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PART I. 
GENERAL SUMMARY. 


THE office of Chief Commissioner of Assam was held a the ‘year by ce 


. Office of Chief Commissioner. Mr. H. J. S. Cotton, C.S.1. 


Mr. Cotton left Shillong on the 1st November 1899, and before Christmas . 


toured in the districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Lakhimpur, 
Sibsagar, and Goalpara. At all district and subdivisional 
headquarters the usual inspection of Government offices and of buildings constructed 
since the earthquake was made, and in Darrang a visit was paid to the Charduar rubber 
plantation. At Dibrugarh the Chief Commissioner met Sir George Luck, Lieutenant- 
General Commanding Bengal, and visited Margherita, Sadiya, and Bomjur. At the 
latter place the preparations for the Mishmi expedition were inspected. The Chief 
Commissioner spent Christmas in Calcutta, and during January and February toured 
in the Surma Valley and in the Goalparaand Darrang districts. During March the 
Chief Commissioner made short tours to different parts of the Brahmaputra Valley 
and finally returned to Shillong on the 31st March 1900. 
His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Curzon of Kedleston, accompanied by Her 
Excellency Lady Curzon, arrived at Dhubri on the 4th 
io His Excellency the March 1900, where he landed for a few minutes and then 
proceeded up the river. The Chief Commissioner joined 
the Viceregal Party at Gauhati on the 4th, and the party arrived at the Dibrugarh ghat 
onthe 6th. Onthe morning of the 7th the Viceroy, after receiving an address 
from the Dibrugarh planters at the Rehabari railway station, proceeded to Digboi the 
same day, where the oil-wells were visited. The Viceregal Party left for Margherita 
the same day, where they visited the various undertakings of the Assam Railways and 
Trading Company on the 8th March. Tezpur was reached on tke gth, and His 


Tours of the Chief Commissioner. 


Excellency there received and replied to an address from the Hon’ble Mr. Buckingham, . 


C.1.E., on behalf of the tea planters of Assam. The Charduar rubber plantation 
and the Borjuli tea garden were then visited by His Excellency. Arriving at Gauhati 
on the r1th, the Viceroy left by the Assam-Bengal Railway for Lumding. Railhead in 
the Cachar Hills was reached on the rath, and the party returned to Gauhati on the 
evening of the same day. A Durbar was held at Gauhati on the 13th March, at which 
a public address from the people of Assam was presented. The Viceregal Party left 
for Calcutta on the same day. 

2. With the exception of the expedition against the Bebejiya Misumis, the 
political relations of the Administration with the frontier 
tribes were peaceful. Though a small tribe,. numbering 
from 3,000 to 4,000 souls, the Bebejiyas have for many years been a source of anxiety 
to the Administration, owing to their periodical raids on the British frontier. In 
November 1893, a party of raiders murdered three Military Police sepoys, who were on 
patrol near Bomjur outpost; the murderers escaped, and no punishment beyond a 
blockade was attempted. In May 1899, occurred the ruthless murder of three unoffend- 
ing Khamtis—British subjects. The raiders further carried off three children and three 
guns, and it was then decided that a military expedition should be sent into their 
country to punish the raiders for this and previous outrages. A force of 500 men was 
collected at Sadiya in November 1899 and placed under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel E. H. Molesworth, of the 44th Gurkha Rifles, Mr. F. J. Needham, C.1.E-, 
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accompanying the force as Political Officer. During the month of January this force 
visited the villages which had taken part in the raids on British territory. There was no 
fighting, and practically no opposition, but the natural difficulties were great, and steep 
passes, dense forests, cold, snow, sleet and rain circumscribed the extent of the operations. 
The main objects of the expedition were, however, substantially accomplished, and 
although the murderers, who fled into the forest-clad hills, escaped, the captives and guns 
were recovered, and the principal offenders severely punished by the occupation and 
destruction of their villages. One of the murderers was subsequently captured, and 
after due trial was executed at Sadiya. A large tract of unknown country has been 
mapped in, and our previous ignorance of the Bebejiya hills and the people has 
been dispelled. 

83. Manipur.—With a_ seasonable rainfall, the year was, on the whole, pros- 
perous ; the crops were good, and the people peaceable 
and contented. The demarcation of the boundaries of 
the State was completed by the settlement of the boundary between Manipur and 
the Lushai Hills, and a frequent source of expense, and often of irritation, has 
thus been removed. While fixing the boundary, the Political Agent, Colonel Maxwell, 
took the opportunity to disarm the Kukis and other hill tribesin accordance with 
the policy which has been established in other hill! tracts under the Administra- 
tion. Under this system one licensed gun is allowed to every ten houses. The total 
revenue of the State amounted to Rs. 4,00,057, against Rs. 3,45,957 in the preceding 
year, the increase being principally derived from the new land settlement and the sale 
of forest timber. The balance to the.credit of the State at the close of the year 
was Rs. 3,04,588, compared with Rs, 2,16,483 at the close of 1898-99. His Highness 
Raja Chura Chand Singh was with his half-brother throughout the year at the Mayo 
College, Ajmere, and was very favourably reported on 1 by the Principal for his attention 
to his studies and his excellent behaviour. 

4. Bhutias—There was a falling off in the attendance of Bhutias at the fairs 
in Kamrup, but both the import and the export trade 
showed a material increase. In the Darrang district the 
trade at the fairs showed a decline. The Bhutias appear to be developing a preference 
for visiting different local bazars, where they hope to drive better bargains than by 
restricting their transactions to the fairs. 

Akas.—Petty rubber trade disputes occur from time to time between Marwari 
traders, known as Kayas, and the tribes bordering on the Darrang frontier. In April 
1899 a party of armed Akas raided a Kaya’s gola at Balipara for the purpose of 
exacting their alleged dues. They were promptly followed up by the Deputy Com- 
missioner, Captain Cole, and ten of the offenders were arrested and fined. To 
safeguard the interests of both parties, the Chief Commissioner directed that future 
agteements between the hill people and the rubbex-traders should be registered and 
approved by the Deputy Commissioner, the trader furnishing security for the prompt 
payment of legitimate claims. 

Daflas.—Two coolies, who absconded in 1898 from a tea garden, and had been 
detained by the Daflas, were brought down by them in February 1900: the coolies 
were well treated in captivity. In March following five Nepalese rubber-tappers were 
detained by certain Miri Pathar Daflas, but were liberated through the intervention of 
a Dafla chief, who is in receipt of posa from Government. 

Apa Tanangs.—A small party of this tribe visited North Lakhimpur for purposes 
of trade, and gave no trouble. 

Bor Abors.—The blockade was enforced against this tribe throughout the 
‘year, though a few tribesmen paid a surreptitious visit to Sadiya. The Political 
Officer, Mr. Needham, was informed that strict injunctions had been issued by the 
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principal village, Damroh, that the tribe were to keep on friendly terms with the British 
Government, and during the Mishmi expedition they remained quiet. 

Miris, Passi Meyongs, Khamtis, and Singphos——These tribes gave no trouble 
during the year. 

Nagas.—A coolie of the Makum garden was kidnapped by Nagas of the Gogli 
village. The Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur, visited the village, and as the kidnap- 
ping was admitted, the village was fined Rs. 50, the fine being assessed by the chiefs 
of other villages, who were present. The coolie was also set free. The Nagas on the 
Sibsagar frontier committed some thefts, but their conduct generally was good. Large 
numbers seek work on gardens, and maintain friendly relations with the managers. In 
the Naga Hills district the only occurrence of importance was the tour made by the 
Deputy Commissioner, Captain Woods, amongst the Sema tribes in the Tizu and Tita 
Valleys. The country at the head of the Tita Valley had been previously quite unknown: 
the people, who are well off, resemble in appearance and dress some of the trans- 
Dikhu tribes, but their language is apparently different. The Deputy Commissioner 
was well received by the Semas, except at the village of Yatsumi, where he met 
with some opposition. 

Khasi and Fatntia Hills and Garo Hills.--No events of political importance 
occurred in these hills. In the Khasi Hills, two sardars of Maolong were dismissed for 
dishonesty and unfitness, and two others were elected in their places. 

Lushat Hills—The rice crop, which is the Lushai’s main resource, was a partial 
failure owing to unseasonable rains, and to the damage done to the crops by rats. 
The year was a busy one, the most important undertakings being the disarmament of 
the tribes in the Aijal subdivision, and the final delimitation of the Manipur-Lushai 
boundary, The disarmament measures resulted in the withdrawal of 572 unlicensed 
guns : the licensed guns, which number 812, were not interfered with. Although the 
Lushais did not actively oppose the compulsory surrender of guns, they made every 
effort to cenceal unlicensed weapons, and stoutly denied possession of any, and it 
required much tact and patience on the part of the Superintendent and his officers to 
extract the number obtained. It is anticipated that all unlicensed guns will be with- 
drawn during the course of a couple of years. Considerable progress was made during 
the year in public works, which for the first time were placed under the Superintendent. 
There was an advance in education, and the increase in the attendance of Lushais at 
the dispensaries and hospitals was again very marked. 

5. During the year the provisions of the Elephants Preservation Act (VI of 1879) 
were extended to the Garo Hills district, with the exception 
of so much of the estate of the Bijni zamimdars as had been 
transferred from Goalpara to that district and remained the property of the Bijni 
zamindars, The provisions of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (XI of 1890) 
were extended to the Cantonments of Silchar, Shillong, and Dibrugarh. 


6. The rainfall thrcughoyt the province was above the average. The outturn 
of early rice was not good in the Brahmaputra Valley, 
but late rice yielded a bumper crop. .The outturn of 
tea in Sylhet and Cachar was abnormally large. Other crops generally yielded 
returns somewhat below the average. On account of the good harvest of late 
rice, the price was somewhat lower than in the preceding year, but the prices of 
sugar, matikalat (phaseolus radiatus) and mustard rose generally 2 in the Brahmaputra 
Valley. 
7. There was a marked improvement in the health of the province, the regis- 
tered death-rate being 31°01 per mille, against 36°18 in 
1898. The improvement occurred everywhere except in 
the Mangaldai subdivision, where 42/d-dzér still continues to account for many deaths, 
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The death-rate from cholera declined to 1°66 per mille, or about half the average. A 
disease known as mulkipira or pet mota, prevailing in the central portions of the Sylhet 
district, is, in the opinion of the Principal Medical Officer and Sanitary Commissioner, 
identical with ka/é-ddr, and enquiries made since the close of the year establish beyond 
reasonable doubt that 4u/d-dedr has made its appearance, although with far less than 
its usual virulence, in the district. There is nothing at present in the condition of 
affairs to excite alarm, but the Chief Commissioner has decided to depute a specia| 
Assistant Surgeon to take the necessary preventive measures, and is circulating widely 
the recommendations made by Captain Rogers, I.M.S., to arrest the spread of the 
disease. The birth-rate in 1899 was 35°45 per mille, against 29°49 in 1898, 32°63 in 
1897, and 29°45, the average of the ten years ending in 1896. Registration of births 
continues to be very defective, and the attention of district officers has been directed to 
the matter. 

8. The agricultural prosperity which prevailed in the recruiting districts and the 
depression of the tea industry account for the diminution 
inthe number of immigrants, which was 31,908, against 
49,169 in 1898. Owing to the absence of any incentive to emigration, coolies were 
generally imported through contractors, and the proportion of women who immigrated 
was consequently only 47°2 per cent., against 49°4 in 1898. Mainly as a con- 
sequence of improved arrangements for the comfort of immigrants on steamers, 
there was a further decrease in mortality in transit to gardens in the Brahmaputra 
Valley, the number of deaths being go, against 133 in 1898, 1,245 in 1897, and 768 
in 1896. There were no deaths from cholera in transit among the 2,246 coolies 
inoculated at Purulia, but 7 died of the disease after arrival on their gardens. Owing 
to the cheapness of the river route and the excellent arrangements for immigrants on 
steamers, comparatively little use was made of the Assam-Bengal Railway to convey 
coolies to the gardens in Cachar, but importation by rail was more popular in Sylhet. 
The total death-rate amongst coolies in the province was 27°5 per mille, the lowest 
hitherto recorded. The proportion of gardens on the unhealthy list was only 3°7 
per cent., against 6°7 per cent. in 1898 and 14°7 in 1897. The general healthiness 
of the year and the unusually small proportion of newly- -imported labour account for 
the low death-rate and the small proportion of unhealthy gardens. The total labour 
force at the end of the year was 636,208, of whom 131,897 were bound by contract 
under Act I of 1882. Coolies were charged in 115 cases with criminal offences, and 
there were 95 convictions, and 14,807 coolies deserted, against 17,969 in 1898. The 
twelve dispensary shelters for sick and destitute coolies and three shelters for able- 
bodied vagrants continued to be kept up in the Surma Valley, and 335 persons were 
relieved in them, against 674 in the previous year. 

Q. The climatic conditions of 1899 were favourable to the tea industry, and the 

average outturn was 448ib per cultivated acre, as compared 
The tea industry. with 396Ib in 1898 and 408tbin 1897. The increased 
outturn wai"aecompanied by a rise from 5 annas to § annas 7 pies in the average 
price per pound, in the Surma Valley. The price obtained for Assam Valley tea 
averaged 6 annas 8 pies, against 6 annas g pies in 1898. At the end of the year 
there were 284,807 acres under mature and 46,344 acres under immature plants, 
against 275,698 and 50,125 acres, respectively, at the end of the previous year. The 
total outturn of the province increased from 109,286,995tb to 127,576,168ib, an 
increase of 16°73 per cent. The total area taken up for tea cultivation was 1,027,779 
acres. 

10. The total value of the imports during 1899-1900.from Manipur, Hill Tipperah, 
Bhutan, and the other hill tribes with whom trade was 
carried on, was Rs. 9,43,471, as against Rs. 7,82,246 in the 
previous year. The value of the exports to these places was Rs. 4,34,695, against 
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Rs. 7,18,618 in 1898-99. More than half the whole foreign trade was with Hill 
Tipperah and nearly one-fourth with Manipur. The Manipur trade in tea-seed has 
not recovered. 

11. The aggregate value of the trade of Assam with other provinces of British India 
rose from 865 to 1,016 lakhs of rupees. Imports decreased 
in quantity by 814,000 maunds and in value by 51 lakhs, 
or 13°6 per cent. Exports increased in weight by 101,000 maunds, mainly owing to 
a brisker trade in tea and mustard seed, and in value by 204 lakhs of rupees, or 41 per 
cent. The quantity of cotton picce-goods and of husked rice imported largely 
declined. ‘The net amount of rice imported into the Brahmaputra Valley declined by 
18 per cent. in consequence of a good harvest of late rice in 1848-99. The aggregate 
value of the tea exported from the Surma Valley rose by 85 per cent. and of that 
exported from the Brahmaputra Valley by 43 per cent. The proportion of the total 
trade of the province carried on with Calcutta was 77°54 fer cent., against 71°07 
per cent. in the previous year. The chief articles of import were, as in previous years, 
cotton twist and yarn, cotton piece-goods, husked rice, gram and pulse, kerosine oil, 
brass and copper, iron and steel, salt, sugar, and tobacco ; while tea, oil-seeds, unhusked 
rice, timber, bamboos, coal and coke, raw jute, and lime were the principal articles 
exported. The Assam-Bengal Railway carried imports and exports to the weight of 
691,208 maunds and the value of Rs. 1,09,95,258, against 848,161 maunds and 
Rs. 78,03,941, respectively, in 1898-99. Imports declined in quantity and value, but 
owing mainly to the briskness of the tea trade, there was an increase in the value of 
exports. The total value of the imports into the Brahmaputra Valley was 194 lakhs of 
Tupees, against 207 lakhs in 1898-99, and of those into the Surma Valley 129 lakhs, 
against 167% lakhs. The value of the exports from the Brahmaputra Valley aggregated 
381 lakhs, against 299 lakhs, and of those from the Surma Valley 312 lakhs, against 
220 lakhs, 

12. The gross revenue under Imperial, Provincial, and Local Funds amounted to 

Rs. 1,48,80,460, and the gross expenditure to Rs. 2,11,02,074, 
an increase of Rs. 1,87,027 in receipts, and a decrease of 
Rs. 24,80,645 in expenditure, compared with the figures for 1898-99. These figures 
include the receipts and expenditure of the Assam-Bengal Railway, over which 
the Local Administration exercises no control. The revenue under “Opium” and 
“Excise” decreased by Rs. 13,847 and Rs. 20,213, respectively, owing to the 
diminisked consumption of opium in the province. Receipts from Stamps” were 
Rs. 42,710 less than in the preceding year on account of the good harvest, which 
reduced the number of loans and lessened litigation. Receipts from “ Provincial Rates” 
rose by Rs. 12,634, and from “ Forests” by Rs. 1,69,924, the latter increase being due 
-to the more energetic working of the Goalpara forests, and increased receipts from home 
and imported rubber, as well as to the profits from the Manipur State forests. An increase 
of Rs. 15,111 under ‘Interest’ represents the interest on arrears of land reve..ye due on 
_ the lands made over to Government by the Balisira Valley compromise with the Raja 
of Hill Tipperah. Receipts under the head “Law and Justice” fell by Rs. 10,985 

under the heading of fees and magisterial fines. Under the head “Police” there was 
a-decline of Rs. 11,143, principally accounted for by smaller takings from cattle 
pounds. The traffic receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway account for the. rise of 
Rs. 1,79,048 in receipts from Railways. The revenue from Civil Works declined by 
Rs. 54,595. This item was large in 1898-99 on account of compensation paid to the 
Gauhati Local Board by the Assam-Bengal Railway for a road in Kamrup. Expendi- 
ture increased mainly under the following heads:—Land Revenue, increase Rs. 9,767, 
Forests Rs. 51,778, Police Rs. 12,830, Education Rs. 9,385, Medical Rs, 19,273, 
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Stationery and Printing Rs. 9,324. The principal items of decrease in expenditure were 
Railways, Rs. 1,84,296, due to a decrease in expenditure on the Cherra-Companyganj 
State Railway, and in the amount paid as subsidy to the Dibru-Sadiya Railway ; Jails 
Rs. 12,914; Military Works Rs. 63,943, owing to the fact that the Native Infantry 
barracks at Manipur are approaching completion; and Civil Werks Rs. 1,45,384. 

The present Provincial Contract came into force on the rst April 1897 with an 
opening balance of Rs. 9,43,729. On tke tst April 1899, the balance was Rs. 13,55,345; 
and the Provincial Revenue for 1899-1900 was Rs. 71,66,162 (including a grant of 
Rs. 3,75,000, made on account of the transfer of the South Lushai Hills to Assam, 
and an assignment of Rs. 5,000 on account of the transfer of certain elephant mahals 
to the Khedda Department), as compared with a revenue of Rs. 89,56,874 in 
1898-99, including the Lushai Hills grant of Rs. 375,000, and a special assignment 
from Imperial of 18 lakhs, towards the repair of earthquake damages. The 
expenditure was Rs. 79,91,050, leaving a balance on the 1st April 1900 of Rs. 
5939,457- 

18. The current demand on account of land revenue for 1899-1900 was Rs. 57,50,308, 
against Rs. 57,68,099 in the preceding year, a decline of 
0°31 per cent. The decrease is, however, only apparent, 
as in 1898-99 there was a fictitious increase of Rs. 1,37,379 on account of the re-arrange- 
ment of the dates ‘of payment of revenue instalments in the Jaintia parganas in 
Sylhet. In the Surma Valley the demand fell by Rs. 1,11,070 for this reason, while in 
the Brahmaputra Valley it rose by Rs. 93,211, mainly on account of extensions of 
cultivation, but partly on account of the assessment of waste land grants at higher rates. 
The total amount of land revenue collected up to the 31st March 1900 was Rs. 57,60,875, 
against Rs. 57,87,616 in the preceding year, and the outstanding balance at the close 
of the year was Rs. 4,80,657, or 7°69 per cent. of the total demand. Of the arrear 
demand, Rs. 80,350 were reported to be doubtful or irrecoverable; and of this amount, 
Rs. 40,488 has been remitted in the Nowgong district after the close of the year. The- 
miscellaneous land revenue current demand fell from Rs. 4,35,133* to Rs. 4,19,355, 
a decrease of 3°6 percent. The decline was due to the transfer of elephant mahads in 
the Assam Valley to the Khedda Department, to the falling off in demand for waste 
land grants and to the introduction of a system of leasing limestone quarries in the Khasi 
Hills, by which the time of payment of royalty was changed. The total demand 
inclusive of arrears was Rs. 4,44,756; and of this, Rs. 4,20,523 were collected, against 
Rs. 4,37,196 in the preceding year. 

The resettlement of the Cachar district takes effect from the rst April 1900. ~ 
In accordance with the rules sanctioned by the Government of India, the slam 
and other temporarily-settled estates in Sylhet were classified, and the Settlement 
Officer’s rates, as provisionally approved by the Chief Commissioner, have been published 
since the close of the year. The settlement of the Dhubri town lands for 30 years from 
the 1st April 1899 was approved by the Chief Commissioner and the Silchar town lands 
were under resettlement at the close of the year. 

14. Onthe 1st of November 1899 the Imperial Survey Party No. 6 was disbanded 
and a new system of provincial survey by a small party 
working under local control was introduced. The necessary 
professional supervision is supplied by two officers of the Survey Department. In Sylhet, 
an area of 62°68 square miles of temporarily-settled and disforested land was traversed 
professionally with a view to cadastral survey. In the Lakhimpur district, an area 
of 371 square miles omitted from the cadastral survey was professionally traversed 
and topographically surveyed, and 79 square miles in Goalpara and Lakhimpur were 
traversed with a view to cadastral survey. 
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A plane-table traverse of detached blocks of temporarily-settled land too small for 
a professional traverse was carried out in Sylhet by local agency. Cadastral surveys 
of areas aggregating 52°48 square miles were carried out in the Brahmaputra Valley, 
and resulted in an increase of over 3,500 acres of cultivated area and of Rs. 2,138 
in annual revenue, while the cost was only Rs. 848. An area of 23°20 acres of 
temporarily-settled and unsettled lands and an “ old rule grant ” of 2°75 square miles 
were cadastrally surveyed in Sylhet. 

15. During the year July 1899 to June 1900 the gross revenue derived from forests was 
Rs. 5,46,092 and the gross expenditure was Rs. 3,50,506, 
against Rs. 4,36,752 and Rs. 3,18,118, respectively, in the 
preceding year. The surplus net revenue was Rs. 1,95,586, or 35°8 per cent. of 
the gross receipts, against Rs. 1,18,634, or 27°! per cent., in 1898-99. The increase in 
profit was the result of the working of the reserves in Goalpara to supply a demand for 
railway sleepers, increased sales of rubber, and larger receipts from import duty in the 
Darrang Division, and enhanced profits in the Surma Valley, particularly from the Manipur 
forests, which are being worked forthe State by the Forest Department. An area of 29 
square miles of reserve was disforested for the purpose of cultivation, and two areas of 80 
and 21 square miles in the Cachar and Darrang Divisions, respectively, were reserved, 
leaving the total area of reserved forest at the close of the year 3,609 square miles, against 
3,537 in the preceding year. Of this area, 635,381 acres were protected from fire, but 
the measures taken for protection were not so effective as in the year 1898-99, as only 
97°6 per cent. of the protected area fully escaped fire, against 99°77 per cent. in that 
year. The areaof the unclassed State forests was 16,453 square miles, against 16,673 
square miles in the preceding year: this area is liable to fluctuation from many causes. 
Experimental tappings were continued in the Charduar rubber plantation over 474 
acres containing 6,810 trees, with the result that 4,502Ib of cleaned rubber were 
obtained. The net profit on 4,451! which were sold in London, after deducting 
all expenses of packing, tapping, freight, and agents’ fees, amounted to Rs. 6,841, or 
Re, 1-8-7 per tb, against Re. 1-2-3 in 1898-99. 

16. The total excise demand for 1899-1900 was Rs. 28,38,634, or 1°34 per cent. lower 
than in 1898-99. There was a decrease in consumption of 
: treasury opium accompanied by an increase in the amount 
derived from license fees, which appears to indicate that retailers take advantage of their 
licenses to deal in illicit opium. Measures to check smuggling were under consideration 
after the close of the year. The revenue demand from opium was Rs. 17,95,457. The 
price of ganja rose during the year, and consumers had recourse to the cheaper 
qualities of the drug, which pay less duty, with the consequence that, while the amount 
consumed increased, the revenue diminished to Rs. 3,66,868. The revenue from 
country spirits increased to Rs. 6,46,189, nearly the whole of which was paid by 
the immigrant population. The revenue demand from imported liquor and other 
minor heads of excise amounted to only Rs. 30,120. There was again a slight 
increase in the number of prosecutions, but the cases were mostly of a petty nature. 
Of the amount realised in fines, 67°83 per cent. was distributed as rewards to the police 
and other persons instrumental in detecting the offenders. 

17. The gross revenue derived from stamps during 1899-1900 was Rs. 9,27,111; 
this was less than that of the previous year, when the 
amount was Rs. 9,67,779, but considerably higher than that 
of any year before 1898-99. Receipts under the Stamp Act amounted to Rs, 2,38,405, 
or 25°71 per cent. of the total revenue, and those under the Court-Fees Act to 
Rs. 6,88,706, or 74°29 per cent. The total expenditure of the Department fell from 
Rs. 42,649 to Rs. 40,846 and the net revenue from Rs. 9,25,130 to Rs. 8,86,264. 
Seventy-one prosecutions under the stamp laws were instituted, against 47 in 1898-99, 
Of 79 persons proceeded against, 71 were convicted. 
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18. The net receipts from income tax, after deducting charges and refunds, amounted 
to Rs. 3,24,468, and were higher than in any previous 
year. These figures do not include the tax on the 
profits derived from the tea trade, which is levied in Calcutta and London, and the small 
increase was due to an improvement in trade and better realisation of arrears. The 
number of persons assessed to income tax rose from 9,410 to 9,459, the incidence 
of the tax per head of the population being 11 pies. The total cost of collection 
was Rs. 2,002. 

19. Twenty-six sub-registry offices were open during 1899-1900, and 40,737 docu- 
ments were registered, as compared with 44,082 in the preced- 
ing year. Ofthe 40,737 documents registered, 34,864 
related to immoveable property (the registration of 4,287 of these deeds being optional), 
5,792 to moveable property, and 81 were wiils or authorities to adopt. The aggregate 
value of all the transactions affected by registration fell from Rs. 70,635,497 to 
Rs. 68,72,745, while the average value of each transaction rose from Rs. 164 to 
Rs. 173. The receipts of the Department amounted to Rs. 51,295 and the expenditure 
to Rs. 30,208, leaving a net surplus of Rs. 21,087. 

20. The total expenditure on public works amounted to Rs. 37,50,300, distributed 
as follows:—Imperial Rs. 3,09,884, Provincial Rs. 27,07,894, 
and Local Rs. 7,32,522, against Rs. 4,87,673, Rs. 
29,15,686, and Rs. 7,45,702, respectively, in 1898-99. The greater part of the 
year’s expenditure was, as in the last two years, absorbed in the restoration of buildings 
and communications damaged by the earthquake. 

21. The railways and tramways open during the year, excluding the Assam-Bengal 

Railway, were—the Jorhat State Railway, 2’ gauge, 

Railways. 28°50 miles; the Cherra-Companyganj Stute Railway, 

2’ 6” gauge, 850 miles; the Tezpur-Balipara Tramway, 

a’ 6” gauge, 21°10 miles; and the Dibru-Sadiya Railway, metre gauge, 77°50 

miles, exclusive of the Colliery branch line, 8 miles. The Cherra-Companyganj 

State Railway was closed from the 28th March 1899 and re-opened from 3rd January 

1900. It was again closed from 25th March 1goo, and a proposal has been submitted 
to the Government of India to abandon it altogether. 

The gross earnings of the Jorhat State Railway for the calendar year 1899 were 
Rs. 96,488, and the working expenses were Rs. 1,02,433, showing a net loss of 
Rs. 5,945. The total capital outlay on the open line up to the 31st December 1899 
was Rs. 9,31,626. The gross earnings of the Cherra-Companyganj State Railway were 
Rs. 9,015, and the working expenses amounted to Rs, 43,622, showing a net loss of 
Rs. 34,607. The total capital outlay on the open line up tothe jist December 1899 
was Rs. 3,39,026. The gross earnings of the Dibru-Sadiya Railway, excluding the 
Colliery branch line, were Rs. 8,59,414, and the working expenses were Rs. 4,09,726, 
showing a net gain of Rs. 4,49,688. The total capital outlay on the open line up to 
gist December 1899 was Rs. 74,56,183. 

On 31st December 1899, the Assam-Bengal Railway had 379} miles open for traffic, 
to which were added 353 miles during the year. The working expenses for 1899 
amounted to Rs. 12,96,943, and the gross earnings to Rs. 16,19,647, showing a net gain 
of Rs, 3,22,704. The capital outlay up to 31st December 1899 amounied to 
Rs. 5,40,37,036. 
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22. The number of permanent post offices of all kinds in Assam rose from 433 to 443, 
and of letter-boxes from 388 to 408. Articles received for 
delivery increased in number from 8,907,095 to 9,953,216, 
and the aggregate value of Savings Banks -deposits rose from Rs. 27,75,674 to 
Rs. 28,78,477, the average value of each deposit being Rs, 161. The amount 
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for which money-orders were issued was 98 lakhs of rupees, and orders were cashed for 

43 lakhs. During the year 84 Ibs. of quinine were sold through the agency of the 
post office for Rs. 1,747, as compared with 116 Ibs. for Rs. 2,920 in 1898-99. 

28. At the end of the year 1899-1900, there were 2,138 miles of telegraph lines and 

4,641 miles of wire in Assam, compared with 2,167 and 

Telegraphs: 4,618, respectively, at the end of the preceding year. 

Fifteen new offices were opened and 12 offices were closed, leaving 214 open on the 31st 

March 1goo. During the year, 155,493 telegrams were despatched from Government 

offices, as compared with 151,353 in the previous year. The Indian share of the 

collections rose from Rs. 1,30,247 to Rs. 1,42,450. 

24. The income of the 19 Lacal Boards of the province, exclusive of opening balances, 
amounted to Rs. 11,31,870, against Rs. 11,83,335 in 1898- 
gg. In the latter year a sum of Rs. 52,573 was paid to the 
Gauhati Board as compensation for a road taken up by the Assam-Bengal Railway. 
The chief sources of income were Provincial Rates Rs. 6,70,865, Civil Works 
Rs. 1,02,916, and Pounds Rs. 66,914. The receipts under the last two heads declined, 
owing, in the case of ferry revenue, to non-realisation of dues, and in the case of pounds 
to the prevalence of floods and cattle-disease. The gross expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 11,82,081, or Rs. 7,959 in excess of the previous year, and over Rs. 50,000 in excess 
of the receipts. Of this amount, 63°10 per cent. was spent on public works, 17°92 
on education, 7°90 on medical objects, 3°68 on post offices, and 7°40 on other 
items of expenditure. The aniount expended on village sanitation, including 
grants of Rs. 10,000 and Rs. 1,000 to the Municipality of Gauhati and the Union of 
Habiganj by their respective Local Boards for sanitary purposes, was Rs. 73,094. 
The small amount of money at their disposal made it necessary for Boards to restrict 
their expenditure mainly to the improvement and maintenance of existing communi- 
cations and the construction of short feeder-roads from the main roads to the stations on 
the Assam-Bengal Railway. With the permission of the Government of India, a draft 
Local Self-Government Regulation and Rules thereunder were published in the Assam 
Gazette for criticism. The criticisms received were under the consideration of the 
Chief Commissioner at the close of the year. 

25. The number of municipal institutions remained the same as in the preceding 
year, vzz., g municipalities, 2 stations, and 3 unions. Their 
aggregate income, exclusive of opening balances, rose from 
Rs, 2,24,728 to Rs. 2,71,576. The increase was partly due to revision of assessments 
and partly to the grant of a contribution from provincial funds to the Shillong Station 
Committee for general purposes. The incidence of municipal taxation was Re. 1-5 per 
head, against Re. 1-4-4 in the year 1898-99. The total expenditure rose from 
Rs. 2,35,867 to Rs. 2,69,379, the heaviest increases being in Gauhati and Shillong on 
account of expenditure incurred in improving the water-supply and sanitation of those 
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26. No sanitary work of importance was undertaken during the year. On sanitary 


‘ eaisttaes jane oyeergiis: works proper the municipal institutions of the province 
spent Rs, 1,17,940, or 42°74 per cent. of their actual income, 
as compared with Rs. 1,11,100, or 42°97 per cent., in the preceding year. The munici- 
palities of Gauhati and Shillong maintain waterworks. The former body purchased 
a new pulsometer anda pontoon during the year, and a scheme has been prepared for 
the improvement of the Shillong waterworks, which it is hoped will place the water- 
supply of that station on a satisfactory footing. ‘The expenditure of Local Boards on 
sanitation amounted to Rs. 73,094, or 6°46 of their total income, against Rs. 70,571, 
or 5°96 per cent., in 1898-99. The works under the head of village sanitation 
consisted chiefly in the construction and repair of wells and tanks, 
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27. In addition to the 108 dispensaries open at the beginning of the year, 
7 new dispensaries were cpened, leaving 115 open on the 
Preiser Vaccination, and 345 March 1900. The average daily number of patients 
; was 3,359, a3 compared with 3,363 in the previous year. 
Owing chiefly to the opening of 7 new dispensaries, the attendance increased from 
610,67 to 623,803, but the number of persons treated as in-patients declined. The 
income rose from Rs, 2,40,081 to Rs. 2,43,372. The total number of vaccinations 
performed (272,265) was larger than in 1898-99, but. smaller than in 1896-97 or 
1897-98. The lymph used was produced at the Shillong Vaccine Depdt, and was of 
the usual excellent quality, 98°50 per cent. of the primary and 88'90 per cent. of the 
secondary operations performed being reported successful. Of the cases verified by Civil 
Surgeons, 96°81 were found to be successful. The average cost of each successful 
operation was 1 anna 7 pies, against 1 anna 73 pies in 1898-99. The number of infants 
successfully vaccinated was 34°50 per cent. of the number of births registered during 1899. 
Sixteen patients were under treatment in the Sylhet Leper Asylum, of whom 1 was 
discharged relieved, 7 left voluntarily, 1 died, and 7 were in the Asylum at the close 
of the year. 


28. In 1899, . 27,335 original civil suits were instituted, or 528 less than in the 
previous year. Notwithstanding the decline in the number 
of suits, their aggregate value rose from Rs. 22,47,178 
to Rs. 26,30,542, and the average value of each suit from Rs. 80 to Rs. 96. The 
courts disposed of 27,9¢0 original civil cases, in 62 per cent. of which plaintiffs were 
successful; in 30°1 per cent. they were unsuccessful, and 7°9 per cent. were com- 
promised. Only 6,114 cases, or 21°8 per cent. of the total number disposed of, were 
contested. Out of 15,883 applications for execution of decrees disposed of, 5,880 were 
wholly or partly satisfied, 736 were transferred to other courts, and 9,267 were wholly 
infructuous. Sixty judgment-debtors were imprisoned, against 62 in 1898. At the 
beginning of 1899 there were pending before the High Court 48 appeals from original 
decrees and 139 second appeals, and 14 original and 62 second appeals were preferred 
during the year. Six original and 58 second appeals were decided, with the result that 
52 decisions were confirmed, 2 reversed, 1 modified, 1 dismissed on default, 6 remanded, 
1 compromised, and 1 withdrawn. Appeals before District and Subordinate Judges were 
preferred in 936 cases, or in 27°3 per cent. of the total number of cases in which an 
appeal lay. Of 749 appeals decided after hearing, 65°4 per cent. resulted in the 
confirmation of the decision of the lower court, in 10°7 per cent. the decision was 
modified, in 17°4 per cent. reversed, and 6°5 per cent. of the cases were remanded. 
The surplus of receipts over expenditure was Rs. 1,69,824. 

29. During 1899, 31,752 criminal offences were reported, against 32,764 in 1898. 
The number of offences against property reported fell from 
11,714 to 11,126 and the number affecting the human body 
from 9,552 to 8,751. Of the offences reported, 22,447 were accepted as true, as 
compared with 23,587 in 1898. In 15,128 cases brought to trial against 24,514 persons, 
13,298 persons, or 56°4 per cent., were convicted. Thirty-five cases of murder and 44 of 
culpable homicide were reported to be true, as compared with 30 and 37, respectively, in 
1898. Thirteen persons were convicted of murder, two of whom were executed and 11 
transported for life. At the close of the year there were 51 stipendiary Magistrates, 
and during the year they disposed of 14,161 cases. Three Benches of Magistrates and 
17 Honorary Magistrates sitting singly disposed of 594 cases. The average time taken 
by all classes of Magistrates to dispose of each criminal case was 12°3 days. Witnesses 
to the number of 45,184 were examined by Magistrates, against 46,522 in the previous 
year. One hundred and twenty-two cases were tried by Sessions Courts, against 102 in 
1898, and 60'9 per cent. of the persons tried were convicted. Forty-eight persons, against 


Civil justice. 


Criminal justice. 








PART 1.] GENERAL SUMMARY. xi 








54 in 1898, were tried by jury in the Sessions Court of the Assam Valley. The Judge 
approved of the verdict of the jury in 40 cases and referred 4 cases to the High 
Court under section 307 of the Criminal Procedure Code. There were 503 appeals to 
Sessions Judges and 396 to District Magistrates, against 467 and 322, respectively, 
in the preceding year, and the orders of the lower court were upheld in respect of 
62°6 per cent. of the persons whose appeals were heard. 

80. The sanctioned strength of the Military Police Force of all ranks was the same 

as in 1898, vz., 3,093, while that of Civil Police rose from 

Polich. 2,430 to 2,465. The Military Police were engaged during 

the year in the expedition against the Bebejiya Mishmis, in the disarmament operations 

on the Chin-Lushai border, and as an escort to the Political’ Agent when engaged in the 

delimitation of the Manipur-Lushai Hills boundary. Their behaviour is reported to have 

been satisfactory, and they are steadily improving in drill, discipline, and shooting. 

Departmental and judicial punishments in the Civil and Armed Civil Police Force 
showed a satisfactory decrease. 

The number of cognizable cases reported fell from 16,417 in 1898 to 15,618. 
Convictions resulted in 80'4 per cent. of the cases decided, and 85°8 per cent. of the 
cases reported by the Police were returned as true. Sanction was received during 
the year to a scheme for the reorganisation of the Civil Police to take effect from 
the beginning of the year 1900, and it is expected that the reorganisation by im- 
proveing the status of investigating officers will add to the efficiency of the force. 
The total cost of the Military Police was Rs. 9,80,570 and of the Civil Police 
Rs. 15,84,970. 

. 81. According to the classification of prisons adopted in the Assam Jail Manual 

issued during the ‘year under review, the prisons at the 

Jails: headquarters of subdivisions and at Tura and Kohima are 
now called “subsidiary jails,” instead of “‘lock-ups.” Including a new subsidiary jail 
opened at Aijal in April, for which, however, no returns have been received, there were 
g jails and 15 subsidiary jails open in the province. There were no temporary jails 
during the year. The average daily total convict population increased from 1,439 to 
1,491. Of 3,823 persons admitted to jail direct, 166 were women, and 8 were juveniles. 
An average of 128 persons were daily detained pending trial in Sessions and Magis- 
trates’ Courts, as compared with 137 persons in 1898, and the average detention of each 
prisoner was 16°6 and 10°5 days in Sessions and Magistrates’ cases, respectively, Of 
1,244 foreigners admitted to prisons during the year, 804 were tea-garden coolies, 
against 1,335 and 943, respectively, in 1898. In 272 cases the’ convictions of coolies 
were under the Assam Labour and Emigration Act, and in 26 under Act XIII of 1859, 
against 32 and 31 in 1898—a very satisfactory decrease in offences against the Labour 
Laws. Three hundred and forty-six of the prisoners admitted had been previously 
convicted. A steady annual decrease continues to take place in the number of escapes 
from jail. Fourteen Persons escaped during the year, 9 of whom, as well as 8 persons 
who had escaped in previous years, were recaptured. The number of offences 
committed by convicts increased from 715 to 994. In spite of the attention paid to 
sanitary matters, the death-rate in jails increased from 36°6 to 48'0 per thousand of 
the jail population. With a view to check this mortality, the Chief Commissioner 
directed that in the Sylhet jail extramural labour should be reduced to a minimum 
with a view to its abolition, and that it should be reduced in the other jails of 
the province during the hot weather and rains. In the Gauhati jail there were 18 
deaths from cholera. The average daily number of prisoners employed on extramural 
labour fell from 326 to 269. The gross expenditure on prisons fell from Rs. 2,75, 871 
to Rs. 1,67,883 on account. of the decreased outlay on jail buildings, and the average 
gtoss expenditure per prisoner from Rs. 174 to Rs. 103. 
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82. There were 3,177 public educational institutions, or 91 more than in the 

preceding year, and the number of pupils attending 
. them rose from 93,872 to 100,972. There were also 
6,656 pupils receiving instruction at private institutions, the total number of 
pupils in the province being 107,668, or 13°21 per cent. of the populationjof school- 
going age, as compared with 12°24 per cent. in the previous year. Of 308 students 
reading in Arts Colleges in Bengal and Assam, 42 passed the F.A., 16 the B.A,, 
and 2 the M.A. Examinations of the Calcutta University, as compared with 268, 
44, 18, and 1, respectively, in 1898-99. Twenty-five students from the Murarichand 
College at Sylhet entered for the F.A. Examination, and 11 passed—3 in the 
second and 8 in the third division, Of 178 pupils from the high schools of the province 
who appeared at the Entrance Examination of the Calcutta University, 123, or 
69 per cent., were successful. The percentage of successes among candidates 
in general was 59°80. Inthe preceding year, 170 candidates entered, and 127, or 
74°70 per cent., were successful. The law class at Sibsagar was closed, as it ceased 
to attract students, and there remained 3 such classes open with an attendance of 35, as 
against 4 classes with an attendance of 56 in 18g8-99. The number of girls’ schools 
increased by 5 to 232, and the number of girls attending them rose from 3,716 to 
4,034. The number of girls attending boys’ schools rose by 402. Ten pupils, against 
16 in the preceding year, attended the two industrial schools at the close of the year. 
Six mechanical apprentice scholarships were offered at the Sibpur Engineering School ; 
there were only four applicants for these, all of whom were awarded scholarships. 
The four medical scholarships tenable at the Dacca Medical School were discontinued. 
The total expenditure on. public instruction rose from Rs. 6,62,469 to Rs. 7,21,428, of 
which Rs. 2,84,546, or 39°44 per cent., was covered by receipts from fees and other 
sources, 30°22 per cent. by contributions from Provincial Revenues, and 29°33 and 
1'‘OL per cent., respectively, represented the proportion of the total expenditure on 
education incurred by local and municipal bodies. Since the close of the year 
the school for European .and Eurasian children at Shillong has been reopened, and 
the Berry-White Medical School has been opened at Dibrugarh. The {opening of 
the Gauhati College was postponed to the beginning of the session of 1go1. 

88. Forty-two works, 25 of which were original publications, were published during 
1899-1900, as compared with 37 in the preceding year. 
The Paridarsak, a Bengali newspAper, was revived and 
published fortnightly in Sylhet from the 1st January 1900, and the Weeky Chronicle (in 
English) and the Srihatta Darpana, a monthly in Bengali, were started in Sylhet. The 
Silchar, a fortnightly Bengali journal, continues to be published at Silchar, and the 
Assam, an Assamese weekly with occasional English articles, at Gauhati. The Eastern 
Herald and the Zimes of Assam, two weeklies in English, are published in Dibrugarh, 
The tone of these papers continued to be moderate. 
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CHAPTER I. 
Physical and Political Geography. 





[For the Permanent Sections, see Part IIA, Chapters I to VII, of the 
Report for 1892-93, published in a separate form under the title 
** Physical and Political Geography of Assam.”] 





POLITICAL, 


SECTION 1. 
CHANGES IN ADMINISTRATION. 


The office cf the Chief Commissioner was held throughout the year by Mr. H. J. S. speriow an 


General. Cotton, C.S.1. 
2. By Notification No, 1648J., dated the 2gth April 1899 (published in the Assam Gazette 
ict ec of the 6th May 1899, Part ql page 297), the police outpost at 
Chamoria in the Kamrup district, consisting of mauzas Pub- 
Chamoria and Paschim-Chamoria in its jurisdiction, was abolished, and mauza Pub-Chamoria was 
transferred to the jurisdiction of the police station at Chaygaon and mauza Paschim-Chamoria to 
that of the police outpost at Boko in the same district. 

By Notification No. 33P.W., dated the 27th May 1899 (published at page 372 of the Assam 
Gasette of the 3rd June 1899, Part Il), Fenchuganj was declared to bea place of survey for inland 
steam-vessels in the Surma Valley, 

By Notification No. 2191J., dated the 12th June 1899 (published in the Assam Gazette of 
the 17th June 1899, Part II, page 410), the outposts Bagribari and Fakiragram of Dhubri thana 
were amalgamated into one outpost with headquarters at Bilasipara, 

By Notification No, 2192J., dated the rath June 1899 (published in the Assam Gazette of 
the 17th June 1899, Part II, page 411), the outposts Bijni and Sidli of Salmara thana, in the 
Goalpara district, were amalgamated into one outpost with headquarters at Popragaon. 

By Notification No. 38P.W., dated the 4th July 1899 (published in the Assam Gasette of 
the Sth July 1899, Part II, page 473), Silchar was declared to be a place of survey for inland 
steam-vessels in the Surma Valley. 

By Notification No. 44P.W., dated the rath July 1899 (published at page 485, Part II, of the 
Assam Gazette of the 15th July 1899), the formation of a temporary Public Works division, 
comprising the road from the Bogapani river to the Sylhet plains v4 Lakhat and the Cherra- 
Companyganj State Railway, called the “Sylhet Hill Road Division,” with headquarters at 
Laitlyngkot, was sanctioned. 

By Notification No. 49P.W., dated the 26th July 1899 (published at page 519, Part II, of the 
Assam Gazette of the 29th July 1899), the abolition of the Kamrup Public Works division as a 
separate executive charge and its re-amalgamation with the Khasi and Jaintia Hills Division was 
notified. 

8. By Notification No. 2824]., dated the 13th July 1899 (published at page 483, Part II, of 
the Assam Gazette of the 15th July 1899), the imposition by the 
Commissioners of the Dhubri Municipality in Goalpara of a rate on 
the annual value of all holdings situated within the municipality not exceeding that prescribed in 
section 77(4) of Act V (B.C.) of 1876 in place of the existing tax under section 77(2), 


was notified. 
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By “Notification No. 3582), dated the 31st August 1899 (published at page 65c, Part I, of the 
Assam Gazette of the 2nd September 1899), the senior Extra Assistant Commissioner at Tezpur 
was appointed to be a visitot of the Lunatic Asylum at Tezpur, ex-oficio. 

By Notification No. 5286J., dated the 23rd December 1899 (published at page gto, Part II, of 
the Assam Gazette of the 30th December 1899), police officers holding the rank of Sub-Inspector 
were exempted from the operations of all prohibitions and directions contained in sections 13, 14, 
15, and 16 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878, other than those referring to cannon, articles designed 
for torpedo service, war-rockets, and machinery for the manufacture of arms and ammunition. 

The Personal Assistant to the Inspector General of Revistration was appointed ex-offcro 
Assistant Registrar of Joint Stock Companies for Assam by Notification No. 2943G., dated the 
goth March 1goo (published at page 155, Part J, of the Assam Gazette of the 31st March 
1900). 

4. Notification No. 3641J., dated the 2gth August 1898, defining the revised boundaries of 
the Gauhati Cantonment, was cancelled by Notification No. 1344M., 
dated the 7th April 1899 (published in the Assam Gazette of the 
15th April 1899, Part II, page 228). A descriptive statement of boundaries and of boundary pillars 
of the cantonment land at Tezpur was published in Notification No. 3399J., dated the 17th 
August 1899 (published at page 619, Part II, of the Assam Gasette, dated the 19th August 1899). 


Boundaries. 


SECTION 2. 
RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY STATES AND FRONTIER AFFAIRS. 


MANIPUR. 


5. Lieutenant-Colonel H. St. P. Maxwell held the appointment 
ee oe enact Agent in Manic of Political Agent in Manipur and Superintendent of the State 
throughout the year. 

Mr. Hodson, I.C.S., carried on the duties of Assistant to the Political Agent from the rst April 
to 14th August, when he was transferred to Sylhet. He returned to Manipur on 3rd November and 
remained at his post to the end of the year. Babu Raj Kumar Ray, Sub-Deputy Collector, 
was in charge of the Revenue Office of the State throughout the year. 

6. The Political Agent was on tour for 134 days, as compared with 98 days in 1898-99. Mr, 

Tours. Hodson, Assistant to the Political Agent, was away from head- 
quarters for 156 days. 

4%, The settlement of the boundary between the Manipur State and the Lushai Hills, com- 
mencing from near Langlen Hill, where the last pillar of the Manipur- 
Chiu Hills boundary was erected, westward to Tipaimukh, was 
completed during the year. Since the British administration of the State, the boundary between 
the State and Burma-Kubo Valley, Burma-Chin Hills, and Assam-Lushai Hills, respectively, has 
been settled ; the boundary between the State and Assam-Cachar and Assam-Naga Hills, respect- 
ively, was arranged during the time of previous Rajas. The boundary of the State is now com- 
plete, and a frequent source of expense, and often of irritation, has been removed, 

8, The conduct of the hill tribes was satisfactory, and all orders issued to them were 
immediately carried out. The village of Purum, near the Naga 
Hills border, made itself cbjectionable on two occasions: in 
October it attacked, after due challenge had been sent, the village of Oinan, and the result was a 
drawn battle, one on each side being killed and some 17 on each side wounded. Purum, being the 
aggressor, was fined a sum of Rs. 500. Towards the end of the year Purum and a neighbouring 
village, named Guari, came to blows, but the matter was under enquiry at the close of the year, 
The Wilong village, not far from Kairong, had a fight between two khe/s, which lasted the 
best part of a day, and one man was killed and several injured. ‘The erring £4e/ was fined and its 
leader imprisoned. The murderers (Lushais) of two Kukis trading in the Lushai Hills were 
captured, and in February last two of the three prisoners were hanged at Aijal. ‘The report that in 
retaliation Manipur Kukis had arrested two Lushais in Manipur territory was on enquiry found 
to be incorrect. The Kukis on the southern border were visited by the Pelitical Agent in 
connection with the demarcation of the boundary between Manipur and the Lushai Hills ; they 
supplied with freedom the coolie transport for a camp, containing 3 European officers and 150 


Frontier. 


Behaviour of hill tribes. 
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sipahis, and cheerfully carried out all orders, though one reason for the visit was the disagreeable Section 2. 


duty of disarmament. Each village, which is almost a nation in itself, has its hereditary headmans 
and through his means all disputes are quickly settled, so that the inhabitants lead peaceful and 
quiet lives. 

9, The following table compares the rainfall of the year, month by month, with that of the 


Weather, crops, and prices. four preceding years: 

















Months, 1895-95, | 1896 97 | 1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1899°1900- 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 
April eis eae 9°42 6°64 1°44 1°38 6'9t 
ay on toe ee 16°68 5°16 6°96 3°66 8°23 
une oa . tee o 13°64 | 10°16 15°46 12°50 19°57 
uly : ose ass 16°66 13°97 6°82 12°27 17°46 
August. . eee e 13°16 727 13°76 15°08 219t 
September ms - 6°29 807 7:82 10°76 9°74 
Octuber .. bes eee 6°92 aes 8°40 6°40 6°92 

November é 0°88 0 52 4°88 ase os 
December <3 rr 4°94 See ; o'24 0°67 
anuary .. aes we 1°46 its o'92 | * 1°62 o18 
ebruary ... ue wes see 9°75 0°58 1°52 3°24 2°15 
March ae eee oes 3°34 5102 0°88 5°13 6°62 
Total rity oon eee 97° 14 57°39 68°36 72° 28 100°66 





The rainfall was far above the average, and was 28 inches heavier than in the previous year. It 
fell at times, however, to meet the requirements of agriculturists, with the result that ploughing was 
commenced early in the season, and enabled the people short-handed with cattle to cover their 
fields gradually, This assistance was of some importance later on in June and July, when cattle- 
disease visited the valley and carried off a great number of plough and other cattle, The rice crop 
was bountiful, except in the southern portion of the valley, which was flooded in June, July, and 
August. The price of common rice, which was as low as Re. 1-2 per maund in January 1899, 
was further reduced to Re. 1 in January 1900; the fall in price was due partly to the demand 
in the valley having contracted owing to the departure of the rice-eating sipahis of the Gurkha 
regiment, and their replacement by atta-eaters from up-country; the hill people had also a 
successful harvest. Peas, sugarcane, and vegetables gave a good outturn, but matrkala: and 
wheat were again poor. 

10, Statistics of trade with British India are registered at Jhirighat for traffic with Cachar 
and Bengal, and at Mao Thana for traffic with Kohima and 
Assam. 

The following tables compare the value of the principal imports into Manipur for the past 
five years by the Cachar route, and for three years by the Naga Hills route ; 


Trade and manufactures, 


By Cachar route. 











Articles. | 1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. 1898-99. | 1899-1900. 
1 | 2 3 _ 4 | 5 | 6 

Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. - 

Mineral oil ... at ae o- 4405 11,314 24,318 9,862 12,802 
Betel-nuts ... oy ae ies 12,944 15,027 26,414 46,674 86,983 
Dried fish. eee ae eee 2,825 9,823 15,367 9,150 5,490 
Salt toe eis eat _ eee 414 1,112 1,889 39542 2,445 
Piece-goods 141347 15,138 27,827 46,157 40,865 
Yarn Per eee Sea cs cee ase 6,575 71440 6,477 9,900 25,001 
Metals acs ov 2,238 3.338 55440 10,143 2,098 
Miscellaneous ise ae tee ns 11,48 | 4,401 6,642 14,189 20,374 

pee reaereeeee| 
Total toe 51,896 67.593 15145374 1,49)517 1,66,058 
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By Kohina route. 

















Articles. 1£97-98. | 1898-99. 1899-1900. 
1 2 3 4 

Rs Rs. Rs 

Mineral oil ar ote és eee oe ees wee 4,380 7100 3:445 

Betel-nuts Pe as ave tas ase ie toe Nil 260 335 

Dried fish ie a ove wee ads soe aa Nil Nil Nil 

Salt wea esé seg we sis si was as 745 768 15 

Piece-goods x we xi iss as ae “ee 5,680 12,200 
15,848 

Yarn aw eee owe 16,318 10,550 

Metals... ve a6 va see es _ on 3,870 5,645 200. 

Miscellaneous ds aes its ee ee eee _ 26,110 3924,007 14,130 

Total a. wee toe oe ee ace eee Gee 50,953 | 3,59:778 40,975 


a 
Taking the two routes together, there were increases under Betel-nuts, Piece-goods, and 
Yarn, and decreases undet Mineral oils, Dried fish, Salt, and Metals. The large decrease under 
Miscellaneous by the Kohima route was due chiefly to the importation in the previous year of 
silver to the value of Rs. 2,81,600. On the whole, the condition of the people was prosperous, 
and trade was fairly brisk, 
The important exports from Manipur are tea-seed, cattle, dried fish, rice, raw cotton, rubber, 
and timber. The statistics of value are shown in the following table: 
a ah a 
| Exports to | 


Articles, 


Cachar. 


Exports to 
Kohima. ¥ 


1 | a 3 | 4 
a Le 
| Rs, Rs. Re. 
Tea-seed ose we oo oe Nit 475 475 
Cattle eee ove eee eee eee 1,475 3,049 4,524 
Dried fish. ons oe one ve 3570 Nil 33570 
Rice ove oe eee eee see 63,750 109 63,859 
Raw cotton ss. wos oee ose oes Nil 483 483 
Rubber a os “ ns me Nil 3,550 3,550, 
Timber ove oe one ose oe Nil 40,250 40,250 
Miscellaneous eee ou ” 8,446 6,893 15,339 
Total of, ey Crk vee oH 77241 54,809 1,32,0§0. 


i 

In 1897-98 the exports to Cachar were valued at Rs, 71,574, in 1898-99 at Rs. 20,420, and 
in 1899-1900 at Rs. 54,809. In the first year the export of tea-seed was valuedat Rs. 40,570, 
the second year it was #z/, and in the year of report it was Rs. 475. The bulk of the seed comes 
from Burma, and merely journeys through Manipur to reach Cachar. Compared with the previous 
year, there was again a considerable falling off in the number of cattle exported to Cachars 
which was probably due to the serious loss caused by the appearance of a murrain. Dried 
fish, to the value of Rs. 3,570, Was taken to Kohima, and the Naga villages on the road 


‘exported Rs, 483 worth of rawcotton to Cachar, The two chief items of export were timber 


to the value of Rs. 40,250 to Cachar, and rice to the value of Rs. 63,750 to Kohima. Timber, 
which came from the State forests bordering on the Cachar district, appears for the first time as an 
export. 
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11, The following statements furnish details of the revenue and expenditure of the State for Section 2. 


1899-1900, together with corresponding figures for the three pre- 








Finance. 3 
ceding years : 
RECEIPTS, 
Heads of Receipt, 1896-97- 1897-98. | 3898-99. | 1899-1900. 
" 2 | 3 4 | s 
J 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1, Land revenue Pon _ oe oy 1,64,478 1,914,348 180,560 
2. Lalup honse-tax aoe eee oa ee 49,822 54,322 49,817 } 2,62,140 
3. Hill house-tax see tae sine ase 55,179 43,318 59,020 55,476 
4. Fisheries ate ves eee ate 14,962 25,282 28,249 31,390 
5. Zamindaris ee a ane bees 1,646 tes iss, aes 
§(a). Stamps eos eee sie at bee 1,057 804 eee 
6. Ferries... ove eee oe sos 287 1,040 706 537 
7. Salt revenue ove eee ase er: 11,112 7,150 5,254 8,318 
8 Forests... tee ove on re 1,118 314 2,127 28,266 
g. Tea-seeds sere * vee see eee 4,102 1,200 ve 233 
10. Law and Justice... ovo see a 5,204 6,003 1,014 999 
i. oe ie oes aes ose ove 75 114 84 33 
12, Excise... wee tes ass eee 333 1,061 600 673 
13. Kubo Valley compensation ae oe eu 6,270 6,270 6,279 6,270 
14. Miscellaneous tee eos aes eae 4,858 5,230 11,362 5,732 
Total = on on oo oes 3.19,445 3,46,709 345,957 4,00,067 
Add~—Opening balance ... eee eee dvs Bee ste ae 2,16,483* 
Grand total ... toe ooo eco ooo ee oon eee 6,16,550 











* Closing balance Rs. 2,16,S00 shown In Report for 1893-99 reduced by Rs, 17, owing to expenditure of this amount having been adjusted after the 
compilation of the report for that year. 


EXPENDITURE. < 









Heads of Expenditure. 

















1 a 4 5 
Rs. Rs, 
1. Land revenue ove ove eve ees 28,568 25,468 
2. Hill house-tax | ove as ats a, oes 3,962 
3. Salt revenue aes ees oes ive eee ose 
4. Forest oe vee oe eee 807 |. 552 
5. Tea-seed ses _ <a ae 342 201 
6. Raja’s Civil List one come eee oes 23,639 26,375 
7. Establishment and contingencies dey ies 7,225 8,333 
8. State works ove : ove oe wee 73,829 88,624 
g. Police ee eee eee oes 79,331 76,402 
lo. Jail oo oo eee eee 6,758 4,401 
11. Medical sas rir: ays Soa 5,972 187 
12. Education ave see ame sis 4,619 8,286 
13. Postal oes ees wee eee 4,555 4,646 
14. Expeditions and tour eee oes see 4,000 3,474 
15. Tribute eee ose yee Ae oes 50,000 50,000 
16. Miscellaneous ove oe ove eee 12,527 | 5,05t 
Total eee oes eee one aes 3,02,072 3,11,962 
Add—Closing balance... eee eve ove 3,04,588 
Grand total... ise ace aoe sat 6,16,550 





* Additional expenditure amounting to Rs. 17 adjusted after the compilation of the Report for 1898-99, 


The revenue realised amounted to Rs. 4,00,067, against Rs, 3,45,957 in the preceding year, 
the increases being under the heads Land Revenue, Fisheries, Salt, Forests, Tea-seed, and 
Excise, and the decreases under the heads Hill house-tax, Stamps, Ferries, Law and Justice, Jail, 
and Miscellaneous. The anticipated increase of revenue from the new land settlement and forests 
was fully realised. The expenditure of the year was Rs. 3,11,962, against the budget estimate of 
Rs. 3,12,200 and an expenditure of Rs. 3,05,731 in 1898-99. The increase occurred under the 
heads of Hill house-tax, Tea-seed, Establishment and Contingencies, State Works, Police, Edu- 
cation, Postal, Expedition and Tour, and Miscellaneous, while the heads of Land Revenue, 
Salt Revenue, Forests, Raja's Civil List, Jail, and Medical showed a decrease. The closing 
balance showed a sum of Rs. 3,04,588 to the credit of the State, compared with Rs. 2,16,483 
at the end of 1898-99. : 

c 
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12, Babu Rajkumar Ray, Sub-Deputy Collector, was in charge of the Land Revenue Depart- 
ment throughout the year, and was on tour for 11o days, visiting 
all parts of the valley. At headquarters he supervised the prepara- 
tion of the final papers of the settlement, which occupied muchtime, There was no change 
in the revenue-collecting staff, except that a few villages from pannas Naharup, Ahalup, 
and Laifam were placed directly under the Sub-Deputy Collector, witha view to introducing 
a system in which whole villages might agree to accept a revenue jama for a fixed period with 
license to extend cultivation free of assessment. 

The total current demand of land revenue was Rs. 2,67,115, compared with Rs. 2,26,114 
in 1898-99, and the collections amounted to Rs. 2,58,300, or 96°6 per cent. The tax on houses 
at Rs. 2 per house in the valley was abolished during the year, and the compounds of all 
were assessed by actual measurement in the same manner as other classes of land. The rate 
in the valley is Rs. 5 a part, or annas 10-8 a digha. For 1898-99, the /alup house-tax amount- 
ed to Rs. 52,312, and the same compounds, assessed by measurement at Rs. 5 a part, totalled 
Rs. 54,764, or a small increase of Rs. 2,452. In the absence of any measuring staff, the 
incidence of Rs, 2 a house was a very fair one, so far as the State revenue was concerned. The 
total receipts from land revenue and house-tax for the last four years are given below: 


Land revenue. 


1896-97. 1897-;8, 1898-99. 1899-1900, 
Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. 
2,14,300 2,48,670 2,30,377 2,62,140 


The area relinquished during the year was 1,938 paris, carrying a revenue of Rs. 9,690. The 
low price of rice assisted in throwing out of cultivation the less productive land, and a further 
inducement to retain only an area of land equal to the demands of the family was the mortality to 
cattle from the rinderpest which visited the State in June. Fortunately, under stress of circume 
stances, the people have no objection to plough with cows or female buffaloes. The arrear balance 
for 1898-99 was Rs. 16,937, of which Rs. 3,840 were realised during the year and the balance 
remitted, as most of the debtors were either victims of the cholera epidemic or in such straitened 
circumstances that they were unable to pay. In 1899-1900 the remissions, amounted to Rs, 1,13 
only and the arrears to Rs, 7,684. 

18, The expenditure incurred under Land Revenue was Rs. 25,468, as compared with 


Expendivare, Rs, 28,989 in the previous year. 


14, Subject to appeal to the Superintendent of the State, the Sub-Deputy: Collector decided 
allrevenue cases. The total number of cases for disposal was 4,478, 
and in all but 199 final orders were issued. The contested cases 
numbered 138, and all were settled by the Sub-Deputy Collector. Nine appeals tothe Superin- 
tendent of the State were filed and five were disposed of. The settlement having been completed, 
this portion of the work of the Sub-Deputy Collector will show a decrease. Transfers of land 
were freely made in the valley, and were mostly connected with sales. 

15, The final papers of the settlement were prepared and the patias were made ready for 
distribution. The result of the settlement gave a net increase 
of Rs. 43,275 as compared with the preceding year. 

The Survey School had 34 students on the roll, and 19 boys passed an examination in 
surveying. Two of the successful candidates were provided for as amins. Of an establishment 
of 20 amins, 13 were Manipuris and 7 Bengalis. 

16. The current demand for the year under hill house-tax amounted to Rs. 55,477 net, 
representing a gross demand of Rs. 59,175, assessed at Rs, 3 per 
house on 19,725 houses, as against Rs. 59,679, assessed on 19,893 
houses in 1898-99. The decrease of 168 houses is attributed by the village people to deaths, but 
the more probable reason is the untrustworthiness of the agency employed to collect the informa- 
tion. Of the current demand of Rs, 55,477, a sum of Rs, 48,910 was collected during the year, 
leaving an arrear balance of Rs. 6,567. Of Rs. 8,869 in arrear at the close of 1898-99, a sum 
of Rs, 6,566 was collected, leaving a balance of Rs. 2,303, which is probably irrecoverable. 
The total collection under this head was Rs. 55,476, as compared with Rs. 59,020 in the previons 
year. 

17, The year was again favourable to the lessees of fisheries. The take of fish was abnor- 
mally large, and throughout the year this important article of 
diet was cheap. The fisheries were sold for Rs. 31,659, compared 


Revenue case work, 


Survey and Settlement. 


Hill house-tax. 


Fisheries, 
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with Rs. 27,849 in 1898-99. With the exception of a small sum of Rs. 269, the full demand of Sxcrtion 2. 
the year was collected. Relations 
18, There was no income from stamps, whereas in 1898-99 Rs. 894 were realised. The Pair - 
imrressmnent of stamps by rubber seals was unsatisfactory, as it States and 
opened wide the door to forgery; moreover, it was found that most Wears 
of the revenue was collected in revenue proceedings, encouraged by a low class of touts, who 
' followed the revenue authorities into camp; for these reasons no demand was inade on petitions 
filed in court. 
19. The only ferry leased out is that across the Jhiri river. It is managed by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Cachar, half the price bid at auction being paid 
over to the Manipur State. The share of the State for 1899-1900 
was Rs. 337, which was duly realised. In the previous year, the State income from this ferry 
was Rs, 706. 
20. The revenue collected from the hill and valley salt-wells amounted to Rs. 8,318, against 
Rs, 5,254 in 1898-99. At the hill wells, 396 4ara/s or salt-pans 
were employed, which, at the rate of Re, 1 a karat per mensem 
for 10 months of the year, realised Rs. 3,960. The arrear collections were Rs. 1co, and the valley 
wells that are leased brought in a revenue of Rs. 4,258. There was no expenditure under this 
head. 
21, Under the management of the Cachar Forest Department, the Jhiri forest belonging to 
the State produced an income of Rs. 28,230, excluding a 25 per 
seas cent. share, which was retained by the supervising establishment. 
The income for the month of February, amounting to Rs, 1,971, which was received too late to 
incorporate with the State receipts for the year, would have brought the total income for 1899-1900 
to Rs. 30,201—a sum slightly in excess of the estimate. From other forests of the State a sum 
of Rs, 36 was realised. Rupees 552 were spent in the entertainment of the establishment for 
protecting the two small reserve forests near Imphal. No timber was removed from these young 
forests, but they were opened for three months in the year for free removal of minor forest- 
produce, such as thatching-grass and reeds. 
22. As a first instalment, 40 maunds of tea-seed were brought into Imphal from the State 
tea gardens, but on enquiry the Cachar merchants stated there 
Tesseed- was no demand for seed, so further collections were stopped. The 
collected tea-seed was sold for Rs. 233, and an expenditure of Rs, 201 was incurred in bringing 
it into Manipur. 
23, The only country liquor shop at Imphal was sold by ancticd for the year for a sum of 
Rs. 1,010. The lessee died in November, and, no one coming 
forward to replace him, the shop was closed. The revenue 
teceived from this source for the year was Rs. 673, against Rs. 600 in the previous year. Owing 
to the transfer of the Gurkha regiment from Manipur, the demand for this shop has ceased. 
24, This allowance, granted to Manipur in 1834 in settlement of the disputed ownership of 
; the Kubo Valley between Manipur and Burma, is continued by 
Kubo Valley compensation. Government to the present Raja; its value, commuted from 500 
Sicca rupees per mensem, is now fixed at Rs. 6,270 per annum. 
25, The receipts under this head amounted to Rs. 5,732, against Rs. 11,362 in the previous 
; year, The larger receipts in 1898-99 were due mainly to the sale 
Miscellaneous. rrceut: of some State rice and dham, which had been stacked asa 
precaution against scarcity, and which item does not appear in the accounts. 
26, rhe following paragraphs deal with the various branches of 
General administrative expenditure. 1 Administration not already treated of under the heads of revenue. 
26a. The total expenditure under this head was Rs. 25,503, against Rs. 38,979 in the previous 


Raja's Civil List. year. The details are as follows : 7 


Stamps. 


Ferries. 


Salt. 


Excise. 


Mayo College. 


; Rs. 
Allowance of the Principal and house guardian... ise ies bss 5,400 
Raja’s personal establishment =~ sos ove one ove 1,426 
Private expenses, including vacation at Mussouri ... woe tee tee 7,604 
Total ie tee fee on pee tee ee 14,430 
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Miscellaneous ctems, 
Maintenance of Raja’s family and temples in Manipur oe vee 
Pensions to exiles and detenus ose see tee tos 
Maintenance of Andaman prisoners... one ae oes 
Contingencies and miscellaneous ne eee ove 
Total eee eee ee ere eee ooo 
Grand total eee aoe ove so ee be 


Rs. 

3,888 
4,840 
1,758 
1,459 


— ee 


11,945 


eee 


26,375 





The cost of the education of the young Raja and his half-brother at the Mayo College 
increased from Rs, 14,014 in 1898-99 to Rs. 14,430—an increase due to the private expenses 
being larger. A son of the ex-Regent died during the year, and the allowance to the family 
ceased. The decrease in the total expenditure under this head was due to the expenditure 
incurred last year in furnishing the Raja’s residence in Manipur and to other expenses in 


connection with his visit to the State, 


27. The total expenditure under this head was Rs. 8,333, against Rs. 8,000 in the previous 


State establishment and contingencies. year. The details are as follows: 


Office establishment of the Superintendent, Manipur State... 


Judicial establishment on ose oes ove abe 
Miscellaneous establishment tee on vee 

Forms and stationery eee ate 
Contingencies ory eee eee eee eee see 
Total eee ie ace ss See ae 


eee 


28. A summary of the principal heads of expenditure on account of State 


State public works. subjoined: 


Cachar-Manipur Bridle-road, 


Repairs to serais and rest-houses ove ove aes 

Repairs to roads eee . te oe 
Construction of, and repairs to, bridges rr vee 

Tools and plant eee tee eee 

Establishment... eae see teas dee ose 
Total _ via ies ose eee ove 


Station and Valicy. 


Construction of State buildings ove ae ove eee 

Repairs to State buildings ... ave sa ove 

Construction of, and repairs to, bridges i in n Imphal eo ooo oo 
Ditto ditto in valley... soe 

Repairs to roads eis aoe ave 

Repairs to markets aoe eve wee one oe, 

Excavation of tanks eee sae ove 

Tools and plant ove oes any eee tos 

Establishment... ave ose 

Total ... =D eee oes oe See 


Mantpur-Mao Cart-road, 
‘ State contribution to repairs .. 


Grand total eee pee oe eee 


Rs. 


3,92U 
g7t 
2,404 
639 
398 





8,333 





public works is 


6,172 
2,334 
51213 
1,118 
1,427 
1,133 
21,174 
3,889 
4,512 


es, 


46,972 
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The establishment on the Cachar bridle-path was increased in order to preserve 
a better control over the labourers, Most of the work on this road is done by unpaid 
labour, and in return certain advantages, much appreciated by the hillmen, are granted to them 
by the State. The road was kept in excellent order throughout the year, and the traffic along it 
greatly increased. The valley roads are kept in repair by the people, and State expenditure is 
incurred in the construction of, and repairs to, the more important bridges, serais, and rest-houses, 
Wheel traffic, which has extended to remote villages in the valley, demands stronger bridges than 
when human porterage was the only means of carriage, and hence more money is spent every 
year to meet the change in the mode of transport. 

A large amount was spent in improving the water-supply of the town. The terrible 
mortality from cholera in Imphal dusing 18y8-g99 thoroughly impressed the people with 
the idea that some improvement should be made in their drinking water-supply, and after 
much discussion it was agreed that suitable tanks should be excavated in different parts 
of the town. Birds of ill omen in the shape of Brahmin astrologers prophesied another 
year of bad cholera, and the question was at once settled. Six large tanks were excavated 
and one existing tank much improved, at a total cost of Rs. 21,174. The abnormally 
heavy rainfall of the year soon filled up the tanks, which now contain excellent 
drinking water. The tanks being fenced in and constructed on sanitary principles, the water is 
pure and uncontaminated. Sw long as the small household tanks, which are to be found in every 
compound, contain water, no Manipuri will ever think of going a yard farther to feich a better 
class of water, but in years of short rainfall these tanks dry up, and just at the time cholera 
generally appears, and it will be then thatthe present tanks will be available for the drinking 
supply of the pevple. 


(a) Mantpur-Mao Cart-road, 

29, The road was under the Executive Engineer, and the State, as usual, contributed 
Rs. 30,000 towards the annual repairs. Being unmetalied during 
the wet months of the year, and the cart traffic increasing 
at the same time, it became quite impassable for carts, and almost so for foot-passengers 
and ponies, and trade was much incomrmoded. It is proposed in future to close the road 
to wheel traffic during the rainy season. A new travellers’ bungalow was erected at Kairong 
and this completes the road, with the exception uf a bridge across the Barak at Kairong. 


Imperial public works. 


(4) New Kutcherry and Treasury. 


The building was commenced towards the end of the year. 


(c) Manipur Cantonment, 


The barracks for the unmarried men and the native officers and the cook-houses attached 
thereto were completed during 1898-Gg, but were unoccusied when the year closed. Barracks 
for the married men, quarter-gu ird, cells, and bells-of-arms were also erected. One well in the 
lines was finished, and a second well was almost completed. 

80. Under this head the Political Agent reperts—“ The year was very healthy until January 
and February, when influenza spread throughout the State. In 
the vatley, the patients were able to easily shake off the sick- 
ness, but in the hills, where the houses are draughty and the people ill-clad and ignorant, the 
mortality was considerable. Care was taken to watch travellers on the Cachar road, and, if 
possible, to prevent the entry of cholera and plague into the valley. The previous year’s cholera 
epidemic had so shaken the people, that several times during the year the scare arose that 
cholera was again a visitor, but fortunately the rumours were incorrect.” 

Rinderpest, which late in 1848-99 appeared along the cart-road, entered the valley in 
February, and caused some mortality among cattle, but the heavy rains drove it away before 
much harm was done. The excessive rainfall of the year was particularly opportune in fillicg 
the six new tanks which had been excavated, as also the private tanks in every Manipuri’s 
Compound. Conservancy arrangements in the station and cantonments were good, and the 
incinerators continued to work satisfactorily. 

31. The one dispensary in Manipur is in Imphal. The daily average of out-patients attendinz 
it_ in 1899 was 20°77, against 27°79 in 1848, and of in-patients 
9°06, against 8°35. Seventeen major and 262 minor operations 
were performed. Of the major operations, there were 5 lithotomy cases, and all but one were 
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successfully performed, one amputation of the hand, 3 excisions of tumours, 4 women were 
delivered, and 4 other surgical operations were performed. The decrease in the number of 
out-patients was due to the extremely healthy year. 

Excluding vaccination, the State expenditure under the head “ Medical’’ amounted to 
Rs, 4,623, compared with Rs, 5,520 in the preceding year, when the expenditure was higher than 
usual, owing to expenses incurred during the cholera epidemic. 

The pay of the Hospital Assistant is borne by Government, which also gives Rs. 650 asa 
grant-in-aid to the dispensary. 

Law and Justice. 82. The courts having jurisdiction in Manipur are— 


(1) The Court of the Political Agent. 

(2) The Court of the Superintendent of the State. 
(3) The Court of the Assistant to the Political Agent. 
(4) The Césrap Court. 

(5) The Courts of the Town and Rural. Panchayats. 

All cases in which British subjects are concerned as accused in criminal cases, or as defendants 
in civil suits, are disposed of by the Political Agent. In his court on the criminal side, 49 come 
plaints were dealt with, 16 cases proceeding to trial, in which 21 persons were convicted and 
two acquitted. The only case of a serious nature was one in which a Pathan kicked his 
servant in the spleen, causing death within half an hour. 

On the civil side, 54 suits were instituted, and 8 suits were pending from the previous year. 
Of the total of 62 suits onthe file, all but one were decided. The suits were mostly in 
connection with loans or shop accounts. The sum of Rs. 608 was realised from the sale 
of court-fee stamps and credited to Government. 

The Superintendent of the State disposes, as an appellate court, of appeals from the decisions 
of the Chirap Court, and, as an original court, of criminal, civil, and miscellaneous cases, Five 
criminal appeals were preferred during the year, and were decided. Of civil appeals, 51 were 
instituted and 45 decided. Including the 17 pending cases of the previous year, there were 23 
cases pending on 31st March 1g00, On the criminal side, the Superintendent of the State, or 
his Assistant, disposes of all police cases in the valley, and of all criminal cases in which hillmen 
are concerned. 

The annexed table shows the details of offences reported and cases tried in the courts of 
the Superintendent of the State and his Assistant, cases found false being omitted : 


. Persons 
Number of offences Cases actually 
Description of offence, reported. | brought to trial, 





Acquitted. Convicted. Total. 

1 3 4 5 | 6 

Murder ; sea ove 

Culpable homicide us ae sce . 
Hurt or grievous hurt ose 1 3 ° 3 
Robbery and dacoity 2 on 2 2 
Theft, house-breaking, etc, ... 19 6 22 28 
Cattle theft. sa. aes r 4 17 21 
Miscellaneous... 19 10 46 56 


Total ooo toe 








A hopelessly insane and epileptic Kuki killed his elder brother’s two children with an axe, and 
as at the trial he was unable to understand the proceedings, he was put back. Theft, house-break- 
ing by night for commission of theft, and cattle-lifting are the chief offences in Manipur. Except 
during the days of Maharaja Marjit, when the punishment for theft was the cutting off of hands 
and feez, and the offence temporarily died out, the Manipuris have been noted for house-breaking 


and cattle theft. 


. 
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The following table shows the work disposed, of by the Chivap Court and the Town Szcti0n 2. 




























Panchayat : Relations 
——___ ee 
Original cases Fite 
a frontier 
£3 BE £2 2 zs affatrs. 
om dR |e : 
ve | 2} |B tet. | Fl ge |B. 
ail 2 | @ |#alge] 2 | 3 | Ba 
fee) 2 | & | dsb | 228 | of | 2 | ees 





Chirap Court. 
Civil ane _ tas ase 4 62 3 84 244 182 146 
Criminal one ee ee 2 : 2 5 ‘37 34 8 
Panchayat Cour. 
Civil eee see ae eee oF _ 246 571 407 410 
Criminal ove wes bee Nee a 1 27 35 3 





83, The strength of the State Military Police at the commencement and close of the year is 


Faiess shown below : . 
"Giver —-Oiteers, sioned Omicers,  S*POY¥. 
Sanctioned strength eee ove a | 13 50 338 
Strength, 1st April 1899 tee ose ove 1 13 50 337 
~ Strength, 31st March 1900 eee ooo wee I 13 49 342 


The distribution of the force at outposts on 31st March 1goo was as follows: 


Native Non-Ccmmis- 
Officer, sioned Oftcers,  Sepoy. ‘Total. 


- Kohima road (three posts) one ove ooo ee 5 -14 19 
Cachar road (four posts) sae ats ane aoe 2 15 vy 
Burma road (two posts) ane oes ove oy 2 lo 12 
Shuganu) toe eee ee ove wee 1 6 7 
Tangkul Hills (three posts) os ne ave 1 3 26 go 
Total ive oe oss ove ove I 13 4 85 


The discipline of the force was satisfactory. The casualties during the year were 2 deaths, 
5 removals for physical unfitness, 2 desertions, and 36 resignations and dismissals for misconduct, 
or a total of 45 men, compared with 86 in the[preceding year. Forty-nine recruits were enlisted 
during the year. Mr. Hodson commanded the battalion throughout the year, except for the short 


period he was away on transfer. 
The details of expenditure for the past three years are compared below : 








1897-98. 1898-99. 1899-1900, 
Ra, Rs. Rs. 

Pay and travelling allowance of Commandant _... ove 33 8,279 10,060 
‘Pay of force a eee oes ove eee 42,601 40,945 42,454 
Buildings _ eee oie ove “iy 5,685 1,800 14,709 
Arms and accoutrements ... ose ooe eee 1,096 1,157 839 
Clothing ay » eee -_ eee oes 2,817 2,418 1,971 

Medical charges — eae rr _ ww 470 240 154 

Clerical establishment... ose see ose 600 600 600 

Miscellaneous one ove ae eee 3,176 6,503 3,132 

Pay of Civil Police one oe oe eee 2,423 2,534 2,486 

Total one _ oe% see ies 58,901 64,476 76,402 








34, The number of admissions into the State jail during the year was 88 convicts, 182 under- 

; trial prisoners, and 36 civil and political prisoners. The daily 

Jet average in confinement was 50°04 .. convicts and 12°14 under-trial 

prisoners, The number of prisoners confined on the 31st March was 51 convicts and 25 under- 
trial prisoners, as compared with 45 convicts and 17  under-trial prisoners on the corresponding 
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date of 1898-99. The daily average of sick was 2°33, against 3°95 in the preceding year. No 
deaths among the prisoners occurred during the year. The convicts were employed on road- 
making, Cleaning, and constructing tanks and buildings. 

The following table compares the expenditure of the past three years: 





1897-98. 1898-99, 1897-1900, 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Buildings... ae see ‘ine “ee 159 is bas 
Rations eee fos _ its oe 2,156 2,685 685 
Establishment ~ ae aes see ise 1,558 1,474 1,358 
Clothing ar tee tee eee ave 422 540 1,042 
Miscellaneous _ is de ahs 841 595 1,316 
Total aa ess bes ays aoe 5,136 5,294 4,401 





As the convicts were employed in State works during the year, the value of their labour 
is not shown in the accounts, . 

35. At the close of the year there were 14 primary schools and 1 middle-class English 
school open in Manipur. Of primary schools, 6 are in Imphal, 6 
at villages in the valley, and 2 are in the hills. Three new 
schools, 2in Imphal and 1 at Foiching in the valley, were opened during the year. The 
language taught in the primary schools is Bengali. The annexed table gives details of the 
attendance at the different classes of schools : 


Education. 











Number of Number of 
scholars on schol.irs on Average 
Class of schcols. Number of the roll on the rll on attendance 
schools, gist March gist March for the year. 
1899. 1g00. 
1 | a 3 4 | 5 
Middle English ae wee toe eee I 55 50 39°28 
Primary eee Sas eae oes er 14 809 944 623°12 





As compared with the previous year, the number of scholars and the average daily attendance 
showed a considerable increase, The Johnstone Middle English School, which is aided by 
Government, was worked on more correct lines than formerly. The primary schools made 
much progress, and the demand for new schools was larger than the State was in a position 
to meet. Manipuri parents, who, for the most part, are uneducated, are fast losing the contempt 
they at first showed to the small amount of education the State is able to impart to their children. 
A miscress having at last been obtained for the girls’ school, the school was opened with 
12 pupils in December 1899, and this number increased to 53 at the end of the year. Some ill- 
disposed person started the report that the girls, as soon as they were able to read and write 
English, would be sent to England, and for some weeks the attendance at the school remained 
small; later, however, as truth got the better of the rumour, the numbers increased. 

The :-eyd. W. M. Pettigrew, Missionary to the Tankuls, kindly acted as Honorary Inspector 
of Schools in the State throughout the year. He visited all the schools three times, and reported 
favourably on the spread of education in the State. Two inspecting pandits (Manipuris) made 
regular monthly inspections of the State schools in the valley. The State expenditure on 
education during the year amounted to Rs. 8,286, as compared with Rs 5,565 in 1898-99. 

36. Three postal lines are kept up in Manipur, of which two, wz. the line to Kohima in 
Assam and that to Tammu on the Burma frontier, are maintained 
by the State. The third to Silchar, which is the main line of com- 
munication with India, is maintained wholly by Government. The sale of postage stamps from 
the treasury amounted to Rs, 6,784, as compared with Rs. 6,221 in 1898-99. 

$7, Expenditure under this head amounted to Rs. 5,051, against Rs. 3,953 in 1898-gg._ It 

includes such expenses as rewards for secret service, furniture 

Miscellaneous expenditure. for Courts of Justice, assistance to persons in distressed circum 


Post and Telegraph. 


stances, cntertainmentfof State guests, elc. 
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88. The number of licenses for the possession of firearms at the end of 1898 was 27, During Section 2. 
the year 3 new licenses were granted and 1 cancelled, leaving pejasions 


Firearms. 
29 licenses on 31st March 1900, of which British subjects held _ with 
23 and State subjects 6. During the year 601 firearms, chiefly flintlocks, were recovered from @ fe alipit 
frontier 


the hill tribes and destroyed. The Kukis onthe southern border supplied most of these guns, , 
though in other parts of the district guns were also surrendered. oot 
39. A Trigonometrical Survey party worked on the north-eastern border of the State during 


Survey of India. the cold season, but with what success was not reported, 


40, Manipur was garrisoned by the headquarters and six companies of the 43rd Gurkhas 
cite. and two companies of the 44th Gurkhas until January 1900, 
when they were relieved by the 3rd Bengal Infantry. The garrison 
is of the normal strength of one regiment. The Kaopum outpost on the Cachar road and 
the Khongnem-Makhong outpost on the Kohima road were held by detachments from the 
regiment in Manipur. The Kalanaga outpost on the Cachar road was garrisoned by troops from 
Silchar. Manipur was visited in December by the Lieutenant-General Commanding the Bengal 
Army, in January by the Principal Medical Officer, Assam, and in February by the Brigadier- 
General Commanding the District. 
41, The eldest son, aged about 18 years, of the ex-Regent died in Sylhet during the year; no 
Political prisoners. other deaths were reported among the political prisoners and 
detenus, who live quietly at Sylhet, Brindaban, and Hazaribagh. 


42, His Highness Raja Chura Chand Singh was absent throughout the year at Ajmere, 

The minor Raja. where he is prosecuting his studies at the Mayo College. Colonel 

Loch, A.0.C., the Principal of the College, reported very 

favourably of the attention of the Raja and his half-brother, Raj Kumar Digendra Singh, to their 


studies and of their excellent behaviour. 


BHUTIAS. 


43. The Bhutias bordering on the Kamrup district were quiet 

Bhatia visiting: Rasa ree and well behaved during the year, 

A guard, consisting of one writer-constable and one constable of the Civil Police, and one 
havildar and 29 sepoys of the detachment of the 43rd Gurkha Rifles, was stationed at Darranga;_ 
and a guard of one writer-constable and one constable of the Civil Police, and one jemadar, one 
havildar, and 69 sepoys of the 43rd Gurkha Rifles, was stationed at Subankhata during the cold 
weather of 1899-1900. 

The Darranga fair lasted from the 11th of January 1goo to the 27th March 1900, and the fair 
at Subankhata from the 15th January 1900 to the 25th March 1900; the former was attended 
by 300 Bhutias, against 800 in 1898-99, and the latter by 400, against 4,000 Bhutias in 1898-99. 
The figures of attendance are of doubtful accuracy. The Bhutias, it is stated, frequent the fairs 
in less numbers than in former years, as they prefer to wander about the country, going to local 
bazars, such as Nalbari and Rangia, and also to Gauhati, where they hope to drive better bargains 
than by remaining at the Subankhata and Darranga fairs. The trade statistics show that articles to 
the value of Rs. 10,219 and Rs, 15,436 were imported to, and exported from, the Darranga fair, 
against Rs. §,727 and Rs. 10,106 in 1898-99. Articles to the value of Rs. 3,213 and Rs. 3,899, 
respectively, were imported to, and exported from, Subankhata fair, against Rs. 2,875 and 
Rs. 2,602 in the year 1898-99. At both fairs the increase in the value of the imports was due 
to the importation of a larger number of ponies and a greater quantity of caoutchouc, and the 
increase in the exports to a greater demand for evs cloth, cotton-manufactured twist and 
yarn (European) and piece-goods, and other articles, 

44, Inthe absence of statistics itis uncertain whether the number of Bhutias who came 

ie ahet down to the plains in the Darrang district was larger or smaller 

Bones ae DEE OnE than in the preceding year, The number of Bhutias who came 
to Tezpur was almost the same as in the preceding year. 

The import and export trade at the Udalguri and the Ghagrapara fairs, whichis regularly regis- 
tered, showed a decline as compared with the previous year ; the decrease in the value of imports 
at the Udalguri fair was considerable, and was due to the small number of ponies and sheep 


brought down for sale. The usual Bhutia posa, consisting of Rs. 5,000 in cash and other presents, 
E 
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was paid to the Bhutia chiefs on the 20th January 1900, and in return they presented to Govern- 
ment 2 Bhutia blankets, 2 yak tails, 2 cups, 2 pieces of muslin, and a Bhutia pony. All these items 
were sold at public auction for Rs. 50-12, and the sale proceeds were credited to Government. 

The Charduar Bhutia Sat Rajas came into Tezpur on the 23rd February 1900, and were paid 
their posa allowance of Rs. 2,526-7 in cash with other presents. They in return presented 
Government with three blankets, a Bhutia bag and a yak tail. The Rajas reported that there was 
no disease or disturbance in their hills, The Thebengia Bhutias came to Tezpur on the 7th 
March 1900, and received their posa allowance, Rs. 145-13-6 in cash, with the usual accompa- 
niment of scarlet broadcloth, etc. They presented in return two blankets, one yak tail, and a few 
chillies. They reported that there was no disease or disturbance in their hills. The Bhutias who 
came down to receive posa payments were given to understand elearly that they have no longer 
any “ dohotia” claims upon any of our plains people, and that there must be no sort of tyranny, 
oppression, or extortion of money practised against any of our subjects whatever, on pain 
of stoppage of posa payment, 


2 


AKAS. 


45, The Kapaschor Akas came to Tezpur on the roth February 1900, and received their posa 
allowance of Rs. 536 in cash. They presented Government with 
a gold ring, four pairs of bows and arrows, and a dao, They 
reported that there was no epidemic disease or disturbance in their hills, 

The Hazarikhoa Akas came to Tezpur on the 24th February 1g00, and received their posa 
allowance, Rs. 164 in cash, and the usual quantity of scarlet broadcloth. They presented in 
return 5 blankets and 2 pairs of bows and arrows, They reported that their country was quiet, 
and that there was no epidemic disease in their hills. 

Since the close of the year a forcible entry was made by a party of armed Akas into the 
gola of the agents of Rai Meghraj, Bahadur, at Balipara Ad¢ for the purpose of exacting their 
alleged dues on account of rubber tapped in their hills. The Deputy Commissioner of Darrang 
received a report of the occurrence on the 26th April 1900, the day following the disturbance, and 
immediately proceeded to the scene with a detachment of the Lakhimpur Military Police. He 
succeeded in arresting 10 Akas, who were kept under guard, while the Kapaschor Aka Raja, who 
had already left, was ordered to return. On his return, and after due enquiry, the Akas were fined 
Rs, 300 for their misconduct. The fine was paid, and the 1o Akas under arrest were released. 
As the rubber trade led to complications with the hill people, the Officiating Chief Commissioner 
directed that future agreements between the hill people and the rubber traders should be 
registered in the office of the Deputy Commissioner, and be subject to his approval, the trader 
being required to give substantial security for the prompt payment of any claims which may be 
made and substantiated against him. This, it is hoped, will sufficiently safeguard the interests 
of the hillmen, and will obviate the need for the reprisals now frequently attempted by them, 


Kapaschors and Hazarikhoas. 


DAFLAS. 


46, The two coolies from the Dikrai garden, who were still under detention in the hills at the 
close of 1898-99, were brought downin February 1900 and made 
over to the manager of the garden. The men had been well 
treated, and, as far as possible, converted into Daflas. The gams by whom the Dikraicoolies had 
been detained are not entitled to fosa, and as there was no Jonger any cause of difference with the 
hillmen, fosa was paid up in full to the various persons entitled to receive it. The Daflas 
contended that the coolies had come to them of their own free will, and had no desire to return ; 
but this story did not’ agree with that of the Bengalis themselves, who stated that they would 
rather go back to the garden than return to the hills. 

In paragraph 48 of the Assam Administration Report for 1898-99, it was stated that a party 
of Daflas of the Miri Pathar Chang had carried off three men and a boy, who were in the employ- 
ment of Mr. Chisholm, with the object of attracting attention to certain grievances that they 
had against the firm of Rai Meghraj, Bahadur, whose employés had been tapping 
rubber in the Dafla territory without payment. Kafakis were sent up to the hills to demand 
the release of the captives, and on May 6th, 1899, a party of Daflas came down with the missing 
men and proceeded to lay their complaints against the Kayas before the Deputy Commissioner, 
Parrang. Their claim was for Rs. 3,500; the Deputy Commissioner awarded Rs. 1,500, and 


Daflas. 








CHAP, 1.] POLITICAL. 15 


——————_—_————— ee 


paid them Rs, 850 in cash, Rs, 150 being deducted as a fine and Rs. §00 being held in 
deposit against the various articles, including three guns, the property of Mr. Chisholm, which 
had been carried off and not returned. During the last cold weather the Daflas brought 
down the guns and the majority of the missing articles, and the balance of the Rs. 500 was made 
over to them after the value of the property, which was not forthcoming, had been deducted. 
Further evidence was heard in support of the Daflas’ claim for Rs. 2,000, but it was rejected, 
as it appeared that large capital payments of this nature were not customary in the dealings 
between the Kayas and the hill tribes. ; 

Towards the end of March 1900 five Nepalese rubber-tappers employed by Kaya agents 
of the firm of Rai Meghraj, Bahadur, were captured and detained by certain Miri Pathar Daflas, 
on the plea that they were tapping rubber in Dafla territory which was closed to them. The 
Nepalese were, however, subsequently restored through the intervention of a Dafla gam in receipt 
of posa from Government. 

The Superintendent of the Bishnath Tea Company complained that certain Daflas forcibly 
entered a coolie-house in the Tejalpati garden and stole all the rice in it, and that a batch of 2a 
or more on their way through the garden to Tezpur with rubber took a goat away from a woman 
who was leading it along the road; but as he was near at the time the goat was recovered. The 
Deputy Commissioner enquired into the matter, but found it impossible to identify the persons 
concerned, 

The coolies of the various gardens bordering on the hills have a somewhat unreasonable 
dread of the Daflas, as it does not appear that they are ever guilty of anything more than 
occasional petty thefts of this nature, and no instances of acts of violence are on record. 


During the year the Dafla Hills were closed, and no passes were issued -to cross the Inner 
Line and tap rubber in the Akaor Bhutia Hills, except tothe agents of those persons wha had 
entered into written agreements with the hill chiefs in the presence of the Deputy Commissioner... 

The plains Daflas came to Tezpur in February last and received their usual posa allowance. 
The Daflas on the North Lakhimpur frontier behaved well during the year. The Daflas of the 
Dikrang Valley were equally well behaved, and so, generally speaking, were those of the Ranga 
Valley. A sum of Rs. 508-5-1 was paid to these Daflas during the year. 

47. It appears from the subdivisional report that last year a village, known as Maichang, 
situated on the north bank of the Ranga and on the road leading 
thence to the Apa Tanang valley,was raided by a large party 
of Apa Tanangs, assisted by some of the wilder Dafla tribes from the inner bills. More 
recently a similar attack was made on the neighbouring village of Tara, a well-known Dafla 
chief. Several persons were killed or carried off on both occasions, The object of the raiders 
is said to have been to punish these villages for assistance rendered to the Apa Tanang 
expedition of 1897. Not much is known about Maichang, but the Subdivisional Officer believes 
the allegations to be true as far as Tara’s village is concerned. A fort was established at 
his village in 1897, and Tara himself assisted Mr. McCabe in every way possible. Tara escaped 
the massacre, and is now residing in the plains at Hatilung. 


Apa Tanangs. 


A few Apa Tanangs came down to North Lakhimpur in the cold weather for purposes of trade, 


MIRIS. — 


48, Our relations with the hill Miris were satisfactory. A large party from the village of 
Silli, across the Komla, requested permission to settle in the 
plains, and after enquiry were permitted todo so. A sum of 
Rs. §3t-9-8 was paid to the Tarbotia and Panibotia Miris as posa. 

A complaint was made last year to the Subdivisional Officer by a Kaya trader of Bordoloni 
that some Saraks stole goods to the value of Rs. 100 from his shop and escaped into the 
hills. Rupees 249-7-9 was paid to the Saraks as posa, Rs, 100 being withheld pending enquiry 
into the complaint. 

Of the two Ghasi Miri captives carried off from Chauldhoa by the hill Ghasis of the 
Sidang Valley in March 1899, one succeeded in escaping after a few days. The other was 
detained by a man named Taching, who refused to give him up; and the Political Jemadar 
who went up to secure his release was obliged to return without him. Owing to the lateness 
of the season, nothing could be done till the cold weather of 1899-1900. In November 1899, 


Miris. 
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the Political Jemadar was again sent up. A Miri Aataki from Sadiya, named Ranua, accom- 
panied him. The news of the latter’s arrival evidently preceded him, for Takom, the headman 
of the village, met the party before they reached the Sidang and handed over the captive to 
them, It is reported that Taching, the ringleader in the raid on the Chauldhoa village, was much 
displeased at the surrender of the captive, and threatened to raid the village again, and also the tea 
garden of Dirpai on the Subansiri, His threats, however, were considered to be mere empty 
bluster, and came to nothing. /osa amounting to Rs. 28-5-9 due to the Sidang Ghasis for the 
current year was withheld. 


ABORS. 


49, The number of Doba Abors who came in to receive fosa was less than in previous years. 
One Tatum Gam, of Dumjan Abor village in the plains, on being 
asked why allthe Abors did not come in to receive their posa, 
said that they had all flocked to a hill to tap rubber, where previously the residents had not 
permitted tapping. In November 1899 information was received from the Havildar in charge of 
the Kathalguri Military Police outpost that three Abors, of the Dumjan Abor village in the 
plains, had been slightly wounded in a scuffle which took place between the hill and the 
plains Abors, On enquiry it was found that a widow of the village had been assaulted by her 
cousin who lived with her. In the meantime some of her relatives living in the hills came to visit 
her, and on her reporting the conduct of her cousin towards ber, they assaulted him. No action 
was taken as the case was a trifling one. During the year some Doba Abors, of Dijmur, 
complained that certain Miri contractors had, in defiance of orders, felled simul trees for 
the saw-mills across the Inner Line. On enquiry it was found that the contractors in question 
had been felling trees indiscriminately in the neighbourhood of Abor villages and other localities 
where felling was prohibited. Three of the contractors were fined Rs. 25 each. 

50. Large numbers of this tribe visited Dibrugarh, as usual, to make purchases in our bazars, 
Dibrugarh being more easily reached than Sadiya by this tribe. 
The Passi Meyong settlers at the head-of the Lali paid their 
poll-tax for 1899-1900, andthose who settled on the Poba river returned to the hills. The 
people of this tribe behaved well. 

5), The Bor Abors were under blockade throughout the year, but a few men from Siluk, 
Dambuk, and Padu slipped into Sadiya during March 1900, and 
got away again before Mr. Needham had heard of their visit. A 
deputation of gams from Siluk and Dambuk came into Bomjur in December 1899 to see Mr. 
Needham, and brought in presents of pigs and fowls for the expeditionary force against the 
Mishmis. They expressed a wish that the Mishmis might be punished as they deserved. 

Mr. Needham reports of the Padams: 

I do not think the Padams will ask to try conclusions with us again in a hurry, for Damroh has, I am_ informed, 
given strict orders to all the villages on this side of the gorge to keep on friendly terms with us. We got within sight 
of Damroh during the Abor expedition, and the Padams residing there know very well that, if we ever enter their 
hills again, we shall destroy it, so they are anxious that their relatives residing on this side of the gorge should keep 
friendly with us. This is, I think, proof positive that the Abor expedition was a success. It is alleged that the 
Abors are at last about to bring in one out of the two rifles they still have in their possession. 


Doba Abors. 


Passi Meyongs. 


Bor Abors or Padams. 


MISHMIS, 


52. In May 1899, a party of Bebejiyas attacked a small Khamti hamlet called Mitaigaon, 
which lies two or three miles north of Sengsap, killing two 

potaloeeueod: Beberyas: adults, wounding two others (one of whom subsequently died), 

and carrying off three children and three guns, A_ punitive expedition was sanctioned, 
and started in December last, enrteing the Mishmi country by one route and 
returning by the other, which goes through the Chulikatta country. The captives and 
one gun were recovered, but none of the actual perpetrators of the outrage was captured. 
The offending tribe had a severe lesson; a large tract of hitherto unexplored country 
was mapped in; and the Assistant Political Officer gained a knowledge of both Bebejiyas 
and Chulikattas that must prove of great use both to him and to his successors. . A full 
report on the expedition was submitted to the Government of India, It is reported that, 
owing to the Mitaigaon outrage and the expedition which followed it, no Chulikattas came 
nto Sadiya during the first part of the year. After the return of the expedition, however, 
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Mr. Needham invited the whole tribe to comein. Asa result of the expedition, Mr. Needham 
recorded his opinion that: the Chulikattas are, as a whole, a well-behaved tribe and anxious to 
continue on friendly terms with us, and that the Bebejiyas are not as black really as they have 
hitherto been painted. 

53. The Digarus have been well behaved during the year. Some of them again cleared the 
Bomjur road. Mr. Needham succeeded in getting 80 men as 
porters for the Mishmi expedition, and they cavried supplies 
from Sadiya to Grambon’s village. Mr. Needham reports that he could have got many more, 
but Colonel Molesworth, who commanded the expedition, was averse to using them beyond 
Grambon’s village. A sepoy accidentally shot a man (a relation of the petty chief Ageson) 
at Grambon’s village, and the relations of the deceased claimed Rs. 1,000 as compensation. 
Mr. Needham refused to entertain their claim, saying that they could claim nothing. Sixteen 
Digarus were tried on-a charge of tapping rubber in a reserved forest without passes. Thirteen 
of them were fined Rs. 10 each, 


Digarus. 


KHAMTIS AND SINGPHOS. 


54. The Khamtis were well behaved throughout the year. A Khamti, called Chaunginam 
Gohain, of Bhogamur, complained to Mr. Needham that another 
Khamti, called Ongtha, of the same village, was a daint, aman 
or woman supposed to be in league with evil spirits and able to cause all sorts of evil to any 
one incurring his or her displeasure. He requested Mr. Needham to have the man removed 
from the village. Mr. Needham did not attach much weight to Chaunginam Gohain’s reasons 
for suspecting Ongtha of being a daznz. : 

65. The behaviour of our Singpho neighbours was good. Ningrusamon died in September 

1899, and his son was appointed as Political Jemadar in his place, 
SNEPH OS: but he has not the influence that his old father possessed. 

In October 1899, a plains Mishmi, called La, of Dirak, complained to Mr, Needham that 
while his cousin, named Lasam, of Sooka village, was removing with his wife and property to 
Dirak, a petty Singpho chief, named Wakhret La, whose village lies about half a day’s journey 
above Ningrusamon, having heard of this, had them all waylaid, seized, and carried off to his 
village, and also wounded Gamkhron, a man who was helping Lasam to remove his goods, The 
Assistant Political Officer, Sadiya, had the case enquired into by Chowsa Khamti Gohain, and 
directed Wakhret La to release the captives and return their property, which was done, 

The case of the murder of the mauzadar of Buri Dihing, which was mentioned in last year's 
report, did not progress appreciably. Jauhing Gam was detained in Dibrugarh for six weeks, 
in the hope that his relatives and adherents would thereby be impelled to bring in Sikan Nangang 
the suspected murderer. Jauhing was released under the orders of the Chief Commissioner, and 
was warned that, unless he produced the murderer, he would be made to feel the displeasure of 
Government. The Deputy Commissioner visited his village in January and repeated the warning, 


Khamtis. 


NAGAS ON THE LAKHIMPUR AND SIBSAGAR FRONTIERS, 


56. During the year a coolie of the Makum garden was kidnapped by Nagas of the 
Yogli village. He managed, however, to effect his escape, and 
returned to the garden, In January 1899 the Deputy Commis- 
sioner went up to the Yogli village with the District Superintendent of Police and 14 
sepoys of the Lakhimpur Military Police. On reaching Yogli he assembled the villagers, and as 
the kidnapping was admitted, he asked the chiefs of other villages who were present to assess 
the penalty that should be imposed on the offending village. After some discussion a fine of 
Rs. 50 was suggested, and he accepted this finding and realised the fine then and there. Subse- 
quently, with the Chief Commissioner’s sanction, a sum of Rs. 20 was given as compensation to 
the coolie who had been carried off. In the course of the Deputy Commissioner’s tour, Malo, the 
sc-called Raja of Tikak. informed him that the people of Yogili had sold two coolies to the 
Rangpang Nagas. This the people of Yogli partially admitted, so the Deputy Commissioner gave 
them a month in which to get back the captives, and threatened to burn the village if they failed. 
Within the time allowed one man was sent in and proved to be also a coolie of the Makum garden, 
who said he had been kidnapped by Nagas. No corroboration of his story could be obtained, and 
all enquiries have failed to elicit any information regarding two railway coolies said to be held in 
Fe 


Nagas on the Lakhimpur frontier. 
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captivity by the Rangpang Nagas. The Deputy Commissioner came to the conclusion that the 
Yogli people had recently sold only one coolie, the man who was returned by the Rangpangs, and 
not two, as Malo originally stated. 

The enquiry into the alleged wounding of two Borduacia Nagas by Namsangias, men- 
tioned in last year’s report, was completed. The case was as follows:—In February 1898 
two Porduaria Nagas returned from the plains to the hills by the usual path and stayed for 
the night in a hut beyond the Inner Line. This hut is said to have been built by the Borduaria 
Nagas by the side of the path for the convenience of travellers to and from the plains. 
During the night certain Namsangias entered the hut and wounded the two occupants with 
daos. One man died from the effect of his wounds shortly after his arrival at his village, while 
the other recovered. The Borduaria Raja in his complaint said that the raid was instigated by a 
son and a cousin of the Nams.ngia Raja, and pointed out that such acts would prevent his people 
coming down to the plains. And, in fact, the number of Borduarias that came down this year to 
work in the plains has been much less than usual. After considerable delay both the Namsangia 
and the Borduaria Rajas came in. The complaint was not established, so no action could be 
taken on it, but the Deputy Commissioner took the opportunity of warning both Rajas that any 
outrages committed in our territory or on the path leading down to it from the Lills would lead to 
prompt punishment. They were both made to sign an agreement to abstain from such acts in future. 

No cases of theft of articles of the Railway Company from Ledo or Tikak were reported 
during the year. Only one visit of courtesy was paid from the Changnoi Chang. 

57. During the last rains several thefts by Nagas occurred, but they were all of a petty nature. 


ori in several sa i : 
Nude Gu ihe Sink Ronties The culprits were caught in several cases and punished 


Two Kolaboria Nagas in Jorhat lodged a complaint against the chaukidar of the Titabor 
inspection bungalow that they had been assaulted by him, The accused was punished with a 
smal] fine, 

The general conduct of the Nagas was satisfactory, and their occasional thefts are of no 
political importance. Their relations with managers bordering on the Inner Line were friendly, 
and large numbers came to the plains to seek work and to trade. 


NAGA HILLS DISTRICT. 


58. As in previous years, political relations were maintained with: 


(a) The trans-Dikhu tribes. (c) The Eastern Angamis., 
(6) The Semas. (d) The Manipur State. 


59. Our relations with these tribes were friendly throughout the year. During the months 
of Fehruary and March the Deputy Commissioner of the Naga 
Hills made a lengthened tour amongst these tribes, and was well 
received everywhere. He crossed the Dikhu on the 15th February, and re-crossed it again b-low 


(a) The trans-Dskhu tribes. 


- Kansing on the 1st March. He was accompanied by Mr. Not! Williamson, Subdivisional Officer 


of Mokokchang, and Captain Shakespear, Commandant of the Naga Hills Military Police, was in 
command of the escort of 100 rifles. He went into the Yagnu Valley and visited the big village 
of Mozangjami, and after that he visited most of the important villages situated between the 
valleys of the Yagnu and the Dikhu. Everywhere the Deputy Commissioner and his party were 
received very well, but raiding and head-taking still prevail on all sides. The biggest raid 
which was reported was a raid by Yajim on the village of Kamahu. Yajim took sixty heads, 
mostly women and children, Nearly all the villages are very strongly defended, and on account 
of the hourly dread of attack, very little cultivation can be done, excert in the immediate vicinity 
of the villages. Many of the smaller villages asked to be taken under British protection, saying 
that they would willingly pay revenue. Captain Woods made one tour previously amongst these 
tribes in 1893; since then he noticed that a certain number of the trans-Dikhu people had learnt a 
little of the Ao language, and one or two had even a smattcring of Assamese ; this is due to the fact 
that since his last visit the trans-Dikhu people come over more freely to trade in British territory, 
and also that probably a good many more British subjects cress the border to trade with them. 
Several petty thefts were committed by Nagas in the vicinity of Bihubor garden on the Sib- 
sagar border, and the Chief Commissioner desired the Deputy Comminsicner of the Naga Hills to 
visit the villages from which the thieves were believed to come, and explain to the people, and the 
headmen especially, that they could not pillage in British territory with impunity. The Deputy 
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Commissioner accordingly crossed the Dikhu below Tamlu on the 6th March, and visited the Section 2. 


villages of Bor Tablung Jaklung, Bargaon, Chintak, Lakm&, and Kongan. He was well received 
everywhere. Most of these villages had not been visited for years, and some had not been 
visited since Lieutenant Holcombe’s murder in 1875. He also spent a couple of days in the 
plains, and marched through some of the frontier tea gardens at the foot of the hills. 

60. During the year this tribe was very well behaved, with the exception of a raid committed 
by the Nat&mi village. Natimi raided and took the heads of three 
people of the village of Phuigatumi, in revenge for their having had 
three children cut up, as they supposed, by Phuigatumi men. On enquiry, the Deputy Commis- 
sioner found that one Yemthi, a man of Lechomi.a Sema village situated outside the control 
boundary, had killed the three children of Natami in revenge for his father and mother having 
been killed by Natami men some time previously. Yemthi was tried and sentenced to seven years’ 
penal servitude: the sentence seems a light one, but taking into consideration that the man 
belonged to a village outside British territory, where head-taking is freely indulged in, and that he 
was according to custom bound to revenge the death of his parents, the Deputy Commissioner 
considered it was sufficient to meet the justice of the case. The headmen of Natémi gave the Deputy 
Commissioner the nanes of eight men who were concerned in the murdering of the Phuigatumi 
people. He ordered them to give up these eight men, failing which their village would be broken 
up, and they would not be allowed to remainin British territory. As the Natamiheadmen failed to 
give up the men, their village was destroyed. In February, the Deputy Commissioner made a tour 
amongst the Sema tribes in the Tizu and Tita Valleys. He was well received everywhere amongst 
the Semas. At the head of the Tita Valley he got into unknown country, and met with opposition 
froma village called Yachumi. He had to punish Yachumi, but the punishment had an excellent 
effect. Subsequently, the Yachumi chicfs went into Mokokchang to see the Subdivisional Officer. 
They said they were very sorry for having opposed the Deputy Commissioner, and they promised a 
cordial reception when their village was next visited. The tour, with the exception of the Yachumi 
affair, was a very interesting one ; the country at the head of the Tita Valley is quite unknown 
and unsurveyed.- The people seem to be well off ; and in appearance and dress resemble some of 
the trans-Dikhu tribes, but their language seems to be different. The villages are large and fairly 
numerous; little if any rice is grown, the people living on job’s-tears and millets. Most of the 
villages are situated at a very high elevation, and are strongly fortified. 

61. This tribe was, as usual, very well behaved duringthe year. With the exception that 
they do not pay revenue, they are just as much under control as 
any revenue-paying village. The Deputy Commi:sioner was un- 
able to tour amongst them, but he hopes to visit them next cold weather, as he intends to open 
up their country by cutting a good bridle-path through it, He anticipates no difficulty about 
labour ; and as they do not pay revenue, the path will be cut free of cost. The only expense 
will be the cost of a few tools. During the year the bridle-path, which runs through part of the 
Eastern Angami and the Sema political control, was kept in good repair. The bridge over the 
Keleki was finished and is now open. 

The Deputy Commissioner reports that the whole political control area cf the district is 
now in such an excellent state, that revenue could be taken immediately from the villages without 
costing Government an extra penny ; also now that he is well acquainted and on friendly terms 
with the independent tribes bordering on our frontier, the extension of the political control area 
would be an easy task if undertaken. 

62, The following statement shows the number of gun licenses held for the year and the 
classes of persons by whom they were held : 


(8) The Semas. 


(c) The Eastern Angamis. 


Arms Act. 
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There were 727 licensed guns in the district at the close of 1899, as against 814 in the previous 
year. Nineteen licenses remained unrenewed at the end of the year, and a considerable number 
of guns, mostly belonging to the Kukis, were confiscated and destroyed. Nine new licenses were 
granted—4 to plainsmen and 5 to Ao Nagas.. During the year 28 cases were instituted under the 
“Arms Act,” as against 34 cases in the previous year. Each case ended in a conviction, 
and in most cases fines were inflicted, the fines being given as rewards to the informers, 

63. The following statement shows the number of coolies impressed for one day for the 


Facer ven different departments during the year : 











Name of Department. Kohima. Wokha. Mokokchang. ‘Total. 
- , 
' | 2 3 4 | s 
Public Works Eeparement tee ats ad 8,562 \ 12,364 3,210 24,136 
Military Relies aN 7 ae ies ae 2,618 1,647 3430 7,695 
Military ee ate ate ane 110 ove ove 110 
Telegraph, etc. eee ay sis aes 4 a aoe 4 
Civil Department -_ ss aes se 979 1,145 31460 55584 
ar ne | ec ne — | epee | ete 
Total re Bet was ae oe 12,273 15,156 10,100 37,529 
i nes 


In addition to the impressed labour detailed above, nearly 300 Naga coolies were recruited 
for the Bebejiya Mishmi expedition. : 


KHASI AND JAINTIA HILLS. 


64. There was no change in the number of Seims, Sardars, Lyngdohs, or Dollois. No deaths 
were reported among the Seims. Among Sardars there were three 
deaths, and one resignation on account of old age and infirmity. 
U Harik was appointed Sardar of Nonglywai, v:ce U Dor Sing, deceased; U Binai was ‘ppointed 
Sardar of Tymar, vtce U Shoh, deceased; U Shongkhana was appointed Sardar of Duara 
Nongtyrman, vice U Riha, deceased; and U Luk Sing was appointed Sardar of Nongthymai, vice 
U Jwan, resigned. U Ising and U Bon Rai, Sardars of Maolong, were dismissed in December 1899 
for dishonesty and general unfitness. The Deputy Commissioner of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
made a personal enquiry into the complaints that the Sardars had been misappropriati:-g public 
money, spending it on a civil suit at Sunamganj in which the villagers were not at all interested, 
and generally mismanaging their affairs. The charges were found to be quite correct, and the 
dishonest Sardars were removed from office. An election was held at Cherra after due notice, 
and U Shabin and U Sombad were respectively elected to succeed them. The old Wahadadars 
U Joydhan, U Wandop, U Shloin, and U Klorkha were re-elected at an election held in 
January 1goo at Shella. 

In the Jaintia Hills the Dolloi of Raliang and the Sardar of Saipung died, and were succeeded 
respectively, by U Mon Dikhar and U Lala Sardar. 

U Klur Sing, Seim of Khyrim, received the censure of the Chief Commissioner for his 
conduct in failing to assist the police in investigating a murder case in his territory. U Mana 
Sing, the Seim’s agent, who was primarily responsible, was dismissed by the Seim. 


Khasias and Syntengs. 


The Seims and Sardars were called on to assist in recruiting coolies for the Mishmi 
expedition, and, on the whole, responded well to the call, especially the Seims of Cherra 
and Nongstoin. 

65. There were 467 gun licenses in force in the district on the 1st January 1&gg, of which 4 
were transferred to other districts, with the removal of the 
owners. The owners of 12 guns could not be traced. The 
remaining 45t licenses were duly renewed. Sixteen gun licenses were received by transfer from 
other districts, and 12 new licenses were granted during 1899. Thus, there were 479 licenses 
in force on the 31st December 1899. 

During the year, 2253lbs, of gunpowder were sold by the licensed vendors ; and 9 maunds 
33 seers of blasting powder, 2 seers of gunpowder, and 4,370.bs, of dynamite, as compared with 
21 maunds 25 seers, ! maund 15 seers, and 2,150lbs., respectively, in 189%, were imported by 
lessees and permit-holders of limestone quarries, 


Arms Act, 
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GARO HILLS, 


66, There was nothing of importance to be noticed in connection with the Garos, who 


othe’ Gardé. behaved well during the year. 


67. The number of gun licenses issued was 677 in 1899, against 668 in the preceding year. 
Of this number, 106 were Government guns, held mostly by Garo 
Laskars and Sardars for self-protection when travelling through 
the jungles on public duty. Two guns, 6314lbs. of gunpowder, and 500 cartridges were 
sold in the year, while 3 guns and 4563lbs. of gunpowder were sold in the previous year, 


Arms Act. 


LUSHAI HILLS. 


68, The staff was increased by the appointment of athird Assistant. Mr. A. E. O'Sullivan, 
Bengal Police, was selected for the post, and arrived in Lungleh 
on the 24th December 1899. The increase of the local allowance 
of Assistant Superintendents from Rs. 75 to Rs, 100 per mensem was sanctioned by the Secretary 
of State. 

Major J. Shakespear, C.1.E., D.S.0., was in charge of the district from 1st April to 14th April 
1899, and from 16th to 31st March 1900, and Captain Cole, 1.5.c., from 15tb April 1899 to 15th 
March 1goo. 

69, The behaviour of the Lushais was good; the only event of political importance during the 

year was the disarmament of the tribes, which was carried out 
Pistemanient; under the orders of the Government of India. It had been reported 
that the tribes in the Chin Hills had secretly re-armed themselves by purchase of guns from the 
Lushais and Manipuris, hence the necessity for disarming. The villages along the eastern or Chin 
border, and a few villages lying on the Manipur border, were visited by small columns of 
Military Police. Chaprasis were sent to persons known to possess guns, and someof these 
were confined. The above measures resulted in a total of 572 guns being withdrawn during 
the year, No interference was made with licensed guns, but the conditions for renewal were more 
strictly enforced. There are altogether 812 licensed guns in the hands of-Lushais in the district, 
considerably less than the number which might be licensed under the limit of one gun tors 
houses and 25 to a village. 

70. Owing to heavy calls forthe public works entailed by the construction of the Aijal 

waterworks, which employed 15,000 coolies for one day, of the 

Eatow: Lungleh-Aijal road, the Lungleh-Haka road, the Aijal-Falam road, 

the Survey Party, and the extra transport required by the disarmament Operations, the demands 
for labour were considerable. 

One or two chiefs were induced to take up contracts for road widening, and Chuakhanuna, 
the son of our old enemy Lienpunga, did his ten miles of widening of the Lungleh road in a 
satisfactory manner. Stated as day counts, the numbers of impressed coolies employed were 


Staff. 


approximately as follows : 





Aijal— 
For Military Police... oe tes one 12,912 coolies for one day, 
» Survey Party eve see ont aes 2,153 do. do. 
» Public Works tee oo aes ove 15,014 do, do. 
» Superintendent, on other miscellaneous works af 36,399 do do, 
As punishment for various offences ose ove 1,500 do, do. 
Total ... saa _ vee 67,978 do. do, 
Lungleh— 
For Military Police aie eee one on 2,204 coolies for one day. 
»» Survey Party ae ae Ses oo 748 = do. do, 
» Public Works hy or ae ae 35,121 = do, do. 
Total for Lungleh subdivision ooo 38,073 ~— do. do, 
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frontier 
affairs. 


SgcrTion 3. 
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Tributary 
States and 
frontier 
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The corresponding totals for the year 1898-99 were in Aijal subdivision 44,290, and in 
Lungleh subdivision 59,044. 

71, Owing to the disarmament operations it was not possible to count all the villages, Those 
that could not be counted were assessed at last year’s rates. Of 
93 villages assessed, 34 were counted and 59 assessed at last 
year’s rates, the total assessment being Rs. 19,634, of which Rs, 17,327 was realised up to 
the close of the year. 

72. Captain Cole met Colonel Maxwell at Tipaimukh, on the 19th January 1900, to fix 
the boundary between Manipur andthe J.ushai Hills, and they 
‘proceeded together along the border from that place to the 
Lungleng Hill, where the last pillar of the Chin and Manipur boundary stands. The line 
chosen was almost entirely along stream beds, and only one pillar was found necessary, The 
line is practically identical with that settled by Mr, Porteous and Major Shakespear. Three 
villages, containing 641 houses, were included in the Lushai Hills, which were formerly 
nominally in Manipur territory. 

73. This was the first year in which the public works were uncer the Superintendent, Lushai 
Hills. Babu Surendra Nath Gupta, Assistant Engineer, was 
appointed District Engineer and joined on 15th April 1899. The 
system worked well, and the amount of work completed during the year shows that the change of 
system has been beneficial. 

The expenditure exceeded the budget estimate, but this was due to the desire to complete 
the water-works before June, to admit of this year’s rainfall being caught. 

The chief works were— 


House-tax. 


Delimitation of Manipur boundary. 


Public works. 


Name of work. Expenditure, Work done. 
Rs, : 
1, Water-works ... a oe + 56,990 Excavation, soil stripping, and stone 


masonry in tank completed. All 
English stores have arrived. 


2. Combined post and telegraph office at Aijal cee 3,261 Sone masoncy up to the eaves com- 
pleted. 

3. Superintendent’s house and the circuit-house at Aijal 10,209 Completed. 

4. Civil Surgeon’s bungalow at Aijal igs tee 2,666 Masonry built up to the eaves. 

5. Aijal-Lungleh road, Ist section ase ses 12,866 46 miles opened out, average 5 feet 
wide, 

6, Lungleh-Tenzol road one nee ae 7,582 The whole of the road from Tenzol 


to Sikum junction and from Klong 
to Lungleh has been opened out 5 
feet wide. 


7. Aijal-Saira Vg cart-road_ sg. aie ae 9,643 A bridge on oth mile, 36-feet span on 
steel posts, 18 feet deep and 8 feet 
wide, completed. Revetment wall 
done on 4th and 11th miles, 


8. Aijal-Falam road ove oes tee 18,561 103% miles opened out to 3 feet. ' 
%4, Major Loch, C.1.£., held command of the Military Police throughout the year : the conduct 
of the force was excellent, though considerable extra work was 
imposed on the men by the disarmament operations, The Armed 
Civil Police took over permanently from the Military Police the outposts at Xolosib, Sairang, and 
Tenzol, and thus in two years it was found possible to replace 85 sepoys of the Military Police by 
25 sepoys of the Civil Police. 
75. The Superintendent estimated that the value of the trade during the twelve months in 
the Aijal and Sairang bazars roughly approximated to Rs. 1,15,758, 
compared with Rs. 1,21,g00 in 1898-99. In the Lungleh bazar 
articles worth Rs. 11,600 were sold and in Demagri articles worth Rs. 29,000. 
"6. The permanent coolie corps at Aijal, which consists of Sonthals, remained at its usual 
strength, and 50 Sonthals were enlisted for Lungleh. The corps 
Ea a was employed chiefly on transport work, and occasionally on 
public works. Owing to the large receipts of rice from the Lushais as payments for house-tax 
and to the development of private enterprise, it was found possible to break down the monopoly of 
the contractors, and all Government godowns except those in Lungleh and Kolosib were closed 
during the year. In all other places, the rations required were obtained direct from the shop- 
keepers, and in future it will be necessary to contract only for Military Police rations and for 


supplies for the Superintendent’s staff in Lungleh. 


Police. 


Trade. 








™ 
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77, There were three Government schools inthe districi—at Aijal, Lungleh, and Demagri. 
The Welsh Mission also maintained a school at Aijal, at which 
girls attended for the first time. Inthe Aijal Government school 
72 Lushai scholars were entered on the rolls, and made an average of 44 attendances each. 
Twenty-five non-Lushai scholars made an average of 154 attendances. In the Mission 
school, during the first quarter of the year 1900, there was a daily average attendance of 20°4. 
In Lungleh there were 20 Lushais on the school roll, with an average daily attendance of 8. 
In Demagri there was an average daily attendance of 6 Lushai and 7 other boys. The 
teaching at present in all the schools is elementary; reading, writing in Lushai, and simple 
arithmetic, but a few are learning Hindustani and English. 

78. In both subdivisions the civil cases were of a petty nature; 73 cases in all were filed, 

Civil and Criminal Justice. 55 were disposed of, and 18 were pending at the close of the year. 

Civil. The corresponding figures for 1898-99 were 85, 58, and 21, 


Education. 


79, In paragraph 82 of last year’s report reference was made to the numerous land cases 
which occasioned much trouble, and to the measures taken by the 
Superintendent to remove causes for dispute. A rough settlement 
was made, some of the chiefs being given certain areas with well-defined boundaries. The result 
of the settlement was satisfactory, as only twelve cases were filed during the twelve months, all 


Land cases. 


in the Aijal subdivision, and applications were received from several chiefs to have their. 


boundaries defined. 

80. Only two serious crimes were brought to notice, both in the Lungleh subdivision. In one 
a Gurkhali woman was murdered and her paramour badly 
wounded; in the other case a Lushai killed his brother in a 
drunken brawl. In the Aijal subdivision, 35 cognisable and 27 non-cognisable cases were insti- 
tuted. Inthe former 42 persons were accused and 28 were convicted. In the latter 27 persons 
were accused and 25 were convicted. In the Lungleh subdivision 15 cases. were instituted. 
Fourteen were disposed of and one was pending owing to the non-receipt of reply to a communi- 
cation from the Superintendent, Chin Hills. Of these cases, 6 were of a very petty nature, such 
as petty theft, assault, etc. Six cases resulted in conviction, one was forwarded to the Assistant 
Superintendent, Haka, and 8 were struck off for want of evidence. 

81. The Superintendent reported that Mr. R. A. Boermel, Military Assistant Surgeon and 
Civil Medical Officer, showed great interest in his work. The 
number of Lushai patients treated in the five dispensaries and 
five hospitals in the district increased considerably. Two thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
eight Lushais were treated in Aijal, being nearly a thousand more than last year and three times 
as many as in the preceding year. In all, 5,497 J.ushais were treated in the several dispensaries 
and hospitals, of whom, however, only 152 were in-door patients. Three Lushais were employed as 
Vaccinators, and performed 754 vaccinations. ‘fhe Hospital Assistants also did 563 vaccinations, 


Criminal cases. 


Medical. 


Section 2. 
Relations 
with 
Tributary 
States and 
Srontier 
affatrs. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Administration of the Land. 





SECTION 1. 
SURVEYS, 
SECTION I. 82, The Professional Survey Party No. 6, which had been employed in the province since 
Surveys: Surveys by professional agency. November 1883, was, under the orders of the Government of India, 


disbanded on the 1st November 1899, and from that date a new 
system of provincial survey has been introduced. All traverse and topographical work is now 
carried out by a small party working under local control, the necessary professional supervision 
being supplied by two officers of the survey department. Cadastral surveys are carried out 
by local agency on the basis generally of a theodolite traverse. 
The survey operations undertaken by the professional survey party during the year consisted 
of— 


SuRMA VALLEY. 


(1) Traverse survey of t/am and other temporarily-settled estates and unsettled lands 
(including portions of the Longai-Singla reserve forest thrown open for cultivation) in 
Sylhet, with a view to their cadastral survey by local agency. 

(2) Traverse and skeleton boundary survey of certain tea grants in Sylhet. 


ERAHMAPUTRA VALLEY. 


(3) Traverse and topographical survey of certain riverain areas omilted from cadastral 
survey. 


(4) Traverse survey of certain areas, with a view to their cadastral survey by local agency. 
Details of the areas completed by the party during the year under each head are given below: 


SurmMa Vattey—SyieeT District. 


Sq. miles. 
Traverse survey of iJam and other temporarilv-settled estates, etc., with a view to cadastral 
survey eee eee os eee eco nee: eee eee 11°18 
Traverse survey of the disforested portion of the Longai-Singla Reserve with a view to 
cadastral survey ... one oe ave eee wee +. = SI°50 
Traverse and boundary survey of tea grants ose tes es 33 2°26 
eee 
Total ove aie tee ois, ave vee ee ee 64°94. 


BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY. 


Traverse and topographical survey of areas omitted from cadastral survey, Lakhimpur ... 371°40 





Traverse with a view to cadastral survey : 





Goalpara ... oes ove ic ees vee ce = 48°10 
Lakhimpur tae oon des eee ove oe = 39°35 
Total toe ae ay we ae ove ee = - 79°45 


Total area traversed... rr as ie was ee = 51579 


—_——a 
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83, In Sylhet a plane-table traverse of certain detached blocks of ¢/¢m and other temporarily- Sgctiow 5. 
; settled land, too small for a professional traverse, was carried out ass, 
by local agency. Lands. 

84. A cadastral survey was carried out during the year by local agency in (1) the district of 

Goalpara on the basis of traverse plots furnished by the Provincial 

Cadastral survey by local agency: = Survey Party, in (2) Darrang on the basis of plots furnished 

by Survey Party No. 6, and in (3) Sylhet partly on the basis of plots furnished by the Survey 
Detachment and partly of those prepared by local agency. 

(1) In Goalpara an area of 49°91 square miles was surveyed cadastrally, the survey resulting 
in an increase in cultivated area of 3,500 d:ghkas and in anoual revenue of Rs. 2,149, 
while the cost amounted to Rs, 848 only. 

(2) An area of 2°57 square miles in the Mangaldai subdivision, which had been traversed by 

the professional party in 1897-98, was surveyed cadastrally during the year. The 
survey resulted in an increase in cultivated area of 11 déghas, but the annual revenue 
demand fell off by Rs. 15, owing to a decrease in the daséz area. 

(3) The cadastral survey of an area of 23'20 square miles of temporarily-settled estates and 
unsettled lands was carried out in Sylhet. This area, with the 243'84 square miles 
surveyed up to the close of the season 1898-99, brings the total area surveyed by local 
agency in the district to 267°04 square. miles. Besides this, an “old rule grant,” with 
the area of 2°75 square miles, was surveyed cadastrally with a view to ascertaining 
whether the clearance conditions had been fulfilled. 


Traverse survey by local agency. 


SECTION 2. 
SETTLEMENTS. 


85. In this section all settlements are dealt with, except settlements of waste land grants for 
special cultivation, which are discussed in section 3 of this 


Scope of the section. . 
Chapter, and ordinary settlements of waste land, which consist 


86, The rates sanctioned by the Government of India for the reassessment of the Cachar 
district were published in August 1899, and it was decided that the 
new settlement should take effect from the 1st April 1900, and 
should be concluded for a term of fifteen years. The new pattas have been distributed since the 
close of the vear. 

87. The tlam and other temporarily-settled estates in Sylhet surveyed during seasons 1896-97 
and 1897-98 were classified during the year according to the 
rules sanctioned by the Government of India, and the Settlement 
Officer has, since the close of the year, submitted his report 
containing proposals as to the rates to be assessed in the resettlement of the area. The rates, 
as provisionally approved by the Chief Commissioner, have been published, 

$8, As stated in paragraph 89 of the previous year’s report, the settlement of the. Tezpur 
town was confirmed by the Chief Commissioner during the year 
under review. The resettlement of the Dhubri town lands was also 
confirmed for a period of 30 years commencing from the 1st April 1899. Since the close of the 
year the Settlement Officer has submitted his Note on the resettlement of the Silchar town, and 
the rates proposed by him have been approved by the Chief Commissioner with certain 
modifications, 


Cachar settlement. 


Resettlement of ilam and other 
temporarily-settled estates in Sylhet. 


Settlement of town lands. 


SECTION 3. 
WASTE LANDS. 


89, This section deals only with waste lands taken up for special cultivation, either under 


Scope éf the nictioa. the Settlement Rules now in force under the Assam Land and 


Revenue Regulation or under rule i i 
$ previousl 
settlement of such land. ae P anes 


° 


Nj 


SECTION 3. 


Waste 
Lends. 
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90. The number of applications under Section I of the Settlement Rules* was 133, against 


a29 in the preceding year. The statement below compares the 
Applications under Section | of the 


Settienent Rules. progress made in the disposal of these applications during the 
past two years : ; 












1898-99- 1299-1 900. 








Number. Area, In acres. Number. | Area, in acres. 





Rejected, withdrawn, and struck off ... 





Settled during the year ... oa es See 27* 7:725° 
Pending at the close of the year a ae wes 74 23,286 
Total eee ry tee See Aa 133 46,130 





© This is exclusive of one lease covering 11§ acres granted in lieu of a decennial lease at Golaghat cancelled. 
91. The following table gives particulars of the waste land grants settled under Section 
I of the Settlement Rules (thirty-year leases) during the past 
Cie see two years. It also shows the total number and area of grants 


in each district settled under these rules, as they stood at the 
close of the year under report : 








Altogether to the end of 1899- 
1900, excluding leases re- 
sumed and cancelled. 


1898-99. 1899-1900. 





District. 









Area, in 
acres. 


Area, in 


Number. Area, in acres: 


acres. 


Number. Number. 


























Cachar 8 25785 
Sylhet 132 85,913 
“Goalpara 2 1,928 
Kamrup ae eos 21 5,661 
Darrang es aes in 234 73,900 
Nowgong 79 30,561 
Sibsagar oe 3 ae 25% 731496 
Lakhimpur 168 64,414 
Khas. and Jaintia Hills. es 3 1,176 
Total stp vd tee 898 337,834 
= : — 


* This excludes one grant amalgamated with other grants during the year. 
+ This includes one lease, covering 115 acres, granted in lieu of a decennial lease at Golaghat cancelled. 


92. As in the previous year, there was no competition at the auction sales of waste lands 
i ear the lands were sold at the 
Auction price realised by the sale during the y under report, and . 
of leases. upset price of Re. 1 per acre. 


e 


* That is, applications for land at favourable rates, viz., a thirty-year lease, a rent-free term, and progressive rates, a premium being paid in 
the first instance. 





AREAS OF THE PROVINCE. 
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93. In Sylhet, one modified z/am rule grant, as well asa part of another grant, comprising Secriow 3 
in all an area of 2,086 acres, with a revenue demand of Rs. 2,086 Waste 
was relinquished. Five New Lease Rule grants, one in Kamrup = Lands. 
and four in Nowgong, covering an aggregate area of 742 acres, with a revenue demand of Rs. 559, 

‘were either resigned or had their settlements annulled during the year. 





Resignations and resumptions. 


94, The total number of leases settled under Section | of the Settlement Rules was 898, 
all of which have come under assessment on the expiry of the 
revenue-free term, as detailed below: 


Leases brought under assessment. 

















District, parila gel Reveoue, 
; “ ; | ‘ i 
—_— 
Cachar tne te ose eee ae | one 8 
Sylhet ree tee as ss | oa ose 132 
Goalpara oo one ate eee aed ove 2 
Kamrup oe oo aoe one ove eee al 
Darrang oes on ae see one on 234 
Nowgong oe oe one oe oes one 79 
Sibsagar ene ose ove one eee eee 251 
Lakhimpur ot His ot wis wee 168 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills... tee 4; age -_ 3 
Total wee one os es ste nee 895 294,266 2,10,024 


—_—————___:..,n—na OOO 


The revenue demand of these estates for the year shows an increase of Rs. 24,891 over that 
of the preceding year. 

95, The total demand on account of the price of timber on waste land grants under the 
Settlement Rules, including arrears, amounted to Rs, 63,163, of 
which Rs. 36,861 were realised and Rs, 5,820 remitted, leav'ng an 
outstanding balance of Rs. 20,482 at the close of the year; the corresponding figures for the 
previous year were Rs. 60,855, Rs. 26,904, Rs. 682, and Rs, 23,269, respectively. 

96. In Cachar, three applications were received during the year for land for tea cultivation 

Sey tagcat a under Section Hil of the Settlement Rules, which, with the 13 
cultivation under Section III of the applications pending at the beginning ofthe year, made 16 appli- 
cations for disposal. Of these, 13 were disposed of, covering an 

area of 271 acres, witha maximum revenue demand of Rs. 306. 
97. In Sylhet, no new application was filed during the year for settlement under Section III 
Waste land taken up in Sythet Of the Settlement Rules for land required for special cultivation. 
under Section Ill of the Settlement Of the 28 cases pending from the previous year, settlements were 


made in two cases, and 8 cases were struck off or withdrawn, 
leaving 18 cases undisposed of at the close of the year. Out of these, one case awaits the 


decision of a boundary dispute with Hill Tipperah, in four the leases are ready for issue, and 
in one the area applied for, which exceeds 600 acres, is being divided into separate blocks. 


Price of timber. 
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Saction 3. 08, The following statement relates to land taken up in the Brahmapntra Valley 


















































































Waste povaste laod taken ye in the districts under Section Il of the Settlement Rules for special 
rahmaputra ey under Section + es : 
Lands. Il of the Settlement ‘Rules. cultivation ; 
{ 1898-99. 1899-1900, Existing at the end of 1899-1900, 
Number of Number of Total 
leases ap- | Number of leases granted. | leases ap- Number of leases granted. number of 
Plied for. plied for. leases, 
District. 
é ra 3 
& rd 2 
. & Z & . % 
5 ° 7) 5 . o 5 ‘ 5 
3 SlalS)¢ (ea laleglal2)2et4ifal - é 
2 = )2 13 Ee | Sole poe aah 2 = | 8 3 2 
= Ss a i 
im 2 |< < oe al(el/a]< < 4 co < < 4 
1 | 2 3 4 | 5 | 6 1 8 | 9 10 i 12 13 4 15 | 16 | 1) 
Rs Rs, Ree 
Goalpara ve ooo | cee ves eee eee - ove oo woe ove ose eae eee I 193 319 
Kamrup ws ee S| pe hee 3 OF] ose | coe | cee | one oe vee 36 1,501 2.556 
Darrang sw sae @il) pss 8 t o7 132 it és 6 6 162 360 71 | 18] 115394] (29,672 
Nowgong ws oe 1 7 I 17 32 SF ee its ve | oes ot ois 61 46 30582 6.748 
Sibsagar ove oes 24 3 45 9 1,271 2,773 IS | ae 55 20 602 1,368 785 | 237 60,276 | 1,36,320 
Lakhimpur .. aie BG's Ges 118 9} 2982) 6,786 to ee 13 10 896 | 2.007 $18 80 26,072 59.120 
ae SS eS 2 a ae ee ee ee EE EEE 
Total oo on 47 20 174 36 40385 9752 34 see 74 36 1,660 39735 1,572 381 103,017 2,28,734 
\ 
* Revised figure. . 


There was an increase of 1,660 acres in the area and of Rs. 3,735 in the revenue deman 
of this class of estates. : 
99. The following statement shows the number, area, and 
revenue of grants under the Rules of 1838 : 


a 


1898-99. 1899-1900. 


Grants under the Rules of 1838. 














District. 
, Area, in 


Number. acres. 


Revenue. 





Kamrup ese one one 2 31 


Sibsagar os wae ove 16 55195 





Total sie oe ave 18 5,226 





ee ee a eee ee 
In Sibsagar, there was a decrease in area of one acre bearing a revenue of Rs, 2 only. 
100. The statement below gives the details of the grants held 
under the Rules of 1854: ; 


Grants under the Rules of 1854. 





District. 





Re ; 

Cachar vee “és oes oe see ee 23 25,926 7,291 
Sylhet ae one oie eee eee oul 3 3,029 852 
amrup wae eee eee oe oe one 3 920 259 
Darrang aa a aes eee ae cas 1 203 82 
Nowgong nee ast aoe oe oe ies 2 469 132 
Sibsagar aT aie nee os tee beg: 2 726 204 
Total ees wee eee bee oes es 34 31,303 | 8,820 





The area and revenue of these grants remained the same as in 1898-99. 
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101. The following table shows the Old Rule grants commuted to fee-simple and the amount Szcriow 3. 


Commutation of Old Rule grants to of purchase-money realised and remaining to be realised on jy 
fee-simple. account of such grants in each district: Lands. 










Price of com- 
mutation paid, : - 
including part- | Price remain- 
payments for |ing to be paid. 
grants sold for 
arrears. 










Government 
revenue at the 
ime of commuta- 
tion. 









Number of 


District. grants. Area, in acres. ti 














Cachar 336,207 466,683 _ 
Sylhet see 2,340 73924 eee 
e 

Kamrup _ 12,527 80 43430 ove 
Darrang tas a eee 6,758 347 27,500 
Nowgong ae eae ve 6,120 394 24,263 wa 
Sibsagar oy, oer one 93767 2,467 3,41,568 
yakhimpur aes ase es ate 30,230 1,229 1,23,610 

10,34,976 ose 
Total ... ane a ade oe 









102. The statement below gives the particulars of fee-simple grants and the amount of 


purchase-money realised on account of such grants in each 
Fee-simple grants. district: 








Price realised 
Price remain- 











District. Number of Area, in acres. ing to be 
grants sold. s 
Up to the close In 1899-1 realised. 
: of 1898-99. 900. 
a 
. ee ee 
Rs. 
Cachar oe a zt. a 23 9,587 60,150 
Kamrup ste Pde sas ar 17 4,456 19,712 Ge 
Darrang wee ase oe 78* 435445 153,024 
Nowgong 42 15,229 74,215 
Sibsagar ee or ies aes 51 30,877 3927292 
Lakhimpur ay eee eee aes 102 87,107 3,65,033 “é és 
313 1,90,701 9599,426 aoe or 
Total . . 








® One lakhiraj grant included and 8 grants held for ordinary cultivation excluded. 

The area of these grants decreased from 192,459 to 190,701 acres. The decrease is nominal, 
and is due to correction of the recorded area, chiefly in the Mangaldai subdivision. The explana- 
tion of the Deputy Commissioner of Darrang is that the revised areas of these grants, according 
to the results of cadastral survey, have been shown for the first time against Mangaldai, and 
hence there is an apparent decrease, 


SECTION 4. 


Government 
estates. 
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108. The following statement gives particulars of all waste land grants taken up in the 
Wile Eat Ricop Bien dane province under different tenures for the cultivation of tea during 


ing during the past five years and the past five years and of those existing at the end of the year 
altogether up to the end of 1899-1900. 
under report : 





Number and area of grants taken up io 











Total on 1st 
April goo. 
1895-96. 1896-97. 1897-98. 1898-99- 1899-1900. 
Class of tenure. 
a a & 3 z 
a e 5 a 3 e s s 4 e 
elalél¢ pial elelil g 
6 a @ 
3 L 3 a 3 = El & 3 $ 
z < Zz < z < Zz < z < 


























1,—Thirty-year Lease Rules ane 25 | 18,529 37 | 8.428 74 | 29,c00 28} 7,840 893 | 337.834 
Il.—Leases under the ordinary Settlement 182 | §,209 251 5,893 310 | 4.355 Ito | 1.660) 1,953] 103,037 
Rules of Assam Proper. 
111.—Ordinary reclamation leases taken for 7 781 3 189 18 764 5 271 606 115,138 
tea-planting in Cachar and Sylhet. 
IV.—Leases under the modified Ilam esi és 6° 94,231 
Rules, Sylhet, 

V.—Grants under Old Rules of 1833... ove . dae eos oes wae 18 $.35 
Vl— Ditto ditto of 1854 wee ane aes ase ove ove ase oes ik 34] 31,368 
Vil.—Grants redeemed sa cae see de tae ’ eee ie ae 263 | 287,949 

VII1l.—Fee-simple grants ove on ae aoe on on on wee ae eee 313 | 190,708 
a —— 
Total 





244 | 29.126 


43 





90778 4150 | 1.095.458 


SECTION 4. 
GOVERNMENT ESTATES, 


104. Under this section are included petty estates in the districts of Sylhet and Goalpara, 
which have not been regularly settled for a term of years, and the 
revenue of which is collected direct from the tenant. The 


demand, collections, “remissions, and balances on their account for the year 1899-1900 were as 
follow: 


Government estates. 








Demand. | Collections. Remissions, , | Balarces. 












































$ 
Di 2 
strict. 3 
3 
& S 4 . 2 “ 3& S . = 
5 EI ELZ EE; E] ELE 3 
z 1S) < & (Ss) < & ro) < & 
5 a 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 to a | 1a 13 4 
Cee ieee ein See Seneca te aie ee OP te pooes Sh ne = ee 
Rs. Rs. Rs Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs Re. 
Sylhet ove eee see 166 617 130 947 734 123 847 ooo $3 7 100 
Goalpara ” on . 18 es 18 18 Pa 18 : ise 








Total os - oe | 167 835 130 965 742 123 865 | oe oe ie 93 7 €00 


The increase in the number of estates in Sylhet was due to the addition of certain estates 
purchased by Government for arrears of revenue. The reduction of assessment of certain Ahas 
estates on account cf decrease of assets accounts for the decrease in the current demand. 
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SECTION s. 
WARDS’ AND ATTACHED ESTATES, 


105. The only estate under the management of the Revenue authorities during the year was 
the attached estate of Maulvi Muhammad Ahiya, of which mention was made in the previous year’s 
report, A survey of the estate was undertaken during the year; it will be completed gradually as 
funds allow. An area of 4,349 acres comprised in nine villages was surveyed, and chzthas and 
jamabandis are under preparation. 


The current demand of the estate amounted to Rs. 25,959, against Rs. 27,621 in the previous 
year, showing a decrease of Rs. 1,662, The decrease is nominal. It has been ascertained on 
enquiry that Rs. 1,816 of the current demand and Rs, 10,062 on account of arrear demand had 
been entered in the accounts before the estate came under the management of the Revenue 
authorities, without any acceptance from the tenants. Some of them’denied their liability, some 
are not to be found, and some had resigned their holdings before the assessment. The arrear 
demand on the rst April 1899 was Rs. 36,759, to which asum of Rs. 71 was added, making a total 
of Rs. 36,830. From this Re. 10,107 (Rs. 10,062 representing the fictitious demand referred to 
and Rs. 45 representing reductions on account of acquisition of land by Government for public 
purposes) was deducted, bringing the corrected arrear demandto Rs. 26,723. The total collec- 
tions amounted to Rs. 20,060 (current Rs. 9,570 and arrears Rs. 10,490), or 38°08 per cent. of 
the total demand (Rs. 52,682). Rupees gt, or ‘16 per cent., were remitted, leaving an outstanding 
balance at the end of the year of Rs. 32,622. As in the preceding year, many of the razyats 
objected to pay rent according to the jamabandis: some of them even denied the title of the 
zamindar, and to this is attributable in great measure the unsatisfactory progress made with the 
realisation of rents. In addition to the collections on account of rent, asum of Rs. 2,547 was 
collected as miscellaneous receipts and on account of debts due to the estate recovered during the 
year. The debts owed by the estate outstanding on rst April 1899 amounted to Rs, 64,685, to 
which Rs. 13,211 were added during the year, v/z., Rs, 2,631 as interest, Rs, 6,500 new debts, and 
Rs. 4,080 arrears of patns rents, making a total of Rs. 77,896. This total was reduced during 
the year by Rs. 25,232, or 32°39 per cent., of which Rs. 16,125 were paid by the estate and 
Rs, 9,107 were remitted by the creditors, leaving a balance of Rs. 52,664 to be liquidated. After 
defraying all expenses on account of management, maintenance of the proprietors, Government 
revenue, etc., a balance of Rs. 1,908 was left at credit of the estate at the close of the year, 


Sgcrion 5. 


Wards’ and 
attached 
estates. 
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CHAPTER III. 
Protection, 


SECTION 1. 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY. 
[BLANK.] 


SECTION 2. 
COURSE OF LEGISLATION. 


SEeriCN 3- 106. The following legislative enactments were extended to the province or to parts thereof in 
Police. Acts extended as notified to be in force. Which they had not previously been in force : ‘ 


The provisions of the Elephants Preservation Act, 1879 (VI of 1879), were extended to the 
whole of the Garo Hills district, with the exception of so much of the estate of the zamindars 
of Bijni as was transferred to that district from the Goalpara district and was the property of 
the said zamindars. (Notification No. 2424J., dated the zoth June 1899, published in the Assam 
Gazette of the 24th June 1899, Part II, page 431.) 

By Notification No. 464J., dated the 3rd February 1900 (published at page 72, Part II, of the 
Assam Gasette of the 1oth February 1900), the provisions of the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals Act, 1890 (XI of 1890), were extended to the Silchar, Shillong, and Dibragarh Canton- 
ments, and the pounds in those cantonments were appointed to be infirmaries for the treat- 
ment and care of animals in respect of which offences against section 6 (1) have been committed. 

The following Acts of the Governor General in Council came into force during the 
year 1899-1900 : 

Act II of 1899 (The Indian Stamp Act, 1899). 
VI of 1899 (Indian Contract Act Amendment Act, 1899). 
IX of 1899 (The Arbitration Act, 1899). 
X of 1899 (Carriers Act Amendment Act, 1899). 
XVII of 1899 ['ndian Registration (Amendment) Act, 1899}. 
XVIII of 1899 (Land Improvement Loans Act Amendment Act, 1899). 
XIX of 1899 [Currency Conversion (Army Annual) Act, 1899]. 
XXII of 1899 (Indian Coinage and Paper Currency Act, 1899). 
XXIII of 1899 (Church of Scotland Kirk Sessions Act, 1899). 
I of 1900 (Indian Articles of War Amendment Act, 1900). 
Il of 1900 [Transfer of Property Act (IV of 1882) Amendment Act, 1900]. 
III of 1900 (Prisoners Act, 1900). 
IV of 1900 [Indian Companies (Branch Registers) Act, 1900]. 
V of 1900 (Ihe Whipping Act, 1900). 
VII of 1900 [Currency Conversion (Army Annual) Act (XIX of 1899) Amendment 
Act, tgoo). 


SECTION 3. 


POLICE, 
107. The table below shows the total strength of the police force of the province as it stood 
Total police force. on the 31st December 1898 and 1899: 











Actual force of all ranks. 





Sanctioned force of all ranks, 
















; 1898. 1899. 1898. 1899. 1898, | 18990 
a | 8 4 5 6 | 7 
a ae Rs. : Rs. 
lilitary Police ++, aes 3,005 3,095 3,064 ,008 54,81 50,814 
Civil Police (including Armed] 430, 21408 2372 pars | 360,787 | 574.858 


Civil and Municipal). 
Raat police ae 15 15 15 15 1,616 1,486 
Rural Police one ie 6,757 6,762 6,757 6,762 3,24)472 345,553 


———————$——— 
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108, There was no change in the sanctioned strength of the several Military Police Section 3. 
Military Police, Battalions of-the province during the year 1899. Police. 





The Military Police force of the province was short of the sanctioned strength by 1 Subadar 
and 86 sepoys, The vacancy in the grade of Subadars was in the Naga Hills Battalion, and was 
subsequently filled up. Of the 86 vacancies in the grade of sepoys, 66 were in the Lushai Hills 
Battalion and 20 in the Silchar Battalion. These vacancies were being rapidly filled up, as all 
battalions have recruiting parties at Purnea. 

The drill of all Battalions was good, and discipline was well maintained throughout the year. 
During the year 1899 the Silchar Pattalion was several times brigaded with the Surma Valley 
Light Horse and the roth Jats, and on tivo occasions took part in field days in which these 
regiments were engaged, earning the favourable notice of General Sir George Luck, who 
inspected the Battalion. The Lieutenant-General also inspected the Naga Hills Military Police 
Battalion, and was much pleased with it. This Battalion also on various occasions took part 
in ceremonial brigade parades and in field days during the year with the 43rd and 44th Gurkha 
Rifles, The Lakhimpur Battalion was inspected by the General Officer Commanding Assam 
District and the Chief Commissioner, who were pleased with their inspection. The Chief 
Commissioner also congratulated the Commandant of the Lakhimpur Battalion on the efficiency of 
the Battalion, The signalling of the several Battalions was kept up as usual. Out of 4 havildars 
and 20 sepoys of the Lushai Hills Battalion examined at Silchar in January 1899, 2 havildars and 
11 sepoys passed and were granted the usual allowance. No signaller now draws the allowance 
who has not passed the army examination. There were 2 instructors and 12 sepoys attached to 
the Lakhimpur Battalion, all of whom, together with two men who were under training, were 
examined by the Assistant Inspector of Signalling. All were passed as efficient after undergoing 
the usual tests. In the Naga Hills Battalion, there were 2 havildars and 14 sepoys in receipt of 
signalling allowance, and 3 sepoys were under instruction. The Signalling Inspecting Officer 
reported: favourably at his inspection on the signallers of this Battalion. 

A portion of the arms of the Lakhimpur, Silchar, and Naga Hills Battalions was inspected by 
the Civil Chief Master Armourer during 1899, when he condemned 139, 50, and 286 rifles, respect- 
ively. Steps were taken to replace the arms condemned. The Civil Chief Master Armourer did 
not consider it necessary to inspect the arms of the Garo Hills and the Lushai Hills Battalions, as 
the arms of those Battalions are being gradually sent down to the Fort William Arsenal for 
necessary repairs, and eventually will all be examined. The Government of India has sanctioned 
the issue of Enfield revolvers to the native officers of the several Military Police Battalions in 
the province. 

There was no change in the system of rationing the several Military Police Battalions of 
the province, 

The total number of men enlisted in the several Battalions during the year 1899 was 289, 
against 310 in the previous year. The percentage of Gurkhas enlisted was 730, against 73°2. 

There was an increase of 11 in the total casualties, from 321 to 332, and in the percentage, 
from 10'5 to 10°6, The increase was shared by all heads, except “ Resignations ” and “ Deaths.” 
The Lushai Hills Battalion showed 35 failures of men to rejoin on expiry of leave, against 19 
in the preceding year, which was attributed by the Commandant to the fact that 22 of these 
men were absent without leave during the year 1898, and, not having turned up, their names 
were sttuck off. The remainder 13 failures relate to the year 1899. Increases under head 
“ Dismissals ” occurred in the Naga Hills, Silchar, and Garo Hills Battalions, In the Naga Hills 
Battalion, 3 sepoys were dismissed for disobedience of orders, and 4 sepoys of the Silchar 
Battalion were dismissed for yeneral bad conduct inthe Battalion, There was an increase in 
the number of “ Discharges,” which was 24, as compated with 15 in the previous year. The 
increase was shared by the Naga Hills, Lakhimpur, and the Lushai Hills Battalions. Of the 12 
“ Discharges” in the Lushai Hills, 10 recruits were declared medically unfit and 2 rejected by 
the Commandant, as they were of poor physique. There was no desertion from the Naga Hills 
Battalion. The highest number of desertions was in the Lakhimpur Battalion, v‘z., 6, against 
nil in the preceding year. Five of these deserted while on recruiting duty and one man while 
in charge of a sick man whom he was bringing to his home. There was 1 desertion each in the 
Silchar and Lushai Hills and 2 in the Garo Hills Battalions. The decrease of 39 under the head 
“ Resignations” (v1'z., 149 in 1898 and 110 in 1899) was mainly due to the decrease in the number 
of such casualties in the Lushai Hills and the Lakhimpur Battalions. There was also a decrease 


K 
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SEcTION 3. 


Police. 


of 5 under the head “ Deaths,” mainly due to the improved health of the Lakhimpur Battalion. 
There was a further decrease in the total number of deaths during the year, vz., 38, against 43 in 
1898, shared by all the Battalions, except the Naga Hills, where there was an increase of 1. 
The main causes of deaths in the several Battalions, except the Naga Hills, were phthisis (5) 
fever (4), diarrhoea (3), cholera (3), and pneumonia (2). Only one death from hald-dsdr 
occurred in the Lakhimpur Battalion. 

The proportion of judicial punishments to actual strength was nearly the same in the 
past two years, wz. °6 and ‘5 in 1898 and 1899, respectively. Departmental punishments also 
showed a decrease, as compared with the last year, the proportion being 4°6 in 1898 and 3'7 
in 1899. : ; 

109. The following statement shows details of the sanctioned strength of the Civil, Armed 

Civil, Armed Civil, and Monicipal Potice, Civil, and Municipal Police forces for the past two years ; 


Strength, 
——S 
18,8 1893+ 
Civil Police iis fe -_ oon 1,816 — 1,830 
Armed Civil Police eae sea aes eee ee 428 464 
Municipal, including Station Police ie one oes ace 186 17k 
Total oes we “ae tae ahs ane 2,430 =. 2,465, 





—— 


The proportion ofthe whole Civil Police force of the province was 1 to 21 square miles 
and 1 to 2,225 inhabitants. Taking into consideration only the potice employed on purely police 
duty (excluding guards, recruits, and absentees from all causes), the propertion was 1 to 32 square 
miles and 1 to 3,820 inhabitants. The total police force actually on duty on the gist Decem- 
ber 1899 was below the sanctioned strength by 4 head constables and 29 constables of the Civil 
Police and one head constable and 12 constables of the Armed Civil Police. The vacancies in the 
grade of head constables were not filled up in consequence of a proposal to reduce the number 
of officers of that rank in the re-organisation scheme. 

Sanction to the re-organisation of the Civil Police force of the province was received too 
late to take effect during the year. 

110, The discipline of the Civil and Armed Civil Police continued to be satisfactory, but any 

Drill and discipline. great proficiency in drill was not to be expected with such small 
reserves. : 

There was adecrease of 19 in total casualties, v/'z., from 317 to 298 in 1899, the percentage 
falling from 13°4 to 12°9. The decrease was stared by all the heads, except ‘‘ Discharges,”’ 
which showed an increase of 4. Of the decrease in casualties, that in resignations was mainly in 
Darrang, where the number of resignations fell from 36 to 17, while Sibsagar and Sylhet showed 
a decrease from 21 to 17 and 10 to 5, respectively. The Khasi Hills also showed a decrease of 
4, as compared with last year’s figures. Of the 41 deaths, more than half were caused by fever, 
of which the largest number, ofz., 14, were in Sylhet alone, which district also showed the 
largest number of deaths, vz.,15, against g in the preceding year. As in last year, there 
were again 5 deaths from kald-dzdr, vtz., 4 in Nowgong andr in the Khasi Hills. All the four 
men of Nowgong who died of this disease died at their homes while on sick leave. Cholera 
caused only 2 deaths during the year. 

Departmental punishments slightly decreased, the total number of officers and men 
punished departmentally during the year being 257 and their percentage to the actual strength 
of the} force 10°7, against 226 and 11°2, respectively, in 1898. There was also a decrease in 
judicial punishments, the total number of judicial punishments and their percentage to the 
actual strength of the force during 1899 being 44 and 1°8, respectively, against 52 and 2'2 
in the preceding year. 

One hundred and sixty-one men were awarded good-conduct stripes, against 181 in 1898; 
767 men were wearing stripes at the close of the year 1899, against 680, and 179 men were in 
receipt of good-conduct allowances, against 176. Altogether a sum of Rs. 10,778 was paid as 
rewards to the police during 1899, against Rs. 0,533 in the preceding year. Of this amount, . 
Rs. 8,679 were awarded for successful detection of cases under the Excise Laws and the Opium, 
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Arms, and Gambling Acts, and also in connection with enquiries into the registration of births and Secriow 3. 
deaths, and the balance, Rs, 2,099, was paid for the apprehension of absconded offenders and for poj;-,. 
good work in connection with the investigation of cases. As in last year, the police of the 
Lakhimpur district got the highest amount of rewards, ziz., Rs. 2,224. The next largest amount of 
rewards, v7z., Rs. 1,616, was paid to the police of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills district. In the 
districts of Kamrup, Darrang, and Sibsagar, the total amount of rewards exceeded Rs. 1,000. 

111, There was an increase of 14 chaukidars in Goalpara and 1 in Cachar, while Sylhet 
showed a decrease of 8 chaukidars, as compared with 1898. The 
total number of chaukidars, however, increased from 6,757 in 1898 
to 6,762 in 1899, and the total annual cost rose from Rs. 3,24,472 to Rs. 3,25,553- 

112, The following statement gives the number of warrants, summonses, and other miscella- 

neous orders served by the police during the past three years : 


Rural Police, 


Processes served by the police. 











1857. 1898. 1899, 
Warrants ase ae toe eas wee 5249 6,933 8,397 
Summonses _... aan ove tee aes 9,969 13,728 10,827 
Other orders... aes ase eve nee 13,987 13,859 11,081 
Total see ies one Ste 29,205 34,520 30,305 











The total number of processes served during 1899 showed a net decrease of 4,215 over the 
previous year. Only warrants showed an increase. The decrease in “‘Summonses ” and “ Other 
orders ‘’ was in consequence of the Chief Commissioner's orders that only warrants issued under 
the Criminal Procedure Code should be sent to the police for execution, other processes being 
served by peons. The net increase in warrants was 1,464, cue chiefly to Sylhet. Processes 
under “Summonses’’ and ‘ Other orders ’’ considerably decreased, showing a net decrease of 
2,901 and 2,778, respectively. The districts showing an increase under “ Summonses” were 
.Cachar, Sylhet, Kamrup, and Sibsagar., 

113. The following statement shows the total amount of fines imposed during, and outstand- 

ing at the commencement of, the year 1899, and also the amounts 


Eines realised, remitted, and left outstanding at the close of the year: 
Imposed during, and 
Year. cemmeulenent 6 Realised. ~ Remitted, Seperate yore 
care 
es Re. Rs. Rs. 
1898 ... ass 1,52,778 1,08,154 7,030 37,594 
1899. _ 1,48,875 1,02,624 ; 9,965 36,286 
The progress made in the realisation of fines during the past seven years is shown below: 
Year, Imposed. Reallsed, Remitted, Outstanding. 
Rs, Rs, Rs . Rs. 
1893... ae 1,13,442 2,01,577 7,999 26,128 
1894 ona ees 1,00,132 88,945 10,616 26,692 
1895 ae wee 1,15,576 1,03,221 10,046 28,916 ° 
$896... «es ¥,08,354 94.472 “8,961 33,837 
3897 ave eae 1,01,081 89,804 10,852 34,262 
3898... ie: 1,18,498 1,08,154 74030 37,594 
1899... she 1,11,280 1,02,624 9,965 36,286. 


There was a decrease of Rs. 7,218 in the amount of fines imposed during the year. The 
decrease was shared by afl the districts, except Cachar, Sibsagar, and the Hill districts, the largest 
decrease Leing in the districts of Sylhet and Goalpara, viz., Rs. 8,430 and Rs, 2,768, respectively ; 
while, on the other hand, the largest increase in the amount imposed as fine was in the Cachar 
district, where fines were imposed on a large number of accused convicted in a case of rioting. 
The total amount of fines realised also decreased from Rs. 1,08,154 in 1898 to Rs. 1,032,624 in 1899, 
and the total amount outstanding at the close of the year was Rs, 36,286, against Rs. 37,594, at 
the close of the previous year. ; 

114. The total cost of the police, excluding the amount spent on buildings by the Public 

Works Department, rose from Rs. 15,66,818 in 1898 ta 


f the Department. 
Cost of the Departmen! Rs.. 15,93,857 in 1849, or by Rs, 27,939: 


Secrion 3. 


Police. 
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The table below shows the distribution of the cost: 








1893. 189 

Re Rs. 
Military Police ave oon ose ove ove 9,54,813  9,56,814 
Civil and Armed Civil Police bs ws ses ove §,60,787. —_5,74,858 
Office of Inspector General of Police ie tee bee 51,218 62,185 
Total ts ae se wee Fe sine 15,66,818 — 15,93,857 





Besides the above, the cost of the Union Police, which was met from the Union Funds, and of 
the Rural Police, which was paid by the villagers, were Rs. 1,486 and Rs. 3,25,553, respectively. 
All the sub-heads of expenditure, except “Clothing,” for the Military Police showed an increase 
as compared with 1898. The increase took place mainly under the heads “ Pay of native 
officers” and “ Pay of sepoys.” The increase under the former head was mainly in the 
Lushai Hills Battalion, and was due to the men drawing pay throughout the year at the in- 
creased strength consequent on the amalgamation of the North and South Lushai Hills Battalions. 
Under the latter, the increase was caused by the drawal of arrear pay and good-conduct pay at 
higher rates, according to service, by the sepoys of the Military Police Battalions. 

There was also an increase in the cost of the Civil and Armed Civil Police, which occurred under 
all heads of expenditure, except “ Arms and accoutrements ” and “ Miscellaneous,”’ The increase 
under the head ‘“‘ Pay and allowances ” of officers was caused by the addition to the cadre of 
Assam Police officers of an additional Assistant Superintendent of Police for the Lushai Hills, while 
the increase in the pay and allowances of subordinate officers and in the pay of constables was due to 
the increase to the Armed Civil Police forces of the Sibsagar, Darrang, and Sylhet districts, The 
increase under the sub-head “ Cost of free rations ’ was mainly due to the drawal of free rations 
by the men of the Civil Police in the Lushai Hills throughout the year, instead of for a part of the 
year only, as in 1898. The cause of the increase under “ Clothing” was due to some districts 
having had to pay during the year the price of the clothing supplied by the contractor in the 


_ previous year, and to the purchase of clothing for the additional men sanctioned for the Armed 


Civil Police force, 

115. The total number of persons who escaped from the custody of the police was 35, against 
37 in the previous year. Of the 35 persons, 12 escaped from 
jails, 8 from police stations and courts, and 15 while in transit. 
The corresponding figures for 1898 were 7, 7, and 23, respectively, 

Altogether 25 persons, or 71°4 per cent., were recaptured during the year, against 29 and 78:4, 
respectively, the figures for the previous year, 

116, The following statement shows the classification of cog- 

nisable cases reported during the last five years: 


Escapes. 


Classification of reported cognisable 
eases, 











a a an kh an ee nd ees 
= 1895. 1876. 1897+ | 188. 3899. 
I. Offences against the State, etc. rr | 693 810 923 1,032 1,103 
Il. Serious offences against the person... 783 797 974 1,295 1,269 
III. Ditto ditto person and 1,836 2,170 1.95! 2,249 2,024 
preperty. 
IV. Minor offences against the person... 576 ‘560 638 768 780 
V. Ditto — ditto property ... 5,307 5,784 6,802 73952 7,469 
VI. Other offences not specified above ... 1,969 1,910 2,041 2,592 2,598 
Special laws... ate es 532 592 633 529 375 
Total ‘jaa sae oni 11,696 12,623 13,942 16,417 15,618 
metre 9g oes a OS a tt ee nee 
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a 117, In the statement below is shown separately the number of Section 3. 
dig episable cases reported district by copnisable cases reported in the several districts of the province 
during the last two years ; 


Police. 


Cases reported. 


c———- ~ _siIncreaee, Decrease. 
18938. 1899. 
Cachar ee toe vee eee ooo 1,496 1,365 ooo 131 
Sylhet soe oes ees tee aes 5.116 = 4,955 vas 161 
Goalpara .. ses ies aa a 1,268 1,284 16 ie 
Kamrup a. eas a eee toe 1,688 1,799 1 eee 
Darrang... ees oes aa as 1,108 1,060 see 48 
Newgong eee ove see ove ‘aoe 1,040 839 ao 201 
Sibsagar ... oe oes eae ea 2,585 2,402 Sei 123 
Lakhimpur ... ose oes aes 3s 1,501 1,449 das 112 
: Naga Hills ... we to ny Maes tos 192 110 ase 82 
Khasi ,, ... _ eee eee <e 126 123 on 3 
Garo, we oes oe ove as 237 172 oan 65 
Total ae eee ar _ ove 16,417 15,618 127 926 
Seer | 
Net decrease et 799 


All the districts, except Goalpara and Kamrup, shared in the decrease in the number of cases 
reported, The increase in Goalpara was attributed to 23 cases reported under the Cruelty to 
Animals Act, whereas there had been no such cases in the previous year. The increase in 
Kamrup was principally due to the increase of cases under Class VI (Other offences not specified 
above). Under this class alone the number of offences went up from 434 in 18y8 to 537 in 
1899. The noticeable increase occurred in cases under the Arms, Opium, Municipal, and Railway 
Acts. Nowgong showed the largest decrease in cases reported. This decrease was attributed 
partly to the more prosperous condition of the people owing to the better state of crops 
during the year, as compared withthe previous years 1897 and 1898, coupled with the fact 
that prosecutions under section 211, Indian Penal Code, had been sanctioned readily in the majority 
of cases declared false. A noticeable decrease in cases reported also occurred in the districts of 
Sylhet, Cachar, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, In Sylhet the decrease was under “ Offences,” 
“Lurking house trespass,” ‘Cattle theft,” and “Criminal breach of trust.” The diminution 
in Cachar as well as in Sibsagar was chiefly under class V (Minor offences against property). 
‘The decrease was partly due to the prosperous condition of the people in consequence of the 
good crops during the year. 

118, The suljoined statement shows the number of cognisable cases reported to, and not 


isa bl t iredintoby . : : . 
res polices EE Geer ane gee investigated by, the police during the past two years : 










Percentage of cases not 
engvired into to cases 
Teported to the 






Number of cases not 


—_— Namber of cases reported 
enquired into, 


to the police. 

















police. 
1898 | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898 | 1899. 
| a oe fy eM “a8 
Cachar ... oe ise ss 1,008 829 27 34 2°7 , 4't 
Sylhet... tee ae ase 2,613 2,502 176 165 67 66 
Goalpara ... see tes es 798 773 121 94 15°2 12°2 
Kamrup ... aes soe oes 756 819 46 87 61 10°6 
Darrang ... we eee oe 506 475 24 31 4°7 65 
Nowgong ... eee eee eee 384 356 18 II 4:7 gt 
Sibsagar ... a ove eee 1,119 1,123 156 138 139 230 
Lakhimpur ee, % es eos 8905 839 42 26 47 gt 
Naga Hills oe on oe 82 55 1 1 12 1°8 
Khasi__,, cae ane ae 124 121 3 15 2°4 12°4 
Garo _,, ose eee ax 136 126 8 1 58 8 
— - ne be | ee | 
Total ses ese nae ous 8,421 8,018 622 603 74 75 
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Section 3, 119. The following statement shows the number and proportion of true cases and of cases 
Poli declared by Magistrates to be false and never to have occurred or 
once. True cases and their proportion to ; . 
cases reported. to be mistakes of law or fact ar non-cognisable : 













Cases declared 

ey e 

to alse an ercentage of 

Percentage of ° 

erate | euied or ta), becuse to) Are oe 
be mistakes of | C@ses reported. | “reported. 
law or fact or 
non-cognisable. 


cases reported, 
including cases 
pending from 
previous year. 







District. 


1899. 1898. | 1899. 1898. | 1899. 





10 iW 
Cachar sie , 1,542} 1,423 1 352591 1,163 283 260 81°6 817 18°4 183 
Sylhet , ee wee oe | 55340 | 5,275 | 4,616 | 4,418 724 857 86°4 83°8 13°6 16°23 
Goalpara ia a ew | 1,308 | 1,312 | 1,096] 1,101 212 a1 83°8 83°9 16°2 1671 
Kamrup a ees es 1,772 1,900 | 1,497 | 1,655 275 245 845 87°1 15°5 12°9 
Darrang . 1,148 1,130 1,031 1,010 117 120 89'8 89'4 10°3 10°6 
Nowgong | 1,043 861 933 768 110 93 89°5 89°2 10°5 10°8 
Sibsagar ees ee | 2,654] 2,533 | 2,302 | 2,251 352 282 86°7 889 13°3 vt 
Lakhimpur aes 1,609 | 1,479] 1,368 | 1,264 oe 215 85'0 85'°5 15°0 14'S 
Naga Hills os ee of 192 "5 178 104 14 u 92°7 go"4 73 9°5 
Khasi ,, des ar tes 126 124 101 114 25 10 8o'2 919 198 84 
Garo, se ova rT 248 184 233 162 15 22 940 88:0 6'0 12°90 
Total... oes tee «- | 16,982 | 16,336 | 14,614 | 14,010 | 2,368 2,326 861 85'8 13'9 14°32 





120, The number and proportion of true crime to population in the plains districts of the 

province are shown in the table below, The districts are arranged 

ie Portion of true crimeto popula: according to their order of criminality, beginning with the district 
in which crime was least : 





Proportion of true 


District. Population, True crime, crime to population. 











3 4 
Sylhet te oes one sss 2,154,593 | 4.418 1 to 488 
Nowgong iad hs a sea 344,141 768 ton 448 
Goalpara eee aes ose ou 452,304 1,308 1 oy 411 
Kamrup ae oa ies See 634,249 1,655 i 383 
Cachar one oe oe ses 367.542 1,163 1 4, 316 
Darrang eae soe aoe wee 307,768 1,010 I 305 
Sibsagar an eee ae Ses 457:274 2,251 I 4 203 

~  Lakhimpur vee oes ose ove 254,053 1,264 I yy 201 
Total ws awe on aes | 4,971,917 15,630 I on 363 
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Results of ral of persons arrested 121. The following statement shows for the past two years the 


and of cases decided district by district results of trial of persons arrested and of cases decided district by 
(police cases only). district : 










Percentage of Percentage uf 


Percentage of Percentage of . persons convict- 

Pecuaees convictions to | cases ending i in ar Dia ed to persons 

ee arrests. Persons brought conviction to arrested arrested by po- 

District. to trial. cases decided. lice'suo = hae lice by order of 
Magistrate. 






1898. | 1899. 


























Cachar 67°0 

Sylhet ... eas a ees 74°0 67°5 653 58°3 63°3 73 58°1 60'°9 55°6 
Goalpara 75°5 72°6 67°8 69°9 80°0 84°6 71°7 | 100°0 | 100°0 
Kamrup os 767 | 6774) 687) 65°9| 826 | 836 679 | 333 
Darrang sie ase 76°3 70°5 73°9 68°5 86°4 85°4 79°4 50°0 
Nowgong oo te tee 80'6 73'°4 | 802 775 | 85"3 84°6 78° 40°0 74 
Sibsagar ise tae es 761 721 751 7o'9 81°7 8675 72°2 100°0 60°0 
Lakhimpur wee wt 65°5 65°4 7o'9 64'5 17°7 83°2 65'8 14°3 
Naga Hills _ 87°2 87°5 87°2 84:0 = 883, 93°7 85'7 . 

Khasi _ ,, i oH oe 76°3 64°4 776 65°9 88:0 719°7 72°5 

Garo ,, te on 68°3| S5°3| 75°83) 581 | 697) 74°6 55°4 ' 
Total... ons oe nae 72'1 68°: 67°6 64°1 80°2 80'4 67°7 | 651 








The provincial percentage of cases ending in conviction to cases decided showed a very 
slight rise, while under the first two tests it went down. 
122. A classification of true cases during the past two years 


Classification of true crime. oes 
is given below: 








. — | 1898+ | 1899. | Tucrease. Decrease. 
1 | a | 3 4 | 8 

Class _—_‘1.—Offfences against the State eee 866 gis 45 eos 

” I1.—Serious offences against the person... 1,019 1,021 2 ie 

i HL— Ditto ditto person and 2,000 1,838 en 162 

property. E 

7 1V.—Minor offences against the person ... 693 695 2 tee 

a5 V.— Ditto ditto Property ... © 6,911 6,603 eee : 308 

Vi.—Other offences not specified above ... 2,557 2,567 1o ae 
Special Laws ove o3é 568 375 tee 193 
Total ae Pear se ase 14,614 14,010 59 653 





Net decrease ae tee a toe vos oo 604 





There was a decrease in true cases under Classes III and V and under ‘‘ Special Laws.” 

All other classes showed a slight increase. 
123. The number of cases investigated by the police suo motu fell from 9,680 in 1898 to 9,498 in 
1899. The total percentage, however, increased from §7°0 in 1898 
Cases investigated by the police so ¢ 58-1 in 1899, The only districts which showed any falling off 


motu. 


in percentage were Cachar, Sylhet, and the Naga and the Khasi Hills. 
The decline in Cachar was considerable, the percentages in 1898 and 1899 being 66°8 and 58°4, 
respectively, This decrease was attributed to an increase of 70 cases in the number of complaints 
taken up by the Magistrate. Sylhet showed a gradual decline in percentage, the percentages in 


SecTion 3. 


Police. 


SECTION 3. 


Police. 
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1897, 1898, and 1899 being 521, 5t'0, and 48°7, respectively, and it had also the lowest percentage 
amongst the plains districts. The low percentage in the Naga Hills district was explained, as in 
the previous year, by the fact that the Nagas prefer to go direct to the Magistrate with their 
complaints, and that a large number of cognisable cases of heinous nature had been taken up by 
the Magistrates direct. Although the percentage in the Khasi Hills district was lower than in 
the previous year, it had the highest percentage in the province. The districts which showed 
a marked improvement in percentage were Goalpara, Nowgong, Lakhimpur, and the Garo Hills. 

124, The results were, on the whole, satisfactory. There was improvement as regards prose- 
cutions in really false cases, the percentage of prosecutions to cases 
declared to be false having risen from 18:2 in 1898 to 22°5 in 18g9. 
The percentage of convictions to persons tried also showed improvement, as compared with the 
preceding ycar. In 1898, rot persons were tried, of whom 4g were convicted, but in 1899, 132 
persons were tried, of whom 66 were convicted. Darrang showed the best results, with 17 
prosecutions, out of 41 cases declared to be false, but out of the 17 persons tried, only 7 were 
convicted. Other districts showing improvements were Lakhimpur, Sibsagar, and Nowgong, 
where prosecutions were undertaken in more than one-fourth of the cases declared false, 


Prosecutions for false cases. 


125, The amounts of property stolen and recovered were less than in the preceding two years, | 


and the provincial percentage of recoveries fell from 30°5 in 1898 to 
27°6 in 1899. ‘The districts of Kamrup, Cachar, Garo Hills, and 
Sylhet were responsible for this decrease in percentage. In all 
other districts the percentage of recoveries improved. 

126, One thousand one hundred and eighty-seven finger impression slips were collected during 
the year, thereby bringing up the total of such slips to 4,351. As 
regards the identification of local criminals, a great step in advance 
was made during the year by the publication of a decennial index to the conviction registers of 
the whole province. 


Percentage of stolen property re- 
covered. 


Anthropometry. 


127. The total number of nun-cognisable cases instituted during the year 1899 decreased by 
8y8. Of the 17,193 cases, 14,359 were instituted by complaint and 
2,834 taken up by Magistrates on their own motion or upon 
information from the police. The number of cases instituted during the past two years is 
shown, class by class, in the following table : 


Non-cognisable cases. 


— 1898. 1899. Increase. Decrease. 














Class | on ove oes er 16 
» I tae nee vee ae 1 
» Ul tee 28 
” IV 856 
ee ° . ise . 143 
» VI axe ‘ae ies Sys 323 
Special Laws... eis 435 
Total eee oe eee 452 1,350 
Net decrease ... ie eee wee . 898 





The largest decrease occurred in class IV (Minor offences against the person). All the 
districts, except the Khasi and the Garo Hills, contributed to the decrease of cases in class IV, 
each of the districts of Nowgong, Sylhet, Kamrup, Cachar, and Lakhimpur showing a falling 
off of more than 100 cases, The decrease in cases under class VI (Other offences) occurred 
chiefly in Kamrup, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, and that under class V (Minor offences against 
property) in Lakhimpur, Nowgong, Darrang, and Kamrup. The decrease in non-cognisable cases 
in Nowgong was attributed partly to frivolous or vexatious complaints being summarily dealt 
with under section 203, Criminal Procedure Code, and partly to the abnormal floods which occurred 
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in the southern portion ofthe district, and which prevented the people to some extent from Secriow 3. 


—— 


coming u,) to headquarters to lay cases before the Magistrates. Police. 

The decrease of cases under classes IV, V, and VI in Darrang was accounted for by the fact, that 
there being a better harvest during the year 1899 than in the previous year of scarcity, people 
were busily employed in harvesting, and could not spare time tocome to court, and consequently 
settled their disputes by village panchayats. The decrease of cases under class VI in Sibsagar was 
ascribed to high floods during the year. 

Increases in cases under ‘‘Special Laws” took place in all the districts, except Sylhet, 
Goalpara, and Kamrup, and were considerable in the districts of Lakhimpur, Cachar, and Darrang, 
being 181, 137, and gt, respectively. No explanation was given of the increase in Lakhimpur, 
The ir.crease in Cachar was said to have been mainly caused by a large number of prosecutions 
under the Cattle Trespass Act and the Rural Police Regulation, and that in Darrang was attri- 
buted to desertions of coolies from tea estates for the more profitable work of reaping harvests. 


128, The subjoined statement shows the results of non-cognisable cases instituted in the 


eae gvlts of non-cognisable cases insti: several districts of the province during the past two years : 


| 
| 
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1 a 3 4 5 6 q 8 9 10 i 12 | 13 14 1 | 16 17 18 19 
| | 
Cachar ae 1,282 | 15329 64 874 24} 383} 1,08} 1,077 | 468/599] 193/178! so’o | 653 | 1-9 | 28:8 | 45:5 | s5°5 
| | | 
Sylhet aig 6,365 6,274 | 1,970, 2,155 74, 693) 45232 4043 | 2,142) 2,00 | 1,068) 1,265) 3ito | 24°3 | aa] ato | 50°6 | 49°6 
Goalpara ose 378 337 328} 257] 100) 53 401 309 154] 12 144 61) 86°8 | 76°3 | 26°5! 157 | 38°4 | aur 
Kamrup eee 1,656 1,383 935} 844! 335} aco 983 841 496] 387] 35) 240] ss:r | 610 | 49°B | ato | go's | 46"0 
| | } 
Q > } | 
Darrang oe 1,424 1,322 736) 662 6} 55) 39889 826 405) 290) 278) = 168] §1°7 | So'r “4 | 4°2| 34°3 | 35°t 
Nowgong ove 14487 | 1,223 650] 4%4! 29] = 20 986 774 478) 321) $03) 450) 43°7 | 39°6| 2’o 1-6 | 48°5 | 41° 
Sibsagar eax 2149 3,080 | 1,827 1,848) 2 675) 2,326 2,400 14359] 14337| 454 45t| 58°o | 60°6 "7 2atr | 58'4 | 55°7 
| } | 
Lakhimpur ver 2,135 | 2,027 1,078] 15°57 1 166) 15465 1,606 845 918 239 956] S0°7 | 52°! sa 8a | $7°7 | 57°2 
| 
Naga Hills oo 43 35 43) 34] we 1 73 44 a9 32 9 12} 1000 | 97°F | sas a*o | 40°3.| 73°97 
| | 
| 
Khasi ,, et 106 116 2 55} 74 So} 163 196) 9;| 165} = 62 50] go'2! 47-4 | €9°8 | so’o | sors | B4rt 
! 
Garo » 36 82 22) 82 5 1 37 | 11s a7 88 10 15] 6r'r | 1000 13°9 | «. | 73°0 | 76°s 
Lushai ,. one eee 15 aaa tee ose vee oe 27 25 I - 936 
| 
| | 
| | | 
nn Po ea a je ee fea ay ed eae 
| | 
} } 
Total eo» | T8094 | 17.363 | 8,262) 8.352 650) 2,396] 12,882 12,258 | 6,503] 6,294 318°) 3.128 | 45°7 | 48°6 8'0 | 139 | so°s $1°3 
| | 
} | | | 














The number of ron-cognisable cases fell off in all the districts, except Cachar and the Khasj 
and the Garo Hills, where the increase was slight. The largest decrease occurred in Kamrup, 
as already explained in the preceding paragraph. There were altogether 15 cases in the Lushai 
Hills, 

The total number of persons who actually appeared before the courts in the several districts 
during 1899 was 12,258. Of these, 217 were discharged after appearance without trial, and of 


the 9,422 persons tried, 3,128 were acquitted or discharged and 6,294 convicted. 
M 
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Secrion 3. 123. The following statement shows the details of the non-cognisable cascs investigated 


Poltce. 


Palice. agency: “to: Honcdoguisable by the police during the past two years: 


Cases. 
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; ee eee | 
Cachar oa 25 24 19 | 3 4; 259 | 248 | ... 40 ; 342 | 383 
Sylhet w. | 213] 220 74 51 74 4 119 s| 120] 413 600! 693 3 
t 
Goalpara eee 46 3o 14 13] wee lo| .. ee guy .. 9 “ 100 53 51 34 
Kamrup we | 76] 72] 32] 47 9 2! 415 | 145 4} 13] t19] 14) 335! ago] .. | w. 
Darrang ae 16 38 12 13 86 4| os sad 2]... 3 | .. 119 5s| ... 3 
Nowgong we 18 14 8 6 1D] ow 2/ .. 126| .. oe oe 155 20} .. cae 
Sibsagar we 60} 71 42 43 2 13] 465] 530 5 | iw. et 18! 574| 675] 45| 42 
Lakhimpur we | 61 56| 33]| 26 1 2] sol 69 4 co eer to; 149| 166; 70] 75 
Naga Hills t 1 -_ 
Khasi _,, ie 3 4: |, Sexe £1 “a ie 27 Sas): se a a2{ .. 32 59 | 
Garo ,, she 4 be 1 S|] oo. ven eek see oA ae ao 9 1 on #e 
Total... 534 - zl 214 | 196 | 202 55 | 662| 802] sgo 269 | 253 | $22 | 29415 2,396 de 169 | 154 














On the whole, there was a decrease of 281 in the “Number of non-cognisable cases enquired 
into or sent up by the police under Act V of 1861” and of 147 in the “ Number of non-cognisable 
cases sent up by Magistrates to police for enquiry,” and an increase, on the other hand, of 269 
in the “ Number of non-cognisable cases enquired into or sent up by the police under any other 
special laws,” and of 140 in the “Number of Municipal cases enquired into or sent up by the police.” 
The fluctuations under the other columns of the above statement were slight. The decrease in the 


Number of non-cognisable cases sent up by Magistrates to police for enquiry” chiefly occurred in 
Darrang and Sylhet. 


180. The number of offences committed in the Mikir Hills tract, where special rules for the 
administration of criminal justice are in force, was 12, as com- 
Pigtail inthe Mikir Hills Fared with 10 in the previous year. Nine of these cases were 
accepted as true and three complaints were dismissed. Eight 
cases affecting 12 persons were brought to trial, against eight cases affecting eight persons in 
1898-99. One case, which was found to have been committed outside jurisdiction, was trans- 
ferred to another court, Nine persons were convicted, of whom one was sentenced to rigorous 
imprisonment, four were fined, and four flogged. The total amount of fines imposed was ~ 
Rs, 382, of which Rs. 376 were realised, against Rs, 238 and Rs. 276 in the previous year. 
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SECTION 4. 2 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 
181. The most important statistics of the year in respect of the plains districts of the province 

















rca betas are compared in the table below with those of the two preceding Sone 
years (1897 and 1898) : Criminal 
. Sustice. 
—_— 1897. 1898. 
1 2 3 
Number of offences reported ose a ia 29,384 32,764 31,752 
Proportion of offences reported to population... ort tin 169 Lin 1g2 1in 156 
Number accepted as true ... és eh oes 21,773 23,587 22,447 
Percentage of cases rejected es ste -_ 23°6 24°4 26't 
Number of cases brought totrial ... a wei 13,867 15,671 15,128 
os 99: persons under trial ae ave a "22,005 25,346 24,514 
Me obs, » convicted eo ace oes 12,646 13,753 13,298 
Proportion of persons convicted to population ... se tin 393 1 in 362 1 in 374 
Number of persons acquitted or discharged “Se hs 8,643 10,530 10,263 
Percentage of convictions ... pon se one 59°4 56°6 56'4 
Number of cases decided by District Magistrates es 578 396 424 
Average number per District Magistrate ae es 72 49 53 
Number of witnesses examined by District Magistrates et 1,309, or 167 each 15178, Or 147 each 1,609, or 201 each. 
Number of cases decided by stipendiary Magistrates (61 12,506, OF 205 5 34,524, OF 264 59 24,161, or 2774, 
in 1897, 5§ in 1898, and 51 in 1899). 
Witnesses examined by stipendiary Magistrates ... ae: 38, 626, or 633 59 43,352, or 788 ,, 41,502, or 814 5, 
Number of cases decided by Benches of Magistrates ae 17% 207 136 
Witnesses examined by Benches of Magistrates ... se 724 734 576 
Number of cases decided by Honorary Magistrates (17 in 708 or 41 each 387, or 24 each 458, or 27 each. 
3897, 16 in 1898, and 17 in 1899). 
Witnesses examined by Honorary Magistrates ... ots 1,931 15247 1,497 
Total number of witnesses appearing before the Courts of 55,955 61,326 61,890 
Sessions Judges and Magistrates. 
‘Total number of witnesses examined by Sessions Judges and 43,189 47,239 45,94" 
Magistrates. 
Number detained more than oneday ... ae et ; 9,553 10,010 11,601 
Percentage thus detained ... we ode eee 22 a1 25 
Amount of fines imposed (Rs.) eee * aes 91,648 1,097482 98,965 
‘9 »» realised (Rs.) ve . a 85,478 1,00,104 89,147 
Percentage of realisation ... ove ove ove 93°3 91°4 go 
Number of persons imprisoned ase at se 3,474 3,594 3,546 
vr » fned ... oe ove oes 8,861 10,233 95548 
a » flogged ase toe ave 401 222 ‘ 208 
fa » who appealed... ine su 1,449 1,688 2,035 
rh »» in whose case decision appealed against 810 996 1,018 
was upheld. 
Percentage of confirmation ove oe oe 55°9 59 50 


182. As compared with 1898, there was a decrease in the Assam Valley districts. of 796 
inthe number of offences reported, of 153 in the number of 


Offences reported. : 
cases rejected and struck off as false, and of 424 in the number 


accepted as true. 

In the Surma Valley districts there was a decrease of 216 in the number of offences 
reported and of 716 in the number accepted as true, and an increase of 595 in the number of 
cases rejected and struck off as false. 

The decrease in the number of offences reported in the districts in the Assam Valley 
occurred in Nowgong (386), Kamrup (163), Darrang (152), Sibsagar (104), and Lakbimpur (15). 
Goalpara showed an increase of 24. All these districts showed a decline in the number of offences 
under the Penal Code and an increase in respect of offences under Special Laws. 
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183, The subjoined table compares the ratio of reported crime in each plains district of the 


SECTION: province for each 10,0co of the population during 1899 and the two 





Criminal Ratio of reported crime to population. 

















Fustice preceding years: 
District. 1€97. 18,8. | 1899. 
1 3 3 | 4 
Cachar aie ‘ a 7 61 69 64 
Sylhet eas aes ove « 45 52 52 
Coslpera wee wee eee ave 33 2 = 
amrup vee oe eos eee . 4 
Darrang see eae wee . 7 75 84 79 
Nowgong eee eee a . e 76 7o 59 
Sibsagar vee oe tee eee eee one 109 122 1g 
Lakhimpur ae ee ee wee Sen aes 124 134 133 





134, The number of cases accepted as true in 1899 was 22,447, or 70°6 per cent. of the 
offences reported, as compared with 23,587, or 71°9 per cent. 
aoa Accepted as true and cases in 1898, while 9,608, or 30°3 per cent., were rejected and struck off 
as false, against 9,166, or 27°9 per cent., in the previous year. The 
proportion of cases rejected and struck off as false was highest in Nowgong (35'5) and lowest, 
as in the three previous years, in Goalpara (13°3). In Sylhet the proportion was 32 per cent, 
and in Cachar 31°2 percent. The total number of cases under the Indian Penal Code retuzned 
as true was 14,425, against 15,787 in 1898. The decrease in the Assam Valley districts in the 
number of cases under the Penal Code returned as true occurred in all the districts, w/z., Nowgong 
(387), Darrang (242), Lakhimpur (179), Goalpara (114), Kamrup (79), and Sibsagar (74). 
There was an increase in the number of cases under Special and Local Laws in all the districts, 
except Nowgong, which showed a slight decrease. In the Surma Valley districts there was also a 
considerable decrease in the number of cases returned as true. 

185, The number of offences reported under the Penal Code decreased from 24,368 in 18y8 to 
22,888. Of the 16,303 persons concerned in 8,818 cases brought 
to trial during the year, 7,609 were convicted. The annexed state- 
ment shows the number of cases accepted as true and the number 
of persons convicted under some cf the chief heads of crime during 1849 and the preceding year : 


Offences under the Indian Penal 
Code. 








Cases returned as true, | Persons convicted. 
1898. 1899. 1898. 1899. 
5 | 3 | 3 | 4 | 8 
Offences affecting public tranquillity Ses ne 634 740 1,843 2,122 
False evidence ee Se8 ae ss 32 35 18 18 
Offences affecting public safety «.. oo i 76 80 56 84 
Murder woe soa ai ove . 30 35 20 13 
Culpable homicide ui ove ose ove 37 44 56 33 
: Serious hurt ... ais eee oa = 119 122 99 97 
Simple hurt and assault ... we su oes 5,377 4,667 2,116 1,621 
Causing miscarriage .., ov ose ose r 2 one oo 
Rape toe tee soe oo Io 18 4 5 
Theft nee ove ase aoe - 3,238 2,840 1,321 1,142 
Dacoity one ose ove ove eee 15 12 15 1S 
Robbery and extortion .., es ove 59 33 32 27 
House-trespass and burglary ee oe 1,368 1,276 269 221 
Mischief (serious) ty ack 302 273 81 64 
Offences relating to marriage toe on toe 216 231 24 40 
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Of the 13 persons shown as having been convicted of murder during the year, 11 were Sscrion 4. 
transported for life and 2 suffered capital punishment. Criminal 
The largest numbers of murders were reported during each of the last two years fromthe Jéstice. 


following districts ;: 





Cases returned as true, Persons convicted. 

ey ame ~ 

3898. 1899. 1898, 1897. 
Sylhet ove ove ae tee 10 13 4 4 
Sibsagar ose eee oo tee 8 7 8 6 
Lakhimpur oes ose tes tee 6 6 3 2 


Cases of murder were reported from all the plains districts in the province. Forty- 
three persons were concerned in the 13 cases returned as true from Sylhet. Of these, 22 were 
acquitted, 4 were convicted, and 7 remained under trial at the close of the year. 

Cases of culpable homicide were reported from all the plains districts in the province. 
Of the 77 persons charged with this offence, 12 were acquitted, 32 were convicted, 2 died, and 31 
remained under trial at the close of the year. 

Cases of dacoity were reported from Goalpara, Lakhimpur, Nowgong, Cachar, and Sylhet. 
Of the 37 persons charged with this offence, 15 were acquitted, 15 were convicted, and 7 remained 
under trial at the close of the year. No case of house-trespass resulting in death or serious hurt 
was reported during the year. Of the total number of persons brought to trial for house-tres- 
pass, 221 were convicted, 88 were acquitted, and 46 remained under trial at the close of the 
year. : 

136, Of the total number of offences, 8,434, reported under Special and Local Laws, 7,473, or 
88-61 per cent., was returned as true, as compared with 7,039, or 
89°04 per cent., in the preceding year. In the comparative 
statement below, details are given of the offences returned as true during the past five years: 


Offences under Special and Local Laws. 








Arms Act, XI of 1878 





Cattle Trespass Act, I of 1871 bx 1,328 1174 
Workman’s Breach of Contract Act, XIII of 1859 637 gir 
Intand Emigration Act, I of 1882 765 785 
Excise Act, VII of 1878 240 ai 
Ferries Act, XVII of 1878 177 118 
Forest Regulation, VII of 1891 ... oes 66 08 
Gambling Act, III of 1867 a wt 18 15 
Municipal Acts, V (B.C.) of 1876 and IIT (B.C.) of 1884 esi 1,247 1,710 
Opiom Act, I cf 1878 ... ove wt 114 
Police Act, V of 1861 oe ee 1,357 1,348 
Police, Rural Regulation (1 of 1883) ae 264 359 
Stamp Act, Il of 1899 sae i ae ee 48 35 51 56 80 
Registration of Births and Deaths Act, IV (B.C.) of 1873 ae 101 8s 205 170 182 
Other Acts aoe see on aes ae 237 368 304 404 361 
| ES gees | CT ! ee 
Total eee wee ovo wee is eee 8,359 7,096 6,617 | 7,039 71473 


Se Se SS 

The decrease in the number of cases under the Arms Act occurred in all the districts of the 
province, except Darrang, Kamrup, and Goalpara. The decrease in the number of infringements 
of the Artificers’ and Workmen’s Act occurred chiefly in Cachar (122). There has been a 
continuous decrease in the number of cases under the Emigration Act since 1897. The 
decrease during the past year occurred in all the districts of the province, except Lakhimpur 
and Sibsagar, which showed an increase of 60 and 19, respectively. The decrease in the number 
of offences under the Cattle Trespass Act, which was most noticeable in Sylhet (125), occurred 
in all the districts, except Cachar, Lakhimpur, Kamrup, and Goalpara. There was an increase 
in the number of prosecutions under the Excise Act in the districts of Goalpara (48), Lakbimpur 


(28), Sibsagar (19), Darrang (18), Nowgong (6), and Kamrup (5). Sylhet and Cachar show 4 
; i 
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Sactiow 4. decrease of 12 and 5, respectively. A further increase occurred in the number of prosecutions 
Criminal under the Municipal Act to which all the districts of the province contributed, except Cachar, 


Fustice. 


which shows a decrease of 5. The increase was most marked in Lakhimpur (260). There was 
a decrease in the number of cases under the Police Act in the districts of Sylhet (88), Nowgong 
(58), and Goalpara (29), and an increase in the districts of Kamrup (57), Darrang (46), Lakhimpur 
(30), Sibsagar (10), and Cachar (5). 

The number of persons required to give security under Chapter VIII of the Criminal Procedure 
Code during the past five years was as under : 


1895- 1856. 1897, 388. 3899. 
Security to keep the peace... we =. 46 438° 347 543 252 
» for good behaviour .. see 104 97* 124 80 117 


* Revised figures. 
137, The average duration of cases decided by Magistrates of each class in each of the last 


trapuration of cases decided by Magi: two years is shown below : 





Average number of days each case lasted. 











ee Assam Valley Districts, Syihet. Cachar, 
18,8, | 18,9. 1898, | 1899, 188 | 1839. 
x | a | 3 4 | s | 6 | 7 
Honorary Magistrates sitting singly aoe 36 47 15° 40°4 22°9 28°5 
Bench of Magistrates 908 tee ese ee 19°3 35 we eve 
Stipendiary Magistrates oe se 78 8-3 15°7 17°2 27°9 19°2 
District Magistrates os. a ies 9 9 13° 40°5 16°8 80°6 





138, Of the total number of witnesses in attendance in Courts of Magistrates, 49,668, or 82'1 
per cent., were discharged on the first day, 8,772, or 14°5 per cen‘, 
were discharged on the second day, and 1,738, or 2° per cent., on 
the third day. The number of witnesses detained over three days was 312, against 264 in 
1898. The largest number of detentions beyond the third day occurred in Kamrup (67. In 
Cachar, 57 witnesses were detained beyond the third day, in Goalpara and Sylhet 53 each, in 
Sibsagar 45, in Darrang 20, and in Lakhimpur 17. In the district of Nowgong there has been no 
such detention since 1896. 
189. The following figures show the average duration of cases of persons committed 
Duration of cases committed tothe for trial to the Courts of Session in the province for the 


Detention of witnesses. 


Courts of Session. last two years : 
3898. 1899. 
Assam Valley districts ane eee oes oes 60°! 58°2 
Sylhet 000 eee eee 53°62 47°3 
Surma_,, ” 
Cachar See one ae 814 29°8 - 


140. The proportion of persons convicted to persons committed for trial before the Courts of 
Session was 60°9 per cent., as compared with 72°! per cent. in 
patios Dersemaena vices Uy Courts the previous year. In the Assam Valley districts the proportion 
was lowest in the district of Lakhimpur (§3°8). In Cachar the 

proportion was 57°! per cent. and in Sylhet §5 per cent. 

141, The amount of fines imposed hy Magistrates-was Rs. 97,915, against Rs. 1,09,382 in 
1898, and the amount realised, inclusive of arrears, was Rs. 88,681, 
or go’5 per cent. of the actual amount imposed during the year, 
as against Rs. 1,00,004, or gt'4 per cent. in 1898. ‘The decrease in the amount of fines imposed 
occurred in the districts of Sylhet (Rs. 10,094), Goalpara (Rs. 2,937), Nowgong (Rs. 1,195), and 
Kamrup (Rs. 482), while the remaining districts of Cachar, Darrang, Lakhimpur, and Sibsagar 
showed an increase of Rs. 1,790, Rs. 1,170, Rs. 142, and Rs.139, respectively. The Courts of 
Session imposed fines to the amount af Rs. 1,050, of which Rs, 466 were realised. 


Fines. 
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142, The number of sentences of whipping fell to 208, against 222 and 4o1 in 1898 
and 1897, respectively. There was a decrease in the number 
of sentences of whipping in the districts of Sylhet (31), Nowgong 
(6), and Kamrup (2), and an increase in the remaining five districts of the province. The increase 
was most conspicuous in Sibsagar (16). 
148, The number of persons who appealed in 1899 was 1,810, or 35°1 per cent. of the total 
number of those on whom appealable sentences were passed, 
Bre potas to persons having the ~The corresponding percentage for 1898 was 28'5. The orders of 
the lower courts were upheld in the case of 1,138, or 62°6 per 
cent, of the number whose appeals.were heard. The percentage in 1898 was 74°! per cent. 


Whippings. 


The following statement shows in greater detail the results of the appeals decided during the 
past year: 














Appeals Sentence Sentence New trial 
Teyected reduced or reversed or or further 
or sentence otherwise Proceedivgs enquiry 
cootrmed, eltcred. quashed, ordered, 
1 2 3 4 5 
Magistrates’ Courts tee 116 54 38 eee 
Assam Valley districts... . 
Courts of Session ... tte 254 * 50 5 7 
Magistrates’ Courts a8 438 67 135 I 
Sylhet and Cachar_... ; 
Courts of Session ... ae 330 gl 161 _ 
Magistrates’ Courts rc 554 121 173 1 
Total is a . 
Courts of Session... os 584 141 236 7 
Grand total... ose ase aes nee 1,138 262 409 8 


144, The receipts and charges of the criminal courts in each district of the province 


tis iic taal sipanditare: for the past two years were ae follow : 


ge re 
































1808. 1899. 
District. 
. Excess Excess 
Receipts. Charges. |chargesover| Receipts. | Charges. charges over 
k receipts. teceipts. 
; ri awn =e a Aor ee ee 
- s. s. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, 
Cachar on tee ove 3 12,716 27,501 —~14,785 12,345 25,769 13,424 
Sylhet aes see we on 78,848 76,419 + 2,429 68,013 81,819 —13,806 
Goalpara on os on os 9,654 17,414 | — 7,760 8,95 17,008 — 8,313 
Kamrup eee on aoe aie 12,326 15,902 — 3,576 12,968 14,646 — 1,678 
Darrang ase Ae as Take 8,597 23,202 —14,605 8,829 22,240 —13,411 
Nowgong ee oe aes one 95590 11,629 — 2,039 2779 10,813 — 3,034 
Sibsagar Poe ie ide eet 18,337 28,217 — 9,880 20,612 29,308 — 8,696 
Lakhimpur one oe owe on 15,979 22,242 — 6,265 12,116 24,993 |. —12,877 
Total of Magistrates’ Courts ... aa tee 1,64,979 1,91,345 —26,366 1,49,769 1,93,560 43,791 
Total of Courts of Session... ass ois 1,066 31,181 30,115 1,588 332036 —31,448 
Grand total ove ee a ee | 166,045 2,22,526 —56,481 151,357 2,26,596 759239 





SIcTION 4. 


Criminal 
Fustice. 


SEcTION 5. 


Prisons. 
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In the Magistrates’ Courts in the Assam Valley districts the excess of expenditure over 
receipts amounted to Rs. 34,306, as against Rs. 30,988 in 1898. In Cachar there was a deficit 
of Rs. 12,433 and in Sylhet a surplus of Rs. 2,948. There was an increase in receipts in the 
three districts, Darrang, Kamrup, and Sibsagar, and a decrease in all the remaining districts of 
the province. The expenditure incurred rose in Lakhimpur and fell in the remaining districts of 
the province. 

In the Sessions Courts in the Assata Valley districts the receipts were Rs. 356, as 
compared with Rs. 467 in the preceding year, and in the Sessions Courts in Sylhet and Cachar 
they amounted to Rs, 1,232 in the past, as compared with Rs. 599 in the previous year, The 
expenditure in the Assam Valley districts rose from Rs. 13,604 to Rs. 14,059, and that in the 
Sessions Courts in Sylhet and Cachar from Rs. 17,577 to Rs. 18,977. 

The details of receipts in Magistrates’ Courts showed a decrease under all heads, except 


.“ Miscellaneous,” and also those in Courts of Session, except under the head of “Fines.” From 


the details of charges of criminal courts it appears that during 1899 there was an increase under 
all the heads, The system under which copies of documents required by parties are prepared 
brought in a surplus to the credit of Government of Rs. 3,048, as compared with Rs. 2,977 
realised in 1898. The receipts on account of the service of processes in the criminal courts 
exceeded the expenditure by Rs, 11,716, as compared with Rs. 13,141, the profit realised 
in 1898. 


SECTION s5. 
PRISONS. 


145, From the year 1899, the prisons at the headquarters of the several subdivisions of the 
province and those at Tura and Kohima have been classified as 
Subsidiary jails, instead of as lock-ups as before. A new subsidiary 
jail was opened at Aijal in the Lushai Hills in April 1899, but no statistics were available of this 
jail, as the prescribed registers were not kept up. The number of permanent jails and subsidiary 
jails open at the close of the year was g and 15 (including Aijal), respectively, No temporary 
Public Works jails were maintained during the year. 

146. The total number of prisoners on the 1st January 1900 was 1,561, against 1,563 on 
the rst January 1899. ‘The daily average number of all classes 
of prisoners was 1,624°30, against 1,582°83 in 1898. The total 
admissions during the year increased from 9,002 in 1898 to 9,015 in 1899. These figures include 
direct admissions as well as admissions by transfer. The prisons which had the largest daily 
average population were those of Sylhet (524), Tezpur (246), and Gauhati (239) ; in no other 
prisons did the daily average number exceed 73. 

The table below gives the important figures relating to the convict population for the past six 
years : 


inumber of jails, 


Jail population. 



































ses 
— P 186. 1897. 183, | 1899 
I 4 5 6 | 7 
Number of convicts in jails and subsidiary jails on 8 
the last day of the previous year. 7 ae ae ao 
Admitted direct during the year 4,055 3,761 3,910 3,823 
” by transfer 999 3,045 1,253 1,369 
Total... or one one 5,906 5,763 5,809 5,753 
Deduct— | =F 
Transferred 1,016 1,060 1,265 1,416 
Released ... 3,837 3.967 3,916 3.986 
Escaped ... 14 18 lo 5 
Died 73 66 st 74 
Executed ... 9 6 6 4 
; | 
Total discharged ... 1949 5.117 5,248 5,485 
Balance at the end of the year 057 646 aero aa 
Daily average number of convicts os af : 1,391°59 1,370°97 1,430°34 1,490°99 
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There was a decrease of 87 in the number of direct admissions during the year. The largest Section 5. 


decrease in admissions (127) occurred in the Sylhet jail. ‘Pe iaiis: 


147, In 1899, 8 juveniles were imprisoned, against 13 in the 


Juvenile offenders. prece ding year, 


148, Of the 3,823 convicts admitted direct, 166 were females, against 187 in 1898. The 

ee proportion of female to male convicts admitted direct was 4°5 

A ines getoselige eee ae percent. The number of civil prisoners admitted direct was 77, 

against 86 in 1898. The total and the daily average number of 

under-trial prisoners decreased from 3,701 to 3,591 and from 137°79 to 128°34, respectively, as 
compared with the previous year. The average detention of under-trial prisoners in Magistrates’ 
and Sessions cases was 10°58 and 16°61 days, against 12°18 and 18-40 days, respectively, in 1898. 


149, Of the convicts admitted direct, 1,244 were foreigners, of whom 804 were tea-garden 
; . coolies. Of these, 272 were imprisoned under Act I of 1882 and 
Pomign.conrcts a6 under Act XIII of 1859. 


150. Three hundred and forty-six reconvicted prisoners were admitted into the jails and 
subsidiary jails of the province during the year, against 292 in 
1898. Of these, excluding tea-garden coolies imprisoned under 
the Inland Immigration Act, 251 were identified by police and jail authorities, against 227 in 
1898. 

151, Sentences for periods cf above three months and not exceeding six months, above six 
months and not exceeding one year, above one year and not 
exceeding two years, and above two years and not: exceeding five 
years, increased in number by 5, 61, 19, and a, respectively. The number of sentences of trans- 
portation for life was the same as in 1898, viz., 19. Sentences of simple imprisonment decreased 
from 76 in 1898 te 71 in 1899. Fourteen convicts escaped from the jails and subsidiary jails, 
against 23 in 1898. Of the 14 convicts who escaped, 9 were recaptured within the year, 8 
convicts who had escaped during the previous ten years were also recaptured. 


Habitual offenders. 


Sentences. 


152. Jail offences committed by, and punishments inflicted on, convicts numbered 994 
and 1,002, against 715 and 717, respectively, in 1898. Corporal 
punishments increased from 29 to 37. The percentage of paid 
warders punished to the total number entertained was 57°63, against 43°10 in 1898. 


Jail offences and punishments. 


153, Three hundred and seventy-three convicts obtained remission of their sentences under 
the mark rules and were released during the year, against 362 in 
1898. The average remission was 25 days in a one-year sentence, 
: and 47, 90, 139, 159, 182, 313, 242, and 316 in sentences not 
exceeding two, three, four, five, six, seven, cight, and ten years, respectively. One hundred and 
sixty-nine convicts were punished by forfeiture of marks, against 124 in 1898, : 


Mark system and remission of sen- 
tences. 


The table below shows separatcly the death-rate for the past two years among convicts in 
_ jails and subsidiary jails : 


Death-rate per mille of average 








strength, 
SSS == 
1898. 1899. 
Jails ay ai eis Sas ee 36°74 "5669 
Subsidiary jaits ae oes on ove 28°95 12°57 
Total , eee eee ene eee 1 eee . 35°43 49°63 





In 1899, there were 78 deaths among all classes of prisoners (74 convicts and 4 under-trials), 
against 58 in 1898. The death-rate per mille of average strength increased from 36°6 in 1898 
to 480 in 1899, or an increase of 11°4 per mille. Of the 74 deaths among convicts, 32 occurred 
in the Sylhet jail, 28 in Gauhati, 8 in Tezpur, and 1 in each of the prisons at Silchar, Dhubri, 
Shillong, Haflong, Sunamganj, and Golaghat. The ratio per mille of average strength of admis- 
sions into hospital in the several prisons of the province was 982°0, against 1,185°7 in 1898. The 

ce) 
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Section 5, Fatios of admissions to hospitals and daily average sick per mille of average strength for the 


Prisons. 


years 1898 and 1899 are shown below: 


Ratio per mille cf average strength 











a ——_ 
Of admissions into Of daily average 
hospital, sick. 
cee ee c mr 
1898. 18,9. 1898, 1899. 
Jails aw _ ose bee 1,015°5 961°9 55°7 46°8 
Subsidiary jails... ie aT) 1,884°2 1,070°4 47°5 27°2 


There were 1,595 admissions into hospitals, against 1,877 in 1898, and the ratio of daily 
average sick per mille of average strength 43°14, against 54°1 in 1898. 


154, As a result of the larger number of admissions, the average number of convicts under 
sentence of labour was 1,478°86, against 1,425°96 in the preceding 
year. Of these, 268°94 were employed by the Public Works 
Department, municipal bodies and private persons, and 213°98 on manufactures, against 325-92 
and 154°17, respectively, in 1898. The total cash earnings on the year’s working amounted to 
Rs, 34,238-10, against Rs, 29,194-12 in 1898, or an increase of Rs. 5,043-14. The amount 
actually paid into the treasury on account of sale-proceeds of jail-manufactured articles 
amounted to Rs, 11,365-15-6, against Rs. 9,172-3-5 in the preceding year, or an increase 
of Rs, 2,193-12-1, which is chiefly due to increased receipts from oil-pressing and bamboo and 
cane work during the year. The total credits of the manufacture department in 1899 amounted 
to Rs. 26,786 and the debits to Rs. 16,709, leaving a surplus of Rs. 10,077, The total net 
earnings from extramural labour fell from Rs, 35,057 to Rs. 32,873. 


155, The total expenditure, including Public Works Department sincadituces on buildings 


Expenditure, including the Public during the year, amounted to Rs. 1,67,883, against Rs, 2,75,871 in 
ue expenditure on 1898, a decrease of Rs. 1,07,988, chiefly due to smaller expenditure 
on buildings. 


Employment of convicts. 


The statement below shows the cost per head of average strength incurred for guarding and 
maintaining prisoners for the past six years, excluding the cost of buildings : 


— 1894. | 1895. 18:6- 1897. 1898, 


1899. 






















Dieting ose oe one 
Establishment a ove ane 1411 16 0 
Police guards eae 1a tes II 13 II 13 
Hospital charges... one ee ru riley | 
Clothing au age re § 13 5 9 


Contingencies eee ose 2s 4 § 5 2 





Total 


* Excluding dieting charges of civil prisoners, 


The total average cost per prisoner, excluding expenditure on buildings, fell from Rs, 88 
in 1898 to Rs. 77-3 in 189y. Including the amount drawn from the treasury on manu- 
facturing account, the total expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,77,880, against Rs. 2,83,876 in 
1898, while receipts increased from Rs. 50,794 in 1898 to Rs, 51,645 in 1899. The net cost 
of the Department amounted to Rs, 1,26,235, or Rs. 7711-5 per head of average strength, against 
Rs. 147-4-1 in the preceding year. 
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SECTION 6. 
CIVIL JUSTICE. 


156, The details relating to the administration of civil justice in the plains districts of the Secrion 6. 


rovince, as compared with the two preceding years, are gi erm 
General statistics. P P P By ue given Crosl 











below : Fustice. 
— | 1897. | 1898, r 1899, 
: Pe 
a 
Number of suits instituted —... te os oe 27,781 27,863 27,335 
Proportion of suits instituted to population ae es. rin 177 1in 176 | © rin 179 
Number of suits disposedof ... wee. ove oe 28,108 |. 28,136 27,990 
Percentage of cases contested... toe ase eee " 22°1 21°6 2u8 
; » decided in plaintiffs’ favour oan tes 59°3 59°5 62 
- i » _ indefendants’ favour im ee 32°2 "gra 30°r 
- » compromised oe eee eee 8&5 gt 79 
Value of suits instituted (Rs.) eee eee oh 24,29,822 22,47,178 26,30,542 
Average value of each suit (Rs.) a ass ie 87 80 * 96 
Proportion of suits not exceeding Rs. so in value oe ine 64°9 ” 63°6 63°7 : 
es " . PA » 100 5 on eos 83°6 81'g 823 
Average duration of ordinary suits before Munsifs— 
In contested cases (days) =» oe eos eo lol 104 112: 
In uncontested cases (days) ... toe ane on 50 48 49 
Number of suits pending for more than one year eee oa 106 153 173 
» appeals filed on we on oe 799 889 936 
Pe centage of appeals to appealable orders ... tee oo 23°98 27°27 27°3 
Number of appeals disposed of ae oes Ges 1,104 L194 795 
‘ 9 » on their merits 7) iy 1,043 1,147 749 
“5 ‘i ” in which decision of Lower Court 
was upheld eee one ove tee i 725 | - 736 ais 
Percentage of number of appeals in which decision of Tower Court : 
was upheld oe ove one ove eee 69'5 64° 654 





157, The total number of original suits instituted throughout the province in 1899 vas 27,335, 
ae or 528 less than in the previous year. The decrease occurreg 
chiefly in the district of Sylhet, There was an increase of ary in 

the number of suits instituted in Cachar, The variations in the other districts were slight, 


158, The aggregate value of suits increased from Rs, 22,47,178 in 1898 to Rs, 26,30,542 in 
the year under review. The average value of each suit was s Rs. 96 


Nalnest suites against Rs, 80 in the preceding year. 


; The following statement gives the average value of the suits instituted in the Assam Valley 
Judgeship and in each of the Surma Valley districts: 


3897. 18,8, 1899, 
Rs. Rs, Rs. 
Assam Valley districts... oes ase ose 82°0 79°7 89°6 
Sylhet one one ao oo oes 89'2 80°3 786 
Cachar ae eos eee’ tee eee 967 87°5 2589 


159, The number of original suits heard and determined was 27,990, or 146 less than the 


Ried number heard and determined in the previous year, 


Section 6, 


Croil 
Fustice, 
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Of the districts ir the Assam Valley, Darrang, Kamrup, Lakhimpur, and Sibsagar showed a 
decrease of 32, 90, 225 and 14, respectively, in the number of suits disposed of, and Goalpara and 
Nowgong an increase of 79 and 18, respectively. In Sylhet there was a decrease of 97, and in 
Cachar an increase of 215. 


There was a decrease of 732 in cases withdrawn, compromised, confessed, etc., the Assam 


Valley districts and Sylhet showing a decrease of 340 and 396, respectively, and Cachar an 


increase of 4. 

There was an increase of 575 in the number of ex parte decisions, the Assam Valley 
districts, Sylhet, and Cachar showing an increase of 64,331 and 180, respectively, 

There was an increase of 11 in the number of contested suits decided, the Assam Valley 
districts and Cachar showing an increase of 12 and 31, respectively, and Sylhet a decrease of 32. 
The following table shows the proportion of contested cases in these districts: 


Percentage. 
£ 1898. 1899. 
Assam Valley districts ove ove ose? ove. eve. 27°6 , 285 
Sylhet aoe ase sis ans ore tes 19°5 19°4 
Cachar its ose vee ose oes eee 10°! 10°5 
Total sen ove eee see eee eee 216 "ars 


me mee 


In the Assam Valley districts the praportion of contested cases was, as in the three previous 
years, largest in Sibsagar (43) and smallest in Goalpara (13°9). The number of cases decided 
under the Indian Oaths Act (X of 1873, section 9) was, as in the previous years, larger in 
Nowgong than in any other district. 

Of the total number of contested cases (2,688) decided inthe Assam Valley districts, 1,118 
or 41°5 per cent., were decided under the summary procedure of Small Cause Courts, and 1,570, 
or 58:5 per cent., under the ordinary procedure, against 42°1 and 57°9, respectively, in the previous 
year, In Sylhet, out of 3,202 contested cases, 893, or 27°8 per cent., were decided under the 
summary procedure, and 2,309, or 72°2 per cent., under the ordinary procedure, against 32°5 and 
67°5, respectively, in the previous year. In Cachar, out of 224 contested cases, 68, or 30°3 per cent., 
were decided under the summary procedure, and 156, or 69'7 per cent., under the ordinary 
procedure, against 24°8 and 75°2 per cent., respectively, in the preceding year. 

Of the total number of suits disposed of during the year, 13,053, or 46°6 per cent., were 
dealt with under the summary procedure of Small Cause Courts, and 14,937, or §3°4 per cent., 
under the ordinary procedure, against 12,914 and 15,222, or 45°8 and 54°2 per cent., respectively, 
in the preceding year. 

160, The results of applications for the execution of decrees during the last three years are 
shown in the following table : 


Execution of decrees. 
1897. 1898. 1899. 
Number of applications dealt with  ... on oe 17,444 18,316 18,473 
i in which satisfaction was obtained in full seo 2,768 2,975 2,501 
FS i n ” » in part mv 3,409 3,563 31379 
Amount realised (Rs.) av ove ase oe = 417,504 4453343 428,494 


As compared with the previous year, there was an increase of 157 in the number of 
applications for the execution of decrees dealt with, and a decrease of Rs. 24,849 in the amount 
realised. In 9,267 cases, as compared with 8,940 in 1898, the execution proceedings were 
wholly infructuous, In 60 cases, in which satisfaction was obtained, the judgment-debtors were 
imprisoned, in 919 cases the amount was realised by the sale of movable property, and in 968 
cases by the sale of immovable property, the ‘corresponding figures for the previous year being 
62, 889, and 956, respectively. 

In addition to the above, there were 313 cases in which movable property and 306 cases 
in which immovable property was attached, but subsequently released under section 275 of 
the Code of Civil Procedure. In 26 cases the immovable property of the judgment-debtor was 
dealt with under sections 305, 322, or 326 of the Code. In 1,035 cases possession of immovable 
property was given. Specific performance was enforced in 7 cases and in 12 cases partition 
was effected under section 265. Against 60 cases in which the judgment-debtors were imprisoned 
for debt, there were 119 in which they were released after arrest. 
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161, The average duration of suits, contested and uncontested, before the different grades of Sreriom 6. 


Dakion talks civil courts during the past three years is shown in the following C3 
table; Fustice. 
Contested. Uncontested. 
District Subordinat : istri i e 
Judge. Judge. Munsifs, isitict Subordinate Munsifs. 
Days. Days. Days. Days. Days. Days. 
1897 _ ees eee 395 192 108 1,057 69 50 
1898 -_ eee oe = 523 287 104 184 53 48 
1899 one ace _ 309 216 112 268 59 49 


The average duration of contested suits before District Judges showed a decrease in 1899. 
The average duration was the greatest in Sylhet, where it was «4 months and 16 days, In 
Cachar it came down to6 months and 2 days from 20 months and g days in 1898. 

The following table shows the number of appeals instituted and disposed of in the Civil 
Appellate Courts of Assam during the years 1897, 189%, and 1899, as well as the number pending 
at the close of each of these yeats : 


Instituted ... aoe see ose eos eee 799 889 936 
Decided ... oe ose oes one _ 1,104 1,194 795 
Perding ... one eee eee oe ves 15 430 593 


As compared with the previous year, there was an increase of 47 in the number of appeals 
instituted, a decrease of 399 in the number disposed of, and an increase of 163 in the number 
In institutions, Sylhet showed an increase of 75, the Assam Valley districts and Cachar 
a decrease of 20 and 8, respectively. In disposals, there was a decrease of 373, 26, and 1 in 
Sylhet, Cachar, and the Assam Valley districts, respectively. In the number of appeals pending, 
Sylhet showed an increase of 178 and the Assam Valley districts and Cachar a decrease of 10 
and 5, respectively. 

On the 31st December 1899, there were 28 appeals on the files of the superior courts of 
the province, which had been pending for more than a year, as against 36 similarly pending at 
the end of 1898. Of these 28 appeals, 22 were in the district of Sylhet, w¢z., 7 before the 
District Judge, 9 before the Subordinate Judge, and 6 before the Additional Subordinate Judge; 
the remaining 6 were before the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar. 

The proportion of appeals actually preferred to the 3,428 cases, in which an appeal lay to the 
Subordinate Appellate Courts, was 27°3 per cent.,as compared with 27°27 per cent, in ROE 
The highest percentage occurred in Sylhet (31°99). : 

The table below compares the ratio of appeals to appealable decisions in the two valleys 


during the past three years: 


pending. 


1897. 1898. 1899. 

Assam Valley districts ove ose oes 24°81 24°02 22°53 
Sylhet ove 23°95 29°73 31°92 

Surma_,, ” Cachar 4. ae 17°10 35°78 21°67 


Of the 798 appea's disposed of in 1899, 749 were disposed of on their merits, In 490 cases, 
against 736 in 1898, the decisions of the Lower Courts were confirmed. The results in this respect 
in the two valleys during the paet three years are compared below : 


1897. 1898. 1899. 
Assam Valley districts See as -_ Ses 6o'r 6r 661 
Sythet oe eee ove 72°9 63°6 63°32 

eee ee! hae sie i” Boy «BN 818 


162, The figures below represent the surplus of the receipts over the expenditure of the 
civil courts in Assam during the past five years: 


Financial results. 
Rs. 
1895 on ave eee AY 1,51,679 
1896 ove * eee tee eee 1,46,859 
1897 oe Sea ‘ 7 ‘ ore 1,38,640 
3898 eve * os . o ae 1,70,915 
1899, oe oo ” o ” ove one 169,824 


Srctiow 6. 


Csvsl 
Justice. 
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The total receipts during the year amounted to Rs. 4,17,795 and the expenditure to 
Rs. 2,47,971, the figures for the previous year being Rs. 4,22,1g0 and Rs. 2,51,278, respectively. 
Both receipts and expenditure decreased. The greatest decrease in receipts was under “ Process 
fees” (Rs. 1,09,229), the other heads showing small increases. Under Disbursements the decrease 
occurred under ‘Salaries of judicial officers” (Rs, 1,01,701) and of process-servers (Rs. 33,277), 
and contingencies and refunds (Rs. 14,843). Compared with 1898, the receipts decreased by 
Rs. 5,593 and Rs, 4,003 in the Assam Valley districts and Sylhet, respectively, but increased by 
Rs. 5,201 in Cachar. 

The surplus receipts over expenditure in the two valleys during the past two years was 
distributed thus: 


1898. 1899. 
Rs. Rs. 
Assam Valley districts soe tos aoe ove 57464 54,392 
Sylhet oes aes asi ase 3,03,374 1,00,061 
Surma _,, 3 
Cachar _... wee tee tee 10,077 15,372 








1,70,915 —1,69,824 








163. The following abstracts relate to the administration of civil justice in the hill 
Civit justice in the hill districts. districts: 

Naga Hills—Two hundred and five civil suits were instituted in 1899, being an increase of 
44 over the previous year’s figures, due to the institution of a larger number of petty Naga cases. 
Including 8 cases pending from 1898, the total number of suits was 213, of which 40 were 
disposed of by the Deputy and 156 by the Assistant Commissioner, one case was transferred to 
another court, leaving 16 cases pending at the close of the year. The value of the suits instituted 
decreased from Rs. 10,089 in 1898 to Rs. 7,806 in the year under report, of which 165 cases were 
for amounts of Rs. 50 and under. Of the 196 suits disposed of in the Naga Hills in 1899, one was 
decided by arbitration and 14 without trial, 137 were contested and 44 uncontested. The average 
duration of contested and uncontested suits was in both cases 16 days, as compared with 15 
and 41 days, respectively, in the previous year, The number of applications for execution of 
decrees admitted during 1899 was 49, and 62 were pending at the close of 1808, making a total 
of 111 for disposal, against 108 in the previous year. Of these, 20 were transferred to other 
courts and 36 were disposed of, leaving 55 pending on 31st December 1899. The amount 
realised was Rs. 1,636, against Rs. 3,011 in 1898. The receipts of the civil courts fell from 
Rs. 1,176 in 1897 and Rs. 931 in 1898 to Rs. 842 in 1899. ‘Ihe estimated charges amounted to 
Rs, 2,368, as compared with Rs, 1,775 in the previous year. 

Khasi and Faintia Hills—One hundred and seventy-four cases were instituted in the 
regular courts and 13 inthe village courts (Dollois), against 183 and 21, respectively, in 1898. 
Of the total number (215) of cases for disposal, 186 were disposed of, and 29 remained pending 
at the close of the year. The total value of suits instituted in the regular courts amounted to 
Rs. 30,568, and that of suits before village courts to Rs. 3,786, against Rs. 20,920 and Rs. 12,828, 
respectively, in the previous year. Seven appeals were filed before the Deputy Commissioner, one 
against the decision of the Subdivisional Officer, Jowai, and 6] against those of the Sub-Deputy 
Collector, Shillong. In 3 cases were the findings of the Lower Court confirmed, and in 1 reversed. 
‘Two cases were remanded for retrial. There were 165 applications for execution of decrees, of 
which 45 were pending from 1898. In 70 cases, the decrees were wholly or partially satisfied, 
12 were transferred to other courts, and 20 cases were wholly infructuous. There remained 63 
cases pending at the close of the year. The total receipts from Civil Justice amounted to Rs, 2,756 
and charges to Rs. 2,712, against Rs. 2,547 and Rs. 2,104, respectively, in the previous year, 

Garo Hills——In the Garo Hills the number of suits instituted fell from 88 to 78 in the year 
1899. There were 83 cases for disposal, including one perding from the previous year, and 
4 cases revived. Of these, 73 cases were disposed of, leaving 10 pending at the close of the 
year, 62 of these suits were disposed of by the Deputy Commissioner, and 11 by the District 
Superintendent of Police, who has civil powers under the Rules for the Administration of Civil 
Justice in the Garo Hills, Seventy-seven of the suits instituted in the regular courts were for 
money or movables of a total estimated value of Rs, 5,576, and the remaining one was a title suit 
relating to immovable property. The number of applications for execution of decrees was 
20, of which 3 ‘were transferred to other courts, § were partially satisfied, 9 were wholly 
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infructuous, and three remained pending at the close of the year. The amount realised was Sectiow 7. 
Rs. go, against Rs. 681 in 1898. The receipts of the civil courts amounted to Rs. 459 and the Registration. 
charges to Ra. 5,176. 

Eastern Duars tn Goalpara.—tin the Eastern Duars, 64 suits were instituted, against 65 in 
the preceding year. The number of suits for disposal was 75, of which 53 were disposed of, and 
22 cases were pending at the end of the year. With the exception of 4 cases, which wete tried by 
regular courts, all the above cases were decided .according to the awards of panchayats. The 
total value of -suits instituted amounted to Rs. 5,223, against Rs. 5,928 in the previous year. 
There were 30 applications for execution of decrees, including 6 pending from previous year, of 
which 18 were wholly or partially satisfied, 15 struck off for default, and 7 remained pending at 
the end of the year, There were no appeals against the decisions of the lower courts, and no 
applications for revision during the year. 

North Cachar.—The number of suits instituted during 1899 was 341, against 212 in 1898. 
Including the 10 cases pending at the close of 1898 and 7 revived, the tota! number for disposal 
came to 378 cases, of which 376 were disposed of and 2 remained-pending at the end of the 
year. The aggregate value of suits amounted to Rs. 65,833, against Rs. 32,829 in 1898 and 
Rs. 14,386 in 1897. The average value of each suit was Rs, 182, against Rs. 149 in 1898. The 
increase was due to the influx of foreign population working on the Assam-Bengal Railway, who 
frequently have recourse to the civil court to arrange their disputes. The average duration of 
cases rose from 15 daysin 1898 to 17 days, There were 7 appeals, against g in the previous year, to 
the Deputy Commissioner from the decisions of the subdivisional court, of which only 1 was 
disposed of, in which the judgment of the lower court was upheld, and 7 remained pending 
at the close of the year. The number of applications for execution of decrees rose from 64 in 
1898 to 163 in 1899, and 13 were pending from the previous year. In 78 cases the decrees were 
satisfied in full and in 21 partly, in 29 the decrees were wholly infructuous, and 32 cases 
remained pending at the close of 1899. The amount realised was Rs, 16,012, against Rs. 7,745 in 
1898. The receipts of the civil court amounted to Rs, 6,214 and the charges to Rs. 5,672; the 
corresponding figures for the preceding year were Rs, 2,841 and Rs. 4,749. 


SECTION 7. 
REGISTRATION. 


164, The following statement shows the total number of documents of each class registered 


iecuiiiaiase ta ipa soon: in the several districts of the province during the past two 







years : 
Powers to adopt 
Immovable other than those Grand total. 
Property. Movable property. conferred by : 


wills. 

















Cachar sea Te 04 

Sylhet os a 29,842 26,432 33,917 30,475 
Goalpara vee oe 779 738 1 877 

Kamrup we te 597 539 793 748 
Darrang sv ive 174 212 292 318 
Nowgong nae as . 38 43 161 190 
Sibsagar ais a 1,287 1,267 1,762 1,677 
Lakhimpur__... see 324 379 4 1 560 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... go 57 102 jo 
Garo Hills... aes 1 1 24 27 
Total te caine Ms 38,164 34,864 55794 55792 123 | 80 i 1 | 44,082 | 4°,737 








The total number of documents registered fell from 44,032 in 1898-99 to 40,737 in 1899- 
1900, showing a net decrease of 3,345 documents, or 7°59 per cent., which was principally due to 
the decrease of 3,442 documents in the district of Sylhet, the heaviest falling off occurring under 
“Instruments of sale or exchange.” The chief reason for this decrease is that, owing to the low 
price of food-grains throughout the district, there was less occasion than usual for the execution 
of documents for sale of immovable property. — 


Szcrion 8. 


Munici- 
palsties. 
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Of the 40,737 deeds registered during the year, 34,864, or 85°58 per cent., related to 
immovable property, against 38,164, or 86°58 per cent., in 1898-99, and 5,792, or 14°22 per 
cent., to movable property, against 5,794, or 13°14 per cent., in the preceding year, ‘while the 
number of wills and authorities to adopt was 81, against 124 in 1898-99. Of the 34,864 deeds 
relating to immovable property, 30,577, or 87°70 per cent., related to transactions, the registration 
of which was compulsory, as compared with 34,079, or 89°29 per cent., in 1898-99, the decrease 
of 3,502 being principally in the district of Sylhet. The number of documents relating to immove- 
able property, the registration of which was optional, registered during the year. was 4,287, or 
22°29 per cent., against 4,085, or 10°71 per cent., in the preceding year. The small increase of 202 
deeds which occurred in this class was shared by all the plains districts, except Kamrup and 
Nowgong. As in previous years, there were but few registrations of wills and authorities to 
adopt, the largest number registered in any district in 1899-1900 being 27 in Sibsagar. 


165, The total aggregate value of tke immovable property affected by registration was 
Rs. §3,75,632 in 1899-1900, against Rs. 55,72,916 in the preceding 
tor Agereeate value of property regis year, and that of moveable property was Rs. 14,98,129, as compared 
with Rs, 14,93,841 in 1898-99. The average value of each 
transaction was Rs, 173, against Rs, 164 in 1898-99. 
166, The average time taken to complete registration of a document in 1899-1900 was 1°62 days, 
against 1°75 days in 1898-99. Twenty-six Sub-Registry offices 
anos: time taken to complete regis were in existence. In 7 offces the average time taken to effect 
registration was longer than in the preceding year, while in the 
remaining 109 Offices it was the same or less, 

167, Two hundred and forty-three documents of all descriptions, as compared with 227 docu- 
ments in 1898-99, were impounded by the registering officers on 
account of their having been written on insufficiently-stamped paper. 
Underestamping was attributed to mistake, except in three cases in the district of Sylhet and one 
in Cachar, in which the persons concerned were prosecuted for evasion of the Stamp Law. 


168, The total receipts of the Registration Department amounted to Rs. 51,294-14-6, against 
Rs. 55,252-7-3 in 1898-99, showing a decrease of Rs. 3,957-8-9, or 
77% per cent. The total expenditure was Rs, 30,207-15-4, as 
compared with Rs. 30,842-0-11 in 1898-9¢, showing a decrease of Rs. 634-1-7, or 2°09 per cent, 
due principally to the decrease in the amount of commission drawn by Sub-Registrars, 
169, As in the preceding year, registrations of marriage and divorce under the provisions of 
the Muhammadan Marriage Registration Act, I (B.C.) of 1876; 
‘oo Marriage Registration + ore effected in the district of Sylhet alone. Three hundred and 
fifty-two marriages were registered during the year, against 382 in 
1898-99. There were 50 divorces other than Ahulas registered, against 34 in the preceding year, 
the number of &hu/as registered remaining the same (67) in both the yeare. The total number of 
divorces and marriages registered under Section 26(4) of the Act was 24, against 28 in 1898-99, 
No case of refusal of marriage or divorce by the Marriage Registrars occurred during the year. In 
7 cases only the Muhammadan Marriage Registrars were invited to attend the marriage ceremonies 


Documents impounded. 


Receipts and expenditure. 


“of their co-religionists, against 40 cases in the previous year. The total receipts under the 


Act amounted to Rs. 532-4 in 1899-1900, against Rs. 594-8 in the preceding year, the whole of 
which was retained by the Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 
170. There was an improvement in the matter of inspection of Sub-Registry offices by 


saspect the District Registrars, only 4 offices remaining uninspected. 
As) 100. 


SECTION 8. 
MUNICIPALITIES. 


1'71. At the close of the ycar there were, as in the previous year, in Assam three municipalities 
established under Act III (B.C.) of 1884, six second-class muni- 

gum et municipalities and pope- cinalities under Act V (B.C.) of 1876, two stations, and three 
unions—an aggregate of fourteen municipal institutions with a 

population of 84,727. The populations within the jurisdiction of the various municipal bodies 
varied from 14,027 in Sylhet to 2,211 in Golaghat, the figures in all cases being those of the 


census of 1891. 
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172. The elective system is in force in six municipalities. Bye-elections took place during the Sectiow 8. 
year in Dhubri and Goalpara. ‘The ‘municipalities of Sylhet and yr. 
Gauhati elected a new Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively, | palities. 
and there was no change in Dibrugarh. A general election held 
in Silchar in February 1goo resulted in the election of 1a members, 10 of whom were members of 
the retiring body. Only 14°6 per cent. of the persons qualified to vote voted at the election. 

173. The following table shows the composition of each municipality, station, and union at the 


Results of elections held during the 
year. 














Constitution of Committees. close of the year: 
Occupation or 
Number of members. Race. profession. 
Name of municipality, station, or union. < dj ‘a 
S o~] . * ° 
*/2)/2)/4i]é68 |g] a l3 
M g 2 x) 5 3 & S 
Z (s) & cs) Zz ° z 
1 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 
Silchar 6 12 20 4 16 7 33 
Sylhet 5 10 15 1 14 3 12 
Dhubri 7 9 2 7 5. 4 
Goalpara ... 8 9 ow 9 3 6 
* Municipalities ...< Gauhati ... 3 5 10 4 6 2 8 
Barpeta ... 7 Sei 8 -_ 8 1 7 
Tezpur 8 sme 10 2 8 6 4 
Nowgong ... 9 eee MW 2 9 4 7 
Dibrugarh... 4 9 14 6 8 5 9 
Sibsagar . 5 hat 7 2 5 2 5 
Stations wf £ 
. Shillong... 6 ay 9 4 5 6 3 
: Habiganj ... 5 Pee 6 a3 6 3 3 
Unions 4 Jorhat 5 an 6 1 5 3 3 
\Golaghat ... 5 ote 6 1 5 1 5 
Total 68 51 140 29 | wt 51 89 








Percentage on total... 48°57 36°43 wei 20°71 79°29 36°43 63°57 





—_ 


174, One hundred meetings were held, against the same number in the preceding year. 
Twelve or more meetings were held by the Municipal Committees 
of Silchar, Sylhet, Goalpara, and Barpeta, but no other committee 
held more than seven meetings. The Dibrugarh Commissioners held only two meetings, the 
neglect to hold a Jarger number being attributed to the delay in notifying the appointment of a 
new Chairman. 

175. In the municipalities of Sylhet, Goalpara, and Nowgong the tax on persons was in force, 
rates being levied on holdings in all the other municipalities. The 
maximum assessment on the value of holdings was, as in the 
previous year, levied in Silchar, Gauhati, and Shillong. The average incidence of taxation for 
the whole province was 8 annas 6 pies. Asin previous years, it was only in Shillong that the 
incidence was more than one rupee per head cf the population. In no other place did it reach 
12 annas. a 

176. In the Dhubri Municipality, a revision of the list of assessees led to an increase of 
Rs. 1,720 in the revenue. In Goalpara, the revenue was raised by 
increasing the assessment on Government buildings, the temporary 
structures erected after the earthquake having been replaced by permanent buildings. A_ partial 
revision of the assessment in. Gauhati led to an enhancement of the revenue by Ks. 809, while a 
revision in Barpeta resulted in a decrease of Rs. 102, the earthquake and floods having caused much’ 
diminution in the value of property. In Dibrugarh, the revenue from taxation was raised by Rs.95 


Q 


Meetings. 


Assessments and taxation. 


Revision of assessment. 


Section 8. andthat from latrine rate lowered by Rs. 323. 





Munsci- 
palitses, 
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The stations of Sibsagar and Shillong and the three 
unions revised their assessments during the year, in each case enhancing the revenue demand. 

177. The table below gives the totals under these heads for the years 1898-99 and 1899-1900 
for the whole province, and includes the following rates and 
taxes :—Taxes on houses and land and persons, and on animals and 
vehicles, water-rates, and latrine taxes: 


Demands, collections, remissions, and 
outstandings on account of taxes. 



























































e ! 6 3 | 
Demands, Collections. Sy 13° 6 Remissions. 
c c 

é g g - : 

3 nod Boa vu 

3 3S 3 & 3 

Name of municipality, station, or 8 = ? = s 

ublube - S r= i c 3 

H ° te 

vd Ney ue pei} S 

“ s = “ S a ce 28 ce S ec a Se a 

Fi £ 3 § E = o2 g2 £2 £ FS I 2s a 

E 3 3 5 3 3 c2 >3 og 5 = ° Bo 3 

< 1S) al < =) td a a a <) ¥ oa a” fo) 

1 3 3 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 ur i313 % ‘5 

| | 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs Rs. 
1899-1900 10,003 , 97,848 | 1,07,851) 7.241 87.854 | 95.095; 72939] 9°79! 83-17 1,296 1,849 3.145! 2°92] 9,618 
1898-99 9-934 | 93-333 | 1.03269] 7,912 | 81,636 | 89.548 | 79°65 | 87°46 | 86°71 | 049 | 2.954 | 3.803 3°68 | 9.918 











The total demand, current and arrear, was Rs. 1,07,851; and of this, Rs. 95,096, or 88°17 
per cent., was realised, as compared with 80°71 per cent. in 1898-99. The realisations were 
generally better than in 1898-99, the worst result being shown by Goalpara (76°29 per cent.) and 
Sibsagar (78-98 percent.). The percentage remitted for the whole province was 2°92, as compared 
with 3°68 in 1898-99. 

178, The following table shows separately the opening balance, the income from all sources, 
and the expenditure of each municipality, station, and union and 


of the whole province during 1898-99 and 1899-1900: 


Income and expenditure. 













— Some 


Total funds avail- 
able for expendi- 
_ ture. 


Income during the 


Opening balance. year, 


Total expenditure. | Closing balance. 


Name of municipality, 
station, or union. 























Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs Rs. 

Silchar 2,709 45770 23,267 20,557 25,976 255327 21,205 21,044 45770 4,284 

Sylhet 16,754 | 8,516 19,263 175771 36,017 26,287 27,501 23.025 8,516 2,362 

Dhubri 6,917 7,004 10,254 11,624 17,171 18,629 10,165 10,838 7,004 7,791 

Goalpara ... 58 5 51323 6,342 55380 6,347 55375 5,536 5 810 

Municipalities < Gauhati ...| 8,913 | 3,716 40,489 60,191 49,402 63,906 45,086 57,125 | 3,716 | 6,781 
Barpeta ... | 13,130] 12,694 10,335 10,088 23,465 22,782 10,771 8,557 | 12,604 | 14,224 

Tezpur... 98 993 17,844 18,222 17,942 19,215 16,950 18,423 | 993 792 

Nowgong... 586 478 11,539 11,065 12,125 11,543 11,648 9,729! 4781 1,814 

Dibrugarh... 26 5 34,179 35,944 34,205 35,949 34.200 35.821 5 128 

Bice a on 192 299 11,966 12,094 12,158 12,393 11,859 12,079 299 315 
Shillong ...| 4,830 655 20,571 48,691 25,401 495346 24,746 48,131 655 | 1,215 

Habiganj... | 1,982] 4,726 75131 5.404 9,113 10,130 45366 5.379 | 4,726 | 4,751 

Unions wd Jorhat 3,846 | 5,039 6,534 6,510 10,380 11,549 55342 7,580 | 5,039 | 3,969 
Golaghat... | 1,520 | 1,522 6,033 7;073 7,554 8,595 6,032 5212) 1,522 | 3,382 

Total ae ve | 61,561 | 50,422 | 2,24,728 | 2,71,576 ] 2,86.289 | 3,217,008 | 2.35,967 | 2,60.379 Pee 52,618 


‘ 
t 








Mn were ee | 
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The total amount available for expenditure rose from Rs. 2,86,289 to Rs. 3,21,998 and the aa etioN 8. 

total expenditure from Rs, 2,35,867 to Rs. 2,69,379, leaving a closing balance of Rs. 52,618, = en 
compared with Rs. 50,422 in the previous year, The large closing balance of ee Barpeta Munici- 
pality was accounted for in last year’s report, but the expenditure of this municipality was very 
small, falling more than Rs. 2,000 short of the budget provision. The large nnespended balance 
of Rs. 7,791 in Dhubri consisted entirely of money to the credit of the market fund, which, it is 
reported, was not required for the market and could not legally be used for any other purpose: 
The Gauhati Municipality was unable to utilise during the year the whole of the Government pan 
of Rs. 13,560 for the improvement of the water-supply. The large closing balances at the credit 
of the unions of Jorhat and Golaghat are being kept in hard with the object of improving the 
water-supply and drainage of the unions. No steps were taken during the year under report to 
utilise the large balance of the Habiganj Union. In the case of other municipal bodies there 
has been an improvement in this respect, but the working balances of Dibrugarh and Sibsagar 
were again unduly low at the close of the year. 


INCOME, 
179, The following table shows the revenue derived from taxation proper (that is, tax cn per- 
sons, houses, and lands, tax on animals and vehicles, tolls on ferries, and conservancy and water- 
Fates, in each municipality, station, and union in 1899-1900 and in each of the four preceding ycars: 











icipalities, | Stations. Unions. 
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The total increase, as compared with 1898-99, was Rs. 3,772. 
palities, station, and union the receipts were less than in the 
Dhubri, Nowgong, Sibsagar, and Habiganj. 
Gauhati and Shillong. 


In the following munici- 
preceding year :— Silchar, Sylhet, 
The only considerable increases of taxation were in 


180, The revenue derived from this source increased by 617 percent. It decreased in five 


ee ee ere ae places, the largest falling off being in the taunicipalities of Silchar 
peredes: and Sylhet. In Silchar the diminution in receipts was attributed 

to reduction last year of a heavy outstanding balance of Rs. 1,600, 
while the Sylhet Municipality explained that the reduction of about Rs. 400 in the receipts from 
this tax was due to a decrease in the population caused by malarial fever. 
palities, union, and station considerably increased their income 
(Rs. 903), Goalpara (Rs, 502), Gauhati (Rs. 1,153), Gol 
Shillong (Rs. 1,247). 


181, The revenue under this head rose from Rs. 7,890 to Rs. 8 


The following munici- 
under this head :—Dhubri 
aghat (Rs. 618), Dibrusarh (Rs. 562), and 


: 2723. The most noticeable ¢ 
Tax on animals and vehicles. increases were in Gauhati (Rs. 540) and Tezpur (Rs. 371) 


. 


182. There are no tolls on roads in the province. The income from ferries fell from 


Rs. 18,315 to Rs. 16,519. No clear explanation has been given of 


Tolls on roads and ferries. hee . F . 
the decline in revenue from this source in Silchar (Rs. 858) and 
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Tezpur (Rs. 308). The decline in Sylhet (Rs. 976) was due partly to delay in collecting the 
revenue. It has, however, been recovered since the close of the year. Competition raised the 
sae revenue under this head in Gauhati by Rs. 400. 

: 183, Water-rate is levied only in the municipality of Gauhatiand the station of Shillong. The 
aggregate amount of the tax rose from Rs. 12,741 to Rs. 15,038, 
an increase of 1802 per cent. In Gauhati the increase was 
Rs. 1,626 and in Shillong Rs. 671. The increase in the former municipality was accounted for 
by the assessment of all the new holdings in the town to water-rate and to the increase in the 
valuation of holdings improved during the year. In Shillong a namber of rate-payers began 
to pay water-rate during the year on the conclusion of the. term for which they had paid 
advances, 

184, As Act V (B.C.) of 1876 does not provide for a latrine tax, the amount realised by the 
Caieeiaces Getiaaiae Seaveachas municipalities of Dhubri and Nowgong as payment for cleaning 
and latrine rates. private latrines has been entered as revenue derived from conservan- 
cy receipts (other than rates and taxes), and not under this head, as 
was done last year. There was a general increase in the revenue derived from conservancy 
(including scavenging and latrine rates). In Gauhati (Rs. 615), it was due to the assessment of 
new holdings and an increase in the number of private latrines. The increase in Dibrugarh 
(Rs. 440) was apparently the result of an increase in miscellaneous conservancy receipts, as there 
was a falling off of Rs. 322 in latrine rates. 

185, The only revenue under this head was that derived from pounds. It fell from Rs. 20,414 

in 1898-99 to Rs. 18,346 in the year under report. 


Section 8, 





Water-rate. 


Realisations under Special Acts. 


186, Under this head are comprised the various sources of revenue, such as fees for markets 

.and slaughter-houses, fines under Municipal and other Acts, etc. 

Genet aad ones Behe municipal “The total revenue amounted to Rs. 46,397, aS compared with 

Sam Rs. 42,077 in the preceding year. Of the increase, Rs. 3,262 re- 

presents the revenue derived in Dhubri and Nowgong as payment for cleansing private latrines, 
receipts which were wrongly credited in the previous year as municipal rates and taxes. 

187. Grants made to municipalities from Provincial and Local Funds amounted to Rs. 58,527» 

. against Rs. 49,038 in 1898-99. Of the difference, Rs. 9,299 

esl acd ipripeocrel represents the amount drawn during the year of a special grant 

of Rs. 13,950 made to the Shillong Station Committee for general 


purposes. ; 
188. The total receipts under this head amounted to Rs, 4,709, against Rs. 3,773 in the 
Miscellaneous. year beore. 
EXPENDITURE. 


189, The total expenditure in the municipalities, stations, and unions of the province rcse from 
Rs. 2,35,867 in 1898-99 to Rs. 2,59,379 ia the year under report, and the closing balance from 
Rs. 50,422 to Rs. 52,618. 

The following table distributes the expenditure for 1899-1900 under its main heads, and 
compares the totals with those of the preceding year: 


NN 


Comparison with 1°98-99. 
Total expendi- | 














Heads of expenditure. ture for 1899- 

t9eo | tncreane, | Deceane, | Pesta 
cs SS 
: | ; | : | so fos 
Rs, Rs. Ra. 
* 3, General Administration— 

(a) Office establishment, etc. ... oe os 8,478 231 6 2°80 
, (5) Collection of taxes, etc. oo oe re 8,252 oo 47 0°57 
(c) » Of tolls ee one ‘is 904 aus 197 17°89 
(d) Survey of Jand ... tae a see : 4 ‘ 4 44°44 
(e) Refunds ies aes a a2 | 183 16 iis 9°58 

eke a Leg ee ee : 
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Comparison with 198-99. 


Total expendi. ! 

















Heads of expenditure. ture for 1899 
we Increase, Decrease, | Percentage of 
: | a | 8 | 4 s 
Rs, Re Rs. 
2. Public safety— ° 
(a) Fire establishment, etc. ate aes io See 693 687 “as 11,450°00 
(0) Lighting ee os see eee 8,153 805 eee 10°96 
(c) Police ee wee ase aa 1,528 tee 210 12°09 
(2) Rewards for destruction of wild animals and snakes 112 36 -_ 47°37 
3. Public health and convenience— 
(a) Water-supply ... ° Su aa -_ 28,026 6,882 ove 32°55 
(8) Drainage Tr ie a “ee 8,004 ee 2,415 23°18 
(c) Conservancy (including road cleaning and watering) 
and latrines”... ahs tee das 82,702 10,554 see 14°63 
(2) Hospitals and dispensaries ... eae ass 8,482 65 ove 0°77 
(¢) Vaccination wee ae . as 917 dete 16 '7t 
(f) Markets and slaughter-houses se ao 6,963 ote 586 7°76 
(g) Pounds ib oe ove nee 45331 557 eo 14'76 
(4) DAk bungalows and serais ... ies ren 275 -_ 23 7°72 
(s) Arboriculture, etc. oe nee oe 355 aes 89 2g'12 
(7) Registration of births and deaths is x 329 196 ove 146°27 
(k) Public Works— ; 
(i) Establishment _ eee aaa 7,457 168 ooo 2°30 
(ii) Buildings ... ove eee one $420 | - wee, 1,420 20°76 
(iii) Roads oes ove tee eee 53,985 3,166 eee 6°22 
(iv) Stores ass fre _ oe 479 ay 406 45°93 
4. Public Instruction 4a waa oe Bae 7,912 519 oes 7°02 
5. Contributions for general purposes doy eek 64 83 ses 14°87 
6. Miscellaneous oe eee oes eo 7,110 1,179 See 19°88 
7. Extraordinary and Debt— 
(a) Advances ane ove oo one 17,684 13,781 see 352°97 
’ 
Total “a fs ase eed ee 2,69,379 "38,925 5,413 
Net increase ... ove one as eee a 33,512 eee 14°20 





190. The expenditure under this head was practically the same as in 1898-99, and amounted 


Pane Oe ee to 6°61 per cent. of the total expenditare in the province. 


191, The outlay rose from Rs. 7,347 to Rs. 8,152. A large expenditure was incurred in 
Silchar in repairing the injuries caused by a hailstorm and in 
improving the lighting of the town. 

192. The expenditure on capital outlay rose from Rs, 7,368 to Rs. 13,871 on account of the 
purchase of a new pontoon and pulsometer by the Gauhatj 
Municipality. , 


Public lighting. 


Water-supply. 


R 


Section 8, 


Munseie 
palitsies. 


SecTIon 9. 
Local 
‘Boards’ 
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193, The total expenditure on conservancy rose from Rs. 72,148 to Rs. 83,703. The 
Shillong Station Committee purchased twelve iron Horbury’s 
latrines and two carts, and the conservancy arrangements of 





Conservancy. 


Administras this town were reported to be adequate. 


tion, 


194, The expenditure was slightly less than in 1898-99. The number of vaccinations pers 
forraed was 2,901, of which 2,806, or 96°73 per cent., were reported 
to have been successful. 

195, The following table compares the expenditure on public works under the several sub- 
heads during the past two years: 


Vaccination. 


Public works. 














Year. ee Buildings. Roads. Stores. Total. 
: | 2 3 | 4 5 | 6 
arr | 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Re. 
1898-99... ait es arr eee 7,289 6,840 50,819 884 65,833 
1899-1900 ... See eas ea eas 7,457 5,420 53,985 479 67,341 


Increase (+) 


‘ +168 | —1,420; + 3,166 —405 | + 1,503 
Decrease (—) oh 





196. Expenditure under this head increased from Rs. 7,393 to Rs. 7,912. The outlay 
on primary education was Rs. 6,603, against Rs. 5,792 in the 
previous year. 
197, Generally speaking, municipal administration was satisfactory. By the action of the 
Silchar Municipality a filthy tank in the town has been converted 
Grheralremanks: into a useful source of water-supply. This municipality has also 
improved the lighting of the town and purchased a fice engine. The inhabitants of Barpeta 
continue to object to vaccination. Since the earthquake this municipalitiy has had much to 
contend with on account of the destruction of property by annually-recurring floods. Slight 
outbreaks of cholera in Sylhet, Dhubri, and Habiganj were checked by the timely measures taken 
by the municigal bodies concerned. It is reported that kald-dzdr has practically disappeared 


from Nowgong town, 


Public Instruction. 


SECTION 9. 
LOCAL BOARDS’ ADMINISTRATION. 


198. The total number of members in the nineteen Local Boards of the province was 373, 
of whom 59 were officials. Of the non-officials, 171 were nominated 
Consuipnbied And/mpennny: and 143 elected. Of the total number, 148 were Europeans and 
Eurasians and 225 natives of India. The aggregate number of meetings held was 119, or an 
average of 6°26 per Board. The Goalpara and Barpeta Boards held the largest number of meet- 
ings (10 each), the Silchar, North Sylhet, South Sylhet, Habiganj, Sunamganj, Dhubri, Gauhati, 
Tezpur, Mangaldai, Jorhat, and Dibrugarh Boards held six or more meetings each, while the 
remaining six failed to reach the prescribed minimum of six meetings during the year. The 
attendance of members at the meetings held was fairly good, and an average of at least half the 
number of members per meeting being maintained by all the Boards, excepting those of North 
Sylhet, Kariinganj, South Sylhet, Habiganj, Sunamganj, Dhubri, and Dibrugarh. Eight meetings 
failed for want of a quorum. Of the 314 non-official members, 10 per cent., the greater number of 
whom were members of the Karimganj and Dibrugarh Boards, did not attend a single meeting, 
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Neen eee en UE EER SIERRAS ae 


. 


199, The European non-official members are elected by the tea industry, and native none cgcqyon 9g. 


official members are nominated by the Deputy Commissioners, 
except in the Sylhet, Kamrup, and Sibsagar districts, where @ 
modified system of election prevails. No general elections took place during the year. At a bye- 
election one of the native seats on the Barpeta Board was keenly contested by three candidates, 

230. The following statement compares the income and expenditure of the Local Boards undet 
the various heads during 1898-99 and 1899-1900 : 


Elections. 





Finance. 
INCOME. . EXPENDITURE. 
18,8-99- 1839-1700» 1898-99. 1899-1900. 
fk | Rs. Rs. 
jo 3. 
ie 1.—Refunds dee ive 2,435 3,148 
Vi.—Provincial Rates... 6,58,231 6,70,865 | 15.—Post Office ... ei 42,868 43.4Ut 
18.—Administration ‘ia 2,776 2,820 
— i eve ’ 66, I , ’ 
XVII.—Police (Pounds) F 73243 at 22.—Education ... “8 2,06,147 2,141,800 
XIX.—Education aes 873 377 | 24.—Medical sae eee 89,834 93,468 
‘ 26,—Scientific and other Minor : 
XXV.— Miscellaneous ia 15,200 19,421 Departments a 1,745 1,768 
oo - : .—Stati d Printing ... Nil 715 
XX XI1.—Civil Works au 1,57) 1,02,916 | 3° Stationery an g 

57,897 eae 32.—Miscellaneous ref 18,753 23445 
Contributions oe -2,34,410 233,717, | 45.—Civil Works... flees 747,806 7,45,937 
Contributions _ 22,639 14,022 

Debt... ae 681 66 
. Se Debt ase ose 39,119 41,547 
Total... ee —-11,83,335 —-11,31,870 Total eee we =: 11,74,122  13,82,081 


res meee BER 





i aetieaasi ———-—— 


201. The income of the year exceeded the estimates by Rs. 6,921, but, excluding receipts 
-under the head “ Debt,” was less than the actuals of 18y8-99 by 
Rs. 47,444. The Boards opened the year with a balance of 
Rs. 2,82,798, and closed it with a surplus of Rs, 2,32,587, the current expenditure thus exceeding 
the actual income by over Rs. 50,000, 

Income—Local Rates.—The income from local rates, which are collected by Government ang 
not by the Boards, amounted to Rs. 6,70,865, or Rs. 13,466 in excess of the estimates, and 
Rs. 12,634 in excess of the collections of the previous year. The actuals exceeded the estimated 
Teceipts in North Sylhet, South Sylhet, Habiganj, Dhubri, Goalpara, Gaubati, Tezpur, Mangaldai, 
Golaghat, and Dibrugarh, 

Pounds.—Pound receipts, which are also collected by Government, amounted to Rs. 66,914, 
or Rs, 8,096 less than the estimates and Rs. 6,329 below the actuals of 1898-99, which again were 
Rs, 2,217 less than the actuals of 1897-98. In Silchar, Hailakandi, North Sylhet, and Sibsagar 
Sadr, where the farming system has been introduced, there was some increase in the receipts, 
but there was a considerable falling off in the Nowgong, Darrang, and Kamrup districts, due, it is 
reported, to floods and the prevalence of cattle-disease. 

Provincial grants.—The contributions from Provincial Revenues to Local Funds amounted 
to Rs. 2,33,717- The Karimganj and Barpeta Boards overdrew their accounts by Rs. 1,690 and 
Rs, 249, respectively. 

Civil Works.—The principal item under this head is ferry revenue, which amounted to 
Rs. 1,01,368, or Rs. 3,492 less than the estimate and Rs. 1,9to below the actuals of 1898-99. The 
decrease, as compared with the estimate, is attributed to (i) absence of competition among the 
bidders at the time of auction, and (ii) default in the payment of ferry revenue. 

Expenditure—Refunds and collection charges of Local Rates.—Refunds to the amount 
of Rs. 504 were made, against an estimate of Rs. 791, and an actual expenditure of Rs, 287 in the 
previous year. Collection charges payabie to Goverament amounted to Rs. 2,644, the estimate 
being Rs. 2,926 and the actuals of 1898-99 Rs. 2,148. ; 

Post Ofice.—The expenditure uuder this head amounted to Rs. 43,411, or Rs. 1,774 less than 
the estimates and Rs. 543 more than the actuals of 1898-99. A mail line was opened in Haila- 
kandi during the year. The grants for the Sagarnal post office in South Sylhet lapsed owing to 
its conversion into an Imperial office. Savings were effected in many cases in the amount paid 
to dik-runners and peons and in the expenditure incurred on petty construction and repairs, 


Income of Local Boards. 


—, 
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Education.—The following statement compares the purely local income (.e., income exclud- 
ing opening balance and Provincial grant) of the Boards during the past two years, and the 
proportion of such income spent on education yenerally, as well as on primary education : 








Ratio of Expen- 
Expenditure diture to local 
iocome 
Year. ome. 78 ae ne 
&% 6e §* ge 
: ee ee ee 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Silchar -_ es ee ave ose 551349 11,'87 9,089 20°23 16°42 
Hailakandi Ses er Pe aes 16,121 5,162 5,022 32°02 31g 
North Sylhet rt ose nee eee 78,531 18,311 14,581 23°32 18°56 
Karimganj ie a wie ove we 63,888 10,697 7:557 16°74 11°82 
South Sylhet... oes eee aa ay 53,862 18,948 14,911 36°54 28°75 
Habiganj ace ons om eee 72,569 37,624 12,179 24°29 16°75 
Sunamganj_... eee see ay ee 453459 10,915 8,078 24°01 17°77 
Dhubri wee nee sad ooo o 55764 12,035 7,626 21°58 13°67 
Goalpara esi aes wes +2 si 31,896 704i 6,245 23'23 19°58 
Gauhati eee ew we wee es 1,47,672 28,161 24,693 19°07 16°72 
Barpeta es en ie ava ait 19,350 4995 40474 25 81 23°12 
Tezpur oe ene oe ace eos 34,376 6,280 5,652 18°27 16°44 
Mangaldai vee a eee on ove 345713 7,068 41944 20°36 14°24 
Nowgong ais s oxo Per oe 53,219 9,009 7;995 17°59 15°60 
Sibsagar 7 ane ine eee ie 46,536 95373 7,881 20°14 16°93 
Jorhat tee ose wee eee aoe 53,945 9,410 8,622 37°44 15°98 
Golaghat mA ats wee oes ae 32,784 6,919 6,609 2I'to 20°16 
Dibrugarh nb yas wae sea es 445363 8,850 6,132 19°97 13°82 
N rth Lakhimpur Se ase ae us 12,528 35783 2,938 30°19 23°06 
———y ——| 

1898-99 ie we eee pen tes 9,48,925 2,06,147 165,898 21°72 17°49 
1899-1900 ae soe ee ae gate 8,98,153 2,11,800 1,69,325 23°58 18°07 





The average proportion of local income spent on education was, for the 19 Boards, 23°58 
per cent.—a considerable increase on last year’s percentage (21°72). This average was exceeded 
by eight Boards, South Sylhet and North Lakhimpur spending the largest proportions, v's. 
36°64 and 34°47 per cent., respectively. Karimganj, Mangaldai, Sibsagar, and Jorhat failed 
to spend 20 per cent.,—the minimum proportion laid down by rule. The total number of 
schools wholly maintained by Local Boards was 1,264, or 3 less than in 1898-99, of which 
4 were middle vernacular and the remainder lower primary schools. Of the latter, 167 were 
for the education of girls. In addition to these, 1,161 schools were on the 31st March 1900 
in receipt of aid from Local Funds, of which 79 were middle, 1o1 upper primary, and 963 
lower primary schools for boys, 3 middle and t1 lower primary schools for girls, and 4 were 
training schools for teachers. The amounts spent on middle vernacular and middle English 
schools during the year were Rs. 7,063 and Rs. 22,528, respectively. The Gauhati Local Board 
gave a grant of twenty rupees a month to a female pupil reading at the Dacca Medical School. 


Medtcal,—Local Boards spent Rs. 93,468, or 10°41 per cent. of their local income on medical 
objects, against Rs. 89,834, or 9°47 per cent., in 1898-99. The highest proportion was spent by 
the Boards of Nowgong (23°49), Dibrugarh (15:06), South Sylhet (14°49), and Karimganj (13°35)- 
Contributions were made to the Leper Asylum, Sylhet, by the Local Boards in the Surma Valley. 
The Silchar and Gauhati Boards employed midwives, who were attached to the dispensaries at 
those places, at a cost of Rs. 400 and Rs. 380, respectively. During the year 7 new Local Board 
dispensaries were started. The following special items of expenditure were incurred :—The 
Dibrugarh Board paid Rs. 500 a3 an annual contribution to the Lady Dufferin Fund, and the 
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Habiganj Roard paid Rs. 2,000 as a special contribution towards the construction of an in-door Section 9. 


ward in the Habiganj dispensary. Local 
Sanitation.—The total expenditure incurred by Local Boards on village sanitation was 4 peeree 
. . . . m ig 
Rs. 73,094, against Rs. 70,571 in 1898-99, and was distributed as follows : tion, 
Rs, 
Improvement of water-supply ... wis iss ane ive vee 38,595 
Improvement of village sites aie ee aes eas ate we 5,376 
Conservancy of towns and villages ade _ nae ove we 4,726 
Other objects ar ace a8 are wes sae vee 24,397 
Total ei wes Mee aie oes ave _ eee 73,004 





The head “ Other objects”? included a grant of Rs, 10,0900 made by the Gauhati Board to 
the Gauhati Municipality, and a grant of Rs. 1,000 made by the Habiganj Board to the Habiganj 
Union. The percentage of expenditure incurred under village sanitation on total income 
for the whole province during 1899-1900 was 6°46. Under standing orders, Local Boards are 
expected to spend at least 5 per cent. of their estimated income, exclusive of the opening 
balance, on village sanitation, subject to a maximum of Rs. 2,000, but the Boards of Hailakandi, 
Barpeta, Tezpur, Nowgong, and North Lakhimpur failed to attain the prescribed minimum. 
Expenditure on village sanitary works was incurred chiefly on the improvement of the water- 
supply , some minor drainage-works were also carried out. Thirty-five new tanks and 49 new 
wells were constructed, and a large number of tanks and wells were cleansed and repaired. The 
Local Boards of Karimganj and Sunamganj entertained watchmen for the protection of the sources 
of water-supply. The Goalpara Local Board spent Rs, 674 on the construction of an Abbey 
filter well as an experimental measure. , , 

Scientific and other Minor Departments.— Of the total sum of Rs. 1,768 spent under this head, 
Rs. 733 represents the cost of entertaining a Veterinary Assistant under the Dibrugarh Local 
Board, and Rs. 30 represents the cost of maintaining two up-country bulls obtained through the 
Civil Veterinary Department, Bengal, by the North Lakhimpur Local Board for breeding 
purposes, The remaining expenditure consisted of grants made for local me/zs and fairs by the 
Boards of Habiganj, Sunamganj, Gauhati, and Mangaldai. 

Owing to the limited funds at the disposal of the Boards, it has been found necessary to 
restrict their expenditure generally to the improvement and maintenance of existing communi- 
cations. The replacement of bamboo bridges by more permanent structures is being carried out, 
and the roads are being widened and otherwise improved as funds permit. Conservancy at hits, 
or market-places, and village sanitation, are also receiving attention, 

202, The total expenditure incurred by Local Boards on public works was Rs. 7,45,937s 
of which Rs. 1,23,978 was expended on works carried out 
through the agency of the Public Works Department, and the 
balance, Rs. 6,21,959, on works carried out through the agency of establishments maintained by 


Local Boards. 
The statement below compares the expenditure under the head of Civil Works during the 


Civil Works. 


past two years: 





Original Works. Repairs. 









2 x 
a 3s 
; & F a 
a ° 
ec 2 e | 
Year. é s ef 4 & ai a A 
e = Sa a = 36 ¢ 7 
g 8 Be 3 g $8 5 
= 3 5 = 3 o§ 2 
S 3 sk 2 3 ae 3 e 
° a £ oe 2 7 E ze = 3 3 
= g ae g = E se 3 < 3 3 
= 3 zt 2° 4 3 af ° a 8 ° 
oO o =~ & (Ss) o 27 & i e & 


Rs. Rs. Re. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
2,623 | 3,5$,006 27,549 | 3,85,178 61,986 1,682 | 745,702 
9,792 | 3,32,544 21,733 | 357,059 63,529 2,703 | 745,937 


Rs. Rs. 
45,608 | 2,096,856 
47,846 






Rs. Rs. 
5898-99... oe one 2,535 | 2,48,723 
1899-1900 ane see 1,361 | 2,73,429 













3,522,636 





—_—- | | 











Difference see eee —1,164 | +24,706 | +3,238 | +25,780 


nn 





+169 | —22,462 —5,816 | —28,1¢c9 +50 +1,031 +335 
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Section 9. Communications.—Under the Silchar Local Board, the principal works in progress 
Zocat Were the raising and improving of the Kalain-Katigora road and the completion of the 
Boards’ Sildubi-Rukni road. The work of raising and improving the Scottpur road and the improvement 

ee to the Durganagar road, together with the construction of two permanent bridges on the 

, Scottpur road, which are estimated to cost Rs. 5,789, were in the hands of the Public 
Works Department. Four miles of the Scottpur road were completed and made over to the 
Board. Work on the two bridges was well in hand at the close of the year, The only important 
work under the Hailakandi Local Board was the raising and widening of the Burnimukh road, 
which was completed during the year. The road has been raised above the highest-known flood- 
level and widened to 12 feet throughout, The North Sy!het Local Board spent Ks. 7,576 in 
payment for work done by the Public Works Department on the Sylhet-Mukhtapurghat 
road, whilst the construction of the Jaintiapue-Natwanpur road and the extension of the 
Sylhet-Lala Bazar road were undertaken ty the Board's own agency. Special repairs to the 
Sylhet-Mukhtapurghat road and annual repairs to the same were carried out by the Public Works 
Department for Rs. 4,758 and Rs. 2,293, respectively. Compensation for land and some contin- 
gent charges, amounting altogether to Rs. 4,237, were paid on account of the road from the 
Sylhet-Habiganj road to the Biswanath outpost. A further expenditure of Rs. 600 was incurred by 
the Sunamganj Local Board on the Sunamganj-Pagla road, which was reported as completed in 
1898-99, bringing the total cost to Rs. 1,04,437, against an estimate of Rs. 1,01,978. The Board also 
spert a further sum of Rs. 6,363 on account of compensation for land for the Pagla-Govindganj 
road, bringing the total expenditure on this work to Rs. 85,747, against an estimate of Rs, 88,577. 
The Public Works Department undertook the construction of the Boalikhal and Bejurakhal 
bridges on the Mirpur-Madhabpur road under the Habiganj Local Board on an estimate amounting 
to Rs. 19,975, and spent Rs. 7,258 on the latter bridge, which was approaching completion at the 
close of the year. Thirteen out of the 35 bridges on the Jagadishpur-Dharmaghar road were 
completed by the Board during the year, bringing the total expenditure to Rs. 23,224, against 
an estimate of Rs. 23,798. Two of the bridges were completed in 1897-98, and materials for the 
remaining 13 were imported and collected during 1898-99. The only important work under the 
South Sylhet Local Board was the construction of four iron bridges on the Fenchuganj-Kamalganj 
road. ‘The work was completed during the year, The Karimganj J.ocal Board incurred further 
expenditure on the Nilam’s Pazar-Shabazpur and Nilam’s Bazar-Patharkandi roads, bringing the 
total expenditure on each road to Rs. 19,414 and Rs. 35,688, respectively. Compensation for 
land for the former road has still to be paid. The Board also completed the Patharkandi-Barlika 
pass road and the Kalkali Defelala road during the year. The Dhubri Local Poard spent 
Rs. 1,621 in the construction of inspection bungalows at Kokrajhar and Bilasipara, and Rs, 7,935 
in special repairs to the first section of the Gauripur-Roha road and the Gauripur-Khagrabari 
road. Work on the second section of the Gauripur-Roha road, which is under the Dhubri Local 
Board, was continued by the Public Works Department, who erected two new lattice girder 
bridges, completed a third bridge which was under construction in the previous year, and com- 
menced a screw pile bridge with three spans of 4o feet. The year’s outlay was Rs. 12,165, and the 
total expenditure up to the end of the year was Rs. 1,14,617, against the sanctioned estimate of 
Rs, 1,17,548- The construction of the third and fourth sections of the Gauripur-Roha road, which 
are under the Goalpara Local Board, was also in the hands of the Public Works Department, who 
completed three iron bridges on the third section, and did a small amount of earthwork, etc., cn 
the fourth section at a cost of Rs. 10,117. The total expenditure on both sections amounts to 
Rs. 60,824, against Rs. 1,06,672 estimated for. Annual repairs and special repairs to earthquake 
damages on this road were also carried out by the Public Works Department. The Board spent 
Rs. 6,000 in improving the Lakhipur road. The Public Works Department undertcok the 
construction of a new bridge over the Singrimari river on the Rangamati-Kalaigaon road under 
the Mangaldai Local Board on an estimate amounting to Rs. 12,063, which also provided fora 
temporary bridge for the accommodation of traffic until the new bridge is completed. The expen- 
diture incurred in maintaining the temporary bridge since 1896-97, amounting to Rs. 3,959, has 
been debited to the estimate, leaving Rs. 8,104 for expenditure on the new bridge, which was 
nearly completed by the close of the year. The Tezpur Poard spent Rs, 1,000 in improving the 
Mansiri road and Rs. 2,400 in sanding the Panibhoral road. The estimate for the latter work, 
which is being carried out by Mr. Swinley, a tea-planter and a member of the Board, amounts to 
Rs. 5,067. Two timber bridges on the Belsiri-Balipara road, which were under construction in 
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1898-99, were completed during the year at a further cost of Rs. 925. The Nowgong Local Board Sgctioy 9. 
completed the Nonoi bridge in the 8th mile of the Doboka road and three iron-girder bridges Fetal 
of 10-foot span with masonry abutments in section 5 of the Kampur-Salona road. A sum of Boards’ 
Rs. 1,338 was expended during the year for metalling the Amlakhi-Salona road. The work of oe 
raising and improving the Gohain Ali was completed by the Golaghat Local Board ata further 

cost of Rs. 1,151, and the improvement of the Sensua and Akar Alis was also in hand during 

the year. The construction of the additional waterways on the Dhodar Ali was completed by 

the Public Works Department at a total cost of Rs. 3,364. For the Jorhat Local Board, the 

Public Works Department continued the construction of the Disoi bridge, and expended a further 

sum of Rs, 24,045 on the work, which was approaching completion at the close of the year, The 
construction of the Kakodanga, Kakojan, Dholi, and Namsisu bridges was also made over to the 

Public Works Department late in the year. The Board started the construction of two small 

masonry culverts and the reconstruction of the Seleng inspection bungalow. The Assam Com- 

pany undertook for the Sibsagar Local Board ;the construction of two bridges over the Mohkhuti 

Ali and culverts on the Dhodar Ali, and also the raising and improving of the Naga Ali. The 

North Lakhimpur Local Board spent Rs, 2,336 in raising and improving the Ohat road 

and the construction of an inspection bungalow at .Gagaldubi was started. The Public Works 
Department completed the Balijan bridge under the Dibrugarh Local Board, and nearly com- 

‘pleted the Hugrijan bridge, The improvement of the second section of the Haruhat Ali, which 

has been continued since 1896-97, was completed, 

208, The Dibrugarh Local Board spent Rs. 9go in clearing the Dibru river of snags fora 
distance of 494 miles, Inthe Surma Valley, the India General 
Steam Navigation Company proposed torun a feeder steamer up 
the river Manu, and their Agent, Mr. Molesworth, cleared the river at a cost of Rs. 1,000, half of 
which was borne by the Company, the South Sylhet Local Board contributing the balance. The 
Habiganj Local Board are directing their attention to the subject of the improvement of the 
navigable éha/s and channels, which abound in the country, and which supply the place of roads 
during the rains, 

204. The construction of the Salchapra and Bihara feeder roads to the Kasai Bengia 
Railway was undertaken by the Silchar Local Board on estimates 
amounting, respectively, to Rs. 350 and Rs. 125. The South 
Sylhet Local Board spent Rs. 127 in maintaining the feeder roads already constructed. The 
construction of a feeder road to the Alinagar Railway station of the Assam- Bengal Railway is 
under contemplation, A road connecting the Shaistagan] Railway station with the main road to 
Habiganj was undertaken and completed during the year by the Habiganj Local Board. There are 
six railway stations in Habiganj, vés., Daragaon, Shaistaganj, Shahazi Bazar, Itakhola, Mantala, ard 
Chandura, The main road running through the subdivision has already been connected with the 
railway stations at Daragaon, Itakhola, and Mantala by feeder roads. The Shahazi Bazar station 
is being connected withthe tea gardens and villages to the south by a feeder road, which is 
under construction, The first section of the Latu-Jaldhup feeder road was completed by the 
Karimganj Local Board in the previous year at a cost of Rs. 977. The second section has 
been administratively sanctioned for Rs. 17,000. It is 4} milesin length, and passes through 
heavily-flooded land, as no better alignment could be selected. The road was raised throughout 
its length during the year. The Dakhinbhag feeder road was alsu improved during the year. 
The Gauhati Board spent Rs. 1,211 in the construction of a feeder road from the Digru 
Railway station to the Amchong-Sonapur road, which was nearly completed by the close of the 
year. A feeder road from the Khetri Railway station to Ulubam was also commenced, and 
Rs. 435 were expended on it during the year. The Board intend completing it in 1900-1901. 
Various sums were spent in keeping other feeder roads in repair. 

205. The Silchar Board has, with the sanction of the Chief Commissioner, permitted the 
Tarapur Tea Company to lay a private line, about 14 miles 
in length, on the Baladhan road, on condition that they widen 
the road so as to leave 12 feet clear roadway and maintain the same in good order, the 
Board giving the Company a subsidy of Rs, 70 per mile per annum towards the cost of 


Water communications, 


Railway feeder roads. 


Railways and Tramways. 


maiatenrnce. 
‘Ihe usual subsidy of Rs. 5,000 was paid during the year by the Tezpur Local Board to 


the Tespur-Balipara Tramway Company, Limited. 
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SECTION 1o. 


MILITARY. 


Sxction 10. 206. Colonel C. R, Macgregor, C.B,, D.S.0., 42nd Gurkha Rifles, who was in temporary 
Military, Chaves ofcocimand’aad watt: command of the Assam District at the beginning of the year, was 
transferred to Ferozpur as Colonel on the staff, and Colonel C. W. 
' J. Hingston, roth Jats, assumed temporary command from the 7th April 1899. Colonel Hingston 
having proceeded on leave to England, the charge of the district devolved upon Lieutenant- 
Colonel E. H. Molesworth, 44th Gurkha Rifles, from the 17th April. He was relieved on the aoth 
June 1899 by Brigadier-General C. R, Macgregor, C.B., D.S.0., who continued in command to the 
end of the year. 
Major St. G, L. Steele, Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, having proceeded on leave to 
England, Captain J. Chatterton, 42nd Gurkha Rifles, officiated temporarily from the 6th April. On 
Captain J. Chatterton being appointed to the charge of the Dibrugarh Military Police Battalion, 
Lieutenant Strange officiated as Deputy Assistant Adjutant General from the 17th to a2oth 
April, when he was relieved by Captain M. E, Willoughby, 2nd Bengal Lancers. On the 16th 
November 1899, Captain C. W. Somerset, 12th Khelat-i-Ghilzai Regiment, was appointed 
to officiate as Deputy Assistant Adjutant General in the room of Captain Willoughby, who 
proceeded on leave. 
The Royal Artillery Officer in charge of the mountain guns, Assam, was withdrawn from 
the district in June 1899. : 
207. The 4and Gurkha Rifles, consisting of 8 British officers and 507 native ranks, left 
Shillong in two detachments on the 16th and 17th September, and 


Movements of troops. . 
embarked from Gauhati for Benares en route to Abbotabad on the 


23rd September, 
The 3rd Bengal Infantry arrived at Shillong in detachments between the 28th September 
and 11th November 1899, having experienced cholera en route from Gauhati. 


A detachment of 208 rifles of the 42nd Gurkha Rifles left Shillong on 8th November 1899 for 
the Mishmi expedition. 

The 3rd Bengal Infantry left Shillong in course of jrelief on 13th December 1899, and arrived 
at Manipur on the a5th January 1900. 

The headquarters and six companies of the 43rd Gurkha Rifles left Manipur on the 26th 
January 1900, and arrived at Shillong on the aoth March 1900. They were attacked by 
cholera on the way and lost 5, including Lieutenant-Colonel Barrett, D.s.o. 

208. An expeditionary force under command of Lieutenant-Colonel E. H. Molesworth, 44th 
Gurkha Rifles, started against the Bebejiya Mishmis on the 25th 
November 1899. 


Bebejiya Mishm! expedition, 


Troops. 
Distribution. | Details of troops. British officers, |Pritish non-com- | Ni stive officers, | Rank and file, 
officers, 











Bengal Sappers and 
Miners ... eee 













Mountain guns 2 soe 


grd Bengal Infantry .. | ° «i. 
500 advanced party. - 


200 supports and lines of com-< | roth Jats 


200 ae | 42nd Gurkha Rifles 
| 43rd», ” 
44th yy " 
Military Police 





Staff officers 
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Sgcriow 10. 


Medical, ; —— 
Military. 





British non-commis- 


Native officers. | Rank and file, 
sioned officers. | 








Medical, | British officers. 















nw 
~ 


48 Native field hospital aes 
56 Native field hospital see 








Commissariat. 


‘lwo British Warrant Officers, 
Two British Non-Commissioned Officers, 
One British Non-Commissioned Officer, with coolie corps. 

The force returned to Sadiya on the 7th February 1g00, and demobilization commenced on 
the 1oth February 1900. : 

209. On the 18th December 1899 the usual guard of so rifles under command of a Native 
officer was despatched from Manipur to Udalguri. Another detach- 
ment left Manipur the same day for Subankhatta and Darranga : 
strength—1 Native officer and 40 rifles. Of these, the Native officer and 28 rifles went to Suban- 
khatta and the remaining 12 to Darranga. These three detachments were furnished by the 
43rd Gurkha Rifles. . 

210. The following was the distribution of troops and volunteers in the province of Assam on 
the 31st March 1goo: 


Guards and escorts. 


Dist ribution of troops aad volunteers. 






Strength. 






Guns. 







Troops. Stations. 
British Volun- 


Natives of 
officers. teers, all ranks. 





District staff tee tos ee | Shillong oe 3 . ove eve 
Shillong Volunteer Rifles sie e.| Ditto eee 4 38 ase 
43rd Gurkha Rifles aoe «| Ditto we 6 ase 624 2 
Detachment, 44th Gurkha Rifles ... «| Ditto eas 2 oes 192 aes 
Detachment, 43rd Gurkha Rifles ,,, «. | Udalguri aee ase os 52 eae 
Ditto ditto one ..| Subankhatta and tes ase 40 see 
Darranga. 
Assam Valley Light Horse ove «.| Assam Valley... 31 362 ove oon 
Wing, toth Jats se one «| Dibrugarh vie 5 tee 280 oe 
Detachment, roth Jats see + | Sadiya bes ove ove 72 des 
Surma Valley Light Horse nee ee | Silchar 
Headquarters, roth Jats Ms «| Ditto 
Detachment, toth Jats eee oo | Kalaenaga 
grd Bengal Infantry... om «| Manipur 
Ditto ditto detachment ... .. | Kalingklang 
Ditto ditto ditto... « | Kaopum 
44th Gurkha Rifles... ies ee | Kohima 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Production and Distribution. 


SECTION I. 
WEATHER, CROPS, AND PRICES. 


211. Taking the province asa whole, the rainfall of 18g9-19c¢0 was considerably above that of 


Rainfall. 
showers in April, and in May. 


the previous year, as well as of the average of the preceding five 
years. It was fairly well distributed. There were frequent 
the rainfall was in excess in the hills and about normal in the plains. 


Rain fell almost daily throughout the months of June and July. 


In August and September the 


rainfall was nearly normal, but the monsoon rains continued up to the end of October. 


In Novem- 


ber the rainfall was in excess 
usual, 
was in excess of the normal. 


January and February, on the other hand, were comparatively dry. 


of the average, and December, too, was slightly more showery than 
In March the rainfall 
The following statement gives the rainfall, in inches, registered at 


the headquarters of each district and subdivision and at Cherrapunji during 1899-tg00 and 
compares it with that of three years immediately preceding and with the average rainfall of three 


periods of five years each : 





































b | d | E 
| eleteloe) Ya 
: District or aundivsces! rain-gauge Ee = ‘ é g F 
3 fel eri tel es | a |e | f 
é La ee: 
fees nae 
foohes. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. | Inches. 
1 | Silchar eee tes ove ee 133°10 mizeay 132°71 98°37 105-72 81°07 145'02 
2 | Hailakandi ... ats oe oe 11444 107°15 109°78 95°86 101°44 96°99 144°48 
3 | Haflong tee sae 79°93 72°43 78°79 61°96 96°45 jo'81 98°20 
4 | Karimganj ... Sas sat 148°02 137°09 136°85 124748 120°02 4118-13 173°28 
5 | South Sylhet -_ ie 104°64 98°33 100°21 77 03 813'77 82°04 ' 13°57 
6 | North Sylhet ‘es eed ae 156°47 140°54 142°6 128°63 143'55 112°59 186°82 
7 | Habiganj .., os owe on 96°53 90°13 90°92 89°48 87°77 83°38 94°22 
8 | Sunamgagj ... ove aso ace 391°00 184°87 197°95 153°07 164° 48 194°39 277°74 
9 | Dhubri 0 on a 93°84 94°65 98°57 78°13 102°95 93°72 101°44 
10 | Goalpara_... wées ove te 84°65 85°50 85°45 69°79 go" 40 90°45 89°68 
1: | Barpeta ie ive ‘eek wae 97°25 98°35 95°40 81'50 104°71 89°21 10379 
32} Gauhati ose ove . 63 84 68°33 69°52 70°85 61°19 72°32 79°04 
13 | Mangaldai ... eos ae . 66°27 68°09 69°35 50°02 92°09 74°32 82°07 
14 | Tezpur a8: ove 68°04 69°45 69°49 61°57 66°48 77°32 86°38 
15 | Nowgong ... she a o. | . 6239 62°70 68°80 58°81 | "55°49 66°56 100° 34 
16 | Golaghat ... cee a 85°71 89°37 90°48 100°04 102°40 89°66 95°75 
17 | Jorhat _ aes oe 79°63 80°09 80°14 81°99 92°88 17°72 80°66 
18 | Sibsagar... ove ees 99°06 102°0§ 99°88 92°82 105°72 97°03 90°30 
19 | North Lakhimpur_—.... ry 7 “129°82 - 135°46 3131°81 118°86 138'80 135 35 147°60 
20 , Dibrugarh ... - : a 107°99 | 11869 | 17°60 | ~—s01°58 103°95 | 145°93 124°58 
a1 Mokokchang wee 92°44 94°81 95°34 91°74 81°52 105°43 10397 
22 | Kohima... ose ave ne 74°02 71°52 70°82 61°12 58°37 74° 88 83 29 
23 | Jowai eee ae eee oe 133°13 123°83 136°97 80°26 142°32 125'°26 183'59 
24) Shillong... one 97°76 73°23 75°84 54°17 84°96 68°65 82°01 
25 | Cherrapunji... ase a0 r 399° 39 407°95 458°53 308°03 457°45 | §24°§2 632°35 
26 | Tura oes ae eee on 119°49 338°47 119°79 314°75 128°o1 129-78 117°39 
a7 | Aijal we ove os + asi ie 76°58 79°69 7476, 66°77 82°47 
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In the Brahmaputra Valley the rainfall was generally (¢.e., with the exception of Sibsagar and 
Dibrugarh) above that of the previous year, of the ten years ending 1898-99, and of the five years 
ending 1899-1g00, It was, on the whole, fairly well distributed; and the year, taken all 
round, was favourable for agricultural operations and for the tea industry. The late cessation, 
however, of the rains prevented the usual quantity of land being taken up for cold-weather 
cultivation, especially in the Nowgong district. In Cachar and Sylhet, taking these districts as a 
whole, the rainfall was much heavier than that of the preceding year, and the weather was favour- 
able to both tea and rice. he Naga Hills suffered from early rains. In the Khasi and Jaintia 
Hills the rainfall was excessive, except at Jowai, where it was below the average. At Cherrapunji 
the total rainfall of the year was 632°35 inches, against 524°52 and 457°45 in the two preceding 
years, and 458°53 inches, the average of the past five years. In the Garo Hills the weather was 
seasonable, the rainfall being 117°39 inches, as against 129°78 inches during the previous twelve 
months. ; 

The list below groups the different subdivisions according to the average rainfall at the 
headquarters of each for the five years ending 1899-1900: 

(1) Below 50 inches— a 


Nil. 

(2) 50 inches and under 75 inches— 
Nowgong. Tezpur, 
Mangaldai. Gauhati. 

Kohima. 

(3) 75 inches and under 100 inches— 
Shillong. Golaghat. 
Aijal. Habiganj. 
Haflong. Mokokchang. 
pee Barpeta. 
304lpara. Dhubri. 

Sibsagar. 

(4) 100 inches and under 150 inches— 
South Sythet. Tura. 
Hailakandi. North Lakhimpur. 
Silchar, Karimganj. 
Dibru garh. Jowai. 


North Sylhet, 
(5) 150 inches and under 200 inches—- 
Sunamganj. 
(6) 200 inches and over — 
Cherrapunji. 
A map illustrating the above by colours 1s annexed. 
212, In the plains portion of the Garo Hills, floods damaged the crops to a great extent. In 
Cachar, there were severe gales of wind in April 1899 and March 
tg°o. They did not cause any appreciable damage to the crops, 
although a few huts and houses were blown down in parts of the district. Ne high floods 
occurred during the year in this district. In Sylhet, too, there were no very high floods, though the 
sudden rise of the rivers in June damaged the aman crop rather seriously. The rivers again rose 
in August and September, but did little damage. The months of April and May 1899 were remark- 
able for the slightness of the storms so usually prevalent at that season. There were some bad 
hailstorms, however, in March 190Q, which damaged linseed and tea rather seriously, and the 
stormy season commenced unusually early in that month, Io the Brahmaputra valley a severe 
hailstorm occurred in Dibrugarh on the 2rd April 1899, and some damage was done to tea and to 
certain buildings. ‘There were floods which damaged the early rice crop more or less in every 
district, and interfered seriously with mustard cultivation in certain areas, The floods were 
exceptionally high in North Gauhati and Barpeta, where they lasted for a considerable time. 
The highest flood point reached by the Brahmaputra river at Gauhati in 1899 was 29°70 above 
zero on the 3oth June 1899. ‘The flood was the highest on record since 1889. The lowest point 
registered at Gauhati was 2°05 below zero on the 24th and 25th February 1899. 
213. Rice, the staple crop of the Sylhet district,was good in all subdivisions, but, excepting 
in Habiganj, not so good as in the preceding year. The sudden 
vee rise of the rivers in May 1899 injured much of the aman crop, 
which was considerably below the average, Sail was a very good crop in Habiganj and South 
Sylhet, but suffered from insect pests in North Sylhet and Karimganj. In Cachar the outturn of 
both early and late rice was much above the average. In the Naga Hills the outturn was fair; but 
in the Jaintia Hills, the extraordinarily heavy downpour during May and June is reported to have 


Storms and floods. 


Sgcrion 1, 


Weather, 
Crops, and 
vices 


SRcTION 1. 


Weather, 
Crops, and 
Prices. 


42 _ ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. [PART 1B, 





done some damage to the rice crop. Inthe Khasi Hills, where very little paddy is grown, the 
outturn wasan average one. In the plains portion of the Garo Hills, the rice crop was greatly 
damaged by floods. In the Brahmaputra Valley the early rice crop was below the average, owing 
to damage by floods, but late rice yielded a bumper crop almost everywhere. The abnormal rains, 
floods, and dampness of the soil retarded the cultivation of mustard and matikalat (Phaseolus 
yadiatus), and sugarcane suffered from want of rain in the cold weather. In Cachar the outturn 
of mustard, sugarcane, and pulses was slightly below the average. In Sylhet sugarcane and oil 
seeds were both fair crops, The outturn of cotton, which is the principal crop grown in the Garo 
Hills, was slightly less than in the previous year. Jute was indifferent in Sylhet, and was damaged 
by floods in Goalpara. Owing to the very favourable weather, the outturn of tea in Sylhet and 
Cachar was abnormally large. The weather was favourable for tea in the Assam Valley also, except 
in Nowgong, which was the only district in this valley where the outturn was below the average. 

214, The average price of common rice at the different district and subdivisional headquarter 
Stations in the Surma and the Brahmaputra Valleys during the 














Prices. 
past five years is given in the statement below: 
Quantity obtainable for Re. s. 
Station, 
1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900. 
: | a | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 

Srs. th. Srs, ch. Srs. ch | Srs. ch, Srs. ch 
Cachar ies eon tee ses Ir 6 8 10 6 14 12 4 16 0 
ee Nj. eee ove oss 12 5 9 6 9 1 134 17 6 
South Sylhet ove eee ave I5 11 10 2 Io 4 13 14 18 11 
North _,, ooo ase toe 15 12 Io I 9 9 wot 20 0 
Habiganj ... ove eee see 16 12 10 5 10 3 467 19 6 
Sunamganj eee ose on 16 2 9 5 8 5 12 6 18 o 
Dhubri ss. a ove eee 14 53 9 14 931 13,0 16 0 
Goalpara ... aes ais Pfr 12 15 9 15 8 13 13,11 15 9 
Barpeta _... eee eee eee 16 8 Io 6 8 11 14 15 16 0 
Gauhati_... des eee ose 16 0 1o 8 9 1 12 9 5 9 
Mangaldai _ one Pre 17 4 13 15 1lo7 14 4 18 15 
Tezpur. eee ace _ 13°00 12 8 8 8 10 12 14.0 
Nowgong . eee sae oes 10 4 9 7 7 8 lo 1 5 5 
Golaghat .. oe tee oe Io 0 9 14 9 6 gir 10 It 
den weg wee es S56 Il 4 10 4 8 6 12 1 9 
ibsagar ... eee et pos res 10 3 9 15 m5 12 1 
North Lakhimpur eee ase ace 12,0 12,0 11 o Ir o 1 0 
Dibrugarh ... ane ove “ 12 6 9 14 8 10 11 2 13.5 





In both valleys rice was cheaper than in the previous year, except in the subdivision of North 
Lakhimpur, where prices remained stationary. The fall in price was due to the good harvest of 
the late rice crop. 

The statement below shows the average prices of matkalat (Phaseolus radiatus), mustard 
and raw sugar ia the district and subdivisional stations in the Brahmaputra Valley garitg the - 
last two years: 





Phaseolus radtatus (matikalai), 











per mauod, Mustard, per maund. Raw sugar, per maund, 
Station, 
18y8-g9@. | 1899-1900. 1898-99. | 1899°1900. 1898-99. 1899-1900. 

1 : | 3 | 8 4 | s | 6 | 7 
: Rs. a. p. Rs, a, Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs, a. Rs. a pe 
Ghubri vee ses 200 2 8 3.0 0 440 5 0 5 8 o 
Goalpara _ pee 270 2 2 340 3.10 oO 6 1 512 0 
Barpeta ove ee 3 4 0 2 8 215 Oo 312 0 6 10 6 8 o 
Gauhati aoe eee 3 1 6 2 5 35 5 3 6 3 7 2 78 4 
Mangaldai coe eee 5 0° Oo 5 0 312 0 400 12 0 13,0 0 
Tezpur ay, ove 400 4 8 3 8 o 3.12 0 8 o 9 0 oO 
Nowgong oes eos 215 8 2 4 3 1 2 3 5 0 8 o 812 0 
Golaghat oes aes 4% 0 3 8 3 8 o 3 8 o 6 6 6 40 
ome ove vee eae 212 0 3 3 3 10 3 4.0 6 8 712 0 
ibsagar ote 37 0 214 3 5 0 4 10 7 7 515 o 
North Lakhimpur .. see ase: 312 0 3.0 3.0 0 3.00 6 0 600 
Dibrugarh Beer ee 24 3 2 8 2 5 3 3 8 o 4 2 5 00 





The price of mustard, matzkalaz, and raw sugar rose over the rates in 1898-99 in almost all 
the districts of the valley. 
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SECTION 2. 
AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE. 
Croe-CulITINGS. 


215. As usual, experiments were made during the year to ascertain the outturn of rice of SECTIONS: 


various kinds and miscellaneous crops. The following statement Agriculture 
an ortic 


shows the details of the experiments made in each district: caltucks 


Results of cuttings. 






(Phaseolus 









District, 





4hu or aus. 

Sail bura, 
Sugarcane. 
Til (Sesamu:n). 
Cotton. 
Matikalat 

radiatus). 

Mustard, 


Sail or salt. 

























umber of experiments... 32 12 4 1 eee eas . ry a wee 
3a Pr area cut,in acres... 10°67 4 1°33 o'o7 ose ae . oe . 0°67 _ oe 
3 aes crop reaped, In Ibs. | 18,710 | 4,904 2,014 226 owe oy a . 263 ove eee 
Average per acre, in Iba, ... 1,753 | 35244 3,534 3,238 oe a se eee wos oe 392 a ~ 
Number of experiments... 23 a 22 my a 1 ove ae a oe 12 & < 
5 {ro area cut, in acres... 7°58 0°63 71°34 oar 0777 | 0°33 sé one 4°00 2°65 
& | Total crop reaped, in Ibs, ... | 18,213 1,062 =. 9,265 2,837 293 23 oo eee eee ° 9345 2,741 . 
ae per acre, in Ibs. ... 1,634 1,647 1,262 2,336 437 67 on ove 7 oe 336 ,036 . 
‘Number of experiments... 13 s | aoe aa eos a on * a 1 ooo 
gto area cut, in acres... 433 1°67 oe on = ee ove - 0°67 0°33 oo oe 
‘@ | Total crop reaped, in lbs. ... | 8,82; | 2,543 on ie " ave es ane 96 7 : 
7 ( Average per acre, in Ibs. ... 2,038 1,922 ave o ee eee ove 143 354 . 
Number of experiments... 33 20 10 3 . 1 3|. 4 6 we 
g [rem areacut, in acres ... | 1,100} 6°67) 3°33 O20 | ave ane 0°33] 100] ... 133] a'oo 
k: | Total crop reaped, in Ibs, ... | 18,253 | 8°96} 3,648 4 ave 86 war] ae 315 902 a 7 
Average per acre, in !bs. ... 1,659 1,748 1,095 055 o 260 mar ° 337 4st . 
Number of experiments... a4 20, 1 3 9 5 2 q 
els Total area cut, in acres... 8*00 6°67 0°33 0°20 ‘i 1°67 0°67 e 
é ee crop reaped, in Ibs. . 13,758 | 10,220 588 369 y . 371 379 . 
Average per acre, in Ibs. ... 1,720 1,534 1,782 2845 oes 922 565 
cNomber of experiments... 36 16; oes 4 ie A 8 9 ° 
4 Total area cut, in acres... 12°00 333 | O87 | awe . oe eee 2° g°00 ie a 
2 | Total crop reaped, in Ibs.... | 3,946 8,800 aur ae yar 1,256 . 
Average per acre, in Ibs, ... 19:2 | 1,651 1,§32 . ‘ 278 414 oo 0 
Number of experiments... a4 ove oes 4 oe ae oy . 1 4 ooo 
3 | Total area cut, In acres... 14°66 aoe 0°37 y 0°33 1°33 6 
FA | Total crop reaped, in Ibs. . 19,598 584) “en a an ies a3 165 565 Per, ase 
Average per acre, in Ibs, ... 1,33° 2,163 ooo on sae see soe §03 435 eos tee 
a (Namber of experiments... 36 16 1 10 a a ar 9 ‘ese 
3 ae area cut, inacres ... 12°00 4°67 0°53 o67 fs T00 30" . < 
3 ] Total crop reaped, in 'bs.... | 21,183 | 8,878 40 1,473 | + wes es or ee 5.701 2,539 | ose 
= Average per acre, iu Ibs, ... 1,765 1,901 1,212 2,197 . ase 733 843 o0 a 
a2 (Ne umber of experiments... 100 aa oe | a0 . oe . on 0 toe on 1a 
a = | Total area cut, inacres ... | 33°33 | 14°00 He ise sey ‘ % ‘bis re 318 
3s i crop reaped, in Ibs, ... | 19,734 | 6,774 ase aes aie = bes wee isa te wae ase oes 12,242 
o, LAverage per acre, in Ibs, ... 592 484] aa a ste ee ois ie oi “ 3,024 
P cNumber of experiments... 4 16 an toe oe dee oe ose lie 9 tes don’ ‘isk 
ES | Total arca cut, in acres... 133 5°33 sth bee tee ove we 3700 . oe oe 
4 ee otal crop reaped, it Ibs. ... | a,sor | §,695 one soe ooo oes on ~ coo [1500 . oe soo 
o (Average per acre, In Ibs. ... 1,880 1,069 ove ae ace es oo whe ow ° sae 
_—_———$5| ——| — | —— | | — |__| —— | — -/ ——_— ait na adh 
Nomber of experiments... 345 147 38 | 12 rt) 3 t I 3 9 4 48 | 8 13 
| ies area cut,inacres ... | 114°90 48°97 12°66 3°99 2°89 0°77 | 0°33 0°33 1°00 i 3°00 33°67 15°00 2°65 x13 
6 le crop reaped, In Ibs.... | 157,725 | 57,963 | 15,215 | 8,093 6,300 293 a2 86 uit | 1,561 | 6,959 | 7.356] 20745 | 18,342 
Average per acre,in ibs, ... 16,168 | 12,400 15257 2,029 8,250 437 67 260 ay oo 509 490 1,036 | $,924 
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Secriow 2. Besides the above, a very large number of experiments in ve-ious crops were, as in the 
Apeicileiv preceding year, carried out by supervisor kanungos and mandals in the districts of Kamrup 


and Horti- Darrang, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, where the mauza-book has been introduced. A number of 

culture. experiments in sa/i and aku was made by the same agency in the temporarily-settled parts of 
Goalpara, where the mauza-book has not been introduced. The results of these have, however, 
heen kept distinct from those of experiments made by officers of higher ranks, and the details 
have not been included in the present statement. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPERIMENTS. 


216. One of the objects of the Experimental Farm at Upper Shillong is to cultivate improved 
varieties of potatoes and rice grown by the Khasias, and during 
the year attention was specially devoted to the attainment of this 
object. A few other crops also were tried. The details of the experiments made are given below. 

217. The best results were obtained from Nainital seed, which gave an outturn of over 


Experimectal Farm. 


Mises nine-fold. During March 1goo, over two acres were planted with 
the following varicties : 
Nainital. Flour Ball. . 
Magnum Bonum. | Triumph. 
Abundance. | ; Harbinger. 
Windsor Castle. Early Regent. 


The total cost of cultivation, excepting cost of seed, was Rs. 319. 

Q18. The experiments in the cultivation of paddy were made with four varieties of Sikkim 
paddy and the ordinary low-land Khasi paddy. Paddy was partly 
sown broadcast and partly traosplanted, but was killed by frost. 
Rice cultivation at the elevation of the farm is impossible, as the climate is too cold. 

219, An area of 12 poles was sown with two English varieties of oats (Lamb’s Chester and 
White Tartarian). The crop came up vigorously and grew luxuriant 
ly, but the yield of grain was exceedingly poor. The result confirms 
the experience of the previous year, that oats and other cereals cannot be successtully grown. 
Oats, however, can be grown as a fodder crop. 

220, Six kinds of root crops were grown for cattle food, viz. beet, mangel, turnip, swede, 

country carrot, and sohphlang. Turnips suffered from rot; the 


Paddy. 


Oats. 


Rete others did well. The rates of yield per acre were— 
Més, 
Carrot ove ose ow oe eee oo ove 140 
Sohphlang ee ove as on eee on om 253 
All others wee oe ‘ee. eee ane _ aes 215 


The roots were used for feeding the farm cattle. The excessive rainfall at the farm does 
not injure root crops, which grow very well here, 

221, The cultivation of iucerne has not been successful. The crop sown in the autumn of 

1298, after making excellent growth during the spring, was 
Rees: attacked ty blight as soon as the rain set in. The soil of Upper 
Shillong is not suited to lucerne, which grows best on a dry well-drained calcareous soil. 

222, Five kinds of tubacco were sown in March 1899. The seedlings were not ready for 
transplantation till June. The area planted was 1o poles. The 
plants grew very vigorously, but showed no signs of maturing even 
at the end of October, when, owing to frosts setting in, the still green crop had to be taken in. 

223, Two crops of linseed were sown, one in April 1899 and the other in March 1900. The 

first crop, though sown about two months later than the proper seed 
eas) time, grew well, but remained green throughout the rains, producing 
a succession of pods which absorbed moisture and exuded mucilage.. The climate of the Khasi 
Hills is not suited to this crop. 
224, The only other crops grown at the farm were maize, Khasi pulse, and pumpkin. The 
maize and Khasi pulse were grown for fodder. The pumpkins 
Baie) ss pelts; Ans BEES were used for cattle food during the winter. 


Tobacco. 
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225. The experiment in making silage was again successful. The pit used last year was filled 
with 264 loads of wild grass and 33 maunds of green Khasi pulse 
in the second week of September. The silo was opened early in 
December, and its contents were used for feeding the farm cattle until the middle of March. ‘Th+ 
silage was of better quality than in the previous year. The total cost incurred on the silo was 


Silage. 


Rs. 43-12-0. 
226, The farm nursery now contains numerous rooted seedlings and cuttings of apple, pear, 
: ave and plum. The climate of the Khasi Hills is, however, not suited 
ala a to the cultivation of these fruit trees, as the fruits never ripen, 


227. The farm now possesses 41 head of cattle, which are kept mainly for the manure, which is 

. absolutely essential for the cultivation of the poor soil of the farm. 

Bays The receipts from the sale of milk amounted to Rs. 507-13-9, and, 

after deducting the cost of feeding, wages of cowherd, silo and other expenses, there rem ined a 
net profit of Xs. 98. The Khasi cow is a very poor milker, the average yield of milk being one 


seer a day. 
Receipts and expenditure.—The total receipts from the farm during the year amounted to 


Rs. 228-6-9, which includes the net profit of the dairy, but excludes the price of the seeds supplied 
by the farm, which is estimated at about Rs, 112, The total expenditure amounted to Rs. 2,326-4-4, 


made up as follows : 


Rs. a, pe 
Farm Superintendent’s pay toe or _ eee oo 480 0 oO 
Cost of cultivation toe to ase one oa see 948 13 4 
Silo ace eee eee eee ove oe ly ove 43 12,0 
Seeds eee eee eos eee toe oes eee 205 7 6 
Manure and Bordeaux mixture eve eve ove vee eee 279 11 8 
Appliances oes ove toe ove toe ove 53 3 0 
Cost of sheds one see eee ese AR eee 60 0 oO 
Cost of feeding plough cattle wes res as ins oe 110 8 6 
Purchase of four cows and one bull arr aay ave tae 142.0 0 
Miscellaneous eve ane eve oes eu ove 212 4 
Total eee we ove ove one oe eee 2,326 4 4 





Including the dairy, the total cost of the farm during the year under report amounted to 
Rs. 2,092-5-10 and the receipts to Rs. 507-13-9. 

228. In March goo, 18 maunds and to secrs of seed-potatoes from thestock of the Experiment- 
al Farm at Upper Shillong were distribtued, at the recommendation 
of the Deputy Commissioner, Khasi and Jaivtia Hills, to seven 
Seims and Lyngdohs of the district. The Subdivisional Officer, Mokokchang, and the Superintend- 
ent of the Shillong Jail were each supplied with 2 maunds of potatoes for experimental purposes. 

229, Therc is little of interest to add to the account given in last year’s report of the cultivation 
of sisalhemp on Dauracherra garden. The sisal plants continue to 
thrive and multiply. and there are now 25,000 seedlings in nurseries, 
A valuation of £42 sterling per ton has been received on a sample sent to London. Mr. Hunter has 
commenced to clear fibre with machinery, but some time must elapse before he will be in a 
position to report results. The experiment in the cultivation of rhea referred to in last year’s 
report was given up, as the land was found to be unsuitable. 

239, Babu Debeswar Gossain, an Assamese gentleman, has been conducting for some years an 
interesting experiment in the cultivation of sugarcane in Golaghat. 
The Assistant Director of Agriculture inspected the cultivation 
in November 1899. Improved methods of cultivation are followed in the farm, and the business 
has proved profitable to the proprietor. Mr. Mati Lal Haldar, a Bengali tea-planter, has also 


Seed distribution. 


Sisal hemp and rhea. 


Sugarcane. 


Section 2, 


Agriculture 
and Hort: 
culture. 


SEC STON 2. 





Agriculture Tezpur subdivision. 


and Hovts- 
culture. 
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been experimenting with sugarcane and Egyptian cotton in the Monai tea estate in the 
Tie Assistant Director of Agriculture visited his farm in February 1900. 
Several varieties of sugarcane were under trial, among which a thick black kind (Bengali Black 
Bombay) was found to grow best. The Egyptian cotton was, however, a failure, the soil on which 
it had been planted being too sandy and poor to give a profitable outturn, 

231, The citron plantation at Therriaghat was cleared during the year of sand and refuse depo- 
sited by the floods of 1898. About 1,600 citrons were made over 
in October to the Civil Surgeon, Shillong. The Principal Medical 
Officer and Sanitary Commissioner, Assam, having expressed the opinion that the citruns possess 
no medicinal properties, it is proposed to abandon th- plantation. The /icht and mango gralts 
planted in the compound of the Nongpoh dak bungalow are reported to be dead. The Deputy 
Commissioner, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, started a smal) fruit plantation during the year at 
Umsawriang in the Barpani Valley. In all, 46 trees were planted, and are reported to be flourish- 
ing, with few exceptions. 


Fruit trees. 


CATTLE-BREEDING AND VETERINARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


232. The statement below shows the number of deaths among cattle reported from the 
several districts of the province during the past two years, and 
























































Cattle-disease. : 
the causes to which they are attributed : 
I 2 3 | 4 5 6 : f 5 9 10 
| 
a - = = SS 
Foot-and Swell f, Diarrhea Other Estimated 
Rinderpest. 10utl r I dysentery Anthrax.! Catarrh. discabes Total, value of 
jisease. dt a and choler vane cattle. 
District. —S——— - = - = = ee 
: ny . ris : 
8 é | § 8 3 ry 
| ¢ S $ 3 3 g 3 & | 2/3] S g Fi & ao) % 
ies ~" ? A ia ‘s o> | ss a ere ‘4 ° be ir ? ” | 3 
2, s | @ 3 2 ES ea | 21s] "3 $s 3 ; 2 Es ae 
& S oy co e ca S | 2 Six] ¢ z © | & Zz ed eS | s 
. eR TH MR A RA Pith Ra A ET SM A ie 
| 
| = | 
| Rs Rs 
| | | | | | 
Cachar a oes 21 | 95 184 | 138 | 356} 586 | 1,504 469 ye 21 49 193 2,211 14472 41,009) 16,253 
Sylhet 59753) 35550 2,434 | 3,611 11,110} 54946 | 8,024 | 4.375 | 41 | £6 926 | 1,110 | 12,031) 12.720) 40.319] 31,398) 3,18,218) 287,468 
Goalpara 760 | 1,366 3,238 | 3.437 | 1,206) 1,616 | 1.216| 768 (329 267 | 1.008 | 642 | 12,947] 6,301! 20,704] 14,397) 89,110 84.835 
| | | . 
| 
Kamrup « | 4,558 | 1,569 10,059 | 8,684 | §,863] 8.260 | 9,288 | 9,226/ ... 239 on “ 8,902) 10,027 38.670} 38,605] 2,903,708) 2,92,019 
} | | | 
Darrang ove + | 875 | 1.249 | 782 | 2.521 246) 706 | 664 | 2,346 |101 | 46 22 | 137 2-489| $039 S179) 12,094 644) 1.07,524 
| | 
; | | | 
Nowgong ooo wo | 487 589 | 3.658 | 4.146] 1,273] 2,212 670 40638'| sve] oes fF te te 2.059) 1,873 8,147] 13,453) 65,176] 1,07,624 
| " | | 
Sibsagar eee s+ | 5,350} 978 | 1,380 | 2,207 | *16747| 1.494 | 9.055 | 3,914 [181 259 75 254 | 49299) 7-397) 22,087] 16,533) 2,46,820) 1.42,684 
! | | | 
Lakhimpur .., see | 4,991 ‘ 128 | 306 eae 74 461 164 | 3 ue a nee 802) 8.070) 1,436, 80,700} 14,360 
| | 
Na a Hills* .. ree arn ne | 1,200 | den toe | one dan! Obes se. 1 ue 1,200] 18,000 
} } | | 
Kl} asi and Jaintia Hils.. a seta | 147 aed 26 83 GOO | aor | vee ous ° ove 45} 83 1,118 1,148] 11,606 
| | 
| 
Garo Hills* ... } { 
| | | 
ae" j———| tas A ee eR EL SS = 
| a | | 
Total - et 9,306 21 863)25428)/ 21,801 20,890 |32255 |25,795/652 |897 | 2,031 | 2,194 45,293'45,047, 146,679 | 130,506 11,89,593|10,64,373 
| | | 
| | | bse | | 

















* Information not avaiiable, 


There was a decrease in the number of deaths during the year, as compared with the 
previous year, in all districts, except Darrang, Nowgong, and Khasi and Jaintia Hills. The 
increase in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills was due to statistics being collected for a larger area. 
Foot-and-mouth disease, diarrhoea, dysentery, and cholera were prevalent in an epidemic form 
in the Darrang district, The floods in Nowgong cansed much sickness among cattle owing to 
want of pasturage. The decrease in the number of deaths is most noticeable in Lakhimpur, where, 
as reported by the Deputy Commissioner, the services of the veterinary assistant employed by 
the Local Board were most useful. 

In 1899, 16,811 cattle were reported to have been killed by wild animals and 199 by snakes, 
against 16,266 and 257, respectively, in the preceding year. 

Of the five Government breeding bulls maintained at Silchar, Haflong, Sylhet (Jaintia), 
Naharjan tea estate (Sibsagar), and Shillong, the one at Silchar died on the 25th December s%gg. 
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GOALPARA. | Division. 


GARO HILLS. 
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REFERENCE TO FORESTS IN ASSAM. 





Area on 30th 
















































June 1900. 
Range. Number and Name of Forest. 
Acres. tas 
Guma 7 1 | Guma : es 16,786 26 
Western “ 2 | Ripu : om | 150,587 235 
3 oan hie fen 149,425 234 
4 engto wee 145335 22 
Eastern a 5 | Bhumeswar Hill... 4,180 7 
6 | Bijni see | 125,510 196 
as .* ~ 3 ' 
fi 7 inari ve Noe 6,640 lo 
8 shima and Bangshi a 9,258 15 | 
9 | Dhima eee vs 5,760 9 
1o ; Dilma oe - 1,120 2 
Northern ae 11 | Raja Simla one oa 45828 7 
12 | Iidek wd eee 1,280 2 
13 | Dambu ney a 4,472 7 
14 | Songsac “ es 8,005 Wy 
15 | Darugiri oes aseil 2,448 4 
16 | Rongrengiri bs niet 8,360 M4 
(| 17 | Siju Ge ‘i 1,280 2} 
|| 18 | Rewak 2 if 1,280 2 
Southern est 19 | Emangiri 6 + 2,080 3 
20 | Bagmara eee we | 12,320 19 
21 Angratoli “ie 4 9,138 : 14 
22 Dibru Hill ail 0,080 9 
Western f 23 | Bolsalgiri, we! 640 1! 
24 | Tura as 480 1 
ee i a: 3 ——t. : 
i \ 
(, 25 | Barjuli Pe 2 
26 | Jaipur a 1 
27 | Nampathar ; 1 | 
28 | Baradubha 2° 
29 | Gizang 71 
30 Jbarikhuri 3 
| 3t | Mugakhal 35 , 
Singra ie 32 | Sursuria Hill f 371 
33 | Khorkhuri Fe | 
J 
1 
1 


5 ww w& 
© Sw asawk carne nee 
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SECTION 3. 


FORESTS, 


233. The total area of State forests at the close of the year was 20,062 square miles, including Section 4 
3,609 square miles of reserved forests and 16,453 square miles of Forests 
unclassed State forests, as compared with 3,537 and 16,673 square : 
.miles, respectively, at the commencement. An area of 1o1 square miles was added to the reserved 

forest, whilst 29 square miles were disforested for cultivation, The area of unclassed State 

forests is subject to yearly variations and calls for no remark. 


- Area of State forests. 


234, The following forests, notified under section 5 of the Forest Regulation, were finally 


Forest settlements. declared as reserves: 
' The Langting Mupa reserve in Cachar ete vas Ave . 80 square miles. 
: Additions to the Charduar reserve in Darrang ar ct séel at bi e 
Total ove aoe eee eee ase eee e. IOX 55 a 


The area undergoing settlement during the year was t05 square miles. Of this area final 
proposals were sent up for the Barail reserve in Cachar, but were returned for revision, with the 
object of excising some of the several villages situated within its proposed boundaries, and thus 
lessening the cost of compensation awarded for disturbance to the occupiers of these lands. 


235. The total length of all boundaries at the close of the year was 2,612 miles, including 
: ' 1,148 miles of artificially-marked boundaries, as compared with 
Demarcation. j ‘ . F 
2,488 miles and 1,145 miles, respectively, of the previous year, 
A length of 1,145 miles of artificially-marked boundary was cleared and 4,613 boundary mounds 
were repaired at a total cost of Rs. 2,580, or Rs. 2-4-6 per mile, as compared with Rs. 2,217 or 
Re. 115-8 per mile expended on similar work of the previous year, 


236, Au area of about 26 square miles of unclassed State forests in Lakhimpur was surveyed 
during the year, with a view to constitute it as a reserved 


Surveys. 
forest. 


237. In Goalpara, the flan allowed of 7,792 acres being opened in the five different circles, 

and of 5,683 sd/ trees being removed, subject to sylvicultural 

requirements, Of the above, only 5,856 acres were worked over, 
and only 1,768 trees were felled and removed. Three out of the five open areas were worked by 
purchasers, who removed only 1,443 out of an estimated possible 4,017 trees, as they declined to 

’ take any of the inferior stock, even at reduced rates; and the remaining areas having been taken 
up for departmental working towards the close of the season, had only partly been worked over 
when the year closed. But, besides the areas prescribed by the plan for the year, several of the 
old coupes, which remained unexploited to their full extent, were again worked over and yielded 
as many as 3,257 sdé/ trees, whilst two coupes in the Guma circle, which strictly belong to the 
years 1go0-o1 and 1902-03, were worked over, departmentally, in ‘advance, for convenience of 
sleeper work, and yielded 8y9 sa/ trees. Altogether, therefore, 5,924 sd/ trees were felled during 
the year under report, as detailed below: 


Working-plans, 


e S4l tres,” 
From areas appointed under plan for the year too to eee eo 1,768 
» coupes of former years (1893-94, 1895-96, 1896-97, 1897-98, and 1898-99) ... ee 3,257 
1» » worked in advance (1900-01 and 1902-03) aes ove ow. 899 
Total eee eee eee ooo eee eee eee oes 5,924 


132 trees, other than sd/, were felled and removed under the plan. 


In the Garo Hills, the Darugiri forest remained closed, but the working of the Dambu forest, 
rording to the plan, was leased under agreement for three years, in which time the lessee js 
permitted to remove all the trees allowed by the plan to be felled up to the end of the working 
period, the minimum felling girth being raised from 4} to 5 feet. Out of an estimated number of 
about 4,000 trees available for exploitation, the lessee felled 344 trees, and owing to the bad State 
of the road, was net able to remove all the putturn obtained from this small number, 
w 


SEcTION 3. 


Forests, 
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238, The following table compares the expenditure incurred during the past two years oa 









































Communications and buildings. roads and buildings: 
: Roads. Buildings. | Other works. | Total. 
Division. ——_—_————. 
1898-99. 1899-100. | 1893-99, | 1299-1900. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900. | 1898-99. | 1839-1900 
1 | 3 | 3 | 4 | s | 6 7 | 8 | 9 10 | u 
Miles, Re, Miles. Rs. | Rs. Re. Rs. Rs Rs. Re 
Direction ove oe ove ove ove 10 eee -_ ove 10 
Cachar saa 25 190 25 197 1,526 942 146 187 1,862 1,326 
Sylhet ose eee ake too ee 749 O14 97 54 846 668 
Goalpara woo | oes 563) ww 251} 14743 | 2,318 248 235 | 2,554 | 2,804 
Kamrup one 22 375 74 | 1,097 | 4,954 925 125 166 | 5,454 | 2,188 
Darrang a 5| 3,711 3| 4414] 7,265] 2,506 574 184] 11,550 | 7,104 
Nowgong oe eve on oe one 934 780 4118 187 | 1,052 967 
Sibsagar a 95 178 89: 166 947 668 79 52] 1,204 886 
Lakhimpur ses 9 58 91 61 | 2,690] 1,136 121 162! 2,869 | 1,359 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills}... oes oes eee 49 125 ae es 49 125 
Garo Hills aT 24} 1,158 tee 63 455} 1,488 74 93 | 1,687] 1,644 
Total... oe 180 | 6,233 201 | 6,249 | 21,322 | 11,502 1,582 1,320 | 29,137 | 19,071 
a ee 


The principal new work on road-making was the construction of three miles of cart-road 
on the Charduar plantation at a cost of Rs, 2,261. Under “ Buildings ” the principal new works. 
were the erection of substantial houses for subordinate establishment in the Goalpara and 
Garo Hills divisions. 

289, The new cases taken into court were 102, as compared with 91 in the previous year- 
Sixteen cases were pending at the commencement of the year. 
Of these 118 cases, 109 cases were disposed of by the court. 
Ninety cases involving 319 persons resulted in convictions and 19 cases (98 persons) in acquittals, 
the cases convicted being 82°6 per cent. of those disposed of, as compared with 82'9 in the previous 
year and 78°o per cent, in 1897-98. The number of cases compounded was 246, as compared 
with 248 in 1898-99. 

240. Special arrangements were made to protect 635,381 acres, of which 619,890 acres, or 
97'°6 per cent., were successfully protected for an expenditure of 
Rs, 11,381, or an average cost of Rs. 11-12-0 per square mile, as 
compared with 643,608 acres saved in the previous year at a cost of only Rs. 8-10-9 a square 
mile. Certain special conditions relating to labour difficulty tended to largely increase expenditure 
in Goalpara, Darrang, and Nowgong. The incidence of cost on the protected forests was still 
further raised by the fact that a smaller area was saved, 15,491 acres having been burnt, as com- 
pared with 1,453 acres in the previous year. 

There were in all twenty fires, extending over 15,491 acres, Three of these, aggregating 
9,642 acres, took place in the Goalpara division, and were caused by fire entering the forests by 
crossing exterior fire lines. Two fires over an area of 5,090 acres were caused accidentally by 
people passing through the forests in the Kamrup division. None of the remaining fires were 
of any great magnitude, 

241. Out of a total of 3,609 square miles, 2,674 square miles, or 74 per cent. of the reserved 
. forests, were closed to all animals for the whole year, 916 square 
miles were open to all animals other than browsers, and 19 square 
miles were open to animals of all kinds. Unclassed State forests, as a whole, were open to 
grazing in all districts. In the reserved forests, 938 animals grazed on payment of Rs. 463, and 
3,177 grazed without cash payment. In unclassed State forests, 21,972 cattle grazed on payment 
of fees amounting to Rs, 10,667, and the cattle that grazed free are estimated at 302,676, the 
value of this free grazing being Rs. 87,136. 


Forest offences. 


Fire protection. 


Grazing. 
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242. The regular plantations, which alone are of any importance in Assam, are situated in 
Kamrup and Darrang divisions. During the year Rs, 11,846 
were spent under this head, of which Rs, 11,806 were incurred on 
regular plantation work and Rs. 40 on cultural operations. The receipts from this source were 
Rs. 8,331, of which all but a small amount of Rs. 41 was obtained from the experimental rubber 
tappings in Charduar carried out in 1898-99, In Kamrup no new work was undertaken, and the 
area of 367 acres, principally of rubber and teak, remained as in previous years. In Darrang the 
rubber plantation area, which at commencement of the year contained 1,748 acres, was increased 
to 2,304 acres during the year by the addition of 556 acres. 


Artificial reproduction. 


243. During the season under report, tapping operations in the Charduar plantation “were 
continued over compartments 5, 6, 7, and 8, while a few trees in 
compartment 3 and the whole of compartment 4 were tapped for 
the second year in succession. Briefly, 474 acres, containing 6,810 trees, were operated on, with 
the result that 4,50216 of clean rubber were obtained, of which 4,45116 were sent to London 
for sale and 5116 distributed to several officers as samples or for experiment. The rubber sent 
to London, after deducting all charges on account of tapping, packing, freight, and. agent’s fees, 
realised Rs. 6,841, or Re. 1-8-7 perlb, as compared with Re. 1-2-3 perlb obtained in the former 
year. Messrs, McLeod & Co., through whom the sale was effected, reported that it was the 
finest stuff ever seen in London from Assam. 


Experimental tappings. 


Charduar was visited during the year by His Excellency the Viceroy, who inspected part 
of the plantation, examined the tapping operations, and saw the method of preparing and packing 
the clean rubber for market. 


Q44. Selection fellings in the proper sense of the term were only carried out in the Goalpara 

division and in some of the reserves of the Garo Hills, where the 

Poel baat ree ea major forest produce. forests are worked under plans. In other districts purchasers 

were allowed to select the largest trees available, of 44 feet girth 

and over. All trees were marked before felling. The number of trees felled during the past two 

years by departmental agency and by purchasers under this rough selection method are compared 
in the following table: 






































1898-99- 1899-1900. 
Felled by coe eee >on > Felled by : : 
Government pei teal trade Receres Spee | .Goverduient Remenes under trade manor under 
agency. ? pd ~e agency. Icenses. ee licenses. 
é o a a 
2 2 8 & 
3 Pre bose five [es é 
& 2 & wd v & 7 oe 
22) Se ioe Pais Pe rete fe Le meebo 
3 fo} Zz 3 fo) ZG fo) & | Oo Zz & i) z\s re) 
1 a 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1m 12 13 | 14 | 15 16 17 
Reserved forests ...| 3,126 II 594} 3,304 | 4-266 gr Go} 1,169 | 3,994 | 106 743 | 4950) 3,587] 168] ow. 235 
Unclassed State 128 2 1,406 660 | 23,818 | 223 | ws 853 B| cw 1,758 1,732 | 22,389 a4 | ~<a 08 
forests. 
| 
een | | ff | | | 
| 
Total =. o» | 30984 13] 2,000 | 4,054 | 28,084 | 314 60} 2,023} 3,995 | 106] 3,501 | 6,682] 25,976 | ara] ... 1,216 
























































245. Grazing in Assam was practically granted free of payment to all owners of cattle, 
See Sere ere eae ae except professional breeders or dairymen. The extensive area 
(1) extraction of fodder, and (2) graz- Of 16,453 square miles of unclassed State forests were available 
ine. for grazing, and the total receipts collected from this source was 
only Rs, 10,667, as compared with Rs. 15,217 of the previous year. A further sum of Rs, 463 
was collected on account of grazing allowed in reserved forests. 


SECTION 3. 


Forests. 
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Section 3. Yield of the year. 246. The outturn of timber, fuel, and bamboos from State forests 
Forests. was as follows: 
Timber. | Fuel. Bamboos. 
Class of forests and agency of exploitation. 
Traders and Waste land Traders and Watte land Traiers and 
Consuiners. lessecs. consumers, lessees. Consumers. 





i‘ : Cc. ft. Cc, ft. Cc. ft. Cc. ft. No. 























From reserved forests aoe its 946,440 ee 226,828 tee 1,328,720 
» unclassed State forests we | 6,803,621 245,397 | 8,892,970 259,031 | 24,462,246 
Total dee eee vee ove 9,750,061 245,397 9,119,708 __ 259031 | 25:790,966 
By Government agency wee wes 129,096 see 16,993 sas 26,210 
» purchasers Sie sed w | 6,886,905 ses 4,231,064 on 23,337,821 
» waste land lessees sae aes eee 245,397 vee 259,031 soe 
» free grantees i ae es 734,060 eee 4,871,741 eee 2,426,935 
Total a = a oe | 71750, 061 lee 245,397 ic ETS 259,031 | 25,790,966 
Total, 1899-1900 ws oes ae 7:995,458 9.378,829 25,790,966 
» 1898-99 aes oe ue 8,874,266 11,499,351 26,073,206 
—878,808 ( 2,120,522. — 282,240 








There was a decrease under all the heads—Timbder and fuel removed by gurkat: permit-holders 
in the Garo Hills and by free grantees are calculated by means of factors that are supposed to 
give misleading results. If these calculations were eliminated from the figures of the two years, 
the outturn would be 3,195,000 cubic feet and 2,768,500 cubic feet, respectively, for 1898-99 and 
1899-1900, and indicate a minus difference against the year under report of 426,500 cubic feet, 
more than half of which fell under the head of “ Timber removed by waste land lessees,” owing to 
fewer valuation bills having been paid up and completed during the year, as compared with the 
preceding one. The remaining deficit of 190,000 cubic feet was accounted for by shorter sales of 
timber and fuel from the forests of Cachar, Sylhet, Sibsagar, and the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. 


247. The value of bamboos and other minor produce, including the duty on foreign rubber, 


Gittaraiel wider prides. removed from the State forests, was Rs. 4,69,547. 


248. The table given below compares the quantities of timber and fuel granted free of 






































Free grants of timber and fuel. payment for the past two years : 
Free grants, exclusive of grants Value. 
to waste land grantees. icereade cor : 
Division. decrease, 
se. | 18 )9°8 900. 188-99. | 1899-1500. 
1 ee | | 4 , | s | 6 

C. ft. C. ft, C. ft. Rs. Re. 
bis ies ie 29,982 35,568 | + 5,586 482 577 
si eg aes ie ia 1,287,608 1,301,972 | + 14,364 20,83! 20,840 
Goalpara ows ss ne "444,156 406,606 | — 37,550 9,061 12,769 
Kamrup se eee ase 519,533 450,572 | — 68,961 12,064 9,908 
Darrang aa ae ee 538,158 547,828 | + 9,670 20,252 17,915 
Nowgong ie is on 359,211 292,879 | — 66,332 9,078 6,791 
Sibsagar o2 6 ast re 1,097,476 904,273 | — 183,203 31,685 26,267 
Lakhimpurc a ss 854,245 796,647 | — 57,598 25,365 22,291 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills ae eee 801,600 612,800 | — 188,200 13,477 9,575 
Garo Hills ee: ove a 246,596 | 256,650 | + 10,060 3.877 4,071 
Total =... a ies ts 6,178,565 | 5,605,801 | — 562,764 | | 1,46,772 1,31,004 





ee 
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249. The following table shows the revenue and expenditure Sscrrow 3. 


Fioancial results. ‘ ears 
ane of the last five financial and forest years : Poserte: 




















Percentage of 
—_ Revenue. Expenditure. Surplus, surplus to gross 
5 revenae. 
1 a | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, 
Financial. 
eas A. 1,16,168 5 8,896 
1895-96 ove _ eae oe 475035 } 2,86,137 1,38, 32°? 
B. 1,69,969 
A. 1,07,966 F 
1896-97... ove eee oes asa} ‘ 2,82,016 1,54,427 35°4 
B. 1,74,050 
A. 86,430 
1897-98 ... see ove _ 3,84,816 2,88,831 95,985 24°9 
B. 2,02,401 
A. 1,131,016 
1898-99 ... ie ae tie 398744} 3,05,365 92,809 234 
B. 1,94,349 
; A. 1,56,513 - 
1899-1900 a ae cs 5,68,098 3,57,144 2,10,954 37. . 
B. 2,00,631 
Average for five years a Sis 442,513 Piet 3,03,899 1,38,614 303 
Forest year. 4 : ca 5 ~ 
A. 1,15,979 
1895-96... oe eee ee | 4,04,482 2,89,323 1,135,159 285 
B. 1,73,344 
A. 1,00,050 
1896-97... a as see 4,40,936 2,82,191 1,58,745 36° 
; B. 1,82,141 
A. 88,536 
1897°98 _ oes _ 3,70,778 i 2,86, 146 84,632 328 
B. 1,97,610 |} 
A, 1,20,624 
‘1898-99... ry nae as a6} } 3,18,118 1,18,634 a7't 
B. 1,97:494 
: A, 3,513,978 
1899-1900 sie eee oes 5,46,092 } 3,50, 500 1,95,586 35°8 
B. 1,98,528 
Average for five years ase oe 4,39,808 oe 3,05,257 1,34,551 30°6 





The gross revenue of the forest year was Rs. 1,09,340 and the expenditure Rs. 32,388 in 
excess of the figures for the previous year, while the surplus showed an increase of Rs, 76,952, 
and the percentage of this head to gross revenue increased from 27 to 35. The increase in 
revenue of Rs. 1,09,340, as compared with that of the previous year, was obtained from the 
following sources: 





Re 
Reserved forests aoe sa ove ase tee + 74,740 
Unclassed State forests vee one one eee + 6,367 ‘ 
Timber valuation of waste land grants _ vr ats — 14,374 
Shared forests on toe tee eee eee + 30,182 
Foreign timber and other produce... aa eee ove + 12,425 
Net difference ws see eee oo on +1,09,340 


Section 3. 


Forests. 
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The following table compares the total figures of revenue under the main budget heads for 
the past two years: 




















Budget heads. 1597-93. | 1898-99. | 1893-1900. ae 
1 | 3 | 3 | 4 | $s 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1.—Timber and other produce removed from 16,794 28,898 95,655 + 66,757 
forests by Government agency. 
il.—Timber and other produce ((a) Traders ... 2,41,692 2,69,893 2,79,850| + 9,957 
removed from the forests by 
consumers or purchasers, (5) Waste lands 35,520 43,918 20,544 — 14,374 
I1I.—Drift and waif wood and confiscated forest 12,098 8,393 5,787 — 2,606 
produce. : 
1V.— Revenue from forests not managed by Govern- 26,528 48,218 86,789 + 38,571 
ment. 
V.—Miscellaneous ane Pr a 38,146 37,432 48,467 + 11,035 
Total act oes aes aye | 3,790,778 4,369,752 5,46,092 + 1,09,340 


The receipts of the year under report were considerably better under all heads, except II (4) 
and III. The increase under head I was due to extensive sleeper operations successfully carried 
out in Goalpara, and that under IV to the opening of the Manipur State forests in Cachar, and 
the stimulus given to the export of rubber in Cachar, Darrang, and Lekhimpur by the rather 
sudden and considerable rise in Calcutta prices. The receipts under II (4) “ Valuations on 
waste land grants” exhibited a falling off of Rs. 14,374, owing to a large number of bills having 
been appealed against by the grantees and remaining outstanding at the close of the year, 

The following table compares the revenue and expenditure and the surplus or deficit of each 
division for the last two years ; 

















Revenue. | ; Expenditure. | Surplus or deficit. 
Division. 
Difference Difference Difference 
18 £-99. 1899-1900, in 1898-99. 1899-1900. it 188-99. 18 99-1900. in 
1899-1900, 18 )9-1900, 189-190. 





















| 
Be EEE SES Eea oe 

Direction .. Wee ies 2 307 | + 195 339342 28,985 — 4,557 | = 33,330 | ~— 28,578 

Cachar eee ies on 88,853 1,123,150 | + 23,303 27,954 $2,331 | + 24.367 | + 60,894] + 59,827 

Sylhet iste ‘os a 47,185 $0,378 | + 3,193 16,350 17,100 | + 750 | + 30,835 | + 332781 + 2,443 
Gealpara_... asi ae $1,475 1,21,942 | + 70,467 63,587 82,202 | + 18,615 | — 12,312) + 39,740] + 5',853 
Kamrup_... ow oe 49,454 38,121 | — 3,333 33,022 28,159 | — 4.863} + 7.432| + 9:962] + 2,830 
Darrang ee as 47740 66,952 | + 39,212 49,762 45181 | — 4,591 | = 2,022 | + 21,771 | + 23,793 
Nowgong ..- an on 9,105 Ot | — 14134 13,233 12,371 | — 852 | — 45128 | — = 4,400 | — 272 
Sibsagar... oe ono 25,813 197553 | — 6,250 15,196 | 15,87) | + 683 | + 9,617 + 2,684} — 6.933 

‘ 

Lakhimpur ... aes wes 82,433 85,114. | + 2,681 26,739 27,148 | + 709 | + $5094 | + $7,566) + 1,978 
Khasi and Jaintia ills a 5,853 5.450 | — 493 4552 4,520 | — 3a| + 1,301 | + gco | — $71 
Garo Hills... ie on 37,824 38,236 | + 412 33,371 35,530 | + 2,159] + 4,453] + 2,705 | — 1,747 
Total on one aa 436,752 5,46,092 | + 1,09,340 3.18,118 3,530,506 | + 33,388 | + 1,18,634 | + 1,95,586 |] + 76,953 


nr —— 
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In Cachar, there was a decrease of Rs. 1,067 in surplus, as compared with the previous year, SEeTION 4 
resulting from a falling off in timber outturn from Government forests, owing to the opening Of yines and 
the Manipur State forests. In Sylhet, the increase in surplus was owing to the bond fide develop- Minerals. 
ment of trade on Government forests. In Goalpara, the surplus of Rs. 39,740 was in consequence 
of sleeper operations successfully carried out during the year under report. In Kamrup, the 
increase of Rs, 2,530 in surplus was owing to reduction of expenditure. In Darrang, where there 
was a deficit of Rs. 2,022 as in 1898-99, there was a surplus of Rs. 23,793, chiefly resulting ~ 
from an increase of receipts under rubber sales and import duty. In Sibsagar, the falling off 
of Rs. 6,933 was owing to smaller sale of timber removed by purchasers and to several timber 
bills for timber on waste lands remaining outstanding at the close of the year. The surplus of 
Rs, 1,972 in Lakhimpur was principally due to larger amount of revenue collected under the head 
of import duty on foreign rubber. Restricted sales of timber in Khasi and Jaintia and Garo Hills 
resulted in smaller surpluses than in the previous year. 


SECTION 4. 
MINES AND MIN@RALS. ; 


250. There are 34 recognised lime-quarries in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, which is the only 
district in the Province in which any revenue is derived from 
limestone. Three quarries have been leased for a term of years at 
a fixed annual revenue, and five were worked under the permit system. No operations were 
carried on in the remaining 26, except at Maostoh, which is worked bythe proprietors. Some of 
the quarries are owned by the Seims or by the people, and under treaty rights they receive one-half 
ofthe revenue. The proprietors’ share of revenue amounted to Rs. 8,099, against Rs. 13,196 in 
the previous year. The Government share of revenue from the quarries leased at a fixed rental 
was, as in the previous year, Rs, 5,250, and that from those worked under the permit or royalty 
system amounted to Rs. 6,837, against Rs. 15,948 in 1898-99. The quantity of limestone 
exported was 1,776,689 maunds, against 1,312,732 maunds in 1898-99. 

251, In Lakhimpur the Assam Railways and Trading Company extracted 247,228 tons of coal, 
against 211,554 tons in 1898-99. The quantity extracted from the 
Namdang and Tirap mines, for which no royalty is payable, was 
68,303 tons, as compared with 47,118 tons in the previous year. From the Ledo and Tikak mines, 
on which royalty is levied at 3 annas a ton, 178,925 tons were extracted, against 164,436 tons 
in 1898-99. The total surface rent paid by this Company was Rs. 366 and the royalty Rs. 33,548, 
against Rs. 30,832 in 1898-99. 

The Assam Company, of Nazira, Sibsagar, extracted from the quarries at Telphoon 24,835 
maunds (or g12°30 tons), and from those near Geleki, within the jurisdiction of the Naga Hills 
district, 917 maunds (or 33°69 tons) of coal during the year, against 28,826 maunds (or 1,058'g1 tons) 
and 4,931 maunds (or 183°13 tons), respectively, in the preceding year. Royalty is realised on 
the quantity of coal quarried at 4 annas per ton, The coal obtained from Telphoon is reported 
to be of excellent quality, but operations were considerably handicapped owing to the ignition 
of one of the seams during last rains through spontaneous combustion. The Naga Hills conces- 
sion has had to be permanently abandoned, as sufficient coal has not been found there to warrant 
any further expenditure. No seam was struck during the five or six years during which opera 
tions were carried on. 

In the Khasi and Jaintia Hills Rs. 400 was realised on account of ground rent in respect 
of a tract of land covered by a prospecting license for coal granted to Mr, G, L. Garth. 

There was no change in the revenue demand (Rs. 5,500) on account of the mineral oil 
concessions in Lakhimpur, which now consists only of surface rents. The Assam Railways and 
Trading Company extracted 616,275 gallons of oil, against 555,204 gallons in 1898-99. 


252. Both limestone and coal are known to exist in the North Cachar Hills. In the year 
under report, a license to explore for minerals in the Borail range 
was issued to Messrs A. Spicer and R. Spicer, of Cachar. A 
license was issued to Mr. G. L. Garth to prospect for coal, tin, copper and iron in an area of 
about 13 square miles, between the Bogapani river and Tharia-Cherrapunji road in the Khasi 
Hills, 


Lime-quarries. 


Coal-mines and mineral oils. 


Mineral concessions. 
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SECTION s. 





MANUFACTURES. 
SECTION 5. 253. The only manufacture of importance in the province is that of tea, The total number of 
Manuface tea gardens at the end of 1899 was 815, against 818 in the previous 
tures. sions and releaechaee ee Ext year, The following statement gives details of the changes that 
took place during the year 1899: 
Namber of gardens 
Number of aye Fe 
District. gardens Increase or 
ae iy ree Amalgamated decrease. 
Closed. with other | Abandoned. Total. 
gardens. 








Cachar .., eed acd 3 oh I 2 3 —3 
Sylhet... bs _ a ee I 4 5 = 
Darrang .. eee ove a 9 see 1 1 +8 
Nowgong i es ais et fi = 1 —1 
Sibsagar ... Ses de ee 1 6 1 7 —6 
Lakhimpur ive fe is 4 ae +4 
Total see bes sea wet 14 8 8 17 Be ee 


"Hie nucibeh Ob wade navopehe a autine Meyear wala aeanaesre in ghuen Bicht Gardens number of gardens opened during the year was 14, against 15 in 1898. Eight gardens 
were closed, against 13 in the previous year. Eight gardens were amalgamated with other 
gardens, against 6 in 1898, and one garden was abandoned. 

254, The statement given below compares the number of gardens in each district and their 
area for the past two years; it also shows the total area of all lands 























Number and area of gardens and area 
of all lands held by tea-planters. held by tea-planters in 1899: 

Number of tea gardens. Total a of tes gardens, Total area 

Dp 
District. Meta fo | Uae nae 

1899, in 

1898. T2g9. 1838. 3899. acres. 

1 | a | 3 | 4 | s 6 | 1 8 

Cachar ... ie fies 190 187 —3| 270,831") 272,892 | + 2,061 | 282,169 
Sylhet a. re 133 133 —5| 141,128 | 138,058 | — 3,070 | 224,607 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills eee i 1 see 100 100 eee 100 
Goalpara oe 38 3 3 oe 852 852 it 852 
Kamrup : ie 23 33 tee 17,788 17,735 |— 53 25,553 
Darrang is es go 98 +8] 112,063 | 133,024 | + 20,961 | 135,517 
Nowgong a Pa 50 49 —1 49,851 48,012 | — 1,839 | 51,392 
Sibsagar wi ane 173 167 —6 238,108 | 237,024 | — 1,084} 269,934 
Lakhimpur a sii 150 154 +4] 172,837 | 180,082 | + 7,245] 211,53@ 
Total sie oe 818 815 —3 | 1,003,558*| 1,027,779 | +24,221 | 1,201,656 


*Revised figures. 
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nn 
The figures in columns § and 6 represent the area, cultivated and uncultivated, included in 
existing tea gardens, on whatever tenure held, estates on which no tea was actually cultivated 
being excluded. In column 8 is shown the total area of all estates occupied by tea-planters, 
including those on which no tea was actually cultivated. The increase of 20,961 acres in the 
area of tea gardens in the Darrang district was partly due to the opening of new gardens and 
partly to the fact that more accurate statistics were furnished for the year under review than 
those that were given in previous years. In Cachar, figures were revised during the year, and 
the increase of area is only apparent, but in Lakhimpur, the increase was the result of the opening 
of new gardens. 
255, The following table gives the area under mature and 


re Ngie ero Pvp Pagal cas immature plants and the total area of tea gardens during the last 
fifteen years: 














Year. Voss mature Vee immatare | Total area ander Biola tea 
: a fe fe fs 

1884 <a ste ‘ie es t 58.138 @ 1,604 ionea Sins 
3885 vo one wee wes 159,876 37,634 197,510 921,891. 
1886 eee or eee oe 170,138 33,855 203,993 934,134 
3887 ase oes ov aes 177,900 33,179 211,079 950,171 
1888 eee oes ove AD 188,329 28,347 216,676 955,499 
1889 ose ese ose woe 196,689 30,560 227,249 100,665 
1890 ove eee eee oo 200,658 30,380 231,038 994,497 
1891 eee ove eos ote 208,407 33,416 241,823 996,746 
1892 eee eee ooo eee "a1 3,525 33,667 247,192 | _ —- 1,044,984 
1893 vee tee. oe ae 221,368 35,257 | . 256,625 1,042,277 
1894 eee site rr sae 229,316 39,480 268,796 1,054,992 
1895 ose eee see eas 234,909 41,105 276,014 995,787 
1896 ese eae eee eee 247,655 44.254 291,909 968,895 
1897 oes ove ove ove 263,489 47,337 310,826* 1,014,018* 
1898 ove ae tee aie 275,698* §0,125* 325,823* 1,003,558* 
1899 eee ave ooo oes 284,807 46,344 331,151 1,027,779 








* Revised figures. 
256. The following statement compares the total area under tea cultivation in each district 
Area under tea- cultivation in. each 





district. for the past two years; 
Total area under mature and 
immatore plante, Increase or 
Qv————_— decrease, 
District. 1858. 18990 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Cachar eee ose se eee eee 62,189° 60,542 —~1,647 
Sylhet - a sis ste +» 71,660 71,936 + «376 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills ave ive ove ove 30 30 aoe 
Goalpara ie a ae one on 465 595 + 130 
Kamrup ivi ie Se ee he 4,196 3.818 — 378 
Darrang ee te os ~~ 38,773 41,469 + 2,696 
Nowgong oes one one a oe «42,871 12,520 — 351 
Sibsagar se xd a3 oe oe 75945 76,797 + 852 
Lakhimpur eee eee eee ove eee 59,694 63.444 + 3:750 
Total sas aes ess sie eo 325,823 331,151 + 5,328 





* Revised figures. 





SscTion 5. 


Manufac- 


tures. 
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tures. 
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The areas under tea in Darrang and Lakhimpur were 6°9 and 6:2 per cent., respectively, in 
excess of the areas under tea in those districts in 1598. The variations in the other districts, 
except in Cachar, where the fall in the price of tea, combined with a bad outturn in 1898, led to 
much restriction of cultivation, call for no remarks. 

257. The total outturn of tea during the year was 127,576,168lbs., against 109,286,995 Ibs. in 
1898, an increase of 18,289,173Ibs. The following table compares 
the figures furnished by the Indian Tea Association and the figures 
of the trade returns with those reported by the Deputy Commissioners in their Annual Tea 
Reports: 


Total outturn of the province. 


























1898. | 1899. 
Source of information. Brah t : h t 
rValiey = | Surma Valley) Total, | Branmaputra| Surma Valley| Total. 
poe fs fe fs |e fe 
ne 
Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibe. 
Osis according to Indian Tea 63,672,660 46,318,992 | 109,991,652 64,224,841 60,630,424 124,855,265 


oo pial aie to Annual Tea 63,755)751 457531,244%| 109,286,995 66,691,353 60,884,815 127,576,168 





or decrease. 


Exports according to Trade Returns. 579175,570 33,963,840 91,139,410 56,267,712 441405;074 100,672,786 
——_?2 $e SSFSSSSsssssssssssssseseseses 
® Revised figures. 
258, The statement below shows the outturn of tea in each district for the past two 
Outturn by districts. 
years: 
Rate of outturn per A 
Distri wai os Increase or Percentage 
rict, decease. of increase 


1898. 1899. 1898. | 1899. 










Ibs. Ibs. 





+ 5,890,507 













































| 
Cachar on eae eee aes 3808 215313,787 27,004,204 27°90 
Sythet ae ose oe re 4i2 2454139457 33,876,521 + 9,463,064 38°76 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills ae wee 133 4,000 4,000 
Goalpaa .. ass at om 378} 152,000 |: 210,016 | + 58,016 | + 3817 
Kamrup.... oo. os tee 173 685,794 716,169 | + 36375] + 4°43 
Darrang ae oes oes on 398 | 12,449,724 14,562,247 | + 2,112,523] + 16°97 
Nowgong ... Hes ove ae 333 3,872,525 3,288,192 | == 584,333 | — 15°09: 
Sibsagar ... oo eee eee 380 24,415,389 25,056,608 | + 641,219] + 2°63 
Rakhimpur: ... rr aa a 450 22,180,319 22,858,121 | + 677,802 3°06. 

i 

Total oe fies: ms aa‘s 396 448 109,286,995 127,576,168 | +18,289,173 | + 16°73 








® Revised figures. 

The table in paragraph 56 above shows that the cultivated area of the province expanded. 
in 1899 by 5,328 acres, or 1°6 per cent. The increase af 16°73 percent, in outturn was therefore 
almost entirely attributable to the fact that the weather of 1899 was favourable to successful tea 
cultivation, The contiguous districts of Nowgong and Sibsagar were not so favoured in this as 
the other great tea-producing districts, and have helped to reduce the average increase of outturm 
for the province. Nowgong was the only district in which the average outturn declined. 

259, The yield per acre for the Surma Valley, the Brahmaputra Valley, and for the whole: 
province according to the district returns is shown below : 


Yield per acre.. 
1898 1899. 
Ibe. Ibe. 
Surma Valley ee see tee ove oe we = 397" STB: 
Brahmaputra Valley eee eee oon rrry oe eco 396 402 
For the whole province’... wa a is oe we 396 448: 
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260, In the following statement showing the import and export of tea-seed for the past two Secriow 6. 


Tes-cesdi years the figures are reproduced from the returns of Rail and = ryage, 
River-borne Trade: 


Imports. Experts. 
SSN ee 
1898, 1899, 5898. 18996 
Mds, Mds. Mds, Mds. 
Surma Valley... ove oo ove ooo 331 120 1,882 1,295 
Brahmaputra Valley wee tee ose ats 8 152 3,728 3,928 
For the whole province ove ove ove w- = - 339—'—i‘a272s«S,610 = 5,223 


mm 


Thirty maunds of tea-seed were returned as imported from Manipur, against to maunds in 


the previous year, and 1,484 in 1897. The cause of decline in importations of Manipur seed was 
explained in last year’s report. 


261. As in previous years, the information furnished by the District Officers under the 
Bie head of prices is of little value. The average price per pound’ 


of tea, as furnished by the Secretary to the Indian Tea 
Association, is shown below : 


2898. 289. 
As. p. As, Pp. 
Surma Valley teas... see eee _ ee 5 0 5 7 per pound. 
Brahmaputra Valley teas eee see sae ose 6 9 68, » 


The rise in the average price obtained for Surma Valley tea is all the more gratifying, as it 
yvas accompanied by a very large increase in outturn. 


262, The outtarn of the saw-mills reported for 1899 is compared below with that of 


Saw-mills. 18 98 ‘ 

18 8. 38090 

Ne No, 
Tea boxes, large — axe ove toe eos one eee 88,175 82,025 
Ditto, medium ... oes ove oes on wes one 24,538 
Ditto, small  .. ees ar ioe ose ee 46,628 25,496 
Ditto, unspecified ose ove ove _ ee «= 345,562 427,456 
C. ft, C. ft. 

Scantlings, etc. oes ove ove eos ee —- §6,500 = 39,200 


The aggregate value of the outturn was Rs. 5,95,372, against Rs. 4,91,469-9 in the preceding 
year. 


263. The brick and pipe works of the Assam Railways and Trading Company, Limited, at 


Neickanl oie WORK. Ledo in the Lakhimpur district gave an output of 1,170,216 bricks 
and pipes of various kinds valued at Rs. 29,898. 


The outturn of this Company’s Railway workshops at Dibrugarh and Margherita amounted 
in value to Rs, 1,43,280. 


SECTION 6. 
TRADE, 


Part L—ForEIGN TRrabg. 


Ceaaaiia Ghee 264, Trade was carried on with the following foreign tribes 
and countries during the year: 

(1) Bhutan. } ; a, es ; 

(2) Towang. (a) Shed Rhamt, Miri, and Naga tribes, 

(3) Aka and Dafia tribes. 


(6) Hill Tipperah, 


265. No change was made during the year in the manner of registering the trade statistics 
or in the number and position of registering stations 
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Suction 6, The following table gives the total foreign trade of Assam for three years: 
Trade: ia 
Impo:.3. | Ezpor's, Total. 





—_— OOOO OO eee 




































































1 
Year. Quactity, Value, Qvrutiry. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Pee eer ee, 

Mus. Ne. Rs. Mus. No. Rs. Mde. Ne. Rs, 

' 8 3 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 
3897-98 a ies on on se | 35833 | 74046,379 | 6,70,600 ) 33,155 | 14,846 | 3.03936 | €3,c88 | 7,062,925 | 9,93,836 
3898-99) ow wes ese | 699968 | 6,077¢772 | 7,82,246 38,582 39,388 | 7,318,618 | 108.450 | 6,105,353 | 1,00,854 
8899-8900 ... ov oe oe tee 77,816 | 6,064,803 | 943,471 45,217 97,83 | 4574.€93 | 122,433 6,092,634 | 13,78,155 











266. The total value of the trade showed a falling off, 2s compared with the figures for the 

; receding year, 1898-99. The decrease was mainly due to the fact 

ier areee eee oe aa the year 1898-99 treasure to the value - Rs. 2,81,600 

was exported to Manipur, out of which Rs, 1,20,000 was consigned to the State treasury, 

treasure was exported to that State during the year 1899-1900. 

267, ‘The proportion which the value of the trade with each 

country or tribe bore to the total value of the trade registered 
during the year, is shown in the table below : 


but no 


Proportion of trade with each frontier 
tribe. 





Countries, 1897-98, 1898-99. 

















4 
Se 

Bhutan ... on ove ove aoe 85 
Towang ... tee owe wae . 2°6 
Aka and Dafia Hills eee ase on 85 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., {Jills Sie eee seh 65 
Manipur ... one eee "eee toe 22°5 
Hill ipperah ory eee eee eee S1y 
Total eve eee eco eee ceo Tao 

Maia imports. 268. The articles which formed the bulk of the import trade 
are given in the statement below : ‘ 


Be 


Names of articles imported. 1899-98. 





SS a ee 
1 








Horses, ponies, and mules so sia FPA et 12,141 46,861 15,293 
Cattle eee ese eee eee eee tee 41,172 375237 4,524 
Sheep and goats... vee oss tee A 2,512 7,042 5,499 
Canes and rattans ... _ nee ar 10,467 18,344 13,135 
Caoutchouc ce one ae we one 93,742 142,683 2,39,242 
Cotton, raw eee ace eee vee eee 51,946 67,449 573155 
Rice, husked ove oes ose ove ae 1,458 41,926 66,896 
Lac, stick, and other kinds toe ae oon tee 233 206 200 
Salt as ss eve eee eee e 2,181 947 3,072 
Zil or jinjili ase fe ove was tee 245324 16,480 25,702 
Tea-seed ove wae eae vee ace 25,800 ose 475 
Wax Pe aie aoe ese sae om 51709 8,985 7,672 
Timber ... ase eee ase oo eee 1,83,239 2,01,562 2,85,644 
Bamboos oes eee eve eco ope 1,18,778 103,977 1,090,979 
Blankets a oe oe e 2 10,99 | 9.474 6,635 











CHAP, IV.] PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 89 


Horses, pontes, and mules were imported mainly from Bhutan and Towang. The imports Sacrion 6. 
returned under this head from Towang were abnormally high, and were probably incorrect. Trade. 

Cattle were imported from Bhutan, Towang, and Manipur. There were no imports of cattle 
from Bhutan and Towang during the year.. The apparent non-importation of cattle from Bhutan 
was attributed to defective registration, The decrease in the import from Manipur was due to the 
serious loss of cattle incurred by Manipuris in the murrain of the year under report 

Canes and rattans, timber, and bamboos were chiefly imported from Hill Tipperab. There 
was a decrease under canes and rattans, but an increase in the import of bampoos. The import 
of timber showed a decrease in quantity, but an increase in value. 

Caoutchouc.—There was a considerable increase in the imports of this article from all foreign 
countries, due chiefly to improved registration. 

Raw cotton came chiefly from Hill Tipperah and Manipur. The import under this head 
showed a decline. 

Rice, husked, has been imported in considerable quantity from Manipur since the opening 
of the Golaghat-Manipur cart-road. 

The sa/¢ imported was roch-salt, brought into Assam by the Bhatias and other hill tribes on 
the north. The import showed an increase during the year, 

Til or jinjili was chiefly imported from Hill Tipperah, The increase in the import of this 
article during the year was probably due to the good outturn of this crop in Hill Tipperah. 

Tea-seed is imported from Manipur, ‘The trade in this article has not regained its former 
Position. 


hich expos: 269. The chief exports from Assam are enumerated in the list 

















below : 
Names of articles exported. | 1897-98. | 1898.99. 189-1900, 
7 j — fe be ; | ; 

Re. Re, Rs." 

Cotton, twist and yarn (European) ne ies te 12,248 27,563 33,255 
» piece-goods ( ,, ) as aa oes 37,256 61,990 57,496 
Gram and pulse Noahs tee eee ate ie 6,304 6,616 8,023 
Rice,husked sae one oe ase oe 9,578 11,407 9,112 
» unhusked toe ooo oes tee cae 4,863 3,370 2,895 
Brass and copper ies ae aie ee was) 10,877 25,407 22,884 
Jron és oie . se see eee sas 5,012 14,072 11,961 
Mineral oils aes See eae we aie 28,695 20,895 20,913 
Opium we eee eee ooo eee ase 10,318 2,004 go8 
Fish, dry nae tee tee 1 eee 23,806 20,471 18,044 
Salt 25 ae aes eee dee ees 14,842 16,256 19,662 
Silk, raw wes a one a we 5,424 6,221 13,267 
Manufactured silk... es ae ine tie 24,605 62,404 33,183 
Betel-nuts a ve _ te oes 27,944 49,470 60,733 
Tobacco ee mee tee aie a 8011 8,390 10,948 





. Cotton twist and yarn, and piece-goods——Most of the cotton-goods exported go to 
Manipur. There was a decrease in value of the European piece-goods exported to that State, 
but an increase in quantity. ‘fhe export to Manipuc of twist and yarn (European) has been 
gradually increasing, as the necessary articles of apparel are manufactured in the handlooms otf 
the country from imported yarn, which is reported to have almost entirely replaced the home-spun 
twists. 

There-was an increase in the export of mineral ot/s to Manipur. 
The export of dete/-nuts to Manipur increased ducing the year, partly owing to the enhanced 
price obtained in the market, but mainly to meet the increased demand, 
Zz 
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Part II—INTER-PROVINCIAL TRADE. 


Suction 6. 270. The total value of imports into the province was 323 lakhs of rupees. The value of 
Trade. imports decreased by 13 lakhs of rupees in the Brahmaputra Valley 


Hare ecaeee Me erence: and by 38 lakhs in the Surma Valley. This decrease was due to 


the diminished imports of cotton piece-yoods, cotton twist and yarn, husked rice, sugar, and salt. 
The total value of exports was 693 lakhs of rupees, or 41 per cent. more than in the previous year. 
The increase in the value of exports from the Brahmaputra Valley was 91 lakhs of rupees and 
from the Surma Valley 113 lakhs. Out of the total increase of 204 lakhs of rupees, no less than 
192 lakhs came from the increased exports of tea, The only other article of which exports 
increased to any extent was mustard seed (4 lakhs of rupees). Imports decreased in quantity by 
814,000 maunds and exports increased by 101,000 maunds. 

The quantities and values of the principal articles imported into Assam during the years 
1898-99 and 1899-1900 were— 





Imports. 
1898-29. 1899-1900. 
Se cr ee re, 
n Fi . ‘a 

cae ae: ee eee 
Cotton twist and yarn 24,231 10,72,699 19,397 7:25,579 
” piece-goods ‘eee 134,711 85,05,812 101,117 63,76,023 
Rice not in the husk ne 1,324,405 41,38,765 728,392 22,76,224 
Gram and pulse tee 592,301 14,79,861 513,459 14,09, 502 
Kerosine oil Poe 252,168 10,71,713 258,950 11,00,537 
Brass and copper aba 11,456 470,952 6,448 2,85,213 
Iron and steel _ 150,479 8,25,199 184,141 10,93,131 
Salt tee 603,721 18,86,631 564,878 16,94,634 
Sugar, refined o 83,919 7:55:305 48,003 4,50, 102 
» unrefined a 305,307 = 14,49,005 273,978 34,17,800 
Tobacco oe 168,304 10,42,143 152,510 10,03,429 


Cotton piece-goods.—There was a decrease of over tg lakhs in the value of imports. The 
total value of imports was nearly 123 lakhs in 1896-97, since which year there has been a con- 


‘tinuous decrease in the quantity and value of imports. The decrease occurred principally in the 


Surma Valley, where the year 1896-97 was exceptionally prosperous, owing to the very good 
harvests of late rice in 1896 and the high prices obtained for the large quantities of rice (in the 
husk) exported. Owing to this prosperity, the imports of cotton piece-goods in 1896-97 were 
considerably greater than in any previous year since trade statistics have been compiled. The 
decrease of 14 lakhs in the value of the imports into the Surma Valley during the year was 
probably partly due to the much lower price of rice in the husk. The decrease of 5 lakhs in the 
value of imports into the Brahmaputra Valley counterbalances a somewhat larger increase in the 
value of imports in the preceding year. 

Rice, husked.—Imports decreased by 596,000 maunds. The value of imports fell by 
184 lakhs. The imports into the Surma Valley an.ounted to 46,323 maunds only, or less than a 
tenth of the imports of the preceding year. The imports into the Brahmaputra Valley decreased 
by 18 per cent. on account of a good harvest of late rice in 1898-99. 

Gram and pulse.—There was a decrease in the imports into the Brahmaputra and Surma 
Valleys, amounting to § per cent. of the imports of the preceding year, The area under pulses in 
1898-99 increased in both valleys, and the crop was better than the poor crop of 1897-98. 

Kerosine oil.—Imports into the Brahmaputra Valley increased, while imports into the Surma 


Valley decreased, the net result being a slight increase, due to ordinary fluctuations. ‘ 


271. The quantities and values of the principal articles exported from Assam during the 





Exports. years 1898-99 and 289 )-1900 were— 
1848-99, 1°99.1->00, 
foo eo-- 7 cC mre Ae me Sree 

Quantity, Valve. Quantity, Value. 

io mds, Rs. in mds. Rs. 
Tea one 1,082,931 3,27,58,660 1,239,136 5,20,43,712 
Oil-seeds tee 585,795 19,13.352 718,311 25,39,775 
Rice in the husk ise 1,241,077 24,82,154 1,393,257 17,41,571 
Timber _ 817,714 24,53,142 876,860 13,15,2G0 
Bamboos aa 672,324 10,21,934 1,079,818 11,44,608 
Coal and coke ies 2,819,863 14,09,931 1,708,427 8,54,213 
Jute, raw ove 198,912 7,21,056 167,914 7:55,613 
Lime ae 1,210,143 8,44,074 1,468,164 6,4§,992 
Tea-seed wee 5,050 4149,450 5,074 3,84.355 
Raw cotton ove 39,018 24245353 38.840 * 2,25,758 
Oranges tas 14,741 1,53,493 33,862 2,Q1,221 


Caoutchouc wee 3,307 2,48,025 2,508 1,38, too 
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Tea.—The quantity of tea exported increased by 155,205 maunds, and its value by 193 lakhs 
of rupees. The quantity exported from the Surma Valley increased by 33 per cent. and that 
exported from the Brahmaputra Valley by 3 per cent. Owing to the very favourable weather in 
1899, the outturn of tea in Sylhet and Caghar was abnormally large, and prices were higher than 
in 1898. 

Oil.seeds.—The value of exports increased by 6} lakhs of rupees. Tke increase was partly 
due to the higher prices of mustard, linseed and til-seed. Exports of mustard seed rose in 
value from 15} lakhs of rupees in the preceding year to 19 lakhs, but the quantity exported 
was still less than in the years preceding the earthquake of June 1897, as there was a large 
decrease in the area under mustard in the Assam Valley districts, due to the abandonments 
of land in the riverain tracts of the Goalpara, Kamrup and Nowgong districts, and of the Mangal- 
dai subdivision owing to the damage caused by the earthquake and the subsequent heavy floods. 
Almost the whole of the export of mustard-seed goes from the Brahmaputra Valley, less than 
3 per cent. being exported from the Surma Valley. The exports of linseed were entirely from the 
Surma Valley, where the quantity exported has risen very rapidly during the last few years. The 
increase in the value of exports was 38 per cent. The area under linseed has increased 
largely in Sylhet district, The exports of tileseed from the Brahmaputra Valley fell off greatly 
owing to the decrease of its cultivation, due to the causes which brought about a decrease of the 
cultivation of mustard-seed, The value of exports fell from Rs. 3,15,940 in 1896-97 to Rs. 71,917 
in the year under report. The exports from the Surma Valley increased during the year. 

Rice in the husk.—The quantity exported increased by 152,180 maunds, but owing to a fall 
in price the value of the exports fell by over 7 lakhs of rupees, The exports were almost entirely 
from the Surma Valley, only «2,566 maunds being exported from the Brahmaputra Valley. The 
fallin price greatly affected the aggregate value of this export, which was 43 lakhs of rupees in 
1897-98. 

Timber, bamboos.—Nearly the whole of the timber was exported from the forests of Kamrup, 
Goalpara, and Garo Hills districts, in the Lower Assam block. The timber exported from the 
Surma Valley was only 1 per cent. of the total. The value of exports increased by Rs. 88,721. 
Bamboos are exported almost entirely from the Surma Valley, and chiefly from the Sylhet block. 
- The value of exports increased by over a lakh of rupees, 

_Coal.—The value of exports decreased by 54 lakhs of rupees. The large decrease in the 
quantity exported was probably due to the exceptionally large exports of the precediag year. 

Fute—The quantity of jute exported was 15 per cent. less than in 1898-g9, but owing to the 
rise of price its value rose by Rs. 34,557. Owing to the indifferent crop, the quantity of jute 
exported from the Surma Vailey was less than a fourth of the quantity exported in 1898-99. The 
quantity exported from the Brahmaputra Valley remained about the same as in the preceding 
year. No less than 95 per cent. of the total quantity exported came from the Lower Assam block, 
and almost entirely frum Goalpara district. The cultivation of jute seems to have diminished 
greatly since the earthquake of 1897. 

Lime.—The quantity increased by 20 per cent., but was still less than in the years preceding 
the earthquake, on account of the difficulty of the removal of limestone from the quarries in the 
Khasi Hills. 

' Tea-seed.—The quantity exported increased very slightly, but owing to a considerable fall 
in price the value decreased by Rs. 65,000. The exports from the Brahmaputra Valley increased, 
while those from the Surma Valley decreased to nearly a corresponding extent. The falling off 
in the demand was probably due to the opening out of fewer new gardens owing to the low prices 
ruling for tea during the last few years, 

Raw cotton,—There was a slight decrease in the quantity exported and a slight increase in 
its value. The exports from the Brahmaputra Valley decreased owing to the cotton crop of 1898-99 
in the Garo Hills being much below the average. The exports from the Surma Valley increased 
by nearly half owing to the good cotton crop in Hill Tipperah. About a third of the total quantity 
exported came from the Surma Valley and two-thirds from Lower Assam. 

Oranges.—The exports were more than double those of 1898-99, but below those of 1896-97 
and preceding years. The orange groves at the foot of the Khasi Hills have not yet made 
good the damage caused by the floods which succeeded the earthquake. 

Caoutchouc.—The value of exports decreased by 30 per cent. Nearly the whole of the 
exports came from Upper Assam. The exports have fallen off very greatly since 1895-96. 


The proportion of the trade carried on with Calcutta was 77°54 per cent., against 71°07 per 
cent. in 1898-99. 


Section 6. 


Trade. 


Srcrion 7. 
Public 
Works. 
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272. The Assam-Bengal Railway carried imports and exports to the weight of 691,208 maunds 
Ravhocke tata and the value of Rs. 1,09,95,258. Imports by the Assam-Bengal 

Railway decreased by 34 per cent. in quantity and 23 per cent. in 

value, The decrease in the value of imports was 64 lakhe of rupees, and was entirely due to the 
very large decrease in imports of husked rice, the value of which diminished by nearly 11 lakhs of 
rupees. The value of exports increased from 45 lakhs of rupees to 84 lakhs of rupees, owing to 
the large increase of the exports of tea, the value of which rose from 43 lakhs of rupees to 84 lakhs 
of rupees, There were slight increases in the quantities of raw cotton, jute and til-seed carried by 


_ failway, which, however, are not large. The quantities of cotton piece-goods, coal, and provisions 


Abst?act of the expenditure of the year. 


imported have steadily increased since the Assam-Bengal Railway was opened. 

River-borne trade.—The proportion of the river-borne trade carried by boat amounted 
to 10°46 percent. in the Brabmaputra Valley and 40°37 per cent. in the Surma Valley. There 
was a decrease in the proportion carried by boat in both valleys, due in the Brahmaputra Valley 
to the smaller proportions of the imports of sugar and tobacco and exports of mustard seed, jute 
and raw cotton carried by boat, and in the Surma Valley to the much larger exports of tea by 
steamer, and the smaller proportions of imports of salt, sugar and kerosine oil carried by boat. 

Road trafic.—The traffic between Bengal and Assam was registered by the police at Sidli 
on the Northern Trunk road and at Lakhipur on the Southern Trunk road. The road traffic 
is almost entirely confined to the importation of cattle, sheep and ponies, which are brought by 
road in the cold weather, chiefly from Behar. The total value of the imports was Rs. 1,33,628. 

Direction of trade.—Almost all the trade of Assam is with Calcutta and Bengal (excluding 
Calcutta), The trade with provinces other than Bengal is less than 1 per cent. of the whole. The 
greater part of the trade is with Calcutta, which sent 69 per cent. in value of the imports and took 
81 per cent. in value of the exports. Pengal (excluding Calcutta) sent 30 per cent. in value of the 
imports and took 18 per cent. in value of the exports. 

Local trade.—Statistics of the trade between the different blocks are only available for the 
rail-borne trade between Sylhet and Cachar and between Sylhet and Khasi and Jaintia Hills. 
The total exports from Sylhet to Cachar amounted to 46,990 maunds, The most important article 
of export was rice not in the husk, of which 19,368 maunds were exported, against 1,415 maunds in- 
the previous year. Sylhet district is able to supply Cachar with all the rice it requires, but hither-- 
to its large surplus of rice has been exported in the husk to Bengal, while rice not in the husk 
has been imported in large quantities, Some of the articles exported from Sylhet to Cachar were 
probably imports from Bengal forwarded to Cachar. The imports to Sylhet from Cachar amount- 
ed to 11,490 maunds, The trade between Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Sylhet, which is carried by 
the Therria-Companyganj State Railway, is almost entirely confined to lime exported from the 
quarries of the Khasi Hills. 


SECTION 7. 
PUBLIC WORKS, 
273. The total expenditure on public works was Ps. 37,50,300, and the following abstract 


shows how this expenditure was distributed under the several 
major heads : 


Re, 
Imperial. 
Military Works... as ee ase ave tee ee 2,64,205 
Civil Works vee ove oes ove ove oo ee 451979 
Total Imperial Works re sic re eee den oes 309,884 
Provincial. 
Civil Works ose tee An oe eee ave wee 25, 16,633 
Railways aa tee aes ise eax ae oe 1,910,268 
Total Provincial... 38 ws oe ois ose see 27,07,894 


Local... 4 vee ae one eee one vee 732,522 


Grand total of expenditure... ove wee oe aes ses 37,50,300 
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274, The following table shows in detail the establishment charges for the year under report Section 7. 
and the expenditure by divisions on Imperial, Provincial, and 5747, 

















Distribution of outlay on works and . j i : is 
establishment chargeas Local works supervised by this establishment : Works 
Expenditure on works and repairs, excluding cost of 
establishment, suspense, and tools and plant. 
Percentage of 
Division. Cost of establishment 
establishment. to outlay. 


Local. Total. 






Imperial. Provincial. 














Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. 

Direction and Accounts... $8 1,08,850 “ae ee aes oo aoe 
Cachar is ate as 20,994 35,445 59,836 575342 3,52,423 19°67 
Sylhet axe See aaa 49,236 1,875 230,032 3,86,692 418,599 11°76 
Lower Assam .., coe acs 53,103 1,076 1,55)374 82,213 2,38,663 22°35 
Sylhet Hill Road eos eos 14,876 see 302,213 oo 3,02,213 4°92 
Central Assam ... eee eee 60,398 1,332 1,16,434 80, 467 1,98,233 30°46 
Upper 4, a ai sex 66,775 17,866 2,05,061 2,03,346 4,26,273 15°66 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills... one 77,493 42,533 5,86,241 64,020 6,392,794 11°18 
Naga Hills ass ee aaé 49,859 7,208 1,60,945 eee 1,68,153 29°65 
Manipur oes aes aay 45,966 1,38,146 559429 ove 1,93,575 23°74 
Civil Officers... oes es Gas eee 22,057 ae 22,057 oe 
Lushai Hills... ‘e ass 18,025 3,360 161,633 j tan 1,64,993 10°92 
Total mn Sa & __Smsis| tase | aassass | Giai8o|  soantre| wap 

275. The following statement shows the actual Provincial and Local expenditure on public 
works (including railways) from the year 1882-83, the year from 
which the first provincial contract commenced: 


Provincial and Local expenditure. 






























































































2 
}/Expenditure on Civil Works, 2 
| exciudiog Lushai expendi- Expenditure on Railways. z 
ture, a 
i 43 | 
o 
7 > a —_ =k a = = = n | 
| S ‘as 34 
Jorhat State Railway. herraxt 3 ried Ss 
, State -} e zo 
Year | — SS = n a) Remarks. 
| f uo" 
= =v 
a ra & 
o + ~ Co) 
7 + A 
ks F a 2 
G om ° = 2 3 2 = 
2 Lae a Le ae ee oe 
te o ° = ~ ° | % 8 3 
| a J & & % & | oO om & 
- — Lb — — = 
| 
} 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 | 13 14 
| 
> > > | | | 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. 
1832-83 | 5,13,776 | 908,252] 14,272,028 12,274 sis 12,274) 16,019 we 16,019 ste 28,293] 14,50,321 
| | | 
| | . | | 4 | A 
1883-84. 4,69,813 |11,10,658) 15,80,421 | 1,06,055| eee 166,056) 60,185 tee 69,185 eee 1,66.241) 17,46,712 
| | | 
| ~ 
1884-85 579,000 | 9,58,216| 15,37.210 | 2,78,369 3-421] 2,812,790) 2,10,100] see | 2»10,TO9| 54,019 $,49.918] 20,87,128 
| | } 
1845-8 4.73566 | 75345935) 12,08,504 61.969 6,046} 68,015) 2,39,821 — 2.39821 1,00,434' 4908,270) 16,16,774 
| | 
} 
1885-87 6165173 | 9,514937) 15,78,110 | 1,02,516) 14.654) 1417.170 1,415,676] 21,349' 1,437,025] 1,04,535. 358,751] 19.36,861 
| 
1837-88 9,15,593| 14,683,586 54,161 14/731 63,892 1936536] 24.961) 1,28,497| 1,056,106 3,03.495| 17+72,0Nr 
| | 
18°8-89 8,790,524! 14,64,852 341900) 2,571 16,203) 14,962) 31.165) 1,04.752 1.68,252| 16,33,144) 
> Boal ‘ 
1489-90 $,765426) 15,583,906 5 2852 8,219 14,371 22,590) 1,04,657 1540,444|) 16.99.350 
| | | 
1899-QT ..- | 115439705 | 4974,062) 16,172767 | 7850 41042 2,040 6,082) 1,01,130 1,15.972| 17,32,839 
1891-92 19,49,895 | 519,045] 15,68,>41 | 388 23} — 438) — 415) 100,700 99-897} 16,683,838 Rs, 
7 | | | | : | | | Lushai expenditure 
1892-93 ... | 12,61,196 | 213,235] 19+14,255 | 37,319 —11,461| 25,853 4.458] — 960 3,508 1,00,404 1,29,770| 26.44,025 on Civil Works ... 30,824 
| | | 
| rn 6 | - - aa > | > ; 
1893-24 14,79,920 | 706,202) 22,61,136 21,343 — 14,348 7+405) 695] — 3.231) — 2,536) 1,00,423 1,05,392 eit Ditto ditto .., $4,008 
| | 
1894-95 --. | 12459,632 | 7,59,01°} 20,835,317 8,270) — 441442/— 6,178 24430] — 4,413] — 1,983) 1,00,537| 92.376] 21,77.693. Ditto ditto .. 66,667 
| 
| . | | , 
1895-906 13527714 | 754,083} 20,81,802 10,197 Saat 16,218 308 339 647| 1,00,604 1,517,459} 21,99.271] Ditto ditto ws» 60,34) 
| | | x 
1895-97 -- 66,332) 27,823) 94.165, —- 7,970 361] — 7,609 1,00,749 1,87,295 masiael Ditto ditto .. 74,508 
| | | | | 
1897-38. P 7.020, 14,761 21,781 — 4,643) 65,189] 67,545 1 01,838 1,84,165 iia Ditto ditto tee 1500,023 
| | 
1898-99 ... | 25,34,932 | 7+45,702] 32,80,634 15.476 — 5,953) 9,923 410 1,00,766) 1,01,175 1,591,909 2,12,708 ret Ditto ditto +» 67,506 
| 
| | | 
4899-1900 | 23,58,045 | 7,45,937| 31.03,083 3774 16.296) — 287| 37,355 3722590 40,094 93,659] 31.97.5642) Ditto ditto ees 14795340 











: a =e SS Ee = t ! _ 
* Lhe statement d_cs not include Cicil Works under the Civil Officers. | t ic., gross expenditure minus gross earnings, 
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Taking the whole expenditure on Provincial Civil Works and Railways, and excluding ex- 
penditure in the Lushai Hills, which is shown separately in the column of remarks of the preceding” 
statement, it will be seen that the expenditure during 1899-1900 amounted to Rs. 31,97,642, 
against Rs. 34,93,342 in the previous year. 

276. The expenditure on Civil Works under Civil Officers is not given in the statement. 


Civil Works under Civil Officers. 


See TEENIE EEE 





EI 
Jt) 














eee ane 
see eee 
eee oe 
ooo aoe 
see eee 
eee ee 


eee 


eee 


26,159 
22,834 25,400 
56,857 24,192 
62,607 9,783 
1,02,308 10,020 
61,624 
88,127 Nil 


18,111 F 
25,103 as 
20,758 . 
20,926 


ten years: 
. Proviacial, 
Expenditure, Lushai Total 
excludirg expengiture. Provincial 
Lushai. expenditure. 


18,111 
25,103 
20,758 
47,085 
48,234 
81,049 
72,390 


1,12,328 


61,624 
88,127 


Local. 


The following shows what this expenditure has been in the past 


Grand tctal. 





19,698 
25,373 
21,297 
50,224 
65,032 
98,766 
72,894 
1,13,006 
63,729 
90,482 





The expenditure on public works in the Lushai Hills, as shown in this and the preceding 
statement, may be noticed. This expenditure commenced in the year 1892-93, and was 


distributed .between the Public Works Department and Civil Officers as shown below : 
Under Civil 


1892-93 ase 
1893-94 bea 
1894-95 

1895-96 oe 
1896-97 ase 
1897-98 : eee 
1898-99 

1899-1g00 


Under Public 
Works 
Department. 


1,79,340 


Officers. 
Rs. 


26,159 
25,400 
24,192 

9,783 
10,020 


Nil 


Total. 


Rs. 

30,824 
1, 10,167 
93,067 
93,540 
87,291 
1,10,043 
67,505 
1,79,340 


277. The expenditure of the Local Boards during the year, as compared with the budget 


Local Boards’ expenditure. 


Local Funds. 


grant under the main budget heads, was as follows: 





Heads.’ 
1 
Original Works acs wes 
Repairs... “ 
Establishment see ‘é 
Tools and Plant aes ore 


Total a 


Budget grart. 


Re, 
4,40,090 
aug 3,28,208 
ase 67,652 
4,050 
w= | 8,40,000 


Outlay, 


Rs. 
3,22,636 
3,57,069 

63,529 

2,703 

71451937 





Unex pended. 


Re. 
1,17,454 

4,123 

1,347 


| a | OS aS SS 


1,22,924 





Excess 
expended. 


28,861 


28,861 





Net amount 
unexpended. 


94,063 
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278. Rao Sahib Pandit Matadin Sukul, Executive Engineer, held charge of the Cachar Division 
throughout the year, except for the period from rst to 15th April 
1899 and from 7th May to 7th June 1899, when Rai Preonath 
Ghose, Bahadur, and Mr. Bolinarayan Borrah, Executive Engineers, respectively, held charge. 

Messrs. Bolinarayan Borrah and T. H. Jewett, Executive Engineers, held the respective 
charges of the Sylhet and Tower Assam Divisions during the year under report. Rai Brij 
Mohanlal, Bahadur, Executive Engineer, held charge of the Central Assam Division throughout 
the year, except for 18 days, that is, from rgth May to 5th June 189y, during which period he was 
absent on leave, and Mr. A. P. Mullick, Assistant Engineer, acted for him in addition to his own 
duties as Subdivisional Officer, Mangaldai subdivision. 

Mr. G. S. Morley, Executive Engineer, first grade, held charge of the Upper Assam Division 
throughout the year. 

Mr. C, P. Walsh, Assistant Engineer, first grade, took over charge of the Khasi and Jaintia 
Hills Division from Mr. G. K, Watts, Executive Engineer, first grade, on the 4th April 1899, 
and held it until 4th July 1899, when he was relieved by Mr. W. McM. Sweet, Executive Engineer, 
first grade, who was in charge during the remainder of the year. The Kamrup Division was 
abolished as a separate charge and amalgamated with the Khasi and Jaintia Hills Division with 
effect from the 16th July 1899. Mr. J. B. Godfrey, Temporary Engineer, was attached to the 
division during the year up to the 28th October 1899. Mr. M. S. Dhody, Apprentice Engineer, joined 
the division on the 24th July 1899, and remained attached to it during the remainder of the year. 

The Naga Hills Division was in charge of Mr. D. J, Clancey, Executive Engineer, second 
grade, up to 5th March 1900, after which date Mr. J. W. Pritchard, Sub-Engineer, held charge 
up to the end of the year. 

Mr. E. J. Mitchell, Executive Engineer, second grade, held charge of the Manipur Division 
until the 20th February tgoo, when he left on furlough for 18 months, after making over charge 
of the division to Mr. D. J. Clancey, Executive Engineer, second grade. Mr. Clancey, however, 
held charge only up to the 5th March 1900, after which Mr. H. Langhorne, Supervisor, 
first grade, held charge up to the end of the year. On the amalgamation of the North and South 
Lushai Hills, Babu Surendra Nath Gupta, Sub-Engineer and Honorary Assistant Engineer, 
Public Works Department, was, with the sanction of the Governnent of India, appointed District 
Engineer of tte Lushai Hills under the Superintendent, Lushai Hills, in whose control all public 
works in that district are vested. He arrived at Aijal on the 24th April, and has been in charge 
of public works since that date. : 

A temporary division, called the Sylhet Hill Road Division, comprising the road from the Boga 
paniriver to the Sylhet plains v/a Laitlyngkot, and the Cherra-Companyganj State Railway, was 
formed with effect from the 5th July 1899. Mr. C, P. Walsh, Assistant Engineer, was placed in 
charge and continued to hold charge until its amalgamation with the Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
Division on the 5th April 1900. 


Changes in divisions and personnel. 


IMPERIAL MILITARY WORKS. 


279, The most important work under this head was the Manipur cantonment scheme, on which 
Rs. 1,14,367 were expended during the year. Six double quarters 
for native officers, six barracks for married sepoys, and twelve 
half-company barracks were completed, as were also the gun porters’, sweepers’ and followers’ 
barracks, six cook-houses, each to serve two companies, and fifty-two moveable latrines. Work on 
the quarters for the British officers and on three wells was also in progress. As the original estimate 
will be exceeded, a revised estimate is under preparation. In the Khasi and Jaintia Hills Division 
the following buildings in the Native Infantry lines at Shiilong, which were destroyed by the 
earthquake of the 12th June 1897, and have been under reconstruction, were completed during the 
year and handed over to the military authorities for occupatiun :—District Staff Office, Quarter 


Guard, Native Infantry Hospital, Armourer’s Shop, Quartermaster’s Stores, Magazine, and 
Iispensary. 


Buildings. 


IMPERIAL CIVIL WORKS. 


280. In the Cachar Division, a sum of Rs. 4,542 was expended in increasing the accommodation 
in the Silchar Post office and constructing a shed for the clerks. 


Post and Telegraph buildings. . : ae : fica 8 
i a wae In the Khasi and Jaintia Hills Division, Rs. 2,570 were expended 
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in the construction of a combined Post and Telegraph office at Cherrapunji. The construction of Sscriox 7. 
the Shillong Telegraph office was also taken in hand, and Rs, 3,592 were expended on it, against p,.47;- 
an estimate of Rs. 8,375. A sum of Rs. 2,982 was expended during the year in erecting the Works. 
-plinth and collecting materials for the office building of the Superintendent of Telegraphs at 
Shillong, the estimate for which amounts to Rs. 10,325. Permanent out-houses with corrugated 
iron roofs were constructed for the Shillong Post office at cost of Rs, 7,016, 

The Post office at Manipur was completed during the year under report at a total cost of 
Rs. 6,084. The year’s outlay amounted to Rs. 2,077. 

Tne masonry work of the building intended for a combined Post and Telegraph office at 
Aijal was completed at a cost of Rs. 3,260. The work is being carried out by Major Loch, 
Commandant, Military Police, Lushai Hills. ; 

281. A sum of Rs. 31,000 was expended during: the year on the Naga Hills section of the 


Communications, Nichuguard-Manipur road. 


PROVINCIAL WORKS. 
BUILDINGS, 


282. A sum of Rs. 31,549 was expended during the year in the construction of the new 
Government House at Shillong. The total expenditure to date 
ice csidences for the Local Administra- 5 ounts to Rs. 56,707, against an estimate of Rs. 1,53,425. Fur- 
niture was also supplied during the year at a cost of Rs. 6,674, 
and some alterations and improvements to the present buildings were carried out at a total cost 
of Rs. 2,805. Out-offices for the Deputy Commissioner’s residence at Sylhet were completed 
during the year, bringing the total cost of the residence to Rs, 18,923, which includes Rs. 1,500 
on account of compensation for land. The work was completed and the building was occupied 
during the year. A residence for the Civil Subdivisional Officer at Sunamganj was constructed 
during the year at a cost of Rs. 8,182. It replaces the old building, which was destroyed by 
the earthquake of 1897. A sum of Rs, 6,245 was expended in the consfruction of a ‘residence 
for the Subdivisional Officer, North Lakhimpur. The work could not be completed owing to 
‘its having been started late in the year. The estimate amounts to Re. 7,634. 
The old thatched roof bungalow at Dibrugarh occupied by the Executive Engineer having 
been destroyed by fire, a rough estimate amounting to Rs. 7,273 for a new building with a 
corrugated iron roof was approved, and work to the extent of Rs. 1,047 carried out during 
the year. 
A residence for the Civil Subdivisional Officer at Jowai to replace the one destroyed by the 
_ earthquake was completed during the year at a cost of Rs. 6,424. A further expenditure of 
Rs. 3,135 was incurred on the residence for the Commissioner, Assam Valley Districts, at 
Gauhati, bringing the total cost of the work to Rs. 26,537, and the building was completed and 

‘ occupied during the year. The residence of the District Superintendent of Police at Gauhati 
‘was also completed at a further cost of Rs. 10,110, and a total expenditure of Rs. 11,928 At 
Aijal a residence for the Civil Surgeon was under construction during the year, and Rs. 2,656 
were expended on it, and the combined residence for the Political Officer and circuit-house at 
Aijal was completed at a total cost of Rs. 35,700, of which Rs. 10,209 were expended during 

“the year, These last two works were carried out by the Superintendent, Lushai Hills, with his 
district staff from the funds allotted for public works in the Lushai Hills. 

283, Five blocks of buildings for the Civil Secretariat Press were under construction during 
the year. The total expenditure tothe end of March 1900 was 
‘Rs. 72,477, of which Rs, 68,050 were expended during the year. 
‘The revised estimate for these buildings amounts to Rs. 1,33,348. [ron record-racks were 
provided during the year in the record-rooms of the Civil Secretariat, Shillong, dt a cost of 
Rs, 17,113, against an estimate amounting to Rs. 20,831. The work was in progress at the 
‘close of the year. 

A block of bath-rooms for the European clerks of the Secretariat office and three blocks of 
latrines for the clerical establishment and menials were under construction on an estimate 
- amounting to Rs. 5,761. The Comptroller’s office at Shillong was provided with wooden record 
- racks at a cost of Rs. 1,423. 


Secretariat Offices. 
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284, The foundations of the Deputy Commissioner’s court buildings at Sylhet were completed 
during the year under review, and a portion of the brick walls 

uty Commissioner’s and subdivi-  , 5 
cunt courts and circuit-houses,tah:il in the superstructure was in hand. The total expenditure to 31st 


mutcnerrarete; March 1g00 was Rs. §8,722, of which Rs. 53,418 were expended 
during the year. The estimate amounts to Rs. 1,69,187. 


The rebuilding of the subdivisional court-house at Goalpara was completed at a total cost 
of Rs, 13,916, against an estimate of Rs. 14,000. The circuit-house at Goalpara was also 
completed during the year. 

The Deputy Commissioner’s court-house at Nowgong was completed at a total cost of 
Rs. 25,105, and the circuit-house at that station was also completed for Rs, 5,077. 

The subdivisional court-house at Mangaldai was completed for Rs. 4,230, of which Rs. 529 
were expended during the year under review. 

The floors of the treasury building at Nowgong, which had sunk during the earthquake, were 
raised and the building improved ata cost of Rs. 1,507. 

A further expenditure of Rs. 9,574 was incurred during the year in completing the Deputy 
Commissioner’s court-house at Shillong, the total cost being Rs. 28,143. The building was 
occupied befcre the close of the year. A building to accommodate the Political Agent’s office, 
kutcherry, and treasury at Manipur was under construction during the year on an estimate of 
Rs. 15,965, and Rs. 8,455 were expended on it. 

Six tahsil offices were under construction during the year at Hailakandi, Gwineghat, 
Kalaigaon, Golaghat, Dibrugarh, and Kamalpur. Four of these were completed, and two 
remained incomplete at the close of the year, v/z., the Hailakandi and Golaghat tahsil buildings, 
The latter building will also accommodate the Local Board’s office. __ 

285. A sum of Rs. 19,33t was expended in collecting materials for the reconstruction of the 
Judge’s court building at Sylhet, which was destroyed by the 
earthquake. The estimate for the new building amounts ta 
Rs. 61,965.. Actual construction was, however, stopped pending settlement of the question of 
site, and it has been finally decided to rebuild on the old site. 

286. Ihe Executive Engineer's office building at Sylhet was completed during the year at a 


Judge’s courts. 


Public Works Department buildings. total cost of Rs. 7,744. 

The Executive Engineer’s office building at Tezpur was provided with a corrugated iron 
roof and other improvements carried out at a cost of Rs. 2,475. The work was incomplete at 
the close of the year. 

287, In the Silchar jail the reconstruction of one of the wards, which was seriously damaged 

by a storm, and the extension and improvement of the solitary cells 
a were undertaken and nearly completed by the close of the year. 
The reconstruction of the jail buildings at Sylhet was continued from the previous year on a 
revised estimate amounting to Rs. 1,62,522. The total expenditure on this work up to 31st 
March 1900 was Rs. 1,05,438. Temporary jail buildings- were constructed at Dhubri for 
Rs, 2,547. The total amount expended on the Mangaldai lock-up well up to the 31st March 
1g00 was Rs. 1,592. The well was sunk to the full estimated depth of 4o feet. Certain 
additions and alterations were carried out in the eater buildings at Aijal at a cost of 
Rs. 1,457. 
288, An office: at Shillong for the Inspector General of Police and Jails was commenced during 
‘the year, and Rs. 13,423 were expended on it, against an estimate 


Police. : ‘of Rs. 23,324. 


A new police hospital was constructed at Sylhet to replace the one destroyed by the éatihe 
quake at a cost of Rs. 7,811. Materials were collected for the construction of certain police 
buildings at Maulvi Bazar at a cost of Rs. 3,427, against an estimate amounting to Rs. 7,465. 
Three cook-sheds, providing accommodation for 30 men, were constructed for the police station 
at Sylhet at a cost of Rs, 1,462. Thana buildings at Paniri and Tezpur in the Darrang district 
were also under construction during the year. A bungalow for the European subadar attached 
to the Military Police Battalion at Dibrugarh was constructed at a cost of Rs, 3,601. Two 
masonry wells and two latrines were also constructed in the Military Police lines at that station, 
and five married men’s barracks were well in hand by the close of the year. The expenditure 
on the barracks was Rs. 4,565. The wells and latrines cost Rs, 1,258 and Rs. 1,648, respectively. 
The sadr thana buildings at Gauhati were reconstructed during the year at a cost of Rs. 6,973. 


+ rg 
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One bachelors’ and one married men’s barracks in the Military Police lines at Kohima were Secrion 7. 
completed during the year at a total cost of Rs, 3,014. This work was carried out by the  p,57;. 
Military Police, but paid for by the Public Works Department. Police barracks and head Works. 
constables’ quarters at Sairang and Aijal in the Lushai Hills were constructed during the year 
for Rs. 1,400 and Rs. 3,000, respectively. 

289. A sum of Rs, 1,220 was expended on the construction of a temporary building to accom- 
modate the boys of the Nowgong high school, the original 
building having been dismantled owing to the serious damage it 
received during the earthquake of 1897. 

A high school building at Shillong was sanctioned during the year at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 16,644, and work to the extent of Rs. 7,728 was carried out in constructing the masonry 
plinth and collecting materials for the superstructure. 

An estimate amounting to Rs, 45,123 was sanctioned during the year for the construction 
of a College at Gauhati, and construction was startedand pushed on vigorously. The expendi- 
ture at the close of the year amounted to Rs. 18,795, up to which time the plinth was completed, 
nearly all the materials collected and the superstructure commenced, 

290. Plague camps were erected at Itakhola on the Assam-Bengal Railway for the inspection 
of passengers by railway at a cost of Rs, 2,852. The female ward 
in the lunatic asylum at Tezpur was thoroughly completed during 
the year, bringing the total outlay to Rs. 8,545. Materials for the construction of a post-mortem 
house in the compound of the Berry-Waite Medical School at Dibrugarh were collected, but 
construction was not commenced. A new charitable dispensary, with accommodation for in-door 
patients, was built at Shillong at acost of Rs. 11,723, and Rs, 5,044 were expended in the 
construction of a bovine vaccine depdt at that station. 

The Berry-White Medical School at Dibrugarh was completed during the year under review, 
but final payment was deferred pending the disposal of certain claims put forward by the 
contractor. Funds for this building were bequeathed by the late Brigade-Surgeon John Berry- 
White, formerly Civil Surgeon of Dibrugarh. 

A charitable dispensary was constructed at Silchar at a total cost of Rs. 9,065, of which the 
Local Board and the Municipality contributed Ks. 1,500, the remainder having been met from 
Provincial Funds. 

291. The Forest office building at Sylhet was completed during the year at a total cost of 
Rs. 2,414. The building is Jon the site of the old Magistrate’s 
court, some of the materials of which were utilised for the new 


Educational buildings. 


Medical, 


Forest Department buildings. 


buildings, . 

292. The masonry dam across the valley to re-form the Ward Lakes, Shillong, was completed 
during the year at a total cost of Rs. 47,509, of which 
Rs, 22,804 were expended during tne year under report. The 
boat-house on the lake was straightened and repaired at a cost of Rs. 786, and the fountains 
restored for Rs. 459. 

A jetty and embankment were constructed at Gauhati to facilitate the landing of His 
Excellency the Viceroy at a cost of Rs. 1,338. 

Flood damages to the Dehing dud were repaired at a cost of Rs. 3,882. 

The Aijal water-supply scheme was well in hand at the close of the year, up to which time 
the expenditure amounted to Rs, 84,818, of which Rs. 56,990 were expended during the year 
under report, The revised estimate for this work amounts to Rs, 1,41,287. 


Miscellaneous public improvements. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


203, The Juria bridge in the 54th mile of this road was nearly completed during the year 
under report. An estimate amounting to Rs. 18,706 was sanctioned 
for the construction of a lattice girder bridge on screw piles over 
the Bolbola river, in the 80th mile, on the site of the old timber bridge, which collapsed during 
the earthquake, and Rs. 13,072 were expended during the year in the collection of materials 
and other preliminary arrangements. The total expenditure on the Gara bridge in the 107th miles 
which is being reconstructed, was Rs. 11,695. Two ofthe central pier piles and a portion of 
the two main girders of the east span of the old bridge, which was hopelessly buried in sand, had 


” Assam Trunk road. 


Section 7. 


Public 
Works. 
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to be abandoned and replaced by new iron work from Calcutta. The estimate for this bridge 
amounts to Rs. 13,816. The Dudnai bridge, which was commenced in December 1897, was 
completed and opened to traffic in February 1900 at a total cost of Rs. 29,823. The bridge is 
160 feet in length, made up of 4 spans of 40 feet each. A further expenditure of Rs. 31,100 was 
incurred during the year in the reconstruction of the Krishnai bridge, which collapsed during the 
earthquake, bringing the total expenditure to Rs. 19,537, against an estimate of Rs. 26,722. The 
reconstruction of the Kukurmara bridge over the river of that name was also completed during 
the year under report at a total cost of Rs. 14,309, of which Rs. 4,618 were expended during the 
year. Materials for rebuilding the bridge over the Kalbagh river in the 14th mile of the road 
west of Gauhati were purchased during the year at a cost of Rs. 2,116, The estimate for this 
bridge amounts to Rs. 4,807. A further expenditure of Rs. 4,284 was incurred in the manufacture 
of bricks and on iron work for the new bridge over the Duriajan, but as the existing bridge is 
likely to last for a year or two longer with proper repairs, the construction of the new bridge has 
been postponed for the present. Six small unserviceable timber bridges were replaced during 
the year by semi-circular masonry culverts at a cost of Rs. 2,767. The metalling of the incomplete 
Portions of the road from Dibrugarh to Lahwal was completed during the year at a further cost 
of Rs, 2,568, bringing the total to Rs, 9,631. 

204, The bridging of the North Trunk road east of Tezpur between Gohpur and the boundary 
of the Darrang district was continued during the year. Nineteen 
out of the twenty bridges have been completed and opened to traffic, 
and only one bridge of two spans remains to be built. The year’s expenditure was Rs. 1,823, 


North Trunk road. 


and the total to the end of March 1g00 Rs, 61,344, against an estimate of Rs. 63,085. The 


bridging of the portion of the above road between Helem and Gohpur was also nearly completed. 
Out of 16 bridges provided for in the estimate, only one of 3 spans remained incomplete. The total 
expenditure to the end of the year was Rs, 37,825, of which Rs. 4,187:'represent the year’s outlay. 
The estimate amounts to Rs. 41,8;7. A revised estimate amounting to Rs. 27,472 has been 
sanctioned for the bridging of the North Trunk road west of Tezpur, between Dhekiajuli and 
Orang, which it is expected will be completed in tg00-1g01. The total expenditure on this work 
up to 31st March 1g00 was Rs, 26,327. The work of raising and improving the North Trunk 
road from Gabru to Dumnichouki, damaged by the earthquake, was completed at a total ccst of 
Ks, 16,945, against a sanctioned estimate of Rs. 17,005. The sunken portions of the Jagi road 
were also raised at a total cost of Rs. 7,591. 

The Noa Nadi and Diaphong bridges, which were under construction during the previous 
year, were completed during the year under report, the total cost having amounted to Rs. 5,005 
and Rs. 4,330 for each bridge, respectively. The Sukansuti bridge, in the 36th mile of the North 
Trunk road east of Tezpur, was completed during the year at a total cost of Rs. 5,444, of which 
Rs. 1,399_were expended during the year, ‘ 

The old iron bridge with timber superstructure over the Behali river, in the 4oth mile of the 
North Trunk road east of Tezpur, consisting of 10 spans of 11 feet each, having been seriously 
damaged by floods in July 1899, an estimate amounting to Rs. 8,310 was sanctioned for a 
new bridge to replace it, and Rs. 4,329 were expended during the year in the collection of 
materials. 

A sum of Rs, 1,996 was expended in collecting materials for a bridge over the Mora Bhorelli, 
for which an estimate amounting to Rs. 8,419 was sanctioned in Marck 1900. 

295. The reconstruction of the bridges on the Gauhati-Shillong cart-road damaged by the 
earthquake was continued during the year under report. The 
total expenditure up to the close of the year was Rs. 50,089, of 
which Rs, 10,044 represents the year’s expenditure. The Umran and Umsumer bridges on the 
Gauhati-Shillong cart-road were also improved during the year for Rs, 6,029. 

Hailakandi road. 296. The Raffinagar khal bridge was completed during the year, 

207. The replacement of the two temporary spans of the Sutrakhal bridge by permanent 
structures was completed during the year under report. A diver- 
sion road in the 46th mile was also completed, although land 
compensation was not paid for fully. 

208, A sum of Rs. 15,632 was expended during the year in constructing masonry bridges on 

the Maulvi BazareManumukh road in the Sylhet Division, The 
road is now complete in every respect, and its total tost will 


Gauhati-Shillong cart-road, 


Cachar Trunk road. 


Maulvi Bazar-Manumukh road. 
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probably amount to Rs, 74,609, including Rs. 16,473 On account of land compensation, which was 
not fully paid for during the year. 

209. The Telikhal, Gudarbhanga, and Bilajur iron bridges, which were destroyed by the 
earthquake, were taken in hand and nearly completed, the year’s 
expenditure being Rs. 29,942. - 

300. The Mornoi bridge onthe Balajan-Kachugaon road was 
nearly completed during the year. 

801, A sum of Rs. 6,052 was paid during the year on account 
of compensation for land for this road. 
302, The improvement of the first and second sections of the Jaipur road were continued 
during the year. The second section was completed. The 
expenditure of the year on both sections was Rs. 3,570. 
803, The unmetalled portions of the Amlapati road‘under the Dibrugarh Municipality were 
; metalled during the year at a cost of Rs. 12,091. The work 
was carried out by the Municipality from funds provided: by the 


Companyganj-Salutikar road. 
Balajan ‘Kachugaon road. 


Road from Habiganj to Madna, 
Jaipur road. 


Amlapati road, Dibrugarh, 


Public Works Department. 
804. The Doyang bridge No. 2 in the Naga Hills Division was completed during the year at 
a further cost of Rs. 9,406, and a total expenditure of Rs, 22,377, 
against an estimate of Rs, 22,370. A further expenditure of 
Rs. 1,919 was incurred during the year on the construction of the portion of the road between 

Gorungajan and Gilladhari Ali, which was completed with the exception of the Nowjan bridge. 
805. This road was completed during the year at a further cost 

Ngee ee of Rs, 1,268, 
806. The construction of the road from the Rogapani river to the Sylhet plains 74 Laitlyngkot 
was formed into a separate division in July 1899. At the close of 
Road from the Bogapani river to the the year, the road had been excavated to an average width of 16 
et ae aki feet from the 13} mile-post of the old Shillong-Cherra cart-road, 
where it takes off, up to the 17th mile near Laitlyngkot. The bridge over the Umtyngar river 
in the 14th mile, a span of 50 feet, consisting of stone masonry abutments with a steel pin truss 
superstructure, trough plate and concrete flooring, was practically completed, and two arched 
masonry bridges, each of 10 feet span, were in progress. From Laitlyngkot to Lyngkerdem, a 
distance of about 14 miles, excavation was commenced over an aggregate length of g miles to an 
average width of 10 to 12 feet. Between Lyngkerdem and Wahmylliem, a distance of 14 miles, 
excavation was commenced in a few places, aggregating 2 miles to a width of 16 feet in the 
average. F tom Wahmylliem to the end of the road, where it reaches the plains at the Wahmaw- 
killa river, a distance of about 14 miles, excavation was commenced over an aggregate length 
of 3 miles to an average width of 16 feet. The expenditure on the work, including the cost of 
certain inspection bungalows, amounted to Rs. 3,40,536, of which Rs. 2,84,368 were expended 
during the year. The reconstruction of the bridge over the Bogapapi river, in the 13th mile of the 
Shillong-Cherra road, was nearly completed during the year, up to the end of which Rs. 16,709 were 
expended, against an estimate of Rs, 20,974. 

807. The Aijal-Lungleb road (Aijal-Tenzol section) has been widened throughout to 5 feet, 
with the exception of the second to the sixth mile, and about 1,000 
Aual-Eungieh toed: yards of rock in the 3oth mile in the Muifang range. The portion 
between Thangliana and Tenzol was traced and cut out. A small stone inspection bungalow with 
- jron roof has been erected at Thangliana at a cost of Rs. 2,953. A small suspension bridge is 
necessary to replace the temporary bridge over the Lao stream. The expenditure on this section 


Wokha-Golaghat road. 


of the road was Rs, 12,866. 

The Lungleh-Tenzol section, with the exception of the portions between the 16th and goth 
miles, has been widened to 5 feet. Two bridges are still required, one over the Klong and the 
other over the Bomvat, There is at present a ferry over the former and a temporary bridge over 
the latter stream, Rupees 7,583 were expended on this section, The original estimates for 
these sections have been exceeded and revised estimates are under preparation. : 

808, Work on the Aijal-Falam road has been vigorously pushed on, The line selected is north 

of Mr. Knight’s original trace, and is that surveyed by Major 


Aijal-Falam road. Loch during the rains in 1899. The total distance to the Tuichang 
2c 
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is 62 miles, ¢.¢, 8 miles shorter than Mr. Knight’s trace. From the Tuichang to Champhai 
Mr. Knight’s trace is followed, and from Champhai to the site selected on the Tyao river in 
consultation with the Burma Government for a bridge, a new road has been traced. The total 
distance from Aijal to the Tyao is 1,080 feet short of 106 miles. Of this length, 113 miles have 
been cut out to 5 feet and 92 miles to 3 feet, and, with the exception of some rocky portions, where. 
biasting is necessary, and ‘the bridges over the rivers, the road is passable for mule traffic. The 
amount expended on the work was Rs. 18,561. 

809. Work on the Aijal-Sairang road was confined principally to the building of stone revetment 

walls and the bridging of a dangerous chasm with iron girders. 
The year’s expenditure was Rs. 9,643. 
810. The inspection bungalows at Fakirganj, Patakata, and Sankosh in the ‘Lower Assam 
Division were completed during the year under report, and three 
others at Chapaguri, Garubhasa, and Patgaon were under construc- 
tion. Three inspection bungalows at Dhekiajuli, Bhorelli, and Roha in the Central Assam 
Division were also completed, one at Basona on the Jagi road was nearly completed, and materials 
for another at Dolgaon were collected during the year. 

Permanent inspection bungalows at Laitlyngkot, Lyngkerdem, and Wahmylliem on the road 
from the Bogapaci river to the Sylhet plains were practically completed by the end of the year, 
and a semi-permanent building was erected at Wahmawkilla. 

The dak bungalows at Shillong and Umsning were completed during ‘the year. THe total 
cost of the former was Rs. 16,242 and of the latter Rs. 4,620. 


Aijal-Sairang road. 


Dak and inspeetion bungalows. 


RAILWAYS. 


811. The chur line, which had been closed on 2nd May 1899, 
was re-opened on the 26th November of the same year. 

Two breaches on the line between Gosaigaon and Potiagaon were caused by the floods of 
1899, which were the highest on record. This necessitated the opening of a temporary station 
at Potiagaon, whence traffic had to be transhipped and carried on by boats to Gosaigaon, a 
distance of about a mile. The breaches were sufficiently repaired on 19th October 1899 to allow 
of the safe passage of the trains. 

312. This line was seriously damaged by a heavy flood of the Therria river in March 1899. 

No attempt was made to re-open the line until the rain had ceased 
Cherra-Companyganj State Railway. i, (ctober 1899, when repair operations were taken in hand, and 
goods traffic was resumed on the 3rd January rgoo. It is antici pated that the line will have to 
be abandoned eventually owing to the extreme susceptibility of the country to floods caused by 
the changes in the courses of the neighbouring rivers after the earthquake. 
313. The construction of the Dehing bridge was practically com- 
Dibru-Sadiya Railway. pleted during the year. 

The mean mileage of the Dibru-Sadiya Railway during 1899 was 77°50 miles. 

The gross earnings of the Railway increased from Rs, 7,81,414 in 1898 to Rs. 859,414, or 
by Rs. 78,000, and the working expenses decreased from Rs, 4,98,936 in 1898 to Rs. 4,09,726, or 
by Rs, 89,210. 

The total output of coal from the Assam Railways and Trading Company’s mines during the 
yecr 1899 was 224,816 tons, against 198,962 tons in 1898. 

914, A new permanent station building at Tezpur is being erected 
Tespis-Battpara Railways at an estimated cost of Rs. 9,000. 


The gross earnings were Rs. g5,156 and the working expenses Rs. 69,001, the net earnings 
being Rs. 25,155, which gives a percentage of 5°51 on the total capital outlay. 


Jorhat State Railway. 


SECTION 8. 
POST OFFICE. 


815, The number of Imperial post offices increased from 268 to 276. Ten new offices were 
added to the list, new offices being opened at Jokai, Doolahat, 

bipeniah past ofc Dekumukh, Behubar, Halem, Lalchand, Thakurbari, Diphu, Ranga- | 

pahar, and Rosekandi. Two offices were closed, v/z., Hatikhali and Rowmari. 
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$16, The number of district post offices remained the same as in the preceding year, v/s., 65. Sxction 8. 
No district post offices were opened or closed, and none wag Post Offic ” 
Detach pest cinests transferred to the Imperial list during the year, 
317. The number of combined offices was 104, as compared with 102 in the preceding year, 
Combined offices. two new offices being opened. 


318, Imperial letter-boxes, which are erected in outlying parts and cleared at intervals, 
increased from 336 to 353, and district letter-boxes ‘from 52 
to 5. 
$19. The number of Imperial village postmen employed at the close of the year was 224, of 
Imperial postmen 176, of district village postmen 82, and of 
Fonaee: district post men 2, The numbers employed in the previous 
year were 219, 171, 82, and 2, respectively. The net result was an addition of ten men, 
820, There was an increase of 3°7 per cent. in the total balance 
at the credit of depositors, 
821. The increase in.the number of orders issued was 33'7 per cent., and in amount -o4 per 
cent. Payments increased:-6°4 per cent. in number and 4°2 per 
cent. in value, 


Letterboxes. 


Savings Banks. 


Money-orders, 


‘822, The number of postal selling agencies for quinine decreased from 331 to 327. The 
value of the quinine sold during the year was Rs. 1,747, against 
Rs, 2,920 in 1898-99, the quantity of quinine represented by this 
amount being 84 Ibs. and §;880 grains. The number of articles received for delivery through 
post offices increased by 11°7 per cent. over the number in the previous year. 


Miscellaneous. 


The following statement compares the operations of the Postal Department during the years 
1898-99 and 1899-1900 : 


i 
j 


Number of Number of Number of Number of Number of Combined 
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SECTION 9. 
TELEGRAPHS, 


823. The total mileage of lines and wires on the 31st March 1t900 amounted to 2,138 and 
4,641, respectively, Twenty-three miles of wire were added during the year and 29 miles of lines 
deducted. This reduction in post mileage is due to the transfer of the wires from certain lines 
along roads to the posts along the alignment of the railway and the dismanthement of the posts along 
the roads. Fifteen new offices were added and 12 closed, the number of offices open on the 31st 
March 1900 being 214. Of the new offices opened, 3 were Government (Rosekandi and 
Letekujan were opened as combined post and telegraph offices, and Borpathar office closed on 
4th December 1899 was re-opened on the 16th March 1900 on being guaranteed against loss), 7 
were Railway offices and 5 belonged to the class “ Not open for paid telegrams.” Of the 12 offices 
closed, one was Government, one Railway, and the remaining 10 were of the class “Not open 
for paid telegrams.” The following construction works were carried out during 1899-1900 : 

(1)- Constructing a loop from Rosekandi junction to Rosekandi. 

(2) Constructing a temporary Branch line from Numaligarh to Letekujan. 

(3) Adding an extra wire along the Assam-Bengal Railway from Lumding to Mupa. 
(4) Dismantling road line and shifting wire to Railway line from Dimapur to Nazira. 
(5) Adding through wire from Badarpur to Harangajao. 

(6) Constructing a line from Borkola to Daloo. 

The number of telegrams despatched from Government offices was 155,493, Of 4,140 more 
than the number despatched in 1898-93. The Indian share of the collections amounted to 
Rs. 1,42,450, against Rs, 1,30,247 in the preceding year. 
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FINANCE.—IMPERIAL, PROVINCIAL, AND, LOCAL. 
IMPERIAL, PROVINCIAL, AND. LOCAL. 


824. The receipts and expenditure of the province during 1898-99 and 1899-1900 were as Finance. 
































































































follow: Se oe er 
b fable ee Imperial, 
Receipts. Provincial, 
-and Local. 
\Total of 1890-1900 cem- 
1898-99., 1899-1900, pared with that uf 
1898-99. 
Heads of Accounts, | | 
a [27 2/21, 
me e ‘ . 2 
y : E 3 Z 3 a 
2 a 8 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 au 
Rew Re. Re. Re, |- A.—PrincipaL HeaDs OF. Re. 
R&vENUB, 
— 1,34,119] 6$.18,2: we 62,841 L—Land Revenue wee bs 3.576 = 
4756,3: oe cea 4056.32. 1.—Opiam ... ove . 13-847 
242,649) 7.9754 oe 970,598] [V.—Stamps ... ose ose 4%710 
31.52,841 3120, ane 28,83,787 ; VeExcise ow ae . 20,213 
ene em | 6958,230] 6,58,230] VL—Provincial Rates. oe oe 
3,61,833| 1,61,85 oo 323.521] VIII.—Asseseed Taxes ase on tee 
99,097{ 199,087) oe 3.98.17 1X.—Forests ... ose soe en 
27,692 7. on Xv—Registation ow tvs 3.784 
$0,100 ove oo 56,800, XI.—Tributes .., ove on ove 
30,66.385 | 83.85.72 | 6,58,230 |1,20,80,326, Total A.—Principsl Heads of Revenue ‘ 84,920 
B:—INTEREST. 
a 505 as 505, XIL—Interest .., 140238) 1,378 ony 15,616 15,111 ous 
bes | 505 oe 505} Total XI1.—Interest 14.238) 1378) a 4 15,616 1S.117 & 
, | a A f Pa A EE eee Oe ee ee 
D.—Recerpts sy Civit De- 
PARTMENTS, 
1,038,325) oe 1,08,325 xViAccee and Justice—Courts of 97349) 97,340, 10,985 
aw, | ! 
44,491 44-491] XVIB,—Law and Justice--Jails 46,187] 46,187; 1,596 
} . 
1,24,960] 74.857] 1,99,817| XVII,—Police 1,20,408| 64,269 184.674 11,143 
} 138} 138] XVIIL—Marine 4] atl 97 
47449 875 48,324] XIX.—Education 1,225} 377 $1.60 278 
| | | 
114495 11,496 XX.—Medical 8,118) ' | 8.118) 3.378 
| 303 
315| 85,285 85,600) XXI.—Scientific and other Mincr De- 228! 81,346 81,574] 4.026 
| partments, 
Ss | re be ak Pee at a | AT 
RS 31375174) 1,61,017/ 498,191) fotal D.— Receipts by Civil Departments | 30239544] 149,992 45731536) 49974 29,629 
| | 
‘ | 
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Recei pis—continued, 












FIWANCE, Total of 1899-1900 
=— 1898-99. 1899-1900- Compared with that 
Imperial, Of 1898-99. 
Provincial, 
and Local, 


Heads of Accounts. 


E.—MIsce.tanegous Civiz 
REcgipts, 
















































12,163 40197 16,360 sel Reese in aid of Superannua. 10,307 5.290 oe 763 
. on, 
3,578 1.747 $,322| XX111,—Stationery and Printing ... 9,031 3,861 ese “eo 
3.594) 36,087 52,681} XXV,—Miscellaneons... On 834 15,541 17,431 38,6885 
——| ———— 
19,332 42,031 74:363| Total E.—Miscellaneous is 340162 22,692 27.423 20,088 
Ee | ee _ ——- | | =e eee 
H.—Rartwars, 
14,32,065| 1,00,541 1§,22,606 ae ee, Railways (Gross Re- | 16.04,000] 97.654 on oe 
a —— as ay en 
4422,065|  1,00,547 15,22,606| Total H.—Railways oy one 97-654 ove one 
eae eee, cae ae a ee 
K.—Borpines anp Roaps, 
4.293 see 4.222} XXXI.—Military Works ... a ooo eee ove 
F 98.273 9,56.170,XXXI1,—Civil Works ie ake 98,658) 1,02.917 $4.995 
————— | —_— |_| 
40322 98.273 Total K.—Buildings and Roads ove 40304 98,658] 1,02.917 540595 
Apsustinc Heaps, 
sn 22,639 Contribution from Local to Provincial 14,028] ove 8.617 
. on a Ditto = from _ Provincial to Local os 2583.71 699 
| | ers | en 
a 22,639) 2,§7,0S0| Total adjusting Heads... on 14022) 2.335712] 3475734 9.316 
ee | | aa a ae aa Se mee can 
45:10,004) 89,56,874] 12,26,5$5|1.46-93.433| Grand total oe ae soe | 65:890398| 71,66,16a| 1£1,74.906 1.48,80,460| 3,84,985) 1.97988 


Expenditure. 


A.—Direct DEMANDS oN THE 
Revenug, 










8,182 10,570 1,—Refunde and Drawbacks aa 

























30,167 ove 2.—Assignments and Compensations... a 
pee 10,038,982 g.—Land Revenue eos on rr 
90470 28,411 6.—Stamps ove oe 2.465 
4.681 1.560 7-—Excise ae as bi sis 
on bie 8.—Provincial Rates ove 
974 975' 10.—Assessed Taxes ane 
1,$3,683| 1,$2,683) 11,—Foreste we oe 1,78,§73| ose ae 
15,346) 1§.346) 12.—Registration oe ae 15,177 338 - 
2,23,§03] 13,33,524 2.435| 14,37.464| Total A.—Direct Demands on the] 2,58,028; 12,52,276 30147) 2.803 


Revenue. 
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Expenditure—continued. 













Total of 1899-1 
compared Be that 








1898-99- : of 1898-99. 
Heads of Accounts. | 
a a | 3 : 
12 lal 3 as 
E £ E & £ é 


























Rs, Rs. | Re, Rs, 
B.—Interest. 
dei 444| 13.—Interest on ordinary debt tee 40) i 
$60) asi 360| 14.—Interest on other obligations... 44) be 
360 804] Total B.—Interest oe oe aca 
C.—Past Orrice, TELEGRAPH, 
aND MINT. 
3 5733] 48,606] 15--—Post Office . tee oes re 
Total C.—Post Office, Tel h, and 
* 3.73 48,606 Mint. » Lelegraph, ae 
| ee ee ee a eel | 
D.—SavaRigs AND EXPENSES 
or Civit DepaRTMENTS. 
36,503] 2.85,976) 3645,261) 1°,—-General Administration a 
ie 6,07,081 ‘ 6,07.081| 19A,—Law and Jastice—Courts of Law a 
aie 128,879) a 1,28.§79| 198,—Law and Justice—Jails 12,914 
a 16.47.75 16.48,658| 20.—Police one es aes 233 
jee 69.7 69.754) 21.—Marine oa ove one 1,980 
one 2,01, 40070587) 22.—Education ... oo oo see 
16,098 a 16,098] 23.—Ecclesiastical ase ass a 
es 3+32,304 361,621] 24.— Medical ous vee i i 
2,07,778; . 2,07,778) 2§.—Political ... ae sea 6.186 
aes 22,132 70,219| 26,—Sclentific and other Minor Depart- aan 
ments. 
i oseminhehiteiabenmeeel a 
72 33,92,708 38.62,576| Total D.—Salaries and Expenses of 
-607| 3309 Civil Departments. igi 
E.—Miscettangous CuaRGes. 
9-338 eos 9338; 27.—Territorial and Political Pensions rig 
1,04,85a 1,05,727| 29.—Superannuation Allowances and 
Bis) UeaeS ; Pensions, 5077 
‘See $022,537 one 1,22+537| 3o.—Stationery and Printing aos is 
8,413 37,934) 20.923} 67,370, 32-—-Miscellaneous oe oe ie 











18,626) 3,094,873; Total E.—Miscellaneous Charges... 


2,65)323 29,923] 


G.—ConstTrucTION oF 
Raitways. 


15,885 15.835] 37.-~Construction of Railways 


eee 


15,885 15,885, Total G.—Construction of Railways ... 


ee |e ee 





Set eae vss $6,70,207] Tvtal carried over ee ees 4383 





Finance. 
Imperial, 
Provincial, 
and Local. 
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Expenditure—concluded, 


















































Total ual ee Ro = 
er “1 compared with that 
1898-99, 1899-1900. Of 1898-99. 
er Heads of Accounts, 3 
a 3 3 & a 
= 5 3 $ 2 
Ble |i? | 3 i 
& a 3 & E e 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Re. Raw 
313,996 48.93.65, 4.63.485, §6,70,207| Tota! brought forward ie se 47,233 
ee tls ce : 
| H.—Rattway Revenug Ac- 
| COUNT, cara as 
135729359, 11950453} de 1§.74.814) 38.—State Railway Experses es 3054080 
62,363 tee ‘aa 62,363] 39.—Guaranteed Companies aus 62,353 
oe 1,913,909 one 1,01,909| 40.—Subsidised Companies 61f18 
15,611 we eos 1§,611| 41—Miscellaneous Railway Expenses... ooo 
149570333] 25972362] aes 1754-695} Total H.—Railway Revenue Account $218,298 
~ K.—Buitpines anpD Roaops. He 
3527 5040) ase see 337,040] 44.~Military Works ais asa 63.943 
1,53.01‘| 26,64.062] 7.47,807| 35,64.887| 4§.—Civil Works or ss 1:45.38” 
480,058] 26,54,062] 747,807} 38,91.73:| Total K,—Buildjngs and Roads... 2,09,327 
N.—Capirac OutLay on 
Rathways, 
8,20,08,840 vie see 1,30,08,840] 48.-—State Railways eee ase 20,$2,°40 
020,08,840 ase ooo 1,20.08,840] Total N.—Capital Outlay on Railways 20,582,240 
—— see Apsusrine Heaps, 
31340401 one 2.340411] Contribution from Provincial to Local 699 
7 ooo 22.6. 22.639) Ditto from Local to Proviccial 8,617 
‘ 3534eg11 22,639, ,$7,0$0| Total adjusting Heads... o : 9316 
$:42579.387 80.¥9.460) 17.33.933|2,38,82,719 Grand total i vos [118,83,8:1| 79,91 0S0) . 12,87,803) Liab » 1956329] 26,36,074 
1898-99- 1899-1900. 1899-1900 compared with 1898-99." . 
3 3 F g 
& & £ & 
Fy 3 3 g 2 3 
—— 8 a 2 5 3. & 
° rT} v 
+ +. 5 5 c 3 
° a é 2 ge ba J ~ 
3 Z s s S, 3 . S : 
PLT PH Tet al bp pe aed 
~ ' 5 5 
{i || 2d) i | |e] ae led 









































1.-—(e) Principal Heads of Revenue... |1,20,80,325| 14371454. -+1,05,42,853|1,21,81,756] 15,83,451| +1.06,66,305 
Il. —Departmental Heads— 


() Interest oe on $05) 804) — 299 18,616 888) + 14,728) 
(c) Post Ofice, etc. a on 48,606] — 48,605, as 49,546] — 499545 
(d) Civil Department... one 498,191| 38,562,576] —33,54,385| 473,536 38,87,656| —34,14,120) 
(¢) Miscellaneous” ove one 74-363 | 3:04,872| — 2,30,S0y 4975 , $939,885] — 965,610 
(g) Construction of Railways... ae 15.885) —= 15,885 a ; 3.488 | — 32488} 


(4) Railway Revenue Account ... 15,22,606 190843695] — 2:32,089] 37,01.654) 14.40.8926] + 2,60,828) 








(k) Buildings and Roads tee 2.60,392| 38,91,927) = 36.31.8535] 905.489] 36,82,600| — 34.76.7911 

(n) Capital Outlay on Railways... see 120,083,440, —1,20,08,840 eee 99»56.000) = 99256,000 
Adjusting Heads ie “V4 | 487,050]  2,57,080 947,734! 20476734 oo 

Total Departmental Heads is 26,13,107 2,21,450255 8 551390148) 26.98.704!1,9,88,623 —1,68,89,919 

'435,83,719| — 88:69,286 .48,80.450 2,11,08,074 614 


Grand total... eae aes Kacese Hees — 88,89,286 


| 


| 





1901,430 eee 
ISIE ave 
eee 24,655 
oe 20,088 
1,79.048 
wee $4,503 
9,316 


75,987 oe 
Bs] ane 
940 ove 
25,080 on 
1$,033 ove 
to 12,397 
oe 3613.869 
20090327 
ae 20,§2:240 _ 
‘ie 9316 


—  ————— 


1.94,159 | 1,08,562 


$$. [{ ——- 


41,117 | 25:97.749 


-_—_ — 
— 62,23,614| 2,95,589 | 1,08.562 ia a 
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I—PRINCIPAL HEADS OF REVENUE. 


Receipts. "Re 
1898-99 to oe a Bs eee tee 1,20,80,326 
1899-1900 aes ve re isa tee ee 1,21,81,756 


The aggregate (Imperial, Provincial, and Local) figures for 1899-1900 showed a net increase 
of Rs, 1,01,430 as compared with those for 1898-99. The increase occurred under Provincial 
Rates, Assessed Taxes, and Forest, but was counterbalanced by small decreases under the other 
heads. The more important variations under indi idual heads are explained below: 

Opium sos * i nes eee ws eis Decrease Rs. 13,847 

This was due to a decrease in the quantity of opium consumed in 1899-1900, in which year 
the total sale of opium from treasuries was 40$ maunds less than that in 1898-99. 

Stamps ae ee ges ose oes tee Decrease Rs. 42,710 

The falling off was Rs. 28,122 under Court-fee Stamps and Rs, 12,546 under commercial and 
ether stamps, and was due mainly to a decrease in the number of loans contracted and in litigation 
owing chiefly to abundance of food-grains in Cachar and Sylhet. 

Excise fey a eee eee ane ove Decrease Rs, 20,213 

There was a decrease of Rs. 46,000 under ‘‘ Gain on sale proceeds of excise opium” due to 
decrease in the quantity of opium consumed; but this was counterbalanced by an increase of 
Rs, 26,000 under “ License and dis illery fees,” which was mainly due to successful settlements 
and keen competition under “Country spirits.” — 

Provincia Rates ses aes wee tee aes Increase Rs. 12,634 

This was due to coilection of larger amounts of land revenue in the Assam Valley districts 
and Cachar. 

Forest eos sus oa see esa +» Increase Rs. 1,69,924 

This was due to the development of the departmental timber work in Goalpara and to larger 
collections from rubber. 


EXPENDITURE, 


Direct Demands on the Revenue. 


si Rs, 
1898-99 re tee aes ane acs ies ena 14,37,464 
1899-1900 eee tee oes oe eee one aes 15,13,451 


As compared with 1898-99, there was a net increase of Rs. 75,987, which occurred mainly 
under “Refunds and Drawbacks,” ‘ Assignments and Compensations,” “Land Kevenue” and 
“ Forest. ” : 

The increase under ‘Refunds and Drawbacks’? was due to increased refunds of land 
revenue and excise revenue, and that under “ Assigaments, etc.,” to larger payments of 
posa allowances to frontier hill tribes. 

The increase under “ Land Revenue” occurred under “Land Records and Agriculture,” 
but there were decreases under the other heads. Under “Land Records and Agriculture’ 
there was an increase of Rs. 30,000 under “ Kanungo establishment,”’ partly owing to large 
payments of arrears of mandals’ pay, and partly to the fact that the establishment is being brought 
up to its sanctioned scale. This excess was reduced by the decrease caused by the transfer of the 
Superintendent of Land Records and his establishment to “Survey and Settlement” on the 
formation of the Provincial Survey Detachment. The net figure under “ Survey and Settle- 
ments,” however, shows a decrease owing to the reduction and subsequent abolition of the 
settlement establishment in Cachar, and partly also to the reduction in the field establishment of 
the //am settlement of Sylhet under ‘Charges of District Administration.’”? There were 
decreases under ‘Salaries of officers”’ and “ Purchase of land for public purposes” under ‘ Gene- 
ral establishmeut,” the former due to leave vacancies, and the latter to the fact that a large 
amount of compensation was paid in 1898-99 for land taken up in the Sylhet town, 

The increase under “Forests” was due partly to more expensive departmental timber 
operations having been undertaken and to larger payments having been made to the Manipur 
State on account of its share of the receipts far the State forests worked by the Forest Department, 
and partly to larger payments having been made on account of the promotion of Forest officers 


and subordinates. 
2E£ 


FINANCE, 





Imperial, 
Provincial, 
ana Local. 
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Il.—DEPARTMENTAL HEADS, 


Receipts. 
FINANCE, Rs. 
os 1898-99 eve _ ate s+ —26,13,107 
Imperial, Total Revenue Jess principal heads 
Provincial, 1899-1900... abe see see 26,908,704 
and Local, As compared with 1898-99, there was an increase of Rs. 85,597 under these heads. The 


increase is due to an improvement of Rs. 1,81,935 in the gross traffic receipts of the Assam-Bengal 
Railway, the net total of the other heads showing a decrease of Rs, 96,338. The more important 
variations under individual heads are explained below: 
Interest oe oo ae Se Increase Rs, 15,113 
Of this, Rs, 14,238 eeecachta the ‘ntereat on arrears of land revenue in respect of the 
Balisira Hills about which there was a dispute, and Rs. 827 recovered by book-transfer from 
the Shillorg Municipality on account of arrear interest on loans written off. 
Law and Justice—Courts of Law toe si Decrease Rs. 10,985 
The decrease occurred under “ General ieee, face and forfeitures,” mainly under “ Magis- 
terial fines” (Rs. 749): owing apparently to decreased litigation. 
Police te Decrease Rs. 11,143 
This was due toa falling off j in the cattle wand scecin to less fines having been inflicted 
on chaukidars (village police} in Sylhet and Cachar, and to less recoveries on account of value of 
police clothing. 


Miscellaneous... as See Decrease Rs. 18,885 
This is due mainly toa falling off in the feccints and an increase in the payments of lapsed 
deposits. : 
Railways ous ake ae see see Increase Rs. 1,79,048 


This is made up of an increase of Rs. 1,81,935 in the prose traffic receipts of the Assam-Bengal 
Railway and a decrease of Rs, 2,887 in the Provincial Sale receipts, 

Civil Works (Buildings and Roads) ... oF Decrease Rs. 54,595 

Of this, Rs. 50,400 occurred in the Public Works receipt of the Local Boards, and the 
balance under “ Provincial” due to a decrease in ferry receipts owing mainly to want of 
Competition among bidders and default in a of revenue by lessees. 

Adjusting heads... Me we Decrease Rs. 9,316. 

In 1898-99 Rs. 22,639 was ecovered. on certain Ladst ‘Boards on account of the special 
Provincial contributions made to recoup the deficit balances with which they closed their accounts 
for 1897-98. In 1899-1900 Rs. 14,022 only was recovered on that account, which accounts for 
the decrease under Provincial; and the large special Provincial contributions made for the above 
reason in 1898-99 caused the decrease under Local in 1899-1990. 


Expenditure. 
Rs. 
1898-99 see eee 2521,45,255 
Total expenditure /¢ss direct demands on the revenue 
1899-1900 ae + 095,88,623 


As compared with the previous year, there was a ‘ecrease of Rs. 25,56,632 under these heads, 
which was composed of a decrease of Rs. 21,94,810 in the imperial expenditure on the Assam- 
Bengal Railway adjusted on the books of the Government Examiner, and a decrease of 
Rs. 3,61,822 under other heads, The more important differences are explained below: 


Law and Justice—Jails wee ice Sos Decrease Rs. 12,914 
This occurred under “ Dietary charges’ 7 Rations.” 
Police ase oe oe Increase Rs. 12 1830 


This is composed of an increase of Rs, aycab anders! ‘District Executive Force ” counter- 
balanced by a decrease of Rs. 11,000 under “ Special Police.” The increase under the former head 
occurred under several heads due to ordinary fluctuations, and the decrease under “Special | 
Police” occurred chiefly under “ Compensation for dearness of provisions”? owing to cheapness 
of food-grains. 

Education ae bee Increase Rs. 9,385 

This occurred partly wader 6 «Diredtion ”” due to the appointment of the Director of Public 
Instruction having Leen vacant for a short time in 1898-99, and partly owing to larger payments of 
“ Grants-in-aid ”’ to “ Lower iat Schools ”’— Local. 

Medical vi fe ace we ee Increase Rs, 19,273 

Expenditure incurred in coutieecion with the plague and j increase in the number of Assistant 
Surgeons during 1899-1900 caused the increase under this head. 

Stationery and Printing aes ose ae ees Ys Increase Rs. 9,324 
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About half of the increase is due to an increase in the cost of stationery supplied from 
Central Stores and the remaining half to increased work in the Secretariat Press having necessi- 
tated larger expenditure on “ Piece-work staff’? and “ Overtime allowances. ” 

Miscellaneous _ es Increase Rs. 11,901 

The increase is due partly to certain heavy oui tances sent out of the province and partly to 
unfavourable results in transactions under “ Lapsed deposits, ’’ 

Railways oes Decrease Rs. 1,84,296 

This represents a dececaee in cebe sailway. expenditure sayuated on the books of the Examiner, 
Public Works Accounts, Assam. There wasa decrease of Rs. 63,360 under the Cherra-Com- 
panyganj State Railway revenue due to much heavier expenditure having been necessitated in 
1898-99 on account of severe damage caused to the line by floods. The Dibru-Sadiya Railway 
accounts for a decrease of Rs. 61,815, due to improvement in the Company’s earnings owing to 
which the amount which had to be-paid to the Company as subsidy was small. 

Military Works eve Decrease Rs. 63,943 

The decrease is principally due to leas exbenditare on the work “Providing accommodation 
for permanent garrison of the Native aed at eas which is approaching completion. 

Civil Works sds ies Net decrease Rs. 1,45,384 

This is made up of an increase of Rs. "26,782 i in ‘the ésnenditate adjusted on the civil books, 
and decrease uf Rs. 1,72,136 in the expenditure adjusted on the books of the Examiner, Public 
Works Accounts. The Government of India sanctioned the writing off of certain loans to the 
Shillong Municipality, withthe interest accrued thereon, amounting to Rs. 10,499, and the Local 
Administration sanctioned an extra grant of Rs, 20,000 to the same municipality to enable it to 
restore its water-works, etc., damaged by the earthquake of the 12th June 1897 and to pay off 
a debt due to the Public Works Department. These caused the increase under “ Public Works in 
charge of Civil Officers.” The diminished outlay by the Public Works Department was partly 
due to less expenditure in 1899-1900 on the Nichuguard-Manipur Road and partly to the fact that 
in 1898-99 the expenditure on buildings damaged by the earthquake was very high. 

Adjusting heads ice Decrease Rs. 9,316 

This has been explained anée oe Aang heads nae Receipts.” 


SECTION 2. 
THE PROVINCIAL CONTRACT. 
325. The present contract is for five years from the ist April 1897, and the result of the last 


three years’ working is as follows: 
Rs. 











Balance on 1st April 1897 oes ie Bere ae a 9,43,729 
Provincial revenue, 1897-98 ons Ee Sa te ee 71,61,804 
Pear 2 81,05,533 
Provincial expenditure, 1897-98 _ Ste eee ae ice 76,17 ,602 
Balance on 1st April 1898 wae ae ai ea aes 4,87,93U 
Provincial revenue, 1898-99 oat on ius soe = 89,56,874 
94,44,805 

. Provincial expenditure, 1898-gy ees bee aes eae ike 80,89,460 
Balance on 1st April 1899 ie aie ae ses Ses 33,55,345 
Provincial revenue, 1899-1900 ive eed ree ee tae 71,66,162 
85,21,507 

Provincial expenditure, 1899-1900... oe a see se 79;91,050 
Balance on 1st April 1900 aes aie es eae ie 5,30.457 





This represents (within a few thousands of rupees) the accumulated provincial balance on rst 
April 1g00, and shows that after the working of three years, the balance was reduced by 
Rs. 4,13,272, after taking into account (1) the special earthquake assignments of 26 lakhs (8 lakhs 
in 1897-98 and 18 lakhs in 1898-99) ; (2) the assignment of Rs. 7,50,000 made in 1898-99 and 
1899-1900 on account of the transfer of the South Lushai Hills; and (3) the assignment of Rs. 
5,000 in 1899-1900 for allotment of certain elephant maha/s in Assam to the Khedda Department. 

The provincial revenue and expenditure for 1899-1900 fell short of that of 1898-99 by Rs. 
17,90,712, and Rs. 98,410, respectively, the decrease in revenue being due to the special earthquake 
assignment of 18 lakhs received in 1898-99. The details of the decrease in revenue as well as 


the decrease in expenditure have been shown in the attached statements and explained in the 
foregoing section. 


SECTION 2, 


The Pro- 
vincial 
Contract. 
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SECTION 3. 
LOCAL FUNDS. 


826. The receipts and charges of Incorporated Local Funds are shown under the head Local 
Locat 9 the general statement of the accounts of the province given on page 105. The following 
Funds. statement distinguishes between Local Boards, the Inland Labour Transport Fund, and the District 
Chaukidari Reward Fund (Goalpara and Sylhet) : 


SECTION 3 











































































Receipts. 
t 1900 compared with 1898-99, 
1899-99, | 1899-1900- | eee decrease—. 
= ila ae mE 
& 8 & q & 3 
8 s 5 ; =] s 
; fy | 3 35 8 83 | 2 
a iG] 2 a 43 & 35 £ a 
a] & = oh g 3 & 
ata | 3 | 2 aa | 2 
| = > & < > s > 
t ( 2 | 3 | 4 | s | 6 | 9 | 10 | mu | 12 | 18 
Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. 
Provincial Rates + | 6.58:230 ove eee 6,58,230 | 6,70,864 . 
Post Office ... see ove tee ooo ose one os 
Police see 73,243 ove 1,614 74.357 66,914 ooo 
Education .., oe 875 | eee ase 375 377 oo 
Medical see ese ove ase dee: on on 
Minor Departments eae 85,285 web 85,285 | hes $1,346 81.346 
Stationery and Prioting. ove wan ove eee ase eve on oo on 
Miscellaneous 15,000 aoe eee 15,009 17,441 ove 17,421 | + 9,421 + 25421 
Civil Works... seep 19039537 oe ae 1,03,537 | 901,397 1,01,397 | — 9,140 — 3,149 
Contributions woo | 2534eQtt ose ae 2,34,412 | 233,722 32,3371 | — 699 — 6&9 
Total oo soe | 10,85,296 | 85,285 | 1,644 | 11,723,195 10,90,685 | 81,346 1,385 | 1173386 | + 5.389 | 3999 | 359 | + tot0r 
Expenditure, 
a a a ee 
‘ compared with 1898-99, 
1898-99. | 1899-1900, | Di Seay decrease 
ry 3 3 
= £ 3 q 3s 8 
& & & 3 
5 e ry i] 7 co 
B43 3 By g 2g 2 
4 Ef B 4 3 a 5 3 a 
3 o™ v ~ . ‘e 
eg 3 eg a Sy a 
Ss 8 as S 8 = FI . 
=m ei > =™ > & 











































| 

Refunds and Drawbacks 287 a 3 5 

Provincial Rates Ses 2,148 ate _ 2,148 25643 aes eee + 495 
Post Office ... ae 42,867 ee 42,867 43,411 ose A + $44 
General Administration. 2,776 ase 25776 2,976 oe oe . 
Police ee ave see eee 933 933 ae ase 904 —- % 
Education ... woe | 29065147 ae Pa 2,06,147 | 2,112,800 ie we 2,311,800 | + 5,653 + $,653 
Medical... w | 89,836] - 30483] «+ | 10290327 | 93-468 | 32,996 1,26,454 | + 3,634 — 2,883 
Micor Departments ... 1,745 $6,343 ose 58,088 1.768 $1,449 on $3,219 | + 23 — 487% 
Superannuation ‘ _ oe one tes 
Stationery and Printing. nee 764 se 764 + 764 
Miscellaneous. ais 185754 ae 2,169 ooo 20,923 21,090 1,916 93,006 + 2,083 
Civit Works aes 2,105 ae avi 2,105 2,388 ose 3,355 + aso 
Contributions one 22,639 ats 292,639 14,0223 oo 34,022 — 8,617 





Total soe | 380,303 aa 933 | 4,88,230 | 3:94,601 
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The receipts and expenditure of the Excluded Local Funds of the province for the two years Secrion 3. 


1898-99 and 1899-1900 were as follow: Local 
: “s ay eee ee Funds. 


Recei pts. 











1899-1900 compared with 1893-99, 
































































































1898-99 1839 -1900+ increase +, decrease —, 
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£8 @ bes ° 28 E sa 123 © oe Ei Se i25 < 
ao 5 | .<* o ae] oS fd OA oe z O45 [ee 6 = 
| ] ! } 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 
Se ee ee) See ae 
] 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs Rs.| Rs.| Rs. Rs. Rs.| Rs. Rs. 
Land Revenue” ,,, tee 190 a one 190 se 95 ree an 75 — 115 — 15 
Assessed Taxes .., | 1,08,187 1,400 ees ace 1.09537 | 1,135,015] 1,466 PH ooo =| 1616,981| + 6,828 | + 66 ave ose + 6,894 
Interest se bee as 3816 | ee 2,°16 eas atk 39816 | we | 3-816 oot ooe 
General Administra aie sap . 
tion. 
Police .., oer 23.438 1,°99 see oe 25,23" | 21,029 2,020 sve Ovens 23.743 | — 2,419 | + 221 ove oe — 2,28) 
Education ae st os cos ese 517) 60 ove coe ae 605 | + 92 ove ooo ooo + 92 
Medical eee 1.495 ai “ae ass 1,495 400 oop ame aot 400 | — 1,908 — 1,095 
Minor Departments 31,960 808 ose eos 22,777 | 33,612 665 ooo one 240277 | + 1,643 | — 343 + 1,500 
Miscellateous 16,162 9.709 22] a 23.383 | 18,149 5.595 33. 1. ses 235777 | + 1987 | —2,114| +21 — 105 
Public Works 51,188 51,113 + 421 : 
Loans from Govern- 13,562 13,560 +13,560 
ment. 
ns cf | —— | — | —__| —— —— en 
Total ... 25330307 | 12,%6 3,823 ove 25100143 | 2953049! vee | 7097-16) 2122026 +1%,862 












































Expenditure. 





1859-1900 compared with 1898-996 
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i i 3 4 5 | 6 | 7 8 | 9 | 12 mW 12 13 4 35 16 
} 
Rs. Rs Re. Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs Ra. Rs, Re 
Refunds and Draw- 167 on ae ace 167 382 ave on 182] + 15 Gan “ae owe |b 18 
backs. 
Interest oon oe ory eee aes eee se on ove as oo oy we 
General Admioistra-| 18,979 803 ove ae 19.782 15,087 831 ase wei 19,918 | 4- 108 | + 38 a we |e 136 
tion, : 
Police ... Ses: $831 | 1.060 one on 6,191 6.214 4u1 aon ee 6,925 | +1.°83| ~ 639 en ws | + 434 
Education is 79532 tae, 25795 | wee 10,608 ; 8,531 ane 26°93) |... 11,360 | + 889 arr —~ 137 | .. | + 752 
Medical at 90580 ice aoe oe 9,380 90580 300 oe ate 9,880 _ + joo aot ae + 3co 


Minor Departments | 3,24,592 | §,322 1,320,104 | 15340249 | 8,026 eo eve [143,275 | $9,657 | — 295 ee woe | 90368 


eee aoe ee oe wee 


Superannuation ... _ ove 
Miscellaneous... 90785 156 
Public Werks... 67,8°7 | 2,704 


Total... vee | 943.454 | 11,845 


10.8;2 8,981 352 600} ... 6.933 | — 80s + 196 oe ae | = 609 


68,791 64,065 q57 wae see | 64,845 | -30519 | — 427 “ae vee | 730956 











_—— |. —. 


@, 8575 | 2530,F83 | 10,597 | 3439 |... [2067018 | +7048) — 848 | — 137, 2 | $6,843 





The aggregate receipts of the Municipal, Station, Union, and Town Funds were Rs. 21,026 
better than in 1898-99, due chiefly to an increase of Rs. 6,894 under Assessed Taxes and the 
loan of Rs. 13,560 granted by Government to the Ganhati Municipality. 

On the expenditure side there was an increase of Rs. 7,428. The Gauhati Municipality 
alone show; an increase of Ks. 11,000. 

The aggregate transactions of all Excluded Local Funds during 1899-1900 resulted in-a 


surplus of Rs. 2,143. 
2F 
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Number 
estates. 


temporarily settled. 


Il—LAND REVENUE. 
SECTION I. 


927. The number of permanently-settled estates on the revenue roll at the end of the year was 
49,900, against 40,911 on the 31st March 1899, the decrease being 


of permanently-settled due to the purchase by Government of eleven estates in Sylhet 


at sales for arrears of jrevenue, and their transfer to the class 


settlement, there was no change in the number of such estates. 
828, The total number of temporarily-settled revenue-paying ‘estates on the roll at the close 
of the year was 779,078, against 771,684 at the close of 1898-99. 


Number of temporarily-settled estates. 


In Goalpara and the Garo Hills, the only other districts with a permanent 


The details of each district are given below: 





























Number of estates. Percentage of 
Division. District. 
1898-9, 1899-1900. 
1 2 | 3 | 4 [ s 
Cachar oe ae | 12,03! 12,189 1°31 
Surma Valley an { Sylhet wee - 47,586 48,241 655 es ar a 
( oalpara aT ase 19,390 19,484 94 wee 0°48 eee 
Kamrup ae aes 175,007 173,510 see 1,557 is o'89 
|| Darrang 4 wee 122,258 123,803 1,545 che 1:26 is 
Brahmaputra Valley Nowgong ice Sue 131,671 126,367 bee 5,304 eee 4°03 
Sibsagar aes ies 184,040 190,410 6,370 see 3°46 eee 
Lakhimpur ses oN 72,273 77,625 5,352 a 741 sae 
{| Naga Hills aes es 1 1 Ses ass aie eee 
Hill districts eal Khasi and Jaintia Hills... 1,740 1,847 107 as 615} oa 
Garo Hills ses a 5,627 5,601 338 26 out 0°46 
Total ee eee 771,684 779,078 | 14,281 6,887 aes eae 






$290, The current land revenue demand of the province fell off from Rs. 57,68,099 in 1898-99 


Current demand. 


Net increase 










eee 





Be 


oye | EO SS 
+ 7; 394 + oe 





to Rs. 57,50,308 in 1899-1900, showing a decrease for the first 


time since 


o-3t per cent, ‘The following table gives details for each district: 





District, 


Cachar 

Sylhet 

Total Surma Valley ... 
Net decrease 

Goalpara .. 

Kamrup 

Darrang 

Nowgong .. 

Sibsagar 

Lakhimpur 

Total Brahmaputra Va'ley 
Net increase 

Naga Hills 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
Garo Hills ... 

Total Hill districts 

Net increase 

Grand total 


Not decrease 


1882-83, The decrease amounted to Rs, 17,791, or 


































































































































































| 
Permanently- Temporarily-settled | 
scttled estates. estates. Total. Percentage of 
: g g ; ae oe $ 3 $ 
a o a a 2 2 eA ° 
$ ? g : A 3 3 g 5 3 
be 
| 2 3 4 | 5 | 6 7 8 9 10 1 
| 
| 
Rs. | Rs, Rs. Rs, | Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs, 
| 
aes 3,58,877 |  3,60.965 | 359,877 3,60.965 2,088 | Se o's8 
» | 366,04: | 3,65,323 | 5.31,029 418,589 8,97,070 753,912 1 13,158 | 12°61 
3,66,041 3,65,323 8,.89,906 7799554 12,55+947 11.44.3877 2,088 I 13,188 | oes ae 
a | —EEee = —— __ v = TE AR dl 
| | | | —1,11,070 —8 84 
aot aes — —_— —<_ a 
| 
11,411 1t,411 97,143 1,01,231 1,08,554 1,12,642 | 4,088 3°49 
125775431 12,865351 | 125779431 12,860,351 | 8,920 o*70 
702,940 720,966 702,940 720,966 18,026 2°56 
581,601 5.79562 5,381,601 579,562 2,039 0°35 
i] 
13,513,316 136514439 13,173,316 135514439 38,123 2*90 
| 
49075561 523,554 497,551 5,23,654 ) 26,603 5°24 : 
| pices atime =e | Gomme aaan| | eee = Sans Pee 
It,g1T | 11,4tt 44:09,992 | 45,63,203 44.81,403 45:74:614 | 95,250 2,039 ‘a 
saeco ies ele —$_—_—_|— F SE} Cs iota aS ee 
as | «oe . +03,211 t 2°08 
| To i) 10 10 oe - 
| | 
| 8,597 9,251 8,507 9,253 | 654 } 7°61 
| 
12 | 12 22,130 | 21,544 22,142 21,556 | | 586 se 26s 
—_—|—_— ) es ralai sais SS ee Se Sey 
12 | 12) 39,737 | 30,205 30,749 30,817 | 654 5°6 Bx ies 
—_——|— —|— — oy — —_ eS | eee Darna | 
ee Se | | +68 +0°22 
36771464 376,746 53,90,63 5 53973,56 57,68,099 $70,308 | 97,992 | 115,783 eee ov 
ae | = rt oa) hae d = 
cae 17,791 —o'31 
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The decrease, however, was apparent only, as in 1898-99 there was a fictitious increase of ere B. 
Rs, 1,37,379 in the Jaintia Parganas in Sylhet, due to the alteration of the date of the second Zand 
instalment of revenue. If this amount be left out of consideration, the land revenue demand Revenue. 
would show an increase of Rs. 1,19,588, or 2°07 per cent. 

‘In the Brahmaputra Valley, there was an increase of Rs. 93,211 over the demand of the 
preceding year. In Nowgong, there was a derease of Rs. 2,039, while the demand of the other 
districts of the valley increased by Rs. 95,250. The following statement gives details of the 
increase and decrease in each district anc of the variations in the demandof the different classes 


of estates : 






Estates perlodl- | Estates settled 
cally settled Special Waste land tal 
District. at fall rates irapatieae settlements. settlements. Total, 









(khir aj). 




























| 
Re Rs Rs Rs. Re. 

Goalpara oe | + 3,338 cae . - 46 + 4,088 
Kamrup we | + 32,345 | — 23,997 — 576; + 181 + 8,920 
Darrang oe | + 7,273] + 3,882 a + 9| +2,107 + 4,755 | + 18,026 
Nowgong we | — 6955] + 4,295 ove + 323; — 67) + 365| — 2,039 
Sibsagar oe | + 25,426) + 194 ae + 1} — 42 + 12,544 | + 38,123 
Lakhimpur wo. | + 9,549] + 11,290 — 12 + 825] — 121 + 4,562! + 26,093 
Total ... oe | + 70,976 4,336 = 588 + 1,293. + 2,753 | + 23,113. 





In Goalpara, the revenue demand increased by Rs. 4,088 owing to extensions of cultivation, 
chiefly by immigrants from other areas. In Kamrup, there wasa decreese (Rs. 23,997) in the 
revenue demand of estates periodically settled at full rates. It was, however, more than counter. 
balanced by an increase (Rs, 32,345) under the head of Estates settled annually at full rates, the 
increase being due to extensions of cultivation and reclassification. Nowgongis the only district 
in the Brahmaputra Valley which shows a decrease, due entirely to the climatic conditions of the 
yzar. Inthe three other districts of the valley the increase was due chiefly to extensions of 
cultivation, and partly to the assessment of waste land grants at higher rates, 

380. The arrear demand on rst April 1899, as shown in the previous year’s report, was 
Rs. 4,53,712. Subsequent additions and reductions increased this 


A demand. 
rrear deman figure to Rs. 5,00,302, details of which are given below: 





Changes made in the arrear demand 
in consequence of further enquiries | Arrear demand on 











pau: ‘sureportel on made after rst April 1899. a sy Po 
Additions. | Reductions. 
1 | a | 3 | ‘ | s 

Cachar ove eee eos eve | 1740 = 676 7 163 ee 
Sylhet oe ove one one 95,447 - 45,595 2,456 1,38,586 
Goalpara one oe e+e ove : 12 186 one 198 
Kamrup see os see re 49,797 1,629 aes 51,426 
Darrang oun in See a 38,745 . 344 es 39,089 
Nowgong ve toe oes eee 1,39,223 50 vee 1,39,273 
Sibsagar bas a ie eee 76,477 577 oo 77,054 
Lakhimpur__... oe oes eee 32,886 152 one 33,038 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills... on on 47 ise ies 47 
Garo Hills on see one obs 3,658 se -_ 3,658 
Total tsi ove ove sen 4,53,712 49,209 Sa erg $00,302 


cr a 
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$31, The total demand, collecti ons, remissions, and balances of each district are given in the 
following statement : 
Total demand, collections, remissions, 
and balaaces. 
District. Total demand, | Collections, Remissions. | Balances. 
including arrears. 
2 | | 
Ra, Rs. Rs 
Cachar ee 3,78,898 3,65,346 Le _ 13,552 - 
Sylhet ses re oie 9,22,498 8,14,630 3,593 1,04,276 
Goalpara ict i oe 1,12,840 1,12,076 7 757 
Kamrup oe 13,37,777 12,73,277 2,057 62,443 
Darrang wwe te 7,60,055 7,313,013 1,126 27,916 — 
Nowgong 7,18,835 6,00, 192 343 1,18,300 
Sibsagar ies Aas dies 14,28,493 13,15,355 249 1,12,889 
Lakhimpur Se ace See 5,560,692 5,18,357 857 37,478 | 
Naga Hills __... ove ove 10 to te ane 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills 9,298 9,289 ies” 9 - 
Garo Hills aes aus ove 25,214 21,330 847 | . 3,037 
Total aes a aoe 62,50,610 57,60,875 9,078 4,80,657 





The total demand, including corrected arrears, was Rs. 62,50,610. Of this amount, - 
Rs. 57,60,875, or 92°16 per cent., were realised during the year, against 92°58 per cent, in 
the preceding year; Rs. 9,078, or o15 per cent., were remitted, against 016 per cent. in 
1898-99, leaving a balance of Rs, 4,80,657, or 7°69 per cent. of the total demand outstand- 
ing at the close of the year. The percentage of total collections to the current demand 
of the year was 10018, against 100°34 in 1898-99. The current demand of the year was 
Rs. 57,50,308, of which Rs. 54,08,201, or 94°05 per cent., were realised. Of the arrear demand 
of Rs. 5§,00,302, Rs. 3,523,674, or 70°49 per cent., were realised. In Cachar, the balance 
outstanding at the close of the year showed a slight decrease, as compared with the preceding 
year. In Sylhet, the bulk of the arrears occurred in the Jaintia Parganas, and is attributed to 
the alteration of &¢s¢ dates and to the low price of paddy. Inthe Brahmaputra Valley, of the total 
demand of Rs. 49,14,692, inclusive of ‘arrears, Rs. 45,50,270, or 92°59 per cent., were collected 
before the clase of the year. In 1898-99, the collections were 92°84 per cent. of the demand. 
The balance outstanding at the end of the year amounted to Rs. 3,59,683, or 7°32 per cent. of the . 
total demand, against Rs, 3,37,140, or 6°95 per cent., at the end of 1898-99. Of this, Rs. 80,350, 
towards which Nowgong contributed Rs, 70,021, were reported as doubtful or irrecoverable, 
and since the close of the year a large portion (Rs. 40,488) of this amount has been remitted. 


332. Remissions were allowed to the extent of Rs. 9,078, against Rs. 10,216 in the preceding 
year. In Sylhet Rs. 3,592 were remitted, mainly owing to certain 
' estates in Jaintia not having been traceable by the late cadastral 
survey, and to the loss sustained by the raiyats in consequence of the earthquake of June 1897. 
In the Brahmaputra Valley, Rs. 4,639 were remitted, v¢z., Rs. 7 in Goalpara, Rs. 2,057 in Kamrup, 
Rs. 1,126 in Darrang, Rs. 343 in Nowgong, Rs. 249 in Sibsagar, and Rs. 857 in Lakhimpur. The 
remissions were on account of deaths and desertions, annulments of settlement, and similar causes. 
A sum of Rs. 847 was remitted in the Garo Hills as irrecoverable in consequence of deaths and . 
desertions, 


Remissions. 
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333. The following table compares the current demand of miscellaneous land revenue Finance. 
Current demand of miscellaneous land ° i i : 
a ° ; under each head with that of the preceding year : Pand 
Revenue. 











Percentage of 


_—$—$_$_—$—$___— 






Sources of miscellaneous land revenue. 1898-99. 1899-1990. Increase. Decrease. 
locrease. 



















1 3 4 5 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
(1) Elephants— 
(2) License fees aus es ace 9,250 12,955 35705 
(5) Royalty ... ese ase ive 21,500 16,350 eee 5,150 
Total Elephants ie kas ae 30,750 29,305 3)705 5,150 
ne en | re —— \ entrar wyrey memanatny em ye Od 
Net Decrease See ove oo we on 15445 
(2) Fisheries a sie ats ee 1,41,036 1,55,886 14,850 ‘is 
(3) Poll-tax ote see wie aia 8,930 9,087 157 
(4) House-tax ... aes dee a 1,48,285%, 1,49,988 1,703 
(5) Lime-quarries vee sae see 20,802 13,161 ise 7,641 
(6) Stone-quarries a | 225 225 
(7) Coal-mines and mineral oil oe ah 37,448 40,104 2,656 
(8) Sale of waste land leases and redemption of land | 
revenue xe os we aa 27,679 75130 wee 20,549 
(9) Survey fees ... tee re on 11,772 5,692 aoe 6,080 
(10) Mutation and registration fees 101 101 
(11) Other miscellaneous items not specified above... 8,431 8,676 245 
’ Grand total ... -_ ane * 45355133" 4:19,355 23,642 39,420 or 
| ec ye ne | ee Y 
Net Decrease ove 15,778 3°63 





* Revised figures. 


The total revenue demand of the year was Rs. 4,19,355, against Rs. 4,35,133 in 1898-99, 
showing a net decrease of Rs. 15,778, which occurred chiefly under the heads Elephants, Lime- 
quarries, Sale of waste land leases and redemption of land revenue, and Survey fees. 


In receipts from elephants there was an increase of Rs. 3,705 under the head License 
fees, but a decrease of Rs. 5,150 under Royalty, the net result being a decrease of Rs. 1,44¢. 
The revenue from license fees increased chiefly in Goalpara and the Khasi Hills, where the elephant 
mahals, which had been allowed rest in 1898-99, were worked during the year. The decrease 
under the head Royalty occurred chiefly in Cachar, no hunting operations having been undertaken 
in that district during the year. Compared with 1897-98, the revenue from elephant mahals, 
including royalty on elephants, shows a large decrease during the past two years (Rs. 17,269 and 
Rs. 18,714). This is due to the surrender of the undermentioned elephant maha/s to the Khedda 

Department in exchange for the elephant reserves* in the Cachar 
wee niagAT peeve and InnerLine snd the Sylhet districts, the whole or portions of which have been 


reserve in Cachar. : : 
Tangai and Singia reserve in Sylhet. — thrown open for cultivation : 


Mahals Nos. 1, 2, and 3 in Kamrup. Mahals Nos. 1 to § in Sibsagar. 


” » tos in Nowgong. ” » 1 4, 4 in the Naga Hills. 
The whole of the Jaintia Hills (two mahals). 


The fishery receipts showed an increase of Rs. 14,850. Of this, Sylhet accounted for 
an increase of Rs. 6,636 obtained by the resettlement of certain fisheries, and the Brahmaputra 
Valley for the remainder, due largely to an increase of Rs. 5,590 in Kamrup, owing to the 
fisheries in that district, which were damaged by the earthquake three years ago, having been 
since improved by high floods. Poll-tax increased by Rs. 157. In Sylhet there was an increase 
of Rs. 211, due mainly to the assessment of certain Tipperah pumjzs in the Balisira Hills, which 
were for the first time assessed during the year, in accordance with the terms of a compromise 
entered into between the Government and the Raja of Hill Tipperah in the Balisira case; while 
there was a decrease of Rs. 54 in the Lakhimpur district owing tothe substitution of land revenue 


assessment for poll-tax in certain Miri villages. Theincrease of Rs. 1,703 under house-tax was 
, 2G 
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Finance, Chiefly due to the tax having been raised from Rs. 2 to Rs. 3 per house in the area recently 


Land 
Revenue. 


transferred from the Naga Hills to the Nowgong district, so as to bring it in conformity with the 
rest of the district, and to a portion of the area transferred to the Sibsagar district having been 
brought under assessment during the year. Lime-quarries are worked only in the Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills, The decrease is apparent only, and is not due to any falling off in the lime trade, as 
the exports of the year were in excess of those of the preceding year, but to the introduction of a 
lease system for a term of twenty years in the case of three of the lime-quarries, by which the 
time of payment of royalty has been altered from the month of October precediog the export 
season to the central export season itself. Under stone-quarries the increase was obtained from 
a resettlement of the Lakroh stone-quarries in the Khasi and Jaiatia Hills. The increase under 
coal-mines and mineral oil occurred mainly under the head Royalty on coal, and was due to the fact 
that the Assam Railways and Trading Company extracted 178,925 tons of coal, against 164,436 
tons in 18y8-g99, from the Ledo and Tikak mines. The quantity exported from the Namdang and 
Tirap grants, on which they are not required to pay royalty, but only a surface rent, was 35,293 
and 33,010 tons, respectively, against 26,873 and 20,245 tons in the previous year. There has been 
no change in the revenue demand on account of mineral oil, which at present consists only of 
surface rents on the concessions. The Company extracted 616,275 gallons of mineral oil from 
their wells, against 555,204 gallons in 1898-99. The four upper districts of the Brahmaputra 
Valley'are mainly responsible for the large decrease of receipts under sale of waste Jand leases 
and redemption of land revenue, which is attributed to the depression of the tea industry, and 
by some to the natural re-action after the unusually large number of applications in late years. 
The survey fees fell off mainly in the Brahmaputra Valley, owing to the smaller number of appli- 
cations for waste land received during the year. There were no receipts under the head 
Mutation and registration fees during the preceding year. The sum of Rs, 1o1 received during 
the year represents the amount credited into the treasury in the Goalpara district, instead of 
being paid by court-fee stamps by applicants for mutation of names in the register of /a-khivay 
estates. The head Miscellaneous includes partition fees, fees on account of gcld-washing licenses, 
sale-proceeds of ivory, sale-proceeds of cadastral maps, and some other minoritems. The 
increase was chiefly due to the sale of the new cadastral maps in the Cachar district. 

$34. The arcear demand at the close of 1898-99 was shown tobe Rs. 22,973, but the figure 
was subsequently corrected to Rs. 25,401, as shown in the state- 
ment below : 


Arrear demand. 








Changes made in arrear demand in con- 
eequence of further enquiries made 


after ist April 1839. Arrear demand on 


Arrear demand 
Sources of miscellaneous land revenue. as reported on 1st 
April 189), 





Reductions. 


Additions, 





























Rs, Ra Re Re 
1, License-fees for catching elephants ... oC 741 a 100 641 
2. Royalty on elephants... ws ass 6,900 eee 400 6,500 
3. Fisheries... foe an iss 10,552 eae! | 203 10,349 
4. Poll-tax ay ny oes ies 545 303 see 848 
5. House-tax... oes eee ae 4,235 681 -_ 4,916 
6. Miscellaneous os aks a ves 2,147 ee 2,147 
Total Sie wee as eat 22,973 3131 703 |. 25,401 





335° The total demand on account of miscellaneous land revenue, including arrears, was 

Rs. 4,44,756, of which Rs. 4,20,323, or 94°55 per cent., was realised, 

Total demand, collections, andbalances. Ry 179 or o'26 per cent., remitted, and Rs. 23,061, or 5"19 per 
cent., remained outstanding at the close of the year, as compared with Rs. 22,973, or 4°95 percent., 
at the close of 1898-gg. The current demand was Rs. 4,°9,355; of which Rs. 3,990,755, or 
9542 per cent., was realised, Of the arreer demand of Rs. 25,401, an amount of Rs. 20,768, 
or 80°13 per cent , was realised during the year. ‘The proportion of the total collection (current 
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and arrear) tothe current demand was 101°38 percent, Details for each district are given in the Fiwance. 


following statement : land 
Revenue. 










Percentage of 






District. ° Collections, | Remissions. | Balances. 


Collections. | Remissions, | Balances. 



























i eee 
Rs. Rs. Re. Rs. 

Cachar ... tay oe 25,460 25,025 Seg 435 9829 wes 171 
Sylhet... de eee 76,946 62,925 961 13,060 81°78 1°25 16-97 
Goal para os oe 11,048 11,048 ey eve 100°00 oer es 

Kamrup ... oe ons 19,652 18,639 4 1,009 94°85 0°02 5°13 
Darrang ... vee _ 11,41 t1,I4!1 eo ‘ 100°00 eae sae 

Nowgong eas aes 25,6021 24,100 94°06 ous 5°76 
Sibsagar ... ae oe 46,845 42,951 0°35 7°97 
Lakhimpur 70,032 69,732 0°43 0°43 
Naga Hills 63,786 63,080 ru 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills a §3:223 51,085 4°02 
Garo Hills 40,797 o'50 
Total 4,20,523 1,172 23,001 0°26 5'19 


336. During the year a sum of Rs, 961 was remitted in Sylhet, of which Rs. 945 was on 
account of fishery revenue remitted owing to losses sustained 
by the lessees of certain fisheries, which had deteriorated. The 
balance (Rs. 16) represented the amount of poll-tax remitted, the defaulters having no property, 
In Kamrup Rs. 4 was remitted under the head House-tax. In Nowgong and Sibsagar Rs. 45 
and Rs. 162, respectively, were remitted under Fishery. 

337. The following statement showing the number, area, and revenue of estates assessed at 
full rates in the Brahmaputra Valley during the years 1898-99 and 


Remissions. 


Annual settlements at full rates in the 














































































































Brahmaputra VaHey. 1899-1909 : 
Lid 
$$ 
1898-99. 1899-1900. a8 
e a Pi = ST 4 
° 2 7) é 4 
g a 8 8 § 3 g 
ogee 3 e # 8 i=} g ao) 
District. 3 & 3 & a} 
gi 5 gi 8 5 
S 2 6 2 | ‘ ‘é 
i . bw oe. oO 
3 8 os 8 3 tos 2 He 
g g 34 5 8 53 8 g 
E} eo > 3 5 £ 2 3 3 6 2 
z < < z < < fod & 
ig * 3 4 6 9 10 
Rs. Rs Rs. 
Goalpara (Eastern Duars) “| 19092] 67,584 | 3°54] 94,722] 19,183 | 70,365 | 366 | 98,060 | + 3,338 
Raairep vcs a8 “+ | 99s614 | 170,002 | 1°71 | 3,88,097 | 100,844) 176,751 | 1°75 | 4,20,442 | +32,345 
Darrang... ins a 75:739 | 319,398 1°58 | 2,99,751 76,560 | 122,316 1°59 | 3,07,024 | + 7,273 
Nowgong ... eee ae 90,912 1331437 1°47 | 3,15,681 84,348 | 128,635 1°52 | 308,726 | — 6,955 
Sibsagar ... on s+ | 94938 | 136,412 | 1°44 | 3,28,949 | 101,410 | 146,775 | 1°45 | 354,375 | +25,426 
Lakhimpur ... os “| 45:668) 70,241 | 1°73. | 1580503 | 48,244 | 83,839 | 1°74.| 1,90,052 | + 9549 
Total tee we we | 425,963 | 706,074 1°65 | 16,07,703 | 430,589 | 728,681 | 1°69 | 16,738,679 +70,976 








tt 
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There was an increase of 24,204 acres in the total area settled at full rates (excluding 
town lands) as detailed below: 


District. Acres. 
Goalpara ase eae eee oe ove eee tee + 2,781 
Kamrup des tos oe ose -_ aye ae go 
Darrang 86 ies eee ‘ie ae te6 nite + 4,654 
Nowgong os eee ase a “i ae ve = 3052 
Sibsagar ase aes see on a ove oes + 10,515 
Lakhimpur ase 7 wos ace ee sae see + 9,396 

ee 
Total wee ase oes ove eas vee a + 24,204 





The causes of increase and decrease in each district have been explained in paragraph 329 
of this report. In Goalpara, the number and area of estates settled and the revenue demand 
on these estates show an increase, due chiefly to migrations from other areas. !n Kamrup, while 
there was a satisfactory increase in the number and area and in the revenue demand of estates 
settled annually, there was a decrease in those of periodically settled, the net result being un 
increase in revenue anda slight decrease in area, The decrease ir periodically-settled estates 
is reported to be due to lands rendered unculturable . by the earthquake and the floods of 1897 
having been relinquished by raiyats who migrated elsewhere. Nowgong is the only district 
which, on the whole, shows a decrease, the area taken up under annual leases having seriously 
diminished, owing to the late rains having interfered with mustard cultivation. Darrang shows 
a slight, and Sibsagar and Lakhimpur a healthy, expansion of cultivation with substantial 
increases in settled area. 


338. The statement below shows the number, area, and revenue of periodic or decennial 
Periodic settlements at full ratesinthe leases at full rates in each district at the end of 1898-99 and 

















































Brahmaputra Valley. 18 99-1900: 
a es 
| 189S-g9. 1899-1900. 5 
"ae as (ae r d 
g 3 $ 3 3 
District. 4d 4 & £ g 2 = 
n 8 3 c 8 io 
% i g . 3 8 5 5 
3 = fs 7 a is z 
4 ; | fe] & | 3 ¢ | 88 Bs 
3 23 g 3 MH 22 ge 
2 < z < < a 
1 ae 2 3 6 10 
c——_—s 
Rs. 
Goalpara (Eastern Duars) 1 192 193 319 1 192 ose 
Kamrup... oe 72,339 | 260,442 3°61 | 75245473 69,332 | 253,603 7:00,476 | —23,997 
Darrang ... - eee 45,722 129,175 2°82 | 3,54,129 46,479 130,911 3,§8,011 | + 3,882 
Nowgong .. a 39,887 78:377 1°96 | 2,28,962 | 41,129 | 80,127 25331257 | + 4,295 
Sibsagar... “ee 86,828 | | 336,173 3°88 | 9,24,841 86,7132 336,324 9,25,035 | + 194 
Lakhimpour ... ae 25,622 993704 3°89 | 2,64,190 28,374 104,502 2,75,480 | +11,290 
Total on oo 270,199 | 904,062 3°34 | 24,96,914 | 272,027 3°33 | 24,92,578 | — 4,336 
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839, The statement below shows for each district of the Brahmaputra Valley the number, area, pix nce. 
and revenue of estates assessed at half rates during the years 




































































ret ital holdings in the Brahma- Land 
Patra: VANeys 1898-99 and 1899-1900 : Revenue. 
Settled for one year, Settled for ten years. Settled for twenty years. 
Number| Area, Number 3 Number Area, 
ot in Revenue of Area,in acres, Revenue. b=] of in Revenue. 
District, estates, | acres. | estates. 3 estates, acres. 
= . 
1 { s 
5 
n~ 
5 | é 3 | 6 r] 3 FE g § & 
me ee ed ee & & & 3 & ¢| 3 g|o2/a]|s 
ale lal = a| = a = a = a = ° = & ™ = 
Sl el al al a Oo] a od & g a - o o S s 3 2 
Seieisieie;/ ei se] Fi} Fi es = S )e) ee] ea 8 
he = ' _ ass: 3 See 
I ze S11 6h 9 8 9 10 ur 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
° t 
: | 
Rs,| Rs. : Rs, Rs. Rs.| Rs, 
Kamrup ee [vse | eae | cee | eee | eee | eee | 10966) 14973) 1§0,681 150,506 1,51.547 1,509,971 } ( 
| 
| | | ] 
Darrang eon Pose | cee [cee | cee [eee | vee | 77 77| 13,171) 13,171 8,885 8,885 | 1 14 14 |17,876 17,876] 8,768] 8,768 
| 
| | } 1902-34 | 
Nowgong see | oeee | ne | eee | eee Pons Poors f24 24) 5,382 5,382 4444 4444 | owe 
| | 
Sibsagar woe | cee [ove [ose | ove | ave | eee | S44) 344] 4,091] 4991] 35484 30414 | | 0 ‘ 
| | | 
Lakhimpur és 1 1 | 50 | 39 | 60 | 46 20 29) 1,240) 1,243) 1,743 1,743 |J UL] cee 
Total «| xr] 1 | 50] 39 | 60 | 46 | 25440) 2,447] 175,465 17$,293| 1,970,031 | 1,69,487 oe 14 14 | 17,876|17.876| 8,768| 8,768 



























































Total. 


Assessed area, in 


Number of estates. Area, In acres, ‘acres: 


Revenue. 





District. 


Increase or decrease in area. 
Increase or dectease in revenue. 

































150,681 | 1§0.506 | 150,682 | 159,506] 1,513,547 —1s —576 
Darrang oe ine as ot or] 311047 | 31,047 | 21,943 | 29.943 | 17,653 aes ie 
Nowgong bee oe - 24 34 5,383 55383 5.383 5,384 oe on 
Sibsagar ass om is $44 344| 49911 = ago | anor | 4s oe jb 
Lakhimpar ave ove ae 30 30 —8 —13 












193.208 | 184,287 | 184.104 | 1,78,859 





The slight decrease in area, as well as in revenue, is due to resignations in Kamrup, 
and apparently also to alterations of area on the results of resurvey in Lakhimpur. 


2H 
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$40. The following statement shows the number, area, and revenue of estates settled on 


Special settlements in the Brahma- special terms in the Brahmaputra Valley 7 
Putra Valley. 

































































(-4 
1898-99. 1899-1900. 3 
ve 
. 2 
i 3 
3 5 Rates at which 
—a % 3 5 settled, 
rrr ~ 
) 3 é ry 
3 ri 2 3 
e | #8 | § : 
z as 4 =" 
1 | 2 3 | 6 7 8 | 9 
a NS ee sds Se So 
Rs. 
Chota Guma Soe aie 17 — 38| Basti at Re. 1-8, 
rupit at Re. 1-2 
Saringats at 9 
annas, and fallow 
at 3 annas per acre. 
Latka See on ae 23 22 216 495 — 12] Basti at Re. 1-2 and 
rupit at 12 annas 
per bigha. 
Goalpara chur ae Sa 1 1 675 18 ote Sola by public auc- 
ion. 
Ditto hill a eis 1 2 6 8 + 4] Sannas per bigha. 
Total Goalpara aon eee 42 41 1,599 1,032 — 46 
Chamua, Barpeta cae _ 1 1 475 1,372 + 11 | At ordinary rates. 
Jalukbari khat, Gauhati... eee 1 1 274 410 + 74 } a 
0. 
Phatasil kat, — ditto ... oi 1 1 541 239 + 19 
North Gauhati os Pr, 359 365 330 2,019 + 77) At Rs. 2 per bigha. 
Total Kamrup ae as 362 368 1,620 4,040 + 181 
Six-pie Ja-khiraj estate (Tezpur) ... 2 2 €77 48| + 9 At6 pie per dbigha 
on cultivation. 
Aunihati Ahat (Nowgong) sas 1 1 1,993 1,280 + 323 | At ordinary rates. 
Ten-twenties (Jorhat) ... aa 3 3 69 198 + 1 | Land revenue above 
Rs. 10, in some 
cases above Rs. 20, 
remitted. 
Ditto (Sibsagar) ... ec 8 8 182 457 ae 
Total Sibsagar eee oo 8 1 251 655 + 1 
Six-pie Ja-khiraj estates (North 7 7| 2,078 88| + 4| At6 pie per bigha 
Lakhimpur). on cultivation. 
Khiraj khat (Dibrugarh) on 1 1 267 645 + 231 | At ordinary rates. 
Special settlement of lands in Mar- 1 i Sue ae — 508 
gherita made with the Assam Rail- 
ways and Trading Company, 
Limited, 
Special settlement of lands in Mar- 3 18 an At Rs. 2 ing. 
gherita made with Kyahs, 2 , er Holdiox: 
Special settlement of land in Mar- 1 1 a1 2 —176| At 8 
‘Shera made with the Maku i aa Pah 
‘ea Company. 
Special settlement of lands on either 2 10 2 fo 8,6 eee Rent-free f 
Wide of the Makum Branch of the a oy ma seo aenae’ per 
Dibru-Sadiya Railway. bigha for 7 years. 
Thirty years’ lease granted to Assam 2 1 2 1,98, + & : 
Railways and Trading Company, ; 985 at ut ak, pers aa es 
Limited. at 4annasper acre. 
Tctal Dibrugarh wee aes 16 8,283 1§ 8,180 10,901 + 821 
Total Lakhimpur ove 23 10,361 10,164 22 10,258 10,989 Vg 825 
Grand total ... on on 441 16,544 16,751 445 16,398 18,044 | +1,293 



































nn 
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There were altogether in 1899-1900 445 such estates, covering an area of 16,398 acres 
and paying Rs. 18,044 land revenue, -Details are sufficiently shown in the statement. 


$41. The following statement shows the number, area, and revenue of different classes of 
tenures in each district of the Brahmaputra Valley during the year 


Tenures in the Brahmaputra Valley. i 8g9- 1900 : 








Permanently-settled. Khiraj, annual. Khira‘, periodic. 






































District. z é F 

§ : El, 

ae ae ee 2 | § 

3 

S boe eame eec oe Ei 

t 2 3 4 s 6 q | 8 9 to 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Goalpara ... ae oo ae oe 19 | 375,462 15,401 19,203 90,967 al 238 293 1,916 
Kamrup ... ace aoe tee ne eee “ae 100,906 | 176,812 | 4,231,223 70,228 | 254.043 | 7,06,08% 
Darrang .. set ove one ae eee ‘ios 76,631 | £23,353 | 3907»297 46,844 | 131,186 | 361,640 
Nowgong ... ove we oa . ow a 84,422 | 128,652 | 3,038,849 fens 80,710 | 236.654 
Sibsagar ... oe is on eae oes ae 101,497 | 146,826 | 3,54,812 88,282 | 338,099 | 9.36.433 
Lakhimpur eae ie 2 oe one eos , 48,281 83,859 | 15505172 29,133 | 105,520 ede 
Total for 1899-1900... ise oo see 39 | 375,463 11,411 | 430,939 | 728,869 | 16,80,3;6 | 276,555 | 909-851 | 25,28,799 
—+ | ——— = | —— 
1894-97 awe oo a on ose t9 | 375,81 1401 | 424393 | 7740172 | 17.42,985 | 243,593 | 857,453 | 23-99,907 
1897-98 we hee ow ae ane “49 | 375,462 UE,4tt 413,794 | 720,102 | 26,13,248 272,391 913,913 | 25.38,926 
3898-99 as os ose on ove 9 | 875462 | 1,4tx | 497,056 | 706,716 | 16,138,245 | 273.971 | 907,802 | 25:27,583 





Speclal tenures. Nisf-khiraj, Waste land grants. Total revenue-paying estates, 















































District. E t 
s é 2 5 . p 
z au ee a ines 3 a ie A 
E BE, E| g Ee) e|g| &§ 
z 4 z < 4 Zz g 4 
| i 
Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. 
Goailpara a eee al 1,899 1,032 oe eee oe 3 1,928 180 19,503 449,649 | 1,132,642 
Kamrup a8 vy 368 | 1,620] 4,040 1,984 150,873 | 153,879 26 6,612 3.828 | 173,510] $89,960 | 12,86,35% 
Darrang ie eae a 697 48 91 31,058 17,761 338 72,193 34220 | 123,803 | 3572507 | 7,320,966 
Nowgong og ‘se 1] 16993 | 1280 4 5.382 40444 8 31,030 28,325 | 1:6,:67 | 247.767 | 5.79,$62 
Sibsagar os on m ast 655 351 $.016 3.485 969 792415 $6,084 | 190,410 | $69,608 | 130314439 
Lakhimpur ae one 32 | 10,258 | 10,98) 31 1,314 15846 163 Geary 34.583 77 625 265.365 | 5$,23.654 
Total fur 1899-1900... on 445 | 16,398 | 18,044 2479 193,683 | 1,799,385 781 255,593 | 156,619 711,218 204799 54 45:7 40614 
——— | nn | cee | ods a a | a a | ee ee 
| | 
1896-97 +0 oe is 339 | 13789 | $6742 | 24477 | 194-702 | 1-79,958 615, 901.533 90189 , 6710485 | 2417470  44,35,198 
1297-98 ... wed oe 420 | 14,$38 | 16,686 | 2.479 | 194,702 179/938 696 | 225,510 | 1,08,.146 | 688,599 | 244.227  44.65,376 





1898-99 .. oe or 441 | 16.544 | 36,751 2469 193.866 | 1,79,507 ea 20,418 | 1,533,506 704,718 | 25480,208  44:81.403 
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842, Including the permanently-settled area of the Goalpara district, the proportion borne 
by the settled area to the total area of the Valley in 1899-1900 
Bekoevec Valley. area in the was 30-29 per cent. The percentage of the total area settled, 
omitting permanently-settled estates, for the past ten years is 
given below : 


1890-91 ove see ae ese sce aue eee 16°50 
1891-92 wee eee ive 288 oes eae see 16°92 
1892-93 ake vas see wae vis an she 17°22 
1893-94 ike tee ie ae aoe ace se 17°12 
1894-95 sus wie iss ee vee ow aie 17°19 
1895-96 wes tee see ar ee eee _ 18:40 
1896-97 eee +e ate es tee es oe 18°40 
1897-98 tie ove ote See wee vee e. 18°54 
1898-99 eee eee tee ow toe ase toe 18°67 
1899-1900 eee ove _ ove eee oss oes 1890 


$43, The table below gives the average area and revenue of each class cf estates in the 
Brahmaputra Valley for the past seven years. In this table estates 

ialthe aestimaputra Valley. of estates in towns have been included under the heads under which they 
. have been classified, w/s., &hiva@/, annual and periodic, and 


nisfekhtray, 


pe ee Tp 
Khiraj, annual. | Khiray, periodic. 














Special tenures. Nisf-khiraj. [wast land grants. 













































































. © e . o . © ~ 
g 3 Z [x 2 3 Z & : & 
> > > > 
Year. 2 2 2 8 2 8 e 8 
ts & ; $ & 8 ; 5 ; 5 5 
2 e. © °o. e ©. of . p ©. 
ce | ga) gf | fe] ge | ge] fF | ge] FF | 
sk | 2a fg | fe | £3] be | Ee] Ee | 3 
< < < < < < < < < < 
1 2 3 uw 
Rs. a. p. | Acres. .a.p.| Acres, 
1893-04 oo | 2 3 3 2°00 o7 
1894-95 eee 237 1°95 07 
1895-96 ane oe | 2 6 1 1°86 °7 
1896797 ove - | 2 4 2 1°82 o7 
1897-98 ae ooo | 2 3:10 1°74 o7 
1868-99 ae wf] 2 4 6 1°65 °o 8 
1°69 9 





344, The following statement compares the area and revenue of the different classes of land— 
bast:, rupit, and faringati—assessed at full and half rates during 
half-rates in the Brahmaputra Valley. the past two years : 


Classification of land assessed at fall and 














| Acres. Acres. Acres, Acres, Rs. 
1899-1900 .., aie bere 183,130 1,074,513 560,800 1,818,443 43,49,528 
1898-99. it oe 180,082* 1,036,940* $77,399 1,794,421 42,83,476 
Increase (+) or decrease (—) ... + 3,048 + 37,573 — 16,599 + 24,022 + 66,052 








* Revjeed figures, 
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The following table gives details of increase and decrease in different classes of land for Finance. 


each district : 





District. 


Basti, 











Goalpara (Eastern Duars) 


Kamrup ae ove eee 

Darrang one oes ove tee 
Nowgong «. . oo se 

Sibsagar eas oe 2 
Lakhimour ... . eee oes eas 
Total 











Rupit. Faringati. 

3 4 

Acres. Acres, 
+ 939 + 1,745 
+ 17,026 — 17,807 
+ 4,788 aad 581 
+ 3,967 — 7,653 
+ 6,104 + 3,630 
+ 4,749 + 4,067 
+ 37,573 — 16,599 





The following table shows the proportions of the three classes of ordinary cultivation, v7z., 
basti, ruptt, and faringat:, in each district for the years 1884-85 and 1899-1900: 








District. 
Faringati, 
per cent. 





I 
ey 





Goalpara (Eastern Duars) ... 8°53 62°67 28°88 
Kamrup 9°43 44°70 45°85 
Darrang o 8°30 68°23 23°46 
Nowgong ise wee i oe 6°63 35°19 58°17 
Sibsagar 6°36 57°01 36°61 
Lakhimpur eH eee tos 7°81 54°62 37°55 
Total 5t'02 40°99 


7°98 














ee 





Faringati, 


Basti, 
ce per cent. 


per | Rupit, per 
nt. (cent. 











9°76 65°28 24°95 
9°68 59°07 31°24 
10°04 JOS 19°81 
10°92 55°92 3315, 
10°46 56°15 33°39 
9°46 5t'92 38°62 
a 
10°07 | 59°09 30°84 


The proportions in the division for the past five years are given below: 


Year, 


Basti, Rupit, Faringati, 
1895-96 ees wa ies Bee 9°66 56°86 33°46 
1896-97 are ae -_ tee 9°66 56°36 33°96 
1897-98 977. 56°26 33°97 
1898-99 10°03 57°78 32°17 
1899-1900 one 10°07 59°09 30°84 


345, In Cachar 548 applications for settlement of land for ordinary cultivation under 
Section III of the Settlement Rules were registered during the 
year, against 658 in the preceding year; adding to these 624 


Ordinary settlement in Cachar. 


applications, which remained pending at the beginning of the year, 
tions for disposal amotnted in all to 1,172, 
at the close of the year. 


the total number of applica- 


Of these, 480 were disposed of, leaving 692 pending 


2! 


Land 
Revenue. 
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The statement below shows the settled and unsettled area of the sadr and Hailakandi sub- 
divisions of the Cachar district: 








Area settled, in acres. eg zs 
bo =e ar | 
& i=) ee gs 
5 3 “asd 4 
2 ao 
é i) eV 3s 
Subdivision. rs bo = Seg ws 
. a & S é Sa wn og 
3 > ia Sa aA 
A] & fs °a gine 
b oe Eck aaa 
* 2 2.8 = $2 fee 
F s ef Z B | H28 | bae- 
& 4 am e e 54s ad 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 










Acres. 





Acres. 
346,637 97,288 
122,113 50,769 


Acres. 
















“413,853 
108,718 


Silchar sie Pay ese 1,249,280 
Hailakandi ose 


443,925 391,503 
172,882 51,200 











332,800 











a 


468,750 








1,582,080 148,057 616,807 442,703 522,570 











346, The following table gives details of applications for settlement under Section III of the 
Settlement Rules of lands lying outside the tracts to which zlam 
settlement operations have been extended, and of lands within 
the Langai-Singla disforested area: 


Ordinary settlements in Sylhet. 


1898-99. 1899-1900. 


1. Applications pending when the year began tee ove ove 297 133 

2. Ditto = made during the year oes eae ee: 379 1oz 
3. Number of settlements made during the year aes vor ove 27 56* 

4. Area, inacres_... és vee sea eee ah 109 492* 

5. Revenue assessed, Rs. tee dee Sas oat ae 112 103* 

6. Number of applications made over to the /lam Settlement Officer oes 367 4 

7. Number struck off oie Bes eae ide ate 149 140 

8 Ditto pending when the year closed ... err oss -_ 133 35 


® This is exclusive of 2 leases with an area of 2,331 acres and a revenue of Rs. 2,147 granted for special cultivation. 

One hundred and forty applications were struck off durjng the year from the register of 
applications for periodic leases; of these, annual leases were granted in 52 cases, and 88 were 
removed from the register for various reasons. Thirty-five applications remained pending at the 
close of the year, against 133 at the close of 1898-99. 

The statement below shows the proportion which the settled area bears to the whole area of 
the Sylhet district : 
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Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Jaintia oo oe oe 309,939 203,071 79197 210,248 te 99,691 67°84 
Sylhet Proper ... esa os 3,149,440 2,755,565 32,464 2,788,029 65,800% 295,611 88°52 
Total os one -» | 3,459379 | 2,958,636 39,641 | 2,998,277 65,800 395,302 86°67 








# This is exclusive of 13,000 acres thrown open to settlement,. 
Including the permanently-settled area, the proportion borne by the settled area to the total 
area of the district in 1899-1900 was 86°67, against 86°56 per cent. in the preceding year, 
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I1l.—SOURCES OF IMPERIAL REVENUE OTHER THAN 
LAND. 


SECTION 1. 
SALT. 


347, Leaving out of consideration the Native State of Manipur, the local sources of salt-supply 
are few and unimportant. There are three salt-wells in the Hailakandi subdivision of the Cachar 
district. The year under report was the last of the three years for which they were settled at an 
annual revenue of Rs. 31, which was realised in full. Small quantities of rock salt are imported 
into the Assam Vailey by the Bhutias, but under treaty engagement with the Bhutan Government 
no duties are levied. The Manipur salt-wells gave an increased outturn and brought in a revenue 
of Rs. 8,318 to the Manipur State. 


SECTION 2. 
EXCISE. 


348, The following statement shows the revenue demand under each head of excise for the 


Revenue demand. past five years: 





Head of excise. 1895-96. 1896-97. 1837-98. 18y8-9). 1899-1900, 













Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. 





Country spirits ae vee eos 4,76,463 5,51,784 6,28,420 6,46,189 
Rum— —s 
Wholesale licenses ... tes as 50 50 50 50 
Retail ie ate ace AP 3,961 4,484 10,063 4,819 

: a | _—_—— 7" 
Total Rum was Sus ese 4,011 4,534 10,113 4,869 


mm a fe 





Imported liquors— 

















Wholesale licenses ... eee ove 1,350 1,300 1,300 1,300 
Retail ‘9 a3e oe see 15,515 20,241 16,133 19,442 
Total Imported Liquors: ace sas 16,865  ans4i 17,433 20,742 
Tari es ie ove rn  as7 185 243 
Pachwat ... eee eo tee ick! Satoe. 1,029 1,014 






















Ganja— 
Licenses ... ove fe -_ 1,56,131 175,766 1,76,037 1,88,088 
Duty... see aes one 1,66,679 1,77,086 1,80,022 1,78,780 
Total Ganja tee ise ies 3,22,890. 3,52,852 366,868 
Bhang— aa) oa — 
Licenses ... _ aT) wes oss 60 
Duty... ase tee Be eee ase 
Total Bhang ats ove CF isk 60 
Charas— mar , 
License-fees and duty wee ane oh ate 2,283 
Opium and its compounds— 7a a 
Licenses ... ove >» Ae oe 3,11,499 3:44,108 3,16,901 3,07,954 3,11,857 
Duty... eee ove Sas 15,89,516 15,16,899 15,18,991 15,30,028 14,83,606 








——a 





















Total ees wee ove avs 19,01,015 18,61,007 18,35,892 18,37,982 17,951,457 
Miscellaneous aes ass oe 612 736 553 909 
Grand tctal - on se | 27,23,196 | 27,93,925 | 27,46,382 | 28,77,427 | 28,38,634 
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The total excise revenue of the province for the year 1899-1900 showed a net decrease of 
Rs. 38,793, or 1°34 per cent. as compared with 1898-99, but it was higher than that of any 
preceding year. A decrease took place under the heads rum, pachwai, charas, ganja, and opium, 
the remaining heads showing an increase. 


As compared with 1898-99, all the districts, except Cachar and Sibsagar, showed a decrease 
in revenue. The increase in Cachar was chiefly obtained from country spirits, and that in 
Sibsagar from country spirits and opium. The falling off in revenue of Rs, 14,522 in Kamrup, 
of Rs. 10,757 in the Naga Hills, and of Rs. 8,375 in Sylhet, was Sentributed by all the three 
principal heads of revenue. 


349, Out of the total revenue demand of Rs. 28,38,634 for the year 1899-1900, Rs, 2,12,377 
were realised in advance in 1898-99, leaving Rs. 26,26,257 
. Tecoverable during the year. Of this, Rs. 26,25,005 (including an 
excess collection of Rs, 61) were realised; Rs. 720 remitted, and Rs. 1,067 left outstanding at the 
close of the year. Of the arrear demand of Rs. 1,395, Rs. 799 were collected during the year 
and Rs. 596 remained unadjusted on the 31st March rgoo. In addition to the above ccllections, 
Rs, 2,37,573 were paid in advance on account of the year 1900-1901. ‘Thus, the total collections 
during the year 1899-1900 amounted to Rs. 28,63;377, against Rs. 28,83,856 in 1898-99—a 
decrease of Rs. 20,479, or ‘71 percent. The sanctioned budget estimate of receipts under 
“V.—Excise” for the year 1899-1900 was Rs, 29,00,000, 


Collections. 


350. The charges of the Department for 1899-1900 aggregated Rs. 27,456, against 


Charges. Rs, 21,948 in the preceding year. 


The increase of Rs. 5,508, or 25'09 per cent., in the total expenditure in 1899-1900, as com- 
pared with the preceding year, was due to the payment of larger rewards in excise cases and 
to refunds. The expenditure shown in the above table includes a sum of Rs. 3,120 paid in 
Sylhet and the Assam Valley districts on account of the salary of clerks doing excise work, but 
whose pay is debited to Land Revenue ; Rs. 9,999 was also paid on account of rewards in opium 
cases, and debited against the budget of the Opium Agent, Bihar; a sum of Rs. 360 (excluding 
Rs, 120, being the proportionate share recovered from the Seim of Mylliem) was also paid on 
account of the net cost of the Excise Preventive Police in Shillong, and debited against the budget 
of the Police Department. Excluding these items, aggregating Rs. 13,479, the net charge of the 
Excise Department for the year 1899-1900 comes to Rs. 13,977, as compared with Rs. 10,855 
in 1898-g9—an increase of Rs. 3,122, or 28°76 per cent. 


$51. Gne shop was closed in each of the districts of Kamrup, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, and 
two were removed from the Naga Hills and added to the list of 
the Nowgong district. A new shop was opened in the Dhubri 
sadr subdivision. In Nowgong an old shop, closed in the previous year, was re-opened. The 
total number of shops sanctioned for settlement was 225, against 226 in 1898-99. Of these, 221 
shops were settled, as compared with 218 in 1898-99, and the remainin g four shops were kept 
temporarily closed for want of adequate offers. The country spirit revenue for 1899-1900 was 
the highest on record, exceeding that of the previous year by Rs. 17,769, or 2°75 per cent. 
Keen competition and the break-up of a monopoly in 1898-99 was the cause which led to 
the increase of Rs. 16,089 in Cachar, The increase of Rs. 6,054 in Nowgong resulted mainly from 
the opening of three new shops at the instanceof the Assam-Bengal Railway authorities to meet 
demand of the coolies working onthe railway, Of the districts which showed a falling off, 
the decrease of Rs. 2,761 in Sylhet succeeded a sudden rise in 1898-99. There was a want 
of competition in the North Lakhimpur subdivision on account of combination among the local 
“abkars.” In the Goalpara district competition was slack during the auction sales. In Kamrup, 
where the country spirit revenue has been gradually declining from the year 1895-96, the falling 
off of Rs. 2,228 in the year under report was due, at least partly, to the decrease in the foreign 
population, consequent on the cessation of work on the railways within the district. 


Country spirits. 


Of the total revenue demand of Rs. 6,46,189 for the year 1899-1900, a sum of Rs. 98,963 
was collected in advance in 1898-99, leaving a balance of Rs. 5,47,226 recoverable during the 
year. Of this, Rs. 73 had to be remitted, and Rs. 162 was outstanding at the close of the year. 
The balance, Rs. 5,46,991, together with Rs. 1,16,510 paid in advance on account of the year 
1900-1901, was collected during the year under report. Of the sum of Rs. 225 outstanding at 
the close of the year 1898-99, Rs. 66 were realised, Rs, 117 remitted, and Rs, 42 remained 
outstanding on the 31st March 1900, The total revenue collections of the year thus amounted 


sdniweyy (9) 











URING 1899-1990. 






; 


Ae ae 
; J amphuk ae 7. 
ers 











sindunggqey esesqis ‘Sure ‘rye (v) 


=~ 
S 
~~ 
n 
i 
=a 
o 
= 
2) 
oe 
& 
m 
P 
bl 
p 
< 
Z| 
2 
FA 
3° 
o 
bas 








SECTION : 


Excise. 


oN 











———$—a- 





CHAP. V.] REVENUE AND FINANCE. 129 





to Rs. 6,63,557, as compared with Rs. 6,27,414 in the preceding year, showing an increase of Sgcrioms, 
Rs, 36,152, or 5°76 per cent. due to an increase in the revenue demand as well asto larger 5205,, 
advance collections. The average retail price of a quart bottle of country spirit varied from 

6 annas to Re. 1-4 in the plains districts, and from 8 annas to Re. 1 in the hill districts. A 

special quality of liquor, sometimes distilled in the Cachar district, called “Tul,” is sold for 

Re. 1 to Rs. 2 per quart bottle. 

Efforts were made during the year under review to settle country spirit shops in several 
districts with tea-planters. The attempt was unsuccessful, as in several instances no one came 
forward to take up a license. The upset prices of the shops were probably considered too high 
by the planters to admit of their undertaking what would undoubtedly be a risky experiment 
involving a possible financial logs, 

352, Eleven licenses (one wholesale and ten retail) for the vend of rum were issued in the dis- 

Rum. tricts of Kamrup, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, against 15 in 1898-99. 


The demand on account of license fees for the year was Rs. 4,869, against Rs. 10,113 in 
1898-99, showing a decrease of Rs. 5,244. Although the number of retail licenses showed a 
decrease of only 4, the revenue fell off by Rs. 5,244, or 51°85 percent. This was due less to the 
diminution in the number of licenses than to the return of the shops to their normal prices. 

In 1898-99 prices were inflated by keen competition, and shops fetched their norma] value 
in 1899-1900. No revenue was realised in this province in the form of duty on rum, as the revenue 
obtained from the source is credited to the province from which the rum is exported. 


Of the total revenue demand of Rs. 4,869, Rs. 584 was paid in advance in 1898-99. The 
whole of the balance (Rs. 4,285), together with Rs. 516 as advance for 1900-1901, were collected 
during the year. The total amount of rum imported into Assam by tea-planters and licensed 
vendors was 4,858 gallons in 1899-1900, as compared with 2,929 gallons in 1898-99. The quantity 
imported by tca-planters (4,428 gallons) showed an increase of 1,955 gallons, while that by licensed 
vendors (430) showed a decrease of 26 gallons. The retail price of rum varied from 8 annas to 
Rs, 2 per quart bottle. . 

$58, As in the previous year, 82 licenses were issued for the sale of imported liquors (whole- 

secant sale 26, hotel or public house 7, railway refreshment room 1, and 
general retail 48). The total revenue demand (derived from license 
fees alone) amounted to Rs. 20,742, against Rs. 17,433 in 1898-99, showing an increase of Rs, 3,309, : 
mainly due to the fact that in Cachar and the Assam Valley districts the shops are settled under 
the triennial auction system, and the year 1898-99 being the last year of the past triennial settle- 
ment, ten months’ license fees only were shown as revenue in those districts for the year, while 
the year under report being the first year of the current triennial settlement, fourteen months’ fees 
have been shown as the revenue demand. Of the total demand of Rs, 20,742, a sum of Rs. 3,055 
was collected in advance in 1898-99, leaving Rs. 17,687 to be recovered during the year. Of 
this, Rs. 67 were remitted, and the balance Rs, 17,620, together with Rs, 2,998 paid in advance for 
the year 1900-1901, was collected during the year. Thus, the total collections during the year 
amounted to Rs. 20,618, against Rs. 19,307 in the preceding year. Three general retail licenses 
were cancelled and two surrendered during the year. 
354. Seven licenses (5 for the sale of fresh ¢ari and 2 for that of fermented éay:) were issued 
int in 1899-1g00 for the license fee of Rs. 243, against 5 licenses (3 for 
. fresh and 2 for fermented ¢arz) granted in 1898-99 for Rs. 185, 
showing an increase of Rs. 58 during 1899-1900. 
355, Nine shops for the sale of pachwa: were licensed in 1899-1900 for Rs. 1,014, against 
Pachwai. the same number of licenses in 1898-99 for Rs. 1,029. 
356, Under the orders of the Government of India, conveyed in their letter No, 2841Ex. 
of the 29th June 1897, the experiment of licensing the collection 
Bist: and sale of dhang in selected localities was tried in the plains 
districts of the province, but it did not prove a success, Only one license was taken up in the 
district of Cachar in 1899-1900, as in the previous year, at a monthly license fee of Rs. 5. 
357. Three licenses were taken out in the North Cachar Hills subdivision of the Cachar 
- district, where there was any demand for this drug, against four . 
es in the previous year. There was no competition at the sales, 


and the shops were settled with the old licensees at a nominal fee of Re, 1 each per 
2K 
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‘Suction 2, thensem, in order to check smuggling, and in consideration of the duty which Government would 


“Excise. 


‘derive from the importation of the drug. The whole of the demand of Ra, :2,283 (license fee 
‘Rs. 36 and duty Rs, 2,247) was collected during the year. 3 


858, The total number of shops sanctioned for settlement in the province was reduced 
from 301 in 1898-99 to 299 in 1899-1900, some slight changes 
having been made in the districts of Sylhet, Goalpara, Sibsagar, 
and the Naga Hills. One shop was transferred to Sibsagar from the Naga Hills district, and 
three branch shops in Sibsagar were converted into independent shops—as the privilege hitherto 
allowed to certain licensees of selling the drug in neighbouring A44/s on specified days was 
withdrawn during the year‘under report. Out of the 299 shops thus sanctioned for settlement, 
3,273 were settled during the year, and the remaining 26 shops were kept temporarily closed ‘for 
want of adequate prices. The following statement compares the revenue demand on account of 
ganja under the heads “ Liccnse fee” and “ Duty” for the past two years : 


Ganja. 














License fees. | Duty. 
District, | 
1898-99. 1899-1900. Difference. 1893-99. 1899-1900. Digerence. 
Se eae 
Rs. Rs. Re. Rs. Rs Rs. 

- Cachar see oo 27,992 . 25,516 — 2,476 31,192 33,997 + 2,805 
‘Sylhet ase ius 54,650 54,695 + 45 65,534 61,338 — 4,166. 
Goalpara eee des 15,618 10,801 — 4810 12,864 12,364 — 500 
Kamrup woe al 16,152 15,209 — 943 18,156 16,383 — 1,773 
Darrang ae bes 11,790 9,566 | — 2,224 5,468 | 5,994 Ka 526 
Nowgong one eee 8,470 7,534 — 936 7,891 7,512 — 379 
Sibsagar on we 38,945 37,657 | — 1,288 21,237 22,611 | + 14374 
Lakhimpur ote ous 20,774 25,035 + 4,261 18,497 18:266 — 23 
Naga Hills ove tes 1,276 540 | — 736 918 126 | — 792 
Khasi, a ee 500 500 . one 3Al 189 — 152 
Garo *y, we vee 690 735 | + 45 . — 
Lushai ‘6 one eee eee goo + 300 ove on eee 
Total ... ies a | 1,96,850 1,838,088 — 8,762. 1,82,098 1,78,78u — 3,318 














The total revenue demand under ganja having in 1898-99 reached the highest figure 
ever obtained in this province, showed a decrease of Rs. 12,080, or 3:19 per cent. in 1899- 
1900, The majot portion (Rs. 8,762) of the decrease was under license fees, duty showing | 
a falling off of Rs. 3,318. The high price of ganja prevailing in Rajshahi since the latter 
part of the year 1898-99 did not admit of much profit being made by the licensees, and 
they were discouraged fiom offering high bids at the auction sales for the year under report. 
Enhancement of wholesale price led to a corresponding rise in the price of retail pazja, the 
result of which ‘was that people had recourse to the cheaper qualities of the drug, on which a 
lower duty is paid. This accounts for the decrease in the revenue realised from duty. Although 
the total revenue showed a decrease compared with 1898-99, it was higher than in any previous 
year. The only variations worthy of notice are the decrease of Rs. 5,310 in Goalpara, due 
partly to license fee and partly to duty, and that of Rs. 4,151 in Sylhet, entirely dne to a 
falling off under the head of duty. The total current revenue demand of the year amounted 


‘to Rs. 3,606,868. Of this, Rs. 27,957 was paid in advance in 1898-99, leaving Rs. 3,38,911 


recoverable during the year ander report. Of this amount, Rs. 3,38,622 (including an excess 
lection.of Rs. 55) were realised during the year, and Rs. 344 were outstanding at the close of 


col ; 
Of the arrear demand of Rs. 1,015, Rs. 619 were realised during the year, Rs. 180 


the year. 
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(a) From Re. 1 to Rs. 2-4 
(4) One rupee per 2 to 5 5 
(a) Sibsagar, Lakhim 
(5) Cachar, Kamrup. 
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remitted, and Rs, 216 remaincd outstanding on the 31st March 1900. In addition tothe 
above collections, Rs. 30,603 were paid in advance on account of the settlements for 1900 1901. 
The total revenue collected from ganja in 1899-1900 thus amounted to Ks. 3,69,844, against 
Rs. 3,75,339 in 1898-gg—a decrease of Rs. 5,495, or 1°49 per cent. The total consumption of 
ganja inthe province amounted to 619 maunds 2g seers 4 chhataks, against 618 maunds 16 seers 
12 chhataks in 1898-gg, showing a small increase of : maund 12 seers 8 chhataks; compared with 
1898-99, the districts of Cachar, Goalpara, Darrang, Sibsagar, the Garo Hills, and the Lushai 
Hills showed an increase in consumption, the remaining districts having shown a decrease. 


859. The list of opium shops in the Karimganj subdivision of the Sylhet district was revised 
during the year 18g9-1900, as the number of shops sanctioned 
for that subdivision was found unnecessarily lar,e, and seven shops 
were removed from the list. Three shops were also struck off the list in the Nowgong district, 
the villages in which they were located having been depopulated by sald-dedr. Owing to the 
change in the jurisdiction of the Naga Hills district, 8 out of the g shops in that district were 
transferred, vzs., 3 to Nowgong and 5 to the Golaghat subdivision of the Sibsagar district. The 
total number of shops sanctioned for settlement for the whole province was further reduced from 
805 in 1898+99 to 787 in 1899-1970. Of these, 746 shops were actually settled and 41 shops 
remained temporarily closed for want of adequate bids, 


Opium. 


The revenue demand on account of opium license fees and duty (ner price) during the past 
two years was as detailed in the statement below: 














































District. 
. 13 )9-1500. Didcrence, 1899-1900. 
8 6 
Cachar ... . Ges es 25,791 1y,390 — 6,371 60,277 60,308 + 38 
Sylhet ... see ae 6,703 7,541 + 838 20,839 18,440 — 2,399 
‘Goalpara eee eeu 2,727 2,653 — 74 9.376 10,004 + 628 
Kamrup sie és 28,682 26,290 — 392 1,47,187 1,38,032 - are 
Darrang eee aes 44.172] - 47,820 + 3,648 2.05,912 2,04,003 — 1,909 
Nowgi ng eee a 34,906 37.151 2,13,384 1,98,824 — 14,560 
Sibsagar ote See 61,226 68,625 4, 0,532 4515,106 — 426 
Lakhimpur abe aes 93,55 96,691 4,411,846 4,26,561 — 15,285 
Hill districts a ae 12,219) 15,6/5 12,322 | — 3,353 
Total ... see bee 3,07.954 | 311,857 +15, 30,028 14,83,600 | — 46,428 





Compared with 1898-99, there was a large decrease in the total opium revenue of the 
province, entirely due toa falling off of Rs. 46,428, or 3°13 per cent., under duty, the revenue under 
license fees having shown a small increase of Rs. 3,903, or 1°26 per cent. The increase under 
license fees was contributed by the districts of Sylhet, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar, and Lakhim- 
pur, the remaining districts having shown a decrease. The largest increase (Rs. 7,399) in license 
fees occurred in the Sibsagar district, due to an increase of 6 inthe number of shops, § of which 
were transferred from the Naga Hills district. Cachar, on the other hand, shows the largest 
decrease under license fees (Rs. 6,371), due partly to a decrease in the number of shops settled 
and partly to want of competition. Under Duty, all the districts, except Cachar and Goalpara, 
showed a falling off. In Lakhimpur the decrease of Rs. 15,285 was probably due to the introduc- 
tion of smuggled opium. In Nowgong the duty realised decreased by Rs. 14,560, and in Kamrup 
by Rs. 9,155. In the former district, it was probably due toa decrease in the Assamese population, 
the chief consumers of the drug, and in the latter to smuggling by Marwaris and Nepalese. 


Of the total revenue demand (Rs. 17,95,455) on account of opium, Rs. 81,703 was realised 
in advance in 1848-99, leaving Rs. 17,13,752 recoverable during the year. Of this amount, 
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Rs. 243 were remitted and Rs. 489 were outstanding at the close of the year, and the balance 
of Rs, 17,13,021, together with an advance collection of Rs. 86,485 and an excess collection 
of Rs. 70 for the year 1900-1901, was realised during the year. Of the amount of Rs. 155 
outstanding from the previous year, Rs. 114 were collected and the balance Rs. 41 remitted. 
Thus, the total collections on account of opium in 1899-1900 amounted to Rs. 17,99,630, as 
compared with Rs. 18,48,619 in 1898-99—a decrease of Rs, 48,929, or 2°72 per cent., chiefly due 
to decreased collection under duty. 


The consumption of opium during the past five years in the five Assam Valley districts, to 
which the bulk of the consumption is confined, is shown in the statement below: 























Increase or 
decrease ia 
District. ; 1895-95. 18 76-97- . 1898-99. 1599" aon ae 
with 1898-99. 
1 a 3 8 ? 

Mds. Mds. Mads, Mas. 

Kamrup wes sa0 * See 145 142} 129 —8 
Darrang _ ioe se 178} 180} 180} — 1} 

/ 

Nowgong see _ ies 213% 200 1753 — 74 

Sibsagar see eee aoe 370} 248} 3634 +5 
Lakhimpur wae wee _ 355 345 3874 —13} 
Total eee _ rie eae 1,26 33 1,2168 1,228} 1,236} 1,21} —25} 











The total consumption of opium in the province in 1899-1900 was 1,301 maunds 16 seers 
2 chhataks, against 1,342 maunds 5 seers 6 chhataks—a net decrease of 40 maunds 29 seers and 
4 chhataks. There was a decline in consumption in all districts, except Cachar, Goalpara, Sibsagar, 
and the Garo Hills. 


360. The following statement shows the number of persons prosecuted and convicted for 


‘‘Olkcaces agulast ts ice awa: breaches of the excise and opium laws in the past two years: 

















Persons arrested, Persons convicted. Fines imposed. Fines realised. 


1898-99. | 1899-1900. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900. 1898-99. { 1899-1900. 























1 | 2 | 3 | 4 5 9 
Rs 
Surma Valley districts res eee 116 103 85 86 | 2,030 1,869 
Assam __,, " oes ss 354 304 278 333 | 7.553 8,060 
Hill districts... eos sue 77 59 67 56 | 1,233 419 
Total tee ues _ 430 | 475 | 10,816 


Although there was an increase in the total number of prosecutions as compared with 1898-99, 
most of the cases were of a petty nature. Three cases of illicit poppy cultivation were 
detected during the year (one in each of the districts of Nowgong, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur) and 
ten cases of opium smuggling. In the Khasi Hills an important case of smuggling was successfully 
prosecuted. A batch of 11 Nepalese, alleged to be coming from Manipur, brought a large quantity 
of opium. They were caught with 4 scers 6} chhataks of opium, sent up for trial, and sentenced to 
fine and imprisonment. The opium on being examined by the Chemical Examiner was declared 
to be Adkar# opium. Of the total number of cases brought to trial during the year, conviction 
was obtained in 445 cases, or 88°12 percent., and fines were imposed to the extent of Rg. 11 1875, 
of which Rs, 11,448 were realised. The total amount of fines distributed in rewards was 
Rs. 7,698, or 67°83 per cent. of the realisations. 
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SECTION 3. 
STAMPS, 
861. The revenue of the year 1899-1900 was realised under the Indian Stamp Act (II of Sscriow 3. 
Sources of revenue. 1899) and the Court-Fees Act (VII cf 1870). Stamps. 


362. The gross receipts from the sale of all kinds of stamps used under these two Acts, 
and of plain paper used with adhesive court-fee stamps, together 
with duty and penalty paid under sections 35, 40, and 41 of the 
Indian Stamp Act,and other miscellaneous receipts, amounted to Ks. 9,27,111, as compared 
with Rs, 9,67,779 in the year 1898-99, or a decrease of Rs, 40,668. The sanctioned budget 
estimate of receipts under the head “ IV.—Stamps” for 1899-1900 was Rs. 9,70,000, but the 
actual collections fell short of the budget estimate by Rs. 42,889. The table below shows 
separately the revenue realised under the Indian Stamp Act and the Court-Fees Act for 1874-75 
and every fifth year since, and for the past two years. Of the total revenue of the past year, 
25°71 per cent. was realised under the Indian Stamp Act and 74'ag per cent. under the Court- 
Fees Act : 


Gross receipts. 










Revenue under the 
Court-Fees Act (VII of 
1870). 


Revenue under the 


Star p Act (II of Total revenue. 
1899). 

























1874-75 one oe ‘ese on 1,38,795 3,35,827 4,74,622 
1879-80 _ _ ae oe 2,13,861 3,906,482 6,10,343 
1884-85 an aee ‘ - 2,11,688 5,60,870 7:72,558 
1889-90 ae : 2,12,890 §,90,138 03,033 
1894-95 re sae ~ 2,34,070 585,149 8,19,219 
1898-99 . o ° . 2,50,951* 7:16,828* 9,67,779 

. 2,38,405 9,27, 111 







® Revised figures, 


The revenue was, however, considerably higher than that of any year before 1898-99. 
Receipts under the Stamp Act fell from Rs, 2,50,951 in 1898-99 to Rs. 2,38,405, and under the 
Court-Fees Act from Rs. 7,16,828 to Rs. 6,88,706, The following statement compares separately 
the revenue derived under the Indian Stamp Act and the Court-Fees Act in each district 
of the province during 1898-99 and 1899-1900 : 


























Receipts 
District. Under the Indian Stamp | Under the Court-Fees Act, Total: 
; Act, Il of 1899. VII of 1870. 
1898-99. 1899-1900. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900. 1898-99. | 1899-1900. 
a ne ee Oe 
: aes eee 

| Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. 
Cachar oo eas ass 275393 25,681 64,175 63,169 91,568 §8,850 
Sylhet 8s wie es 1,40,206 1,30,605 4,08,646 3,83,204 5,48,852 5,113,809 
Goalpara ase | 12,324 11,544 36,522 36,546 48,846 48,090 
Kamrup oii wi aed 16,512 15,332 56,144 Go,204 72,656 751536 
Darrang on ose a | 6,753 6,595 30,442 29,132 375195 35,727 
Nowgong | 4,816 4,661 22,339 21,380 27,155 26,041 © 
Sibsagar sea as an 16,619 16,442 48,733 551724 65,352 72,166 
Lakhimpur 225771 24,029 43,504 31,416 , 66,275 55,448 
Naga Hills ooo ove ae | 310 276 885 1,310 1,195 1,586 
Khasi _,, ove | 23808, 2,493 3,915* 55174 6,295 | 7,667 
Garo ,, wae oe es 697 ! 585 408 835 1,105 1,420 
Manipur tee a aut 170 162 1,115 609 1,285 771 
Total a oes | 2,§0,951* 238,405 916,828 6 88 706 f° ibiaie: aie 





* Revised figures, 


2L 
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Stamps. 
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The falling off of Rs. 12,546, or 5°26 per cent., in the receipts under the Indian Stamp Act 
was mainly due to the decrease of Rs. 15,121 under “ Impressed stamps.” The decrease was 
more marked in the districts of Cachar and Sylhet. In the former district it was due to the 
increased prosperity which the district enjoyed and consequent reduction of the number of loan 
transactions, and in the latter to the dearth of money in the district owing to the dullness in the rice 
market. Kamrup also showed a decrease of Rs, 1,243 under “ Impressed stamps, ” mainly on account 
of the falling off in the transactions by the railway and other contractors. Of the total decrease 
of Rs. 28,122, or 4°08 per cent., in the receipts under the “Court-Fees Act,” there was a decrease 
of Rs, 29,061 under “ Judicial or court-fee stamps,” for which the districts of Cachar, Sylhet, 
Darrang, Nowgong, Lakhimpur, and Manipur were responsible, the remaining districts having 
shown an increase. The decrease of Rs. 11,968 in Lakhimpur was due partly to the decreased 
sale of one-rupee adhesive court-fee stamps for dakijai cases during the year under report. 


363. The total revenue derived from the sale of document stamps amounted to Rs. 2,09,414, 
as compared with Rs. 2,24,535 in 1898-99, showing a decrease 
of Rs. 15,121, or 7°22 per cent. The diminished sale of impressed 
stamps was due to the good harvest, the: people having less occasion to sell their landsor to 
resort to money-lenders, 

364. During the year 1899-1900, the total sale of one-anna revenue stamps amounted to 
Rs. 16,428, against Rs, 15,311 in 1898-99, showing an increase of 
Rs, 1,117, due nfainly tothe stamping of all cheques drawn on the 
Marwari merchants in the Lakhimpur district, who carry on a regular banking business, 

865. As in previous years, these stamps were sold in the two Surma Valley districts only. 
The total sales in 1899-1900 amounted to Rs, 225, against 
Rs. 264 in 1898-99. 

366. There was a small increase of Rs. 81 in the sale of other general stamps, the total 
receipts amounting to Rs, 6,645, as compared with Rs, 6,564 in 
1898-99. 

367. The total realisations on account of the saleof Hundi stamps was Rs. 526, against 
Rs, 258 in the previous year. In Goalpara alone, there was an 
increase of Rs, 249, due to the good market obtained Ly the 


Document stamps. 


One-anna revenue stamps. 


Other sorts of adhesive stamps. 


Other general stamps. 


Hundi stamps. 


merchants for jute and mustard, 

368. Penalties realised by civil courts and by Collectors under sections 35 and 40 of 
the Stamp Act amounted to Rs. 1,662 in 249 cases and Re. 1,945 
in 291 cases, respectively, as compared with Rs. 1,364 in 215 
cases and Rs, 2,249 in 264 cases in the previous year. 


369. The revenue derived from the sale of stamps for copies amounted to Rs. 34,640, against 
Rs. 33,252 in 1898-99, showing an increase of Rs. 1,388. 


Miscellaneous receipts. 


Stamps for copies. 
370. The net decrease under this head amounted to Rs. 442, for which all the districts, 


fee aes per used with adhesive court- 6 -ent Cachar and the hill districts, were responsible. 
ee si ° 


971. The total charges on account of discount and commission allowed on the sale of non- 
judicial stamps amounted in 1899-1900 to Rs. 7,260, against 
Rs. 7,632 in the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 372, 
which was the natural result of decrease in the sales. The discount allowed on the sale of 
judicial stamps, including “ stamps for copies” and “ plain paper used with adhesive court-fee 
stamps,” likewise showed a decrease of Rs. 222, the figures for the two years 1898-99 and 1899- 
1900 being Rs. 10,771 and Rs, 10,549, respectively, The total expenditure of the Department, 
including refunds and contingencies, amounted to Rs. 23,935, against Rs. 23,162, showing an 
increase of Rs. 773, due entirely to larger expenditure under refund and contingencies. Under 
the latter, there was an unusual expenditure of*Rs. 467 caused by the purchase of a stamping 
machine for Gauhati from the Mint Master, Calcutta. 

372. The total refunds made under the provisions of the Indian Stamp Act and the Court- 
Fees Act amounted to Rs. 5,426, against Rs. 4,338 in the previous 
Retenns: year, showing an increase of Rs. 1,088; Rs. 2,007 were refunded 

t and Rs. 3,419 under the Court-Fees Act. 


District charges. 


under the Indian Stamp Ac 
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878. Deducting the total charges paid in cash (including refunds) from the gross revenue Section 3. 
collections under stamps, the net revenue of the past two years is ‘Stamps. 


Net revenue. noted below: 


139%99. 1899-1900, 

Rs. Rs, 

Gross revenue ss. a oes eo tee 9,57,779* 9,27,111 
Deduct—District charges ove ies sa eee 23,162* 23,935 
Net revenue eee aus ove eee ae 944,617 9,03,176 


* Revised. 


If tothe cash payment of Rs. 23,935 the cost of stamps and plain paper, amounting to 
Rs, 16,911-4-4, supplied during the year from the Central Stores in Calcutta to the local depéts 
in this province, which was adjusted by book debit, be added, the total expenditure of the 
Department amounted to Rs. 40,846-4-4, against Rs. 42,649 in 1898-99, and the net revenue 
reduced to Rs. 8,86,264-11-8, as compared with Rs. 9,25,130 in the preceding year. 

Under the orders of the Government of India in the Department of Finance and Commerce, 
contained in the Resolution No. 299,.dated the 3oth April 1879, the following table is given, 
showing separately the receipts on account of non-judicial and judicial stamps and the district 
charges paid in cash and the net revenue under each head ; 


Non-judicial stamps. Judicial stamps. 


Rs, Rs, 
Gross revenue ooo ooo oe eee eee 2,38,405 6,88,706 
Deduct—District charges (including refunds) ss sis 9,367 14,568 
Net revenue ooo one eee ave erry 2,209,038 6,74,138 


374. The following statement shows separately the receipts in each district from the sale 
Qidinary and service postage labels Of ordinary and service postage stamps and telegraph stamps 
during the past two years : 


and telegraph stamps. 









Ordinary postage 
stamps. 





Service labe]s. Telegraph stamps. Total. 





District. Increase. | Decrease, 











«| 1898-99. 2-100. 





















































1 | 2 | 3 | 4 
Rs. Rs, Rs. 

Cachar on 45,149 | 41,551 3,343 575354. | 54,585 2,769 
Sylhet on 65,484 | 65,433 8,417 78,581 78,928 
Goalpara «| 16,947 | 16,777 2,294 25,656 | 25,732 “ 
Kamrup oe 151174 14,521 35173 25,821 26,644 
Darrang ae 25,073 24,340 2,958 33,658 33234 44 
Nowgong a 14,218 14,883 1,137 16,021 16,229 He 
Sibsagar oe | 49,397 | 51,418 45434 62,658 | 63,553 ie 
Lakhimpur toe 40,874 44,051 3,925 §2,607 575304 a 
Naga Hills oF ek 4,809 8,767 1,303 9,137 10,137 ee 
Khasi__,, wee 16,765 15,047 11,785 40,338 39,972 , 366 
Garo yy on 1,119 1,284 589 1,708 1,911 
Manipur eos 6,162 6,783 503 10,255 10,956 
Lushai a 3,646 6,627 283 31929 7,069 

























Total see | 3907;817 | 3,191,481 44144 65,762 





45,077 41171723 | 4,26,254 








oe 


SECTION 5. 


—: 


Lae. 
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The receipts from the sale of ordinary and service postage stamps and telegraph stamps 
during the year 1899-1900 show a general increase under each head, as compared with 1898-99. 
The general increase under ordinary postage labels is ascribed to the spread of education, The 
districts of Cachar, Sylhet, Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang, and the Khasi Hills show a decrease, In 
Cachar and the Khasi Hills it was due, ina great mezsure, to the abolition of the Settlement 
Office in the former and the removal of the Railway offices to Chittagong in the latter. In 
Kamrup the decrease occurred chiefly in the Barpeta subdivision, and is attributed to the 
stoppage of private business during the flood. The increase under the head “Service labels’ 
was general, Under “ Telegraph stamps ”’ the districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Lakhimpur, and the 
Khasi Hills show a marked increase. In the first three it was chiefly due to the extra work 
necessitated by the visit of His Excellency the Viceroy during the latter part of the year, and in 
the Khasi Hills partly to the above cause, but more particularly to the Mishmi expedition and the 
movement of troops during the year. . 

875. Seventy-one prosecutions were instituted for offences against the stamp laws, as 

compared with 47 in the preceding year. Of the 79 persons 


BP ticns. : . 
acu proceeded against, 71 were convicted and fined, amounts 


| aggregating Rs. 137. One case was pending at the close of the year. Theresults show a great 


improvement over previous years, and indicate that more attention is being paid towards the 
enforcement of the provisions of the stamp laws, The following statement shows the details of 


the prosecutions in the province: 


Number of persons Amonnt of fine ; 
Remarks. 


Prosecuted, Convicted. imposed, _ Realiseds 
Rs. Rs. 
79 71 137 137 «. One case remained pending in Kamrup at the 


close of the year. 

$76. There were 215 licensed stamp vendors in the province in 1899-1900, against 195 in 
1898-99. Of these, 105 were in Sylhet and 33 in Kamrup, no other 

district having more than 16. 
377. The number of postmasters, sub-postmasters, and branch postmasters who sold one-anna 
revenue stamps to the public was 289, and the amount of sale of 
ee sold such stamps effected by them Rs, 10,406, against 290 and Rs, 10,740, 
respectively, in the previous year. Stamps to the value of over 
Rs, 1,000 were sold in each of the districts of Cachar, Sylhet, Nowgong, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, 


Licensed stamp vendors. 


SECTION 4. 


ELEPHANTS. a 

$78. With the sanction of the Government of India, the elephant mahals in Kamrup, Nowgong, 
Sibsagar, Naga Hills, and Jaintia Hills, numbering 19, were allotted to the Khedda Department 
in exchange for the clephant reserves in the Cachar and Sylhet districts, and a sum of Rs, 5,000 
was assigned to the Assam Provincial Revenues on account of the loss due to the transfer. 
Only 11 mahals were worked in the Assam Valley. The license fees (Rs. 10,390) and royalty 
Rs. 13,000) obtained from these mahats amounted to Rs, 23,390, as compared with Rs, 19,850 in 
1898-99. The increase both in license fees and royalty was due to two maha/s in Goalpara 
having been worked after their period of rest, Compared with 1897-98, the revenue from elephant 
nakals, including royalty, shows a large decrease during the past two years (Rs. 17,269 and 
Rs. 18,714) due to the transfer of certain elephant mahals to the Khedda Department mentioned 
above. The number of elephants caught was 176, against 213 in the previous year, and it was 
distributed as below :—Goalpara 32, Kamrup 9, Darrang 4, Lakhimpur 72, and Khasi Hills 59. 
The operations of the Khedda Department are not included. 


SECTION 5. 


LAC. 

379. Lac occurs in various places in the forests of Assam and is reared in most of the "districts 
in the province, Kamrup and the northern parts of the Khasi and the Garo Hills bordering 
on the Brahmaputra Valley being at present the chief places of its cultivation. A small quantity 
is also brought in every year by Bhutias to the Darranga and Subankhatta fairs. In 1899-1900, 
15,230 maunds (Surma Valley 32, maunds and Brahmaputra Valley 15,198 maunds) were ex~- 
ported, against 14,494 maunds (Surma Valley gt maunds and Brahmaputra Valley 14,403 maunds) 
in 1898-99. In Sylhet and Sibsagar districts lac-ware is manufactured in small quantities. 
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SECTION 6. 
RUBBER, ' 


$80. The following table shows the outturn of home and foreign rubber and the revenue 
derived therefrom during the year 1899-1900 and the preceding year : 





Home rubber, 


| Foreign rubber. Total, 

















Differ. 
ence. 


Division. 

















Cachar use oes 8a $82 359 | 3,501 8, | 1,003 499 | 4,910 166 | 2,98; 8.01 +503 
Gonlpara 38 337 16 186 33 ‘337 186 1a 
Kamrup oo 9 10§ oe 34 45 go] 1,083 43 $13 1,083 +47 
Darrang 205 | 8,683 223*| 27,367 | 1,244 | ¥4)728 | 1,948 | 173:6] 1,470! 23,621 44/743 +221 
Nowgong 9 81 60 924 UT] 8: 734 +53 
Sibsagar sas oa Bea aa 1 24 287 10 119 9 113 10 120 40 +23 
Lakhimpur .. oe eee os on ed 1,810 | 21,717 | 2,8:4 34,345 1,810 | a¢,717 34,343 | +1,034 
Khasi aod Jaintia Hills 85 ‘ios 138 | 1,86 e oe a one 85 | 1,0:2 1,896 +73 

389 | 10,874 7°4| 33:37$ | 3210 | 3%511 | 4,836 | 58,013 | 3,599 49.388 $.$4° | 91,383 | +1.741 

















* Includes nearly 38 maunds extracted by Government agency from the Charduar plantation in the Uarrang division during 18,8-99, for 
which Rs. 8,249 were realised and credited In 18,9-1900, and excludes 56 maunds obtained in the satne manner in 189;-1500, but not sold until 
after the close of the year. 


The actual outturn of home and foreign vilibee during the past two years, considered apart 
from the revenue derived therefrom, is shown below : 











1898-99. 1899-1900, 

Quantity. Value. Quantite, Value. 

Mas, ka Mds, Rs. 

12,920 19,64 
Home rubber sae ove 426 { } 742 { ? 

6,200* 16,go0* J 

Foreign ,, te on 3,210 38,511 4,816 58,013 
Total es ve on 3,636 57,63 5,558 94,562 





® Sale-proceeds of rubber mahal in the Darrang divisto., 

The total outturn of the year was 5,558 maunds, against 3,636 maunds of the previous year, 
representing an increase of 316 maunds under home and of 1,606 maunds under foreign produce, 
This increase occurred in all divisions, except Goalpara, and was sp-cially marked in Cachar, 
Darrang, and Lakhimpur, owing, in Cachar, to the opening of the Manipur forests to trade, and 
in Darrang and Lakhimpur, to the stimulating influence of the great rise in prices and the settle- 
ment of disquiet on the Mishmi border. 

The sources from which the foreign rubber was imported during the past two years, as well 
is the quantity so imported, are shown below: 





1898-99. 1899 T9009. 
Mus. Mds, 
Manipur eee ses -_ 84 409 
Bhutan aa aoe dee ees 541 406 
Dafla and Aka Hills ide vay ase 765 1,148 
- Naga, Mishmi, and other risighiiouring hills -_ seh 1,820 2,853 
Total ace bee’ eee _ 3,710 4,816 


Section 5, 


Rubber. 
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SECTION 7. 
THE INCOME TAX ACT, II or 1886. 


Section 7. $81. The agency employed and the procedure fullowed in the assessment of the tax were the 
same as in previous years. With the exception of Government 
servants and employés under local authorities, the assessees under 
Part I of the Act consisted for the most part, of the employés of Tea Companies and of the 
Assam-Bengal Railway Company. The tax assessed on the salaries of the employés of the 
Assam-Bengal Railway Company was collected by the Chief Auditor of the Railway, With the 
transfer of the headquarters of the Railway from Shillong to Chittagong, the loss of the tax 
assessed on the salaries of employés of the Company had to be met by the Administration. The 
question was raised by the Government of Bengal, and though the Chief Commissioner was unable 
to resist the claims put forward, he referred the matter to the Government of India, whose orders 
were received after the close of the year. 

As in previous years, assessments under Part IV of the Act in the Assam Valley districts 
were revised chiefly on information supplied by tahsildars and mauzadars. In the Surma Valley 
assessments were revised by Extra Assistant Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers, 

982. [he following is a summary of the financial results of the last fourteen years : 


Gross and net receipts. 


Income Tax. System of assessment and revision. 


Gross receipts. Net receipts, 


Rs. Rs. 
1886-87 one eee ose os bas eee 1,93.097 1,87,163 
1887-88 aes wee set aes ee ose 2,20,008 2,16,804 
1888-89 ae eee sae ase ci sea 2,14,4°6 2,12,993 
188y-90 oes eee wee eve eos eee 2,20,059 2,18,397 
1890-91 oes one _ ooo oes + eee 2,14,662 2,12,975 
1891-92 see aus ove ose aes “see 2,20,985 2,18,711 
1892-93 “ifs eee ose ase ove one 2,26,311 2,24,895 
1893-94 ae fae as eee sae ove 2,60,631 2,59, 115 
1894-95 sae as aoe toe eee 0% 2,73,868 2,72,018 
1895-90 aos oes one wee ae eee 3,03, 143 3,00, 189 
1896-97 eee eee eee rrr ace ass 2,99,027 2,906,913, 
1897-98 wwe oad Sc a ci 25 3,05,877 3,03,004 
1898-99 eas ase: ae eee _ vee 3,23,520 3,21,343 
1899-1900... one on oe oe te 3,27,059 3,24,468 


Receipts have increased by more than 73 per cent. within the last fourteen years. Both 
the gross and the net receipts were the largest ever obtained in the province, though the proportion 
of increase is lower than it has been for many years past. The improvement was mainly due 
to the increased business done by traders, and partly to the better realisation of arrears of 


previous years. 
383. The following statement shows the total assessment and collection of the tax under all 
Parts of the Act. It excludes advance collections made in 189%-g9 
p. Totalinssconmeent $00 collection of tax on account of the year under report, but includes advance collections 
for 1900-1901 : 














Demand. | Collections, 
District. : 
Current, | Arrear, Total. Current. Arrear, Total. 

Cachar « ss ois see 36,120 K 32, 305 
Sylhet... aoe eee oe 73,748 6 73,253 
Goalpara... we oo on 20,304 6,8 20,347 
Kamrup .. oe ove one 16,338 16,020 
Darrang ... ove ose ose 20 94! 20,522 
Nowgong ... ne on a 9,668 8,349 
Sibsagar ... one ove eee 42,989 , ’ 39,898 
Lakhimpur oo ave “ 495796 46,078 
Nag: a Hills eve eee 3,030 2,798 
Khesi and Jaintia Hills i ee 14,945 | 314,756 
Garo Hills . one oe 1,863 6 ; 1,785 
Forest Department ..- oe oes 2,593 2,593 
Manipur eee eee ove soe 831 eee 83 
Aijal eae ngese eee “ eee 2,270 es i 2,370 
Assam-Bengal Railway oes eee 24,457 ” 24,457 
Total eee ooo eee "pee 3,26,083 
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The total collections for the province amounted to Rs. 3,23,862, against Rs. 3,21,453, show- 
ing an increase of Rs. 2,409. The largest increase (Rs. 3,332), compared with the preceding 
year, took place in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills district, and the greatest decrease (Rs. 4,255) in 
Cachar. The increase in the former district was due to the large profits made by a trader in 
limestone, and the falling off in the latter district was mainly due to the diminished earnings of 
the contractors and sub-contractors working on the Assam-Bengal Railway. . 

384. The following statement shows, in an abstract form, the collections under the several 

sources, excluding penalties and fines, and the percentage which 


SPREE ee COTE each source bears to the total collections, as compared with 1898-99: 





Percentage to 
total tax. 


Number of assessees. Amount of tax. 











Part I~ 
Salaries, etc., paid by Government 
Ditto Local authorities... 





Ditto Companies, sec- 


4 1,00;775 98,607 | —2,168 
_ ting (1). 






Ditto Companies, sec- 
tion 9(2). 





40,050 49,249 | + 199 












Total Part I sie se 1,87,238 | 1,85,946 





Part I1.—Profits of Companies 1,056 1,535 | + 469 


387 + 106 













»> [1]—Interest on securities “as 281 


vy 1V.—Other sources 





1,32,878 | 1,36,004 | +3,126 








Grand total 





+49 | 3:21,453 | 3,23,862 | +2,409 








Section 7. 


Income Tax. 


Excluding the tax on salaries, etc., paid by Government, the initial assessment under Part I 


stood at Rs. 1,43,453 On 2,490 persons, against Rs. 1,48,254 on 2,615 persons in the previous year ; 
after revision the figures stood at Rs. 1,42,174 on 2,448 persons, against Rs. 1,43,779 on 2,645 
personsin 1898-99. The falling off in the final demand was due to a decrease in the number of 
employés of the Assam-Sengal Railway. 

No assessees compounded for the payment of tax during the year under report. 

The demand under Part H amounted to Rs. 1,525, against Rs, 1,056 in the previous year. 
The increase was mainly due to the assessment made during the year of a small Company in 
the Lakhimpur district, which contributed nothing in the preceding year, as it worked at a 

loss, The whole demand was realised during the year. 

Rupees 387 were assessed and realised on account of interest on securities, against Rs. 281 
in the previous year. 

The total collections under Part IV (including arrears, advances for future years, and 
penalties) amounted to Rs. 1,38,493, or 42°34 per cent. of the total realisations under the Act, 
against Rs, 1,34,840, or 41°68 per cent., inthe preceding year, showing an increase of Rs, 3,653, or 
2°70 per cent. over the total of 1898-99. The table below compares the total collections under 
Part IV in the Assam and Surma Valleys and hill districts separately for the past two years : 


Tax under Part IV. Lidl ba iti ‘dha 
1298-99 1899-1900. 1898-99. a8g91goo. 

Rs Rs. 
Assam Valley oa oes ase 67,686 70,760 20°92 21°63 
Sorma_, ove ove eee 61,267 58,492 18 og 17°88 
Hill districts os ais ae 5,887 9,241 1°82 2°82 





Total tee gee eee ooo : 1,34,840 i 138,493 4068 42°34 
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SECTION 7. 885. In Darrang penalties to the extent of Rs. 296 were imposed, under section 30 of the Act, 
Sa’ on seven assessees, including one European tea-garden employé, on 
Tacome Tax. Fines and penalties. 


whom a penalty of Rs. 250 was imposed. The Commissioner, 

Assam Valley Districts, recorded his opinion that the imposition of this fine acted as a deterrent 

against wilful default. His case was remanded on appeal to the Deputy Commissioner, who 

reduced the fine to Rs. 125. In Sibsagar penalties to the amount of Rs. 293, v/z., Rs. 10 io 

the sade and Rs. 283 in the Jorhat subdivision, were imposed, under section 30, on 36 assessees 

and in Dibrugarh a penalty of Rs. 10 was imposed, under section 34 of the Act, on one assessee. 
The details of penalties imposed are given below : 


—_——- 





Part I, | Part IV, 











District. Number of Namber of 2 
persons. of Amount Amount Rersons: 08 Amount A 
whom : whom mount 
penalties Imposed. collected. penalties imposed. collected. 
were imposed, were imposed. 





eeciee wa es ee 
aie oe _ oe wer 





oalpara .. see ove oes 
Darrang ... ae ie ore 
Nowgong... ae ae or ae 
Sibsagar ... see eee ave 
Lakhimpur as on tee 
Total ooo eee eee eee 
Total demand ves se se i ee (Rs. 676+2,501)=3,177 
» collections ase eee ove eee (4 676+2,480)= 3,156 


The total demand for 1898-99 was Rs. 2,145 nt the total collection Rs. 2,067. 
386. [he following is a comparative statement of the revisional work of the Collectors for 


Revision by Collector. the last two years for the whole province: 


Total number | Number of Petitions Assessme Enti 
of assessees, | objections, tejected, peluced ceanpeea: dicporet 


disposal. 





° Excludes 4 cases pending at the close of 1897-98. 

t » 6 « ai is »» 1298-9 + 
387. Deputy Commissioners in Assam have been vested with the powers of a Commissioner for 
the purpose of revising the orders passed by Subdivisional Officers 
and other officers specially empowered by Collectors under the 
Act. Of 829 persons whose petitions were either rejected or only partially granted by the Collector, 
82 filed applications for revision before the Deputy Commissioner as Commissioner under the 
Act. The table below compares the results of such applications for 1898-99 and 1899-1900 : 
ey 


Revision by Commissioner. 





: Number of Number Aseessment Assi t 
oo applications, tejected, modified. canceled. Peodiog 
eR ge eee Y 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 
SS a 
1898-99... is des Se 58* 25 12 16 9 
1899-1900 «.. on oes ove 8at 29 38 19 


* Excludeq 4 cases pending at the close of 1897-98- 
t ry 9 ” o cad 3898-99- 
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Seven appeals were preferred to the Commissioner, Assam Valley Districts, against six in 
the preceding year, of which two were from Goalpara, two from Kamrup, and one each from 
Darrang, Nowgeng, and Sibsagar. Three appeals were rejected, one was remanded for retrial ; 
in one case the ass-ssment was reduced, snd in arother it was cancelled. The seventh appeal 
was from the orders of the Extra Assistant Commissioner, Nowgong, and was forwarded to the 
Deputy Commissioner, the proper appellate court, for disposal. One appeal from the Khasi and 
Jaintia Hills preferred to the Chief Commissioner was dismissed. 

388. There was one prosecution under section 34 of the Act inthe Lakhimpur district resulting 


Prosecutions and coercive processes. in a fine of Rs, 10. 


The following abstract gives the comparative statistics of processes issued on defaulters 
during the past two years: 





Increase 
1898-99. 1839-1900. or 
decrease, 
Number of precesses issued ve soe vee 39425 2,906 — 519 
Number of cases in which moveable property was attached... 348 460 + 112 
Number of cases in which moveable property was sold eee 32 59 + 27 
Number of cases in which immoveable property was attached ... 1 4 + 3 
Number of cases in which immoveable property was sold ... I 2 + 1 
epevaiture. 389. The figures of expenditure for the past two years are 
compared below : 
Increase + 
1898-99. 1999-1900. hehe: 
Rs. Re. Rs, 
Establishment see a eve ee 1,012 1,020 + 8 
Travelling allowance ove see eee 41 25 —16 
Commission eee a wee ove 857 924 +67 * 
Contingencies aa See ees sae 39 33 — 6 
Total... ste see Sea eee 1,949 2,002 +33 








The expenditure incurred in realising the tax in this province is small, and amounts to 
only ‘61 per cent. of the total amount realised. 
890. The refunds made during the year amounted to Rs. 800, against Rs. 228 in the previous 


Refunds year, or an increase of Rs. 581. 


391. The statement below gives an abstract of the classification, together with the proportion 
of assessees belongingto each class and of the amount of tax paid 


Cessheso eae by each class to total collections: 








Percentaze of Percentage of 
j Number of ae 
Ses scene (| ARR ee eae) cu 
I | 3 | 8 | 4 8 
a  — 
Rs, 
Jaries, etc., paid by Government cee 968 46,028 10°23 14°21 
_ “Ditto "iitto 4 Local authorities eee 83 1,062 83 33 
Ditto ditto Companies oes 2,768 1,38,856 29°26 42°8 
Profits of Companies — axe eee Re 7 1,525 07 47 
Interest on securities... woe ane Fret 387 oe 2 2 
Professions... bois see es 13 15,056 7°54 4°65 
Commerce Se Se se 2,622 66,637 208 a 
. _ tee eee mit 1,417 "17 . 
ana oe vis wee sus 1,796 37,310 1899} - 11°52 
Manufacture ... on toe oes 122 1,673 1:29 ‘51 
Property eae oes aoe eee 145 10,544 1°53 3°26 
Miscellaneous one eee tos : 124 3,367 1°32 1°03 
Total ce wee ove see 9,459 3,23,862 100 100 





The classes which yielded the bulk of the tax were, as in previous years, (1) salaries, 


etc., paid by Companies, (2) commerce, (3) salaries, etc., paid by Government, and (4) trade. 
: 2N 


SEcTION 7. 
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Income Tax 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Vital Statistics and Medical Services. 
SECTION 1. 
BIRTHS AND DEATHS, 


392, There was no change during the year in the areas in which vital statistics were registered, 

Births and area of registration of births and and the birth and desth-rates. “were calculated, as usual, on 
Deaths. deaths. the population according to the census of 18ot : 

393. The number of births and deaths registered during 1898 and 1899 and the birth and 

death-rates per mille of the population in the different ‘districts 


SECTION I. 





Statistics of births and deaths regis- 


tered. in the two valleys and the hill districts are shown in the following 
tables 
Ratio of births | Ratio of deaths 
aie Neen per mille of per mille of 
: population, population, 


District. a 





Pupuwiation according to the 
census of 1891, 











9 








189°, 1899. 1898. 1899. 1298. | 1299 | 1898. | 1899, 
| to 
I.—Surma Valley— | 


Cachar ... eh eee | 367,542} 10,024] 14,464] 11,68 9,295] 27°27 


67.714 


31°78 25°29 
38°23} 31°43 
















Sylhet... ate «+» [2,154,593] 65,627/ 81,928} 82,363} 30°46 








Total Surma Valley... wee 12,522,135] 75,051] 96,392) 94,043 37°29] 30°53 


—————— | | | | | | 


Il.—Assam Valley— 

Goalpara as ee | 452,304] 17,268! 18,738} 17,651] 17,587] 38°18) 41°43 
14,958) 25°54) 31°05 
13,805] 30°09} 34°43 


10,760) 18°66} 21°01 


Kamrup ... ae +++ | 634,249} 16,201] 19,693) 16,44) 
Darrang... eos! eee | 307,761 9,263) 10,596] 13,003} 
Nowgong eee coe | 344,141 6,421 7:230| 16,260 
Sibsagar ove eee | 457,274] 13,235] 14,538] 13,402) 11,861] 28:94] 31°79 
Lakhimpur wae des | 254,053) 8,643! 9.5831 8,774) 8,246] 34°02] 37°72 

















Total Assam Vailey vee [2,449,782] 71,031; 80,378) 85,537] 77.317] 28°99] 32°81 





| a ce ee | a 


ill.—Garo Hills (selected areas only) 27,725 1,006 1,143 1,167 
1V.—Khasi and Jaintia Hills (select 


986} 36°25, 41°23 42°09) 











areas only) eee ses 49,167 1,207{ 1,058 1,047 1,227] 24°55] 21°51| 39°60] 24°96 
V.—Naga Hills (Kohima) are 1,781 61 56 69 56} 34°25] 31°44] 38°74] 31°44 
Grand total ees 


see 15,050,590] 148,956/ 179,027] 182,763] 156,595] 26°40] 35°45] 36°18] 31°ot 


NO 


The improvement in the birth-rate in the Surma Valley probably indicates that the people had 
recovered from the effects of the great ralarial fever epidemic of 1897. The birth-rates in the 
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Surma Valley were higher than those in the Assam Valley, but this is possibly in part due to betler Section 1. 
registration. In almost every district the birth-rate was higher than the registered death-rate. Pia 
The decline in death-rates in Kamrup and Sibsagar was probably due to defective registration. Deaths. 
The high death-rate in Darrang may be explained by the fact that a large increase in 
the population has taken place since 1891 by the immigration of tea-garden coolies. In 
the whole provirce the birth rate excéeded the death-rate by 4°44 per mille, The proportion of 
male births to those of females was for the whole province 106 to too, and the male and female 
deaths registered were in the ratio of 117 to 100. : 

304, The following table shows the registered births and deaths of the sadr and subdivisional 





Statisti f bith d deaths i : : . 2 ‘ Ve icin 
sadr and subdivisional towns. towns in which the registration of vital statistics is compulsory : 
Population { Total births | Totaldeaths| Birth-race Death.-rate 
Sane tome (reniatcatlon, conipuliory She cubes |dutlee hes | during the: | ac papities: lige pve 
of 1891. year, year. tion. tien, 
1 | s : | 4 5 ee eo ee eae 6 
Silchar ... eee one 8 oe 71523 251 226 33°36 30°04 
Sylhet... Ses eae ted on 14,027 245 745 17°47 S318 
Dhubri ... vee se toe cee 4,825 96 136 19°50 28°18 
Gauhati see one oe aa 8,283 255 519 30°79 62°65 
Tezpur ... tee oo oo oes 4,017 105 308 26°18: 7679 
Nowgong sai fag ive ae 4,815 149 174 30°94 36g 
Sibsagar eae ae oes one 5,249 168 lol 32°01 19°24. 
Dibrugarh a Sue sa ane 9,876 399 410 40°40 41°52" 
Shillong sae eee iy she 6,720 124 62a 18°45 9°23 
Kohima eee see tee tee 1,781 56 56 3144 31°44 
Tura ae a oon eve eee 1,046 38 44 36°33 42°06 
Total... aoe one ae oe 68,156 1,886 2,781 27°67 Se ee ee ee ee 80 





Ge ee ee ee 


Population | Total births | Total deaths Birth-rate Death-rat 
Subdivisional towns (registration compulsory). according to | registered registered er mille ‘ per mille. 
the census during the | during the of pcpula- ot popula. 


of 1891, year. year. tion, tion. 





Hailakandi  - 
Karimganj 
Maulvi Bazar 
Habiganj 
Sunamganj 
Goalpara 
Barpeta... 
Mangaldai 
Jorhat ae 
Golaghat 
North Lakhimpur .. 


Total 








* Includes compulsory registration area outside the municipality. 


€ 
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In sade and subdivisiunal towns the recorded birth-rates were 27°67 and 35°38 and the 
death-rates 40°80 and 32°90, respectively, The registration of vital statistics appears to have 
been more efficiently carried out in the subdivisional than in the sadr towns. These death-rates 
were calculated on figures which included deaths in dispensaries ; excluding deaths in dispen- 
saries, the respective death-rates came to 30°59 and 27°47. The number of persons prosecuted 
under the Compulsory Registration Act, 1V (B.C.) of 1873, was 258, of whom 182 were convicted. 
The fines imposed amounted to Rs. 138-14-0. 

895. The following table gives the number of deaths registered Gade the chief causes of 
mortality during 1898 and 1899, and also the average number 


Mortality from the chief diseases. 5 
registered from the same causes during the five years 1893—97: 





Registered deaths forthe past seven years under the 
chief causes of mortality, 


Cause of mortality, 





Average, 1893-97- | 1898.¢ 1899. 














1 s | 3 | 4 
Cholera ... eee one oes oes oes 20,918 11,288 8,380 
Small-pox tie eee eee eee aes 4,271 5,208 1,565 
Fevers... acs ee _ a ace 100,135 | | 105,811 91,096 
Dysentery and diarrhoea oe oe oe eos 16,868 16,262 13,835 
Injuries... + oes sie ees sae eee 1,95! 1,672 1,762 
Other causes ae es vee a we 38,316 42,522 39,957 
All causes ee oe on oe wee 182,459 182,763 156,595 


© Revised figures, including the mortality ef the Naga and Garo Hills. 


The year was exceedingly healthy, and the mortality, as compared with 1898, declined under 
every head of disease. The mortality fram fever fell from 105,811 in 1898 to 91,096, of which 
14,246 were deaths from ka/d-dsdr. This is an indication that the health of the province is 
improving, although the traces of the fever scourge of 1897 are still roticeable. 


SECTION 2. 
IMMIGRATION AND LABOUR INSPECTION. 


$96. The table below gives particulars of all classes of coolies imported into the province for 
labour on tea and other estates during the past two years and 
1890: 


Provincial figures of immigration. 





OO 


Increase 





or Percentage of 
Class of labourers. 1890. 1898. 1899. eaeued increase = 
with 1398. 


























Sardari adults vee |) 7 7,291 12,080 7,571 — 4,509 —37°3 
ae esas ” oo 10,082 10,559 11,065 + 506 + 47 
Non-Act adults ove eee eee 8,832 12,877 7,236 — 5,641 —43°8 
Total of Act and non-Act adults ... on 26,205 35,516 25,872 — 9,644 27°! 
Children ... see see xe 9,375 13,653 6,036 — 7,617 —55°7 
Grand total ove aoe os 36,080 49,169 31,908 | —17,261 —351 





————— 
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In this table, and in the subsequent paragraphs of this section, the expression “ Act adults ”’ 
includes immigrants who, not being under contract, proceed to Dhubri and enter into contract 
there uxder section 112 of Act ! of 1882. 

The most noticeable feature in the above statement is the striking decrease in immigration 
during the year. Fewer cnolies were imported during 1899 than in any year since 1887. As 
compared with 1898, there was a very !arge decrease in the number of Act coolies brought by 
sardars and in that of non-Act coolies, the number imported by contractors having slightly 
increased. The decrease was most noticeable in the Surma Valley, where the tea season of 
1898 was a very bad one, and where garden managers were generally forced to curtail expenditure 
in all directions. 

In the principal labour importing districts of the Brahmaputra Valley—Darrang, Sibsagar, 
and Lakhimpur—it is noticeable that, while the number of coolies imported by contractors increased, 
there was a falling off in the total number of coolies imported, both inthe number of sardari 

recruitments and in the importations of non-Act la>ourers. This was due, not to a decreased 
demand for labour, but to the difficulty of obtaining coolies during a year of plenty in the 
recruiting districts. Since the close of the year, the influence of famine has made itself felt, and 
a great stimulus has been afforded to recruiting. 


397. Statistics are given in the table below for each division and district of the province 


Listrict and valley statistics of immi- 


for the two years 1898 and 1899 


























































































gration. 
Fee ee aR ene eT ee 
Act adults, Non-Act adults. Total ee ae eee: Children, Se oe 
vo 
District. g g g g 2 
S r) S S Ss 
1898. 199. 1899. é 1899. é 1898. | 1899. ; 1898. g 
gf 2s 28 g 22 
ge ae ge s ge 
Ey eg eg Fy 8 
gs $s e-] ed go 
ao S & $ & S 2 S ¢ S$ 
a 3 4 6 7 9 10 1 13 4 16 
811 341 | —57°98 1,801 | —41°97} 3,915 | 2,142 | —45:28} 1,075 400 | 62°65} 4,986 | 9,542 | —4gror 
989 413 | 58°24) 6,640 | 3,490 | 47°43, 7,629 | 3,903 | 48°83] 2,792 | 1.014 | —63°68) 10,421 | 4,917 | —S2°8r 
peace ee | at ed af eS ee pI Kae 
1,800 754 | —S8°t1] 9,744] 5,291 | 45°69 | 11,544 | 6,045 | —47°63| 3,853 | 1.414 | —63°39) 15,407 | 7,459 | —SI°S8 
233 89 | —Gorog $6 63 279 —45°51] 104 24 | —76°92| 383 176 | —S4°04 
4043 | 4,552 | +12°58) 416 323 40457 + 9°30] 1,578 991 | 37°19] 6,037 | 5,865 | — 2°83 
Nowgong oe | 15179 852 | —27°73| 967 180 1,446 | 1,032 | —28°63} 565 479 | —15-aa} 3,011 | 1,511 | —24°86 
Sibsagar oe | 690% | 5,159 | 24°66) 1,043 543 7,944 | $.742 | —a7°72| 3,928 | 1,629 | —s8+27| 11,872] 7,381 | —37°82 
Lakhimpur 8,493 | 7,390 | —15°34] 1,351 837 9,844 | 8,037 | —18°45] 3,615 | 1,489 | —SB8t! 13,459 | 9,516 | —29°29 
Total Assam Valley | 20,839 | 17,882 | —14°19| 3,333 | 1,945 | —37°92| 23,978 | 19,827 | —17°29 | 9,790 4,622 | —52°79] 33,762 | 24,449 | —27°58 
i a ig | a a Na a Pa 
Grand total 32,639 | 18,636 | —17°68, 12,877 | 7,236 | 43°80] 35,516 | 25,872 | —a9°1$ | 13,653 | 6,036 | —SS°79| 49,369 | 31,508 | —35:10 








The proportion of adult coolies imported into the Surma Valley under Act-I contract 
continues to decrease, and was only 12°47 per cent. of the total number imported during the year. 
In this portion of the province managers make use of Act XIII of 1859 to a very large extent, 
and coolies bound under this Act are returned as non-Act. While the total number of adults 
imported into the province declined by 27°15 per cent., there were 55'79 per cent. fewer children 
imported in 1899 than in 1898. This is a result of the decline already noticed in sardari recruit- 
ment and free immigration, compared with recruitment by contractors, Immigrants brought by 

20 
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Section 2. gardars, or coming of their own free-will, generally come in families, while contractors, as a rule, 


Immigra- send up adults only. 
tion and 


































































































Labone 398. The followicg statement gives the nationalitv and sex of adult immigrants and the 
Inspection. Nationality of immigrants. agency by which Act immigrants were imported : 
Act. 
a al Non-Act. Total. 
Se ee ee Garden sarJars. Contractors. 
1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1829, | 1898. | 189}. | 1893. | 1899. 
. ! | a | 3 | sis |] 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 
{ Chota Nagpur and Sonthal Parganas “We re <a ahs ange et HSts ay a ele 
| Women on oat | 2,035, 3-397 2,538 1,614 827 9,053 5,400 
Total _ oe __ 8430 #999 04s saat | 3,129 1646 | 18,594 yeaga 
" Mea oo 256 123 71 173 au 2 ) 
& Behar .., oe on a ee - a ies Ff a aie 
"| Total rm | 466[aa3| 56] 238] 4g a6 | 814, 
Men | 334] 388| 614} —toas| sts] 196 | 14631 1579 
Bengal Proper and Orissa ... Women 7 ‘i eae pe sy 68 Peck 495 
gar gn a | Sree eae a) ae — oe ae | ee ee 
Men | —986| 53] 92 | —34| 1930 ss | aan | n,038, 
North-Weatern Provinces and Oudh maa eax is ig ‘i is hohe bis + 
Total as w {| s81|a7a| 183] 392 | oor | 295 | ass | 1,960 
gMeo oes arene 1,079 96 3s | 532 F288 3.685 
Genteal, Fraelacee? — et = “CWomen hy 930 891 10M 1,317 1,623 1,304 3.512 
Total a ove ae Tee 1837 | 2,642 ass | 3.85. 7397 
Meo «| @| 206) g7| 3s sra | gg | 93s 
Madras. { Women ian &5 135 38 140 508 432 707 
Total a w | 469 | aa] 95] 37s | to20| gts | trae | 2,632, 
Men kal cdae ie cae AG Ma. Neda. hr Ae SR cae che | se 
Bombay ae sve ce LT women . ee | 7 7 ry 
Total re glide Nn set hot Oia I eek coe ho as , 
: Men all) oe tn ae it as il a ee gh 
Meee ss a “ Women ies a sea | 1 s a 5 , 
Total a se ae en gee le ae 2 rs eres ama 2 
Men Gul ay clue awe (bess tn -eob--aph boy eg 
Aaran re ? aie tee ies a ea 
Total - ot eee 5 eae = | 6 | so| | so 
Men we | 6.283 | 3993 | 55283 | 5.92] 6,392 | 3.76) | 27.964 15,640 
Toe ae " : Women is 5,792 4.588 5.275 $.173 6.485 30 67 17,552 32,228 
Grand total ... va | 12,080 | | asi | to.ss9 1105 | 14.977 | 7236] 23051 | 25.979. 





In spite of the decline, as compared with 1898, in the number of coolies imported, there was 
an increase in importations from Bengal, Madras, and the Central Provinces. From the last 
mentioned provinces 19,876 immigrants came to Assam in 1897, 7,100 in 1898, and 7,197 in 1899. 
In each of the years 1895 and 1896, the number of immigrants from the North-Western Provinces 
was about 19,000, the large number being due to famine, but in subsequent years immigrations 
from these provinces decreased, and the number during the year under report was orly 1,960, 


399. The following table shows the proportion borne by women to the total number of adult 
Female immigrants. immigrants from the different areas of recruitment : 


Percentage of women to total adult immigrants among— 





Sardari immi- 
grants. 






Contractors’ immi- Non-Act immi- All adult immi- 


Locality of recruitment. grants. grants. grants. 





a 








Crols Nagpur and Sonthal Parganas 
HKehar 

Bengal Proper and Orissa : 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh aes 

Central Provinces ... 





CHAP. v1.] VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES. 147 


- 








Of the total number of coolies recruited, only 47°2 per cent. were women, as compared with Section 2. 
494 and 47°8 in the years 1898 and 1897, respectively. As already explained, the circumstances Jmmigra- 


of the year did not encourage the immigration of entire families. ggersn 


400. The statement below shows for each division and district the extent to which Act /nspection. 
Extent to which Act-labourers were labourers were recruited Ly garden sardars and by contractors 


pa nee BY eemenrs Ae eee respectively, and the average number imported by each sardar : 








Percentage of le 
N one is Number of | Average number Number of eeortatione ck Ack 

District. cer tea is sardari coolies of recruits per contractors? lbodets during 
apace recruited. sardar. coolies imported.| 9, 9, as compared 


with 1898. 


garden sardars. 
ate. F865. | 868 | atom | a8. | ee 


Nasoceo t= See aS oe es 
| 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | Sardari. goalies 

























































































| 2 3 | 4 | 5 6 | 7 8 9 | 10 W 
Cachar eee "ae eee 93 107 371 257 39 2°4 440 84 —30°7 —50°9 
Sylhet ose ies eee 1788 379 675 171 37 |. o%4 314 242 —74'°6 —22'9 
Total Surma Valley see aed a71 486 | 1,046 | 428 | 38 | o's 754 326 so | —567 
Kamrup one is ae 18 36 121 67 67 | 18 102 22 —446 —78'4 
Darrang , oe. eee ase 1,050 1,053 2,242 1,787 21 1'7 1,801 2,765 —20°3 +535 
Nowgong aes ey ave 15s 217 646 727 4a 33 533 125 +32 765 
Sibsagar + w. a «| 1,559 | 1,973 | 4,S07; 2,688 3°0 | iq | 2,099 | 2,518 —440 | +19°6 
Lakhimpur... ie be 1,316 1,646 | 3,223 1,874 2"4 | m1 55270 | 5,316 —41'°8 | +08 
Total Brahm aputra Valley bas 4,098 4,925 | 11,034 | 7053 | 26 14] 9,805 | 10,739 | —35°2 | © +9°5 
Grand total. fa ae 4,369 | 5.411 | 12,080 | 7571 | | 14] 10,559 | 11,065] —37'3| +47 





* Exclusive of 6 certificates cancel led afterwards. 

A401. In 1899, comparatively little use was made of the Assam-RBengal Railway to convey 
coolies to the gardens in Cachar. Of a total of 2,542 coolies 
Transit of immigrants to the Surma imported into Cachar, only 272 were brought by railway. The 
yale: Deputy Commissioner of Cachar attributed this. to the comparative 
cheapness of the river route, to the excellent arrangements for feeding immigrants on steamers, 
and to the fact that some owners of gardens who are financially interested in the Steamer 
Company naturally preferred to send coolies by the river route. Accurate statistics were not 
available for Sylhet; but as of the 4,917 immigrants to that district 1,799 came by river, the 
remainder apparently eame by rail, The railway journey to the southern part of the Sylhet district 
is short, and the line runs close to many groups of gardens. Importation by rail to that district is, 
therefore, much more popular than in Cachar, where the railway journey is long, and is apparently. 

at present not more convenient to the gardens than the steamer route, 


402, The number ef deaths which occurred among all classes of immigrants during transit 
: : . between the port of embarkation and their destination in the 
Mortality at Dhubri and during : 
transit on the Brahmaputra. Assam Valley was 133. 84 of which were due to cholera. 


The year 1899, like 1898, was a healthy one. The number of deaths en roufe in 1837 was 
1,245 and in 1896, 768. The reduction in mortality was attributed to improved arrangements for 
the comfort of immigrants on steamers, 

403. Amongst 6,993 immigrants who passed through the debarkation depéts in Sythet and 


Cachar, no deaths were reported en route from Goalundo, and only 


- al during transit to the Surma 5 in the depéts. 
a ° 


There is no check on these returns, which are compiled by Hospital Assistants in charge 
of depdts from the verbal statements of the sardars or peons accompanying immigrants, 
but they show that mortality was very low. 

404, The number of immigrants inoculated against cholera at Purulia before importation. 
was 2,246. None of these coolies died in transit, and 7 died after 
arrival on their gardens, The percentage of deaths from cholera 
en route (between the port of embarkation and the garden) among coolies in general was 294, 


Anti-cholera inoculation, 
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SECTION 2, 405. Cases of alleged fraud or irregularity in recruitment were, as usual, carefully enquired 


Immigrg-  Frandulent and irregular recruitment. itto, Two classes of cases were enquired into at Dhubri: 
tionand 
foe (a) Cases instituted in consequence of communications received from the districts of recruit- 


ment either in the form of a letter from the Magistrate or Subdivisional Officer or District 
Superintendent of Police, or in the form of a petition or letter by post from the relation 
of the person alleged to have been fraudulently recruited. 


(4) Those instituted on complaint made at Dhubri by persons concerned at the time of 
registration. 


There were 34 cases of the (a) class and 23 of the (4) class. In 30 cases of the (a) class no 
trace was found of the persons enquired after. Four persons were traced, and of these, the 
contracts of two were cancelled after enquiry. The remaining two cases were still under enquiry 
at the close of the year. Of the 23 complaints made by coolies or batches of coolies, 10 were 
found to be entirely false, and the persons were sent on to their gardens, In one case a woman 
declared, after making her complaint, her willingness to proceed to the garden. In 5 cases 
the complaints of fraudulent recruitment haiving been found to be true, the coolies were sent 
to their homes. In 6 of the remaining 7 cases, 20 coolies were concerned, the contracts 
of 8 of whom were cancelled, the remiining 12 persons were sent on to their gardens. One 
case was pending at the close of the year, 


During 1899, 157 cases were enquired into in the recruiting districts, of which 76 were found 
to be true, 36 false, 19 were not proved, and 26 were pending at the close of the year. The 
corresponding figures for 1898 were 84, 38, 21, 17, and 8 respectively. The increase inthe number 
of cases in 1899 was principally due to the difficulty of obtaining coolies by fair means during 
a prosperous year. 


406. The statement below shows the additions to, and deductions from, the total labour force 


Statistics of labour force. of the province during the year 1899: 
Labour force remaining at the end of 1898 eee toe eee ere 634,519 
ADDITIONS— 

Imported by contractors or garden sardars, nelyding free ubemrr and dependents 

imported direct eee eee on ove 31,908 
Local labour contracts entered into under sections 111 and 112 of Act I of 1882... 27,624 
Received from other gardens on wee ose ove one 6,614 
Decerters recaptured 100 toe ove toe eos eae 623 
Remaining after expiry of contract ... - eee eee rh oes 35,962 
Otherwise obtained eee ie tee eos eee see 24,686 
Births eee ene eee ove tee soe see 16,857 
Total of additions wee oes one oan see eee 143,974 

DanuctTioNs— 

Transferred to other gardens tee one oo eee 5,052 
Left with permission or on expiry of contract ... ae wee on 751370 
Deaths oe ose eee des ‘ wee ase 17,610 
‘Desertions ... wee eee one . ” 19,560 
Free labourers put under contract ... oo eae one ose 22,081 
Contracts cancelled under section 11A ove Pr tos eee 67 
Contracts cancelled undev sections 111, 140, or 177, Act 1 of 1882 . 2 
Contracts cancelled under section 122 ss ee eee aos 389 
Contracts cancelled under section 129 as wee sie soe eee 
Contracts redeemed under section 142 ay ase ais 10 
Contracts dissolved by mutual consent one oes ove eee 2,145 
Total of deductions = a. one on on one eos 142,285 
Net increase during the year on ove wee . : tee 1,689 
Grand total at the close of the year wed one ree oe 636,208 





The number of additions to the labour force was far smaller than in 1898. The number of 
casualties, however, declined in proportion, the net result being an increase of *26 per cent. in 
the total labour force at the close of the year. 





CHAP. VI.] VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES. 149 





407. The total labour force at the beginning of each of the last three years and the mean cpcrioy », 


Mean strength of the labour force. strength for the two half-years of 1899 are shown in the table 




















below: 
jes eigen see jaye Pes | sid bas: Paes 
ist Janu rst January | ret Jan 1st Ju ur the first | 31st Decem- | for the secon 
Class of labourers. Pon il 18,8. af r 1899. s half-year of | ber 1899. | half-year of 
1899. ot hes 
sy 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 








Act adults ‘i ee | 135,670 | 148,192 | 138,010 | 132,019] 135,014 | 131,897 | 131,958 
nae ee ow | 241,124 | 251,783] 258,071 | 272,435 | 265,253 | 263,536 | 267,985 
Non-Act 
Children ... ee | 212,085 | 232,833 | 238,438 | 240,503 | 239,470 | 240,775 | 240,639 
Total. es «| 588,879] 632,808 | 634,519 | 644,957 | 639,738 | 636,208 





$$ 
The labour force of the province was at its maximum io July 1898, when it exceeded by 


nearly 6,000 the force on the 1st July 1899. 

The total Iabour force increased only in the districts of Darrang and Lakhimpur. In 
Darrang the increase was mainly in non-Act adults; there was a slight increase in the number 
of children, while the number of Act adults declined. In Lakhimpur the increase was also 
mainly in non-Act adults, there being but slight variation under the other heads. 

408. The nationality and sex of the adult labour force during the two years 1898 and 1899 


Nationality and sex of the adult are shown in the following statement: 
labour force. 










Non-Act. 


Ratio of 
nationality. 





Nationality, 











































































































Chota N 4 Sonthal Parga ache aaa 
ota Nagpur an ni rganas ... . 
f ee Women 35,155 87,059 } ae 
a ee { Men 3,798 9.668 9997 13,763 ; 
& : : : ~ “U women... 9,783 12,185 a 
ete dei , Men 70727 31.616 
oper ani ca on oon 16" 
ares se: Women 8.071 38,677 ? 
Men 3,933 31,763 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh uf } 15°8 
Women 3,216 33,730 
Men ‘10,874 20,450 
Cenfral Provinces ae ove” { 10°7 
Women 10,708 19,526 
Meo 2,720 $,570 
Madras tie oe be } 19 
Women 1,969 3,005 3459 5,087 
Men 
Bombay ww an we } on 
Women 
‘ { Men } 
epal oo "1 women oo 
Men 5.707 6,743 
- Assam oe oes 28 
Women 2,722 2,812 
- —a —-$_ | ——— TN 
oe Men 72,625 326.932 129,038 199.587 
of oe eee 
Women 65,385 62447 130139 134-498 196,524 
— 
Grand total .. ev sia | ee 138,010 131,897 258,071 263,536 376,081 * yOo°or 








Compared with 1898, the variations in the percentages of the total labour force under each 
of the several nationalities were slight. The increase in the number of natives of Assam was 


noticeable, “Lhese coolies consist of Kacharis and others, who went up the Brahmaputra Valley 
2pP 


Immigra- 

tion and 
Labour 

Inspection, 
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Section 2. in the working season from Kamrup district to work in the gardens, principally of Darrang and 
Titmivra: Sibsagar, and of Nagas, who came down from the hills of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur. Since the 
tion and destruction of cultivation by the earthquake and floods of 1897, increased numbers of Kacharis 


Labour 


Inspection, 20d others have left their homes annually in the working season to work on the tea gardens in 


Darrang. 
The percentages of Act and non-Act labourers of each nationality are given in the 
table below: 














| 1898. | 1899. 
Nationality. 
Total. —‘|Act_ labourers. a sure Total. 
1 a 3 | 4 5 

Chota Nagpur and Sonthal Parganas i 446 56°0 38°6 44°4 

Bengal 4% Behar ss is wa oes 66 5‘0 73 65 

Bengal Proper and Orissa aes ise 16°9 12°0 19°4 16°9 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh ws os ses 16°6 54 " 200 15°8 

Central Provinces See ase Sea eee oer 10°1 16°9 76 10°7 

Madras whe ie ane ss tes 2°7 36 2°5 2°9 

Assam oes ove ‘es ave er 25 1 3°6 28 
Total a ies dite we wee | «OOO 100°0 1000 | 1000 





The proportion of each nationality to the total labour force was practically the same as in 
1898. The proportion of natives of Assam under Act-I agreement rose from ‘g to 1‘r per cent. 
of the whole Act strength, and that of non-Act Assamese from 3'2 to 3°6 per cent. of the 
non-Act force, 

409. The statement below gives the mean strength of the labour force in each district for 

iMciu drength of. the labour. forew ta each half-year of 1899 and for the whole year. The percentages 
each district. of mortality and desertions are calculated from these figures : 





Non-Act 





Total annual strength. 


Adults, Childreo. 






























District. | 

. ; : § : 1 ‘ 5 

F 3 é F Z F F zB P F B 3 

g ¢ 8 5. = g i 3 ES = 3 

& ir} 0 2 0 ci 0 ‘3 

= a E a FI & 3 z E 3 a & 

2 q°| 3 . 3 2 = z g ps z 3 

£ AI & & & = Py 6 = 4 & 

te 3 < fe < te a < tt a < 

5 | a 3 40 s 6 q 8 9 | 10 | I | 12 | ic) 

Cachar ove 30531 2.894 75.160 73019 95-139 46.875 475294 47,084 | 125,546 | 165,309 | 125.427 
Syihet ee 10,248 8,784 745718 75.661 73,190 §8,245 58.643 $8444 1430212 143,089 143,150 
Kamrup on 597 $33 2,092 2,050 2,071 1,227 1174 1,200 3,916 3.757 ° 30835 
Darrang ae 25,093 34,631 91,545 23,127 23,386 24,522 24,°82 24,702 71,261 72,640 71,950 
Nowgong es 6,989 6,70) 6,849 7,032 6,947 6,984 6,406 6,431 6,418 20,418 20,088 20,253 
Sibsagar oe 42,751 42,585 42,653 | 45.525 455767 45-646 58,394 58,343 $8,368 | 346.671 | 146,666 | 146,668 
Lakbimpur on 45,824 45,849 45,836 39,090 39.313 43,799 43,870 43,835 | 128,713 | 129,032 | 178,878 

















Total oe | 138084] 132,958 265,253 | 267,985 | 266,619 | 239,470 | 240,639 ee 639,738 640,82 | 640,160 
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410. The number of contracts made in 1899, as compared with the preceding year, is shown Section 2. 

















Number of contracts made. below : » v4 mmigra- 
tionand 
Labour 
oon ‘iow | ‘isp Percearane Ot Inspection. 
decrease. 
t | a 3 | 4 
In the actual Jabour districts under section 111 of the Act waa ese 13,671 11,497 —I15'9 
In the actual labour districts under section 112 of the Act wae seu 15,066 16,127 + 70 
At Dhubri under section 112A of the Act eee eee aaa 5,700 5,566 — 23 
In the recruiting districts see _ tee ass ose 16,936 13,071 —22'8 
Total... oes ane ae oe ges tee 51,373 46,261 — 99 








There is a growing tendency towards an increase in the number of contracts made under 
section 112, 2.¢., for more than one year, in the actual labour districts. 

The number of contracts returned as executed under section 492 of the Indian Penal Code 
was 1,683 against 3,394 in 1898. 

The Deputy Commissioner of Cachar reported that contracts under this section seemed to be 
used only for the importation of coolies, renewals being made by a verbal contract under Act 
XIII, brief particulars of which are noted in a register, In Lakhimpur contracts under section 
4G2 were executed principally by coolies engaged by the Assam Railways and Trading Company. 
The great difference between the number recruited under this section in Sibsagar in 1898 and 
1899 was apparently due to the substitution of contracts under Act I for Act XIII and secticn 
492 contracts in a few gardens. No returns were available for contracts under Act XIII, by 
which most of the coolies in the Surma Valley are bound. Contracts under this Act were 
reported tu be gaining in favour in part of Darrang district, while losing ground in Sibsagar. 

A11. Details of local contracts entered into in the actual labour districts, the classes of labourers 
who entered into them, and the periods of the contracts, are given 


Details of local contracts. be 
in the table below : 








Class of labourers, Number of years. 

J z . 

z , | 8 Fl 3 

District. a 5 3 oe PY] ry 

7 & a & 3 a 

= bod £ a et 2 8 

= = 7 ot ° 2 
§ s Bb 2 <3 a ae sf 
3 = Py E a ¢ 3 s 33 g : 
is =a = 2 3 
8 % e = =5 g = £ s es “ 3 
“ & 4 ra) 6) = > io) & 3 é & 















































I 3 4 8 6 q 8 9 10 m 12 13 

Cachar ... a0 12 6 go oa oo 24 oes ry ™ 
Sylhet aa $10 gio 2,620 ose 28 2,708 ea 488 22 
Kamryp ... owe oe ans ies we wn oa 
Darvang ... * 10775 ose 3.605 ase G33 2,%29 971 9 354 357 
Nowgong 20) Oh 60 oe 810 _ ¢61 93* 68 48 
Sibsagar 6.808 339 8,743 i 536 189 3.193 456757 1,135 46 
Lakhimpur 6,813 7 9,522 bee 205 5 3,226 $2196: 99$ 5131 3954 
Total of 1839 16,147 882 245240 2,502 194 12,641 115235 107 2,579 868 

oo . 20 1898 15,066 1,200 24,764 2,773 158 15,034 10,310 826 1,768 647 





* Includes one contract under two years, § Includes 4 contracts onder 3} years. 
” 977 contracts under two years, | erry ” ” 3 ” 
2 ” 3 ” ” q » 18 o» » & » 


412. The following table shows for what periods contracts were executed at Dhubri during 


Periods of contracts executed at 


Dhubri. 1898 and 1899: 


Three-year contracts, | Four-year contracts. | Total contracts. 





































Year. 
Labourers. | Dependents. Total. | tstowens | Pevenent Total. | tanones Dependents. | Total. 
Melee eee eo 
1898 oes 113 92 185 5,587 2,181 | 7,768 5,700 7,953 
170 379 5357 1,240] 6,597 | 5,566 6,976 











It will be noticed that, as in previous years, nearly all the Dhubri contracts were executed 
for the maximum term of four years, 


. 
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SECTION 2. 413. The table below shows the number of contracts which expired hy lapse of time, the 
cenibee Piss Galiceassines chau number of such expinics reported, and the number of contracts 
Tahour cancelled or determined during the year under the different 


Inspection, 8€Ctions of the Act: 
































6 w . : {gee m t 
g |¢ § )e |e |e (28/2 (8 |. | 
& a 5 3 oa mat 3 3 = A 
2 Q z 3 5 2 SB. [sth |e 2 e Z 
2 | 3 2s |@ | 2 |g. | 38 [e382 | 2 | £ eo iho8 
1 § 3 g g 38 Ye 3o3 3 s g 3 
8 1 3 3 a &° Be | Egs % 5 & é 
8 8 5 = 7 a8 ay br 7-) 2 = & Z 
District. H z iH = = Bg Bo 5 3 = a : > 

: v Ss. = oo i] 
1d) 2) 9.1%. | | We lee | a | a. | 2] 2 
Ea 2 | $4 | Ba | £2 | Ef |gegs| &s | Be | 8 3 
=i HI Se] si | gs | Ss |ege?| aS | ss z 3 

: i ba oy . z 

g Bs § Be | 88 | Be | BE | S258) 838 | £8 Fs & 
ee | ee | & | Se | % | £8 | Ea |Sans) 23 | 28 | 8 E 
z 23 Zz Zz z zo ze |zFes| ¢g zt Zz Zz 








Cachar ... 1,206 1,206 
Sylhet... 5993 $,913* 10 
Kamrup 67 74 
Darrang ... 7534] 70371 “9 
Nowgong 1,531 1.575 1 
Sibsagar 11,392 12,304 12 
Lakhimpur 12,745 12,745 > 
Total for 1899 we 400430 | 41,181 26145 
i et cen pine | ees enh 
» 1898 47,274 47 458% 2,000 








* This includes 10 contracts, which were dissolved by mutual consent. 

= 
t Cancelled at the depét and repatriated from there, and were not sent to the garden, 
+ This includes 783 contracts, which were dissclyed by mutual consent. 


Section 141.—Notice of determination of contracts——In Darrang, 163 determinations of 
contracts were not reported. In the province generally, there was a great improvement in such 
reporting. 

Section 11A.—Cancelment of contracts for irregularities in recruitment—The number of 
such cancellations rose from 33 to 69, 47 of which were of the contracts of women who had come 
to the province unaccompanied by husband or guardian. Some of these were very distressing 
cases, and the Chief Commissioner has had before him ample evidence that the present law affords 
undue facilities for the recruitment of such women. 

Section 122.—Cancelment of contracts for permanent incapacity.—The number of contracts 
cancelled in 1898 and 1899, owing to the persons bound by them becoming permanently 
incapacitated for labour, the proportion of such labourers who were newly imported and the 
agency by which they were imported, are shown in the following statement : 





Number of contracts carcelled 
under section 122. Agency by which Imported. 


District, Newly imported. 


Contractor, Sardar, Locally engaged. 





Cachar aes 
Sylhet Pe 
Kamrup eee 
Darrang ane 
Nowgong vee 
Sibsagar See 
Lakhimpur ors 
Total ... tee 








Contracts dissolved by mutual consent,—The number of contracts dissolved by mutual ; 
consent in 1899 was 2,145, against 2,000 in the previous year, 

Of the 449 contracts cancelled in Darrang, 120 were cancelled with a view to renewal, 
4 were those of new coolies whose contracts were cancelled, as they were found unfit to labour, 
and 2 were those of persons who had been fraudulently recruited, and who were repatriated by the 
manager. The contracts determined in this manner in Sibsagar are reported to have been 
generally dissolved with a view to renewal, Of 699 contracts dissolved by mutual consent in 
Lakhimpur, 549 were renewed. . 
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No contracts were made void during the year on account of estates being declared unfit Secrion 2. 


for the residence of labourers. Inamigras 
Section 142,—Redemption of contracts.—Ten contracts were redeemed—four in Darrang and nan 
six in Lakhimpur. Ino 1898, eight contracts were redeemed, and in 1897, 25. Inspection. 


In Sibsagar, the only district in which advantage was taken during the year 1899 of the 
provisions of the Act under which the term of a contract may be extended for absence from work, 
endorsements were made by Inspectors on contracts extending the period of contract in 147 cases. 

414. Certain particulars are given in the following table regarding the repatriation of labourers 


nae on tea gardens whose contracts were cancelled under the provi- 
Repatriation of labourers whose con- 

















































































































































































































° 
tracts were cancelled. sions of the Act: 
I 2 s a 
Number of contracts cancelled. | Number of coolies repatriated. 
s (8 = 
= = i) 
¥ 7] ~ 
& & Bs 
¢|a Pg 2/8 ; ie le 
. . ° . = ~ os) 
ofan) CMa = 8 < |¢|§ = g $ 
District. os = an tae Se c c = a = 
s |8/8/8 8 £ | g|§ 2 3 s 12/8 
3 $1818 = > Il? 3 3 s | | 3 
g 12/2/32 F} 8 13/8 ‘ ® 2° |S 1 
§ /8/S14 3s Ss ia 3 So | $3 | 8 [82/8 | 
es S 8 e Ss Ss s s ° a= ea s ee] 6 ° 
t=) =] =) >) 2 > >] 2 i += ad }o ad ) a" | 2 al 
[ | 
TV ol Vale Th 
B ] & [S| del als) a a e's Blo! & a C4 Slo lal xs als Aleidl 6 
2|€l2eelggie| 2 |e |e Zlszg2) 2 | 2 |2/8/e\e|F/Flesiss| 2 
| 4 | im ae SE)" apa Rig 
| | 
Cachar oe eee B ecshascleaslessleos 4 clave 4 8 8] 4g | | 15 sleee/ TO] 4] 29 12 
| | 
Sylhet or Seod) ARCA Sees Moss boeali Braatieas «| 20 4 22 4:12 20 5 catcoet 24 
Kamrup oe oor | wee | cee [evloeelere! seefeee vo ape 2 . 2 2 } Sashes 2 
Darrang ou drs |) B2]:26' |resfocsbealsetlvesfead, SP1]) _ £8 [Vere | poe |easfocofesslare] S89] $2] ET 24 | 99 | 16 go] 30 
Nowgong ae cea? Ween nO Pees 161 973 | 161 75 2/75| 07) 2/ th 7 30 
Sibsagar ws coe | 10 | 14 [esel eee oft 139 | 55 1499] 73] 7% 131 on | 45 2 9%| 30 
Lakhimpur .. ove | IE | BQ Jove] vccfeeslove'oes 329 239 350 268 | 14 | 29 |267 171 8 2) 1) 291 201 
PAS WAM, Wi as aE Se HR) a 
H | 
| | | 
Total Yet ove | 33 | 69 |.-+|... ‘| seeleap | 690 $89 FT 6s 1 sees. [eas 724 | 460 | 23 | 66 |486 231 | 30 8 J. cafes 13| 5} $52 305 
| } 
} | | | 
4 5 
Coolies whose contracts were cancelled under section 122, and Cost of repatriation charged to the Inland Labour 
who were not repatriated, Transport Fund. 
fee | 22 g as 
= oh o 
zoe ES 3 5 
vu 7z 
ns « 8 ried i=] os . : 
District. =. ag 3 3 S tl 
"23 2 g 3 & 5 + 
. o Les 
ZF, 2s a 2 ° ¢ Ss § 
Ww * a o — -_ 
et ce 2 a a F Fy 
Bes; | bee 3 3 BE a & 
SS 5 & : 
BES | Eby E E ES, a § q 
Saas Sea s 3 53 s s os 
Zz Ae Tod A Zz Zz 2 =] & 
S o ra 6 a Cy 3 é So 36 s oe] a 36 o 
BlZ |S /F |S) F |e] 21/8] F B |3/2] 2 z 
Rs. a. p.| Rs. a. p, |Rs. Rs. a. p. | Rs. a p, 
Cachar... 339 15 6 339 15 6 
Sylhet ove 4 196 1 6 196 r 6 
Kamrup ... 25.10, Of ose | ove oo 1610 © 
Darrang... 8 ° 73°39 73°39 
Nowgong ... 25 38 22 6 39 2 9 0 © 39 9 © 
Sibsagar 42 4° 67 owe wee ves ose | ote owe 32 0 QO] we | ove on 39 0 o 
Lakhimpur,,, 62 68 | w. ose on oe ae er 119 4 9 oo 65 | os 184 4 9 
Total one 137 | 150 28 6 39 Sb ees |ice'| 967 9 6 5510 0] 65 | we 832 9 6] 55 10 9 





® Excluding 3 sent down ~ © Excluding 9 sent down under warrant received trom th warrant received trom the recruiting district under section go, Criminal Procedur¢ Code, before th ir contracta 
were cancelled, 
29 
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SECTION 2; 415. The figures given in the following statement are based on information obtained by 
Immigra- officers inspecting gardens, who are required to ascertain the 
Hen and bisects wages paid during the month preceding that in which th 
Labour ; eee P g preceding that in which the 

Inspection, i#8Pection is held: 








| Non-Act. 
Subdivision, 





Women. | Children. 








5 6 
SN nn Yi ee 
Rs. a p, Rs. a, p. Rs, a p. Rs, a p. Rs a p 
Cachar sadr _ nae 414 6 3 9 6 5 01 4 0 2 280 
Hailakandi oes ar 47 3 8 1 41411 3.1311 2 310 
North Sylhet see eae 465 214 6 41311 331 23 8 
South ,, sea ar 4 510 333 #8 412 8 375 214 
Karimganj eee one 4 241 45 2 4 4 8 35 4 267 
Habiganj igs oes 43 8 3 2 9 415 4 3 iL Ir 205 
Kamrup ave sae 47 8 310 8 412 4 313 1 2 510 
Darrang sadr ave -_ 457 310 3 5 5 0 35 2 234 
Mangaldai eee . 4 111 2 13 10 511 0 3 4 3 riz. 
Nowgong ... ase eee 431 9 3 10 10 § 99 314 2 269 
Sibsagar sadr eee eee 5§ 4 0 31311 Sit 8 312 4 27 3 
les A one toe 5 6 8 491 7 45 5§ 1 o 210 1 
olaghat ... eee oe 511 0 40 5 5141 315 2 215 2 
Lakhimpur sadr eee ove § 17 407 6 2 2 4 810 214 0 
North Lakhimpur___... oo 412 0 314 3 5 0 8 49 8 115 0 


416. The following table gives particulars of cases filed during 1899, in which tea-planters 


Offences committed by tea-planters or garden coolies were concerned : 
and garden coolies. 































































































ee  ———$—$—$— 
| intimidation, | 
assault, or Assaults 
Garden confinement] Other orin- | phett 
Non-fulfilment of | Absence or| sardar’s |Enticing| by planters | offences! Unlawful sults by | 5, . i or 
contract under desertion | failure to | coolies,| tocompel |by plant-| assembly or| coolies | ; <j, ron 
Act XIII of under Act| return, | Act I of| coolies to ers | rioting by | On or to are Cae 
1859. I of 1882. | Act I of | 1882. | enterinto | against| coolies. |planters fie 
1882. agreement | coolies, or their | COO/¢S- 
or stay on servants. 
gardea, 
District. Subdivision. Number 6 Number | Namber |Number | Number High sabes Number] Number 
of 3 of of of eo of of of . of of 
cases. = cases. cases. cases. be cases, | cases, | Z| cases, | cases, 
c r=] 5 
2 & 3 
3 2 = 
E | TRE 
° . * . . * . . ° rl lee - | 6 A rie es 
s) Ply s 2 pS /#/2)/8) £1) 8 |S )ele)2is)2]e8 A 
$1ele |S )/8 lslels| 2] 8 |/Sl/eBlslFlels 2|8 
a > s S i sis ee Ss ve) ‘a = = = . ais = 2 
212 /Sg/e/2)2 |2lele] eo) 2 lee a/2/3/2)/2/24/8 
PTE Se, ee | El ElElel 21 Sie elelEle leas 
8} 8s j22=)8}8)]8-|S/S(3}/ 5] 8 |s/Sl[s]}sj2zjsjsjsjs 
ES 
3 2 | 3 4 5 6 7 8 g| to} ir} 12 13 | 14] 15 | 16] 17 | 18] 19 | 20/ a1 | a2 
ao Deas aa a | ——— 
Sadr oes 137 13 3 20 9 “ 1 Elie I 3| 3)ts| |] t} 3] 2 
Cachar one 
{ Hailakandi ove 23 9 3 oe oe . ove 1 . 
North Sylhet one 16 4 2 1 8) sou pisos Jove | cee 1 Z| coe | coe | cee | coe | coe | ove | coe 
Karimganj oe 16 S| on 1 2 | 11 2 2| 2|10| 1 3| 2 
Sylhet on 
South Sylhet ove 37 | ov rer 37 EEK -Sebe | cai I | eve 12] ose | cos.) (8:| 2] EB] ce | cool Op € 
Habiganj ove 5 I ees 7 6) os se 2 1 2 toe YA vere 2 2) 14 2 2 2 2 
Sadr ove ove 8 7 | oe gr 34 B] coe | coe | ove Ech Go. beg: Let 2) ee RET ah att OT 8 
Darrang 
Mangaldai one 15 ir 1 11 4 5) § . Wh 2% 
Nowgong Sadr ae ave 2 @' |. om 12 V] S| vee | vos | ove 1 V] ose | cae | coe | conn] coe | coe | one | one 
(| Ditto ove eee 9 2] ws 60 27 4) 3 ml 2s a1 | 16 
| 
Sibsagar 4.4] Jorhat ow 38*| 33 5 61 23 8s} 3} S| 4 1 zr} a] a] 4! 4)97] 3] t] 13] 6 
Golaghat ... uw 99 48 6 73 34 2 ‘ I 2| 2] 51 sis 
Total - oe | 405 | 135 20| 314] 159 48) 8] 13] 9 29 3 4| 67] 50 
—_— a | | | a | | | | a 
Sadr oo 0 Details not given, In 187 cases under Act I of 1882, 210 
Lakhimpur ... coolies were convicted, and in 13 cases under Act } eee 4| 18] 16 
North Lakhimpur ... XIII of 1859, 14 coolies were convicted, 








This includes threecases of coolles under contract under section 4gaoi the indian Fenal Codes 
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No details of complaints under Act XIII of 1859 or Act I of 1882 were furnished from 
the district of Lakhimpur. Excluding this district, of 719 complaints by managers of absence 
or desertion of coolies under Act XIII of 1859 or Act I of 1882, only 41 per cent. led to 
conviction, the proportion being much higher under the latter than under the former Act, 
-owing tothe large number of infructuous complaints filed under Act XIII ia the Cachar and 
Sythet. districts. The commonest reason for the failure of complaints was that the deserter 
could not be traced. This was the case with 70 cases out of 137 in the sadr subdivision of 
the Cachar district, with 14 out of 23 complaints in the Hailakandi subdivision of this district, 
and with 35 out of 37 complaints filed in South Sylhet. It is worth noting that 16 cases 
were struck off in the Golaghat subdivision of the Sibsagar district, because the dependents 
intimated their willingness to return to their gardens and work off their contracts, as the perma- 
nent manager had returned. Very few coolies were sent to jail under Act XIII, Complaints 
against recruiting sardars for not returning to their gardens were of importance only in the Jorhat 
subdivision of Sibsagar, They were filed by several managers, but were mostly struck off, 
apparently because the-deserting sardar could not be traced. There were only 13 cases in 
which persons were charged with enticement. In 30 cases coolies were charged by garden 
managers with illegally resisting their authority by rioting, taking part in an unlawful assembly, 
assaults, or insult, and inall but one of these cases, the defendants were convicted. In 21 
cases of aserious complexion, 174 coolies were sentenced. Excluding the Lakhimpur district, 
in only 67 cases were coolies charged at the manager's instance with other offénces under 
the Penal Code, and in 50 of these conviction followed complaint. 


_ Turning now to cases in which coolies were the complainants, in 29 cases managers 
were charged with using force or intimidation to procure the renewal of a contract, which 
is, of course, an offence requiring strict repression, Of these 29 cases, 26 occurred in 
the Sylhet district, and inonly one of them did the Magistrate convict. There were 10 
other cases of complaints by coolies against planters, but only one led to conviction. A 
number of them were merely cross complaints of assault connected with cases in which 
coolies were charged with rioting. 

417. The following table shows the number of desertions reported among the adult tea- 
garden population, district by district, for the past two years: 


Desertions. 










Percentage of desertions on strength among 





Total desertions Desertione Desertions 
among Act | among non-Act 
among adults. population. population, 





Nov-Act popu- | Total adult 
lation. population. 





Act popula 
tion, 








District. 






1899. | 1898 | 189. | 1898 | 1899. 



























Cachar roy 3,182 2,629 330 338 | 3,853 | 2,291 
Sythet see 6,028 | 4,300 740 327 | 5,288} 3,973 
Kamrup ose 370 338 si 33 319 
Darrang oe 2,098 | 1,843 99 794| 2199 
Nowgong ” 548 $33 | 363 332 183 
Sibsagar .., aoe eo we | 2,922 | 2,950] 2,931 | 1,044] 1,380 
Lakhimpur ase ase ee | 3,035 2,924 | £,589! 1,243] 1.446 

17,969 | 14,807 | $,308 | 4,0%0 | 12,666 






On the whole, there was a considerable decrease in the number of desertions. The coolie 
population during 1899 consisted, to a larger extent than usual, of seasoned labourers, 
who do not desert so freely as new arrivals. As noted in last year’s report, Mr. Baker, 
Subdivisional Officer of the North Cachar Hills, was instructed to help in tracing coolies who 
deserted from gardens to work on the Assam-Bengal Railway. Many coolies were returned to 
their gardens, and their return served as a discouragement to intending deserters, 


SgecrTiow 2. 

Inmigra- 
tion and 
Labour 

Inspection. 


SECTION 2. 
Immigra- 
tion and 
Labour 

Inspection. 
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418. The following table shows for each district (1) the number of desertions of labourers 
under contract under Act I of 1882; (2) the number of warrants 
Arrests and convictions of deserters iggued for the arrest of such deserters; (3) the number of such 
under Act contracts. 
deserters arrested, and (4) the number convicted of desertion 
(section 175, Act I of 1882): 

































Number arrested 
Number oF Number of 
District. (Act labour. warrants 
ers) issued, By By Total Number 
: warrant. manager. : convicted. 
Cee | 
fa ee 
Cachar be | 338 9 
Sylhet ax aaa 327 a1 
Kamrup oss eerc 32 
Darrang ane ans 794 37 
Nowgong ewe ae 232 4 
Sibsagar... ase 1,044 88 
Lakhimpur ... ar 1,243 176 
Total of 1899 es 4,010. 335 
vo 99 T8QR oe 5,303 350 








419. Enquiries were made during the year into the complaints of tea-planters whose gardens 
lie along the Hill Tippera border that their Act-XIII coolies were 
being enticed across the frontier to develop Hill Tippera country. 
It was alleged that the Hill Tippera authorities gave no assistance in the recavery of such coclies 
by executing warrants. The Hill Tippera authorities denied that any enticement was practised to 
attract the coolies, and alleged that the execution of warrants was made difficult by the want of 
means of identifying the absconders. They suggested that, with each warrant for the arrest. 
of a coolie, a person capable of identifying the coolie should be sent to help the State police, 
The question was still under discussion at the close of the year. 


Cases under Act XIII of 1859. 


i ctiarticis Ses eacdieae' ts tabone 420. The following table shows the proportion of desertions to 


force on healthy and unhealthy gardens, 
respectively. * labour force on healthy and unhealthy gardens : 





Mean atrength. Number of desertions. 


District. —_——_———— eum 


Unhealthy | Healthy | Unhealthy | Healthy | Unhealthy 
gardens. gardens. gardens. gardens. gardens. 


Percentage of desertions to labour force. 















































1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 

Cachar ads Mis see 124,086 1,340 39344 37 . 2°69 a‘7t 

Sylhet ae ies a 143,005 145 5,878 12 au qu 

Kamrup one we ase 2,752 1,084 275 213 9°99 12°72 

Darrang me ase wee 69,614 2,336 1,980 214 2°84 3°05 

Nowgong eee ove aay 16,132 4121 Sut 135 3°16 3°19 

Sibsagar oe ove tes 142,531 45136 25793 278 1°95 2°09, 

Lakhimpur ss... one a 124,861 4,012 30774 96 gro 3:00 
——_|——_—___— -————_|———_—. 

Total was ov ase 622,983 19,174 18,555 1,005 2°98 3°06 
Se eel 

Total of 1898 .. ese Sad 5945234 48,044 21,266 1,963 358 Or 


There were proportionately about twice as many desertions from unbealthy as_ there 
were from healthy gardens. These “deserters” include non-Act coolies, many of whom were 
under no sort of agreement. Qf the 213 deserters in Kamrup, for instance, only 5 were Act 
Coolies, 
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There was a decrease in the proportion of deserters of every nationality. As in previous cpcqioy 2, 
years, the highest proportion of deserters was among coolies from the North-Western Provinces Hoes 
. mt, ict 
and the Central Provinces. hon aed 











421. The following table shows the registered birth-rate on tea gardens during the past two iubicnbd 
Birth-rate. years: 
Bigth-rate calculated on tea-gar- Birth-rate calculated on adult 
den population, female population. 
District. 











1899+ 
1 | a | 3 | 4 5 
Cachar . wes ys cee oe ais 20°3 . 263 65°3 85'0 7 
Sylhet ‘3 me rm ea 19°5 268 626 86°3 
Kamrup oes ooo eee eee ose 316 32°0 9o"4 918 
Darrang ove an eee aay ae 18°7 25 59°8 70°O 
Nowgong .. ise ise as os 180 19°5 54°1 59°0 
Sibsagar * _ ove bee See 23°7 27°2 808 92°7 
Lakhimpur _... sae cae ace ‘a 25°0 282 786 88°1 
es —] Naan | ren 

Total ave eee eee ooo . 21°6 26°3 69°9 851 





Registration is no doubt very imperfect; but the hard work on which coolie women are 
employed is not calculated to raise the birtherate. 

422. The following table distributes the births amongst the different nationalities, and shows 
the birth-rate among each class calculated on the mean strength of 


Birth-rate according to nationality. 
adult females : 





Nagear Benge! Bhs z : 

roper estern Sentra’ 
Sonthal or and | Provinces |Provinces. Madras. | Assam. | Total. 
Parganas. Orissa [and Oudh. 





Average strength of women under Act I or 


88,023 12,118 35,762 sa 20,122 5,186 35375 | 197,966 


other wise 
Number of births... is ses 7948 960 3,065 2,290 1,664 554 373 16,857 
Birth-rate per 1,000... ase o 90°3 79°2 85°7 688 82°7 106°8 110°5 85°14 
is o> 99 (1898) a8 sai 76°3 jor 76°3 8 640 O71 892 6°99 








—  . 





Births amongst females from Bombay (1) and Nepal (2) are not shown, as the total pepulation of these nationalitics is very small. 


The birth-rate is the highest registered for any year since 1892. and has improved in the case 
of every class of coolies. 
3H 
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423. Statistics of the mortality among ail classes of the labouring population, including children 
























SgcTION 2. 
half-year separately are given in the table 
Immigra- Death-rate for the year. for the y eae and each hal y Pp y & : 
tion and below, with the corresponding figures for the previous year: 
Labour 
Inspection. Ratio of deaths per mille. 
Deaths among all classes of labourers, including 
childreo. 
Half-yearly, 
District, Anoual, 
First half-vear, |Second half-year. 


Total, First half-year. | Second half-year. 
























































1898, | 1899. | 1858. | 1893. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. 
7 3 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 of 12 "3 
e 

Cachar ase ae eae ose 1,542 1,260 1,776 1,373 | 3,318 2,633 13°3 10°3 34°0 10°9 26°3 20°9 
Sylhet on en eee Pa 2,081 1,28 | 1,968 1,623 | 4,049 | 3,140 143 10°7 13°6 10a 27°9 at°9 
Kamrup.. ies ase $e jo 92 8s 85 155 77 18°3 23°S axm 23°6 40% 46°85 
Darrang ... one eee eee 1,087 1,140 3,237 1,378 2,334 2,419 1s°0 16°0 19°4 17°6 34 33°6 
Nowgong ... eee oe oe 437 432 520 433 947 864 19'S art 24°3 ars 43°85 42°6 
Sibsagar... eee oe Sn: 3,238 1,758 2,581 2,407 41809 4.165 15°2 11r’g 175 16°4 33°7 aug 
Lakhimpor... oo ae ese 2,088 1,786 2,327 2426 | 4.495 | 4,212 16°3 13°8 180 18°8 34°3 32°6 
Total box oe Por eae 95523 | 3997 | 10,494 9,613 | 20,017 | 17,610 143 12°5 16°3 15-0 : aur 27°S 





Although there is room for improvement in the registration of deaths, they were registered 
at least as accurately as in previous years, and it is therefore very satisfactory to note that the 
death-rate is substantially lower than that of 1898, which was the lowest hitherto recorded. The 
healthiness of the year and the comparatively small proportion of new immigrants account for the 
low death-rate, as they do for the increase in the birth-rate. In Kamrup and Darrang, the death- 
rate was higher than in 1898, The former district possesses very few gardens, and the high death 
rate is largely accounted for by the excessive unhealthiness of one of them, which has on that 
account been recently closed to Act labour. The increase in the registered death-rate in Darrang 
was due mainly to the more accurate registration of infant mortality. There was a slight decline 
in the death-rate of Act adults. : . 


424. The following table shows the mortality amongst both Act and non-Actadult labourers 




















Death-rate amongst adults. during the past two years : 
‘ Ratio per mille of deaths to annual 
Number of deaths among adults. strength. 
Actual strength 
of total aalitte 
Parr population o . = . 
District. both Act“and. Act. Non-Act Total, 
noueAct 
labourers. 
1898. 1899. 1898- 1899. 1898, 129g. | 1898. 1899. 1808. | 1899. | 1898. | 1859. 
i 1 \ 












































Cachar... ooo ase ae | 79,584 | 78,343 248 : 99 2,318 1,833 | 2,666 1,932 | 57°1 | 31°6 30°7 | 34°74 | 32°2 | 24°6 
Sylhet ... one ane «| 86,632 | 84,706 413 281 2,599 | 1,986 3,012 2,267 | 340 | 2Q°1 34°38 | 26% | 34°57 | 26-7 
Kamrup ae oe _ 2,650 2,636 34 48 76 95 £10 123, 53°27 | 83°8 | 37°7 | 36% | 415 | 46°5 
Darrang doe aes see | 46,906 | 472248 1,335 1,222 43 O14 1,743 1,836 | $24 | 4g | 2tr2 | 27% | 38°39 | 36°8 
Nowgong ae on see | 149878 | 139833 432 403 287 354 739 662 | 587 | 596 | 39°9 | 35°9 | 49°6 | 47°8 
Sibsagar ‘ea a «.. | 88,816 | 83,299 | 2,130} 1,720} 1,352 | 45253 | 3,482 | 2.978 | 47°3 | 40°2 | 307 | 37°5 | 39°! | 33°7 
Lakhimpur ee oe ++ | 84,974 | 85,038 | 2,056 } 2,034 | 1,091 995| 3157 | 3.029 | 451 | 44°39] 27°S | 25°3 | 351 | 35°6 

= i a —|—— | —— i—— 
Total ... bey es woe | 4049446 | 400,105] 6,728 | 5,812 | 4,136 | 7,015 | 14,864 | 12,827 ato 43°6 | girth | 26°3 | 36°7 | 32°0 





Having regard to the fact that these figures relate to an adult populaticn only, the rate of 
mortality for Act coolies, or 43°6 per thousand, although it shows an improvement over previvus 
years, must be deemed to be excessive. 
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425. The following table gives the recorded causes of death among adult Act coolies Srctice 1, 

















ses of death among Act labourers. ° en 
aa . during the past two years: Immigra 
tion and 
Labour 
3 S Inspection. 
3 Deaths from 7 
Z z 
g 8 3 
: £ Fi 
District. 3 $ 3. 3 
27 q g4 a x) 
Ee | Row 2 ie $#\)3 g 
52 s : & sé e 2 = 
be s 5 3 2 3 g a 
as rn] 8 2 3 £3 ¢ 8 3 a 
fa 3 E S ES a 3 3 3 
se | 3 | s | & aie] 2128 & 
i" =° 9 a Q 2 < [4 fo) & < 
a a a cn CE Ed cry ee a ne 
t 
1 | Py | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 10 | “m 
a i eh ee 
1899 * 7 . 3,202 as 1s 20 | lo 23 4 a 99 316 
a 1898 ee ove 41364 35 45 50 10 85 20 3 aq8 | 578 
1899 eee oe one 90516 a2 19 27 28 41 53 or 281 29°! 
Sylhet eos { 
1898 des « . 12,079 “4 44 62 40 a5 79 119 413 340 
1899 y . . 568 8 A s 18 9 8 48 84:8 
amru aoe 
si 1898 “ 639 a 3 3 6 9 a 9 34 53°7 
1899 a 24.862 Tor 95 269 86 377 159 235 1,232 4! 
Darrang se { 1898 we | 970452 102 80 366 mam 397 178 B51} 1.385] > 50°¢ 
{ 1899 6,849 ar 19 73 4a7 4! 36 91 408 59°6 
10 eee 
Nowgong 1898 . 7.710 ” 13 96 140 65 16 104 $52 587 
7 is oo 42,653 161 77 397 116 174 287 408 | 1,720 roe | 
Sibsagar “V8, 098 ss 44.968 234 146 612 123 192 318 $05 | 2.130 473 
-~ ae os eee | 45,837 137 186 443 196 384 184 534 23,034 43 
khi eee on 
Pekbiowpur 1898 dit wie woe | 45,780 51 161 532 809 368 135 sto 2,066 45l 
189 oes ae eee | 133.484 465 git 1,234 561 949 433 1.369 5-812 436 
Total } 19 eu oe aay | 142,993 585 492 i,7at 640 1,048 748 1,507 6,728 47°0 
1897 vis te woe | 146,824 | 1.235 633 | 4175 779 887 759 | 3901 | 8,359 56°7 








Except for a small increase of 19 in the number of deaths from diarrhoea, there was a decline 
all round in the mortality from every form of disease. 


426. ‘The table below shows the recorded causes of death amongst non-Act adult coolies 


Causes of death among non-dAct : 
labourers. during each of the past two years. 





Deaths from 





District. 


Mean strength of non-Act coolles 


employed in 1899. 
anchylostomtasis. 


Malarial fever. 


8 
3 
a 
3 
3 
3 
x} 
= 
3 
€ 
$ 
a 
5 
< 


Anzmia of coolies or 
Respiratory diseases. 


Total] deathe. 


Other causes. 


E | & 
al & 





yay 1899 75,190 Too | 183 302 323 108 234 736 | 11986 
: 1898 745552 978 | 247 480 452 20 356 766 45599 
Kamrup sw. ee pe ne i‘ » J i‘ ‘ i 
1898 . 2,011 5 3 & 36 7 3 "4 76 

1899 on woe 22,386 53 4° 108 89 103 46 195 614 

parece a“ fc { 1898 oe iste 19,452 at 79 59 86 69 a3 76 413 
1809 ‘Se tee 6.984 to 6 24 131 14 7 52 254 

Mow gang: ‘cr - { 1898 es ae 7,168 8 4 33 123 aI 39 59 387 


45:646 


Sibsagar 
. 43,848 


39,201 62] 85 156 106 153 125 308 
Lakhimpur ... 
1 1898 ane oe on 390193 89 78 218 117 117 80 392 


1,091 

















7.01§ 
&,136 
10,723 


Total rsQy wee aes os 261.444 904 | 919 | Betyg 1,329 676 759) «N50 


(is ee oe ass 266,617 455 | 691 1,255) 1,181 7 760 | 1,086 
a 1597 hice ooo ae 2555373 1,266 864 mar | 1,827 1,297 882 2,230 


‘ i i) iss see oes 752139 | 125 249 438 358 250 158 355 1,833 
achar we ie 
1898 alt we ss 75.220 347 375 658 495 261 160 qa 2,318 








Section 2. 
Immigra- 
tion and 

Labour 
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Although the registration of non-Act deaths is inaccurate and the above figures fall probably 
considerably short of the full mortality amongst such coolies, there can be no doubt that the death- 
rate is really much lower than that among Act coolies. There are many reasons for this: the non- 
Act coolies generally belong to a better class and are better paid, but the principal reason 
undoubtedly is that they are ordinarily people who have become acclimatised before sett!ing down 
as Act XIII or free coolies. 


427. The following statement illustrates the mortality among adult tea-garden coolies 


Mortality according to country oforigia. 4.) ’ Paar 
OTRINY BECOMES COMMA WOVE” distcibuted according to nationality : 


Annual strength of Deaths among adults Ratio per mille 
of both classes. 


adults of both Act of deaths to 





























Nationality. Sex. and non-Act labourers. annual strength. 
1898 | 1899. 1899. | 3898 1899 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 
Chota Nagpur and Sontha ie fag as } a { 3,050 2,770 i 
arganas i acs i 177,219 377,662 34°2 31°. 
never . (Women a] r : 3,006 2,834 . 
Men... ia 520 335 
Bengal < Behar a ave { 26,708 25,861 34'S 22°4 
' Women oe | D- 401 247 | 
: Men .., ies 970 809 | 
Bengal Proper and Orissa ... { 69,333 67,206 i 28°7 25°7 
Women aoe 1,019 921 
Men ... ove 1,454 1,075 | 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh ... | 67,604 64,159 4r4 34°! 
Women eae 15342 1,116 
Men ... sige 1,456 1,146 
Central Provinces . { 40,216 40926 ‘ 65°0 $5°6 
Women ase 1,158 1,133 
Men bet 164 128 
Madras fon 10,507 10,772 i 310 a7°2 
. Women en 
| (Men q 
Assam ae { i 12,520 13,189 ‘ 
Women do 
Sag | 
eae \ i ise one 205,391 202,139 75709 6,338 37°5 313 
ota! 
Women sei 199,055 197,966 75155 6,489 35°9 32°7 
Grand total see wae eee ausces 400,105 14,864 | 12,827 36°7 | 32°0 











N.B.—The deaths among coolies from Rombay (1 male and 2 females) and Nepal (6 males and 2 females) are included in the total, 
but are not shown separately, as the total number of such coolies is small. 


428. The following statement shows the number and proportion of unhealthy gardens in each 
district during the last two years. Gardens are classed as 
unhealthy on which the average mortality, either for the garden 
population as a whole, or for the Act or non-Act population taken separately, exceeds 7 per cent., 
and the number of deaths from which the average is struck is not less than 10: ; 


Proportion of unhealthy gardens. 





Number of unhealthy Perceatage of unhealthy 
gardens, gardens. 


District. s a 
1898, | 1899. | 1898. 1899. 1898. (899. 


Total oumber ef gardens. 














Cachar... ans oe eee 
Sylhet aes aa eve 

amrup... an vei oes 
Darrang ... tae oe aa 
Nowgong ... aes ees iss 
Sibsagar ... ave _ ies 
Lakhimpur ove 


Total eee ase oa és 








* This fgure does not include Dona and Natwanpur tea gardens, which submit returns to Cachar, and Panchas tea garden, which does nut submit 
Returns Nos. so and 51. 
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Previous to 1889, only those gardens were placed on the unhealthy list which were unhealthy Sgcriow 2. 
in respect of the total population. For the purpose of comparison, the following table is added hire: 
showing the number of unhealthy gardens in each district during the years 1882 to 1899, 7.¢., since tion and 










































































Act I of 1882 came into force, classified according to the method in force before 1899 : Taapecniow. 
| | | en Ae 
District. 1882. | 1833. } 1884. | 1885. | 1886. | 1887. | 1888. 1889. | 1890. | 189%. 1892. | 1893. 1894. | 1895. | 18¢6. | 1897- | 1895. | 1% Q9- 
ps i | 
Hed Thee 4 
I a 3 4 5 6 7 8 | 9 10 " 12 13 14 | 15 16 17 | 18 19 
| | 1 
Cachar ie ee | 3 5 9 I 10 7 7 12 1 5 8 3 2 sk 2} 10 
Sylhet fie eee eee 14 15 18 | 13 5 4 10 I 3 | 3 eae Pe wee ais 5 1 
Kamrup eee see 2 2 | 3 3 | 2 | 1 6 4 5 I 1 | I I 
Darrang re eee 14 14 j 14 9 8 10 12 10 2 St 28 | | 3 2 | 4 ' 
Nowgong ~ eee eee 16 14 | 16 3 4/ a 2 | 6 2| 3 | 5 | 5 | 7 eee | ie ere oo ' 
Sibsagar Be roe 7 tr 25 5 15 10 | 1} 38 | a] 6 14 I 6 a | 5 2 
Lakhimpur ooo oe | 15 13 uu 3 14 15 17 | 12 5 4 8 | 4] s 5 5 15 7 4 
—  — | |—-| —__| —— | _ _ —— en a eae | —— - 
Total sas cos]! Sh] 93)" 98 | 42| 64] 49] 65| 69) 28) 30{ ss| | or] | 10} 39] 8 9 
hi oJ ey 














429. At the beginning of the year 1899, there were 858 gardens on the register. The number 

of gardens on the Cachar register decreased by 41, 40 being 

anumber of gardens submitting returns estates on which no coolies were employed, which were included 

in the list for 1898. One garden was closed and four gardens 

amalgamated with others in Sylhet. In Darrang, the Tezpu: saw-mill was struck off the list, as 

it no longer employs Act labour, and eight new gardens were opened. One garden in Nowgong 

employing no coolies was struck off the register. In Sibsagar one and in Lakhimpur three new 

gardens were opened, and one old garden in Lakhimpur was re-opened, leaving 823 gardens on 
the register for the province at the end of the year. 

430. Seven hundred and fifty-seven gardens were liable to inspection, as employing Act 
coolies or more than 50 non-Act coolies, Of these, 746 were 
inspected, and one garden, which employed less than 50 labourers, 

was also inspected. Of the 11 gardens hable to inspection, which remained uninspected, three 
were in the district of Cachar. Four gardens of one Company were left uninspected in Sylhet 
through a_ mistake. All gardens were inspected in Kamrup, Nowgong, and Sibsagar. In 
Darrang one garden and in Lakhimpur two gardens remained uninspected. The estate entered in 
the return as uninspected in Sibsagar was the Marangial saw-mill, which was inspected under the 
Factories Act. 
481. District officers were requested to dwell on the subject of the relations between atolies 
and their employers at a greater length and detail than usual in 
Be itera between employers and their reports for 18g9, and 34 cases of conflict between employers 
or their officers and labourers, or between labourers themsclves,- 
have been mentioned in the district reports. The majority of these disturbances were, however, 
very trivial, and they afford no indication of the existence of any general dissatisfaction of coolies 
with their managers, relations between whom were on the same good footing as in previous years. 
The districts which reported the largest number of cases were Sylhet (12), Sibsagar (12), and 
Cachar (5). Cases in which managers or their Babus are complainants almost invariably have 
_their origin in the dissatisfaction of the labour force at some change introduced in well-established 
methods of work by a new manager. Occasionally a coolie who has a grievance against the 
-manager on account of stopped pay, or a suspicion of interference with his women, induces other 
coolies to join him in an assault on the manager. Cases brought by coolies against managers were 
either cases of assault (in the Karimganj subdivision there were 4 of these) or of attempted rape. 
The Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet, who regards the ‘“* wave of unrest’ on tea gardens so much 
discussed in certain sections of the press asa myth, says — 

A constant source of friction on some gardens is the occurrence of disputes as to whether Act-XIII agreements 
have expired or not. 
and recommends, among other things, that these contracts should invariably be written. 

This is a sound suggestion. The Chief Commissioner is obliged to add that the working of 
Act XIII is a source of considerable anxiety to the Administration, 


Inspection. 


2S 
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Sgcrion 2. The Deputy Commissioner of Darrang, in whose district, containing 73,000 coolies, there 
drums were only two cases, reports : 
Hen ites The supply of labour is now so restricted and the cost of importation is so heavy, that one of the principal duties 


Labour of a manager is to secure the confidence of his employés, and to succeed in attaching them to the garden, and 
Inspection. Agents and Directors regard with but scanty favour a planter who cannot pull with his labour force. 

A brief account is given below of some of the more important cases: 

In June Mr. Falckytter, a new assistant manager in Cachar, kicked acoolie, who was 
digging a hole to plant a post for a house. The coolie’s spleen was ruptured, and he died. Mr. 
Falckytter was tried and acquitted by the Sessions Judge. While the trial was pending, 
Mr. Falckytter, who appears to have been a hasty-tempered man and unsympathetic with his 
coolies, had another dispute with some of them and was ruthlessly beaten. In three other 
cases in Cachar, managers or their Babus had more or less serious encounters with their 
coolies. 

In May Mr. Bellwood, the manager of the Nadua tea estate in Lakhimpur district, was 
seriourly assaulted with sticks by six coolies of his estate, instigated by a girl who alleged that 
Mr. Bellwood had outraged, or wanted to outrage, her. Mr. Bellwood was so badly beaten that 
his condition was for some time critical, The persons who committed the assault were sentenced 
to two years’ imprisonment each. 

In the same district in March Mr. Cumming, the manager of the Rangliting tea estate, 
administered a severe flogging to a boy, who died three days afterwards. The Civil Surgeon’s 
deposition, in the Deputy Commissioner’s opinion, showed that the whipping had nothing to do 
with the boy’s death, and Mr. Cumming was sentenced toa nominal fine for causing hurt. The 

. Judge of the Assam Valley Districts called for the record of the case, but did not think that it 
was necessary to take further proceedings, The Chief Commissioner took a more serious view of 
the offence, and considered the punishment altogether inadequate ; but, in view of the Judge’s 
decision, was not prepared to re-open the case. 

There were in Sibsagar and Sylhet several cases of new managers being mobbed by their 
coolies on account of some change in the method of work or pay. Coolies are exceedingly 
conservative, and strongly resent any change in the system of working the garden. 

432. Two cases of friction between managers and the neighbouring vasyats were reported 


ir belatign, betnsen the garden PoP from the Surma Valley : 

In the Hailakandi subdivision, a case, which caused considerable interest at the time, 
occurred, in which Mr, Ross, the manager of the Mohanpur tea estate, hada dispute with some 
villagers on account of their taking forest-produce from what he thought was, but what really was 
not, his garden land. He was set on by a crowd of villagers and was beaten, and, in using his 
revolver in defence, shot one villager dead and wounded another. He was committed to take 
his trial for murder before the High Court at Calcutta, but was.acquitted. Mr. Ross subsequently 
brought a charge of assault against the villagers who had beaten him, but did not proceed with 
it, and the accused were acquitted. 

The other case of friction was that of a manager in South Sylhet, who was fined Rs 
100 for cutting thatching-grass on land belonging to a neighbour. ° 

The average number of coolies per too acres of tea under cultivation was 120, which 


is lower than in any year since 1894. The average number of coolies per too acres is shown 
in the table below for every year since 1883: 








Area under Total aduit labour | Number of adult Area under Tatal adult labour | Number of adult 
Year. tea force (annual mean),| labourers per 100 Year. tea force (annual mean).| labourers per 100 
cultivation. Act aed non-Act. acres of tea. cultivation. Act and non-Act. acres of tea. 


























Acres, Acres. 
1883... 189,453 153,739 81 
1884... 189,852 177,622 93 | 1892... 247,192 








1885... 197,510 188,262 95 | 1893... 254,126 

‘ 1886... 203,993 192,076 94 | 1894... 268,796 
1857 ws. 211,079 203,023 go | 1895... 276,014 334,298 | 128 
1888 ww 216,675 219,861 lol 1896... 306,460 125 
1889 a. 2279249 241,297 106 | 1897... 402,205 129 
1890 we 231,038 250,113 108 | 18908... 404,446 124 
1891 : 241,823 265,315 : 


* Revised figures, 
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‘The decrease in the number of labourers employed against an increase in the area under Sgction 2. 
tea cultivation is obviously an unsatisfactory symptom of the tea industry. laminas 


433. The following table shows the area of Government land taken up by time-expired coolies oes 
ao0our 


Inspection. 





-onngttlement of time-expired labourers during the past two years, and also in 1880, 1885, and 1890: 


—$—$—$———$————— nn OOO eee ee ei 
Area settled direct with trme-expired ccolles in 


District. 
1880, 1885. 1890. 1898. 1899. 


















Acres. 

Cachar ose 12,578 
Sylhet ooo wee cP nee 3v0 257 117 
amrup too eee eee eee 42 244 179 
Darrang ... on ae eee 7,454 17,780 22,430 
Nowgong eee ooo ve oe 1,k95 51409 6,713 
Sibsagar a8 tee eas see 10,639 19,700 22,460 
Lakxhimpur ove eee eee | 740 2,237 4,897 17,294 19,458 
Total oe ons ae OS Sake | 41584 8,196 32,360 | 72,697 83,947 


* Information not available. 


This does not include land held by coolies as sub-tenants of managers or of varyats 
throughout the province or under mz? asdars in Cachar and Sylhet. A considerable increase took 
place in the area held by time-expired coolies in the Upper Assam districts of Darrang, Nowgoung, 
Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur. The Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong attributes the increase to the 
encouragement given to extend cultivation by the good harvests recently obtained. The extension 
of cultivation by time-expired coolies in Darrang proceeds in a very satisfactory manner. 

434, As in the previous year, 4 shelters for sick and destitute coolies were attached to 
dispensaries in Cachar and 8 in Sylhet, and 3 shelters for able- 
bodied vagrants were kept up in the Habiganj subdivision of the 
Sylhet district. Of 335 coolies treated in these shelters (including those remaining from the 
previous year), 276 were ex-tea-garden coolies, 21 railway coolies, and 14 other vagrants, Of 
these, 69 died, 141 were discharged recovered, 103 left before recovery, and 22 remained in the 
shelters at the close of the year. The rate of mortality was 20°6 per cent., coolies being generally 
in an advanced state of weakness before they took advantage of the shelters. No coolies were 
returned to their gardens or repatriated from the shelters during the year. The average stay of 
the coolies at the Silchar and Katigora shelters was three days. At the other two shelters in 
Cachar, the average was at Hailakandi, 14 days, and at Lakhipur, 15 days. These high averages 
were due tothe detention of a blind man and an old woman, who could not otherwise be 
provided for. The average periods of detention in the Sylhet hospital-sheds varied from 28 to 
42 days, and no explanation has been offered of this very high average. The total expenditure 
incurred in connection with the shelters during the year was Rs. 1,721-1-7, distributed as 

follows : ; 


Sick and destitute cvolies. 








—_— Cacher, Sylhet. Total. 

I | 3 3 4 
Ra. a. p Rs. a, p. Rs. a p. 
Buildings and repairs... oe ove a 164 8 o 194 12 3 359 4 3 
Diet . sis F is eee ass nee 883 14 I 376 10 o 1,200 8 I 
Cost of clothing ove so oo oo gz 10 ° g2 1 0 

Repatriation ... vee eee one on toe toe oes 
Funeral charges eee ons ase oes 2600 eas 26 0 0 
’ Miscellaneous... vee ae tis eee 2315 3 19 § Oo 43 4 3 








Total eoo* ree eee oe eos 1,130 6 4 590 11 3 1,721 I 7 





SEcTION 3. 


—_—_— 


Medical 
velief. 
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The average expenditure on each pauper in dispensary shelters was Rs. 5-3-11. The 
average in Cachar was Rs, 6-5-7 and in Sylhet Rs. 3-15. The average cost per diem for diet 
was | anna 1 pie in Sylhet, and varied in Cachar from 1 anna 8 gies in Silchar to 2 annas 7 pies in 
Lak impur. 

435. The statement below shows the receipts and disbursements of the Inland Labour 
Transport Fund in Bengal and Assam during the year 1899 
1900 : 


Inlaod Labour Transport Fund. 











Expenditure. 










Receipts. 







Benga! Total. 


Heads. figures. 



























































Mepicat. Rs. a p.| Rs. a p.-| Rs. a p. Rs. a. p.| Rs. a p.| Rs. a. p. 
Salaries of depdt establish - 
Contractors’ license fees under ment (including Assistant 
section 13 oo on 1.47§ 10 0 200 0 0 1,675 10 Surgeoos, Hospital Agsist- 
Recruiters’ licerse fees under ante om sep dressers, 
section a4 oes 1 eeeeee ayz 0 9 272 0 oj clerks and menials, etc.) ... | 12,2. 10 3,72 14:97 
Registration fees under sec- ’ Supplies and services ist naa 4 1729 S$ 3] 145978 10 4 
tions 35 and 63 ae ‘inaeed 15,596 8 of 15,596 8 cluding diet of patients, 
Rates under section 109 a | 64,898 7 6 seceee 64,898 7 value of medical stores, 
Fees tor use of debarkation clothing and bedding, pur- 
depéts on ae 3.661 8 3 onsees 3.661 8 chase of country medicines, 
Fees for labour under sections expenses during the preval. 
mt ri 1138 oe ae 6,328 0 oO} 6,328 0 ence of spicemics ane. petty 
ledical examination fees... 9 5 ©} construction andrepairs) ... | 15,685 13 6 1, 
Recoveries fer sick coolies Ee, = Contingent chatges” : oo ‘i nae ls : tits 79 
treated in hospitals oi 1,281 13 11 1,281 13 11] Grants to dispeosaries Sp60 0 Oo} Hawes 5,060 0 © 
Fines and miscellancous... 639 14 9 889 14 Inspectors, Embarkation 
Diet, etc., charges recovered.., 2470 9 6 8.470 9 Agent, and other officers... 8,838 3 1) 19,804 6 7] 28,432 7 B 
Fees for license of immigrant Clerks and servants one 9853 1§ 1] §,627 10 9] 15,481 9 10 
vessels under section 9°... aveees oO} =-1,300 0 Travelling allowance, etc. ... 8,375 11 0] 1,138 3 oO 9,503 2 ° 
Miscellaneous (including rents. , : 
Capitation fees... ow seeeee o| 61,055 3 percentages of treasury and 
ail euuit moe re. 
iscellaneous =... ooo seseee 147 6 4 ‘uads, etc, ena eee 2517 3 0 1 
m4 7 Fees. lor inspecting. tee 56517 3.733 13 10] 9,850 15 10 
Advances oe ove 58 8 6 escees sts 8 ardens up ove 5,060 10 | 5,060 10 0 
ouse-rent allowance on 408 9 1 408 og 1 
Advances o8, sty §0 9 Oo ooeeee $0 9 o 
Deficiency (excess of pay- 
ments over receipts of 
Inland Labour Transport 
Fund) on oe | 15974618 2 [—g74 1S a). 
Total bee oe 81,932 13 5} 19,308 4x 6) t,01,330 14 11] Total oe 86,274 10 9] 19,398 1 6] 1,05,672 13 3 
ee ——4 = _—_— —_ | a ey 
pening balance... oe | 1,095,590 11 8 Semen 1,039,550 11 Closing balance eve | 1,085,248 14 4 
Grand total oe ees | 25919523 9 1] 19.398 1 6] a,10,921 10 7) Grand total ose ane 






SECTION 3. 
MEDICAL RELIEF. 


436. On January 1st, 1899, there were 108 dispensaries open, during the year 7 new dispensaries, 
all of the second class, were established, and none were closed ; the 
number open at the end of the year was thus 115, of which 17 were 
of the first, 97 of the second, and one was of the third class. There are many private dispensaries 
on tea gardens and other works, not included in the above figures. The following table gives an 
abstract of the work done in dispensaries during 1899 and the two preceding years : 


Dispensaries. 











) 























= a bo : j 
; 2 = | is 
3S & g S |} 2 
5 Number of patients treated. S a a - 
5 ro z 2 z. g 
a . v Vy Lei s 
@ 2 ° =) 4 = 
Year, ] o Sa a P Ey =| 
S & a ae 2 26 2 
& In- Out- 7 5 bye 5 S =3 | = 
3S patients) patients. Total. oe = : s Ss | e 
r=} =& = & EL . ~ rH 
S wo Ege sa | 5. gs | ¢ 
Zz “7 s- z* re) o™ | 6 
- - — —_—_— _—— 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Io ur 
| 
| 
As. p. Rs. 
1897 oe ons one hes Tor 79222 602,268 €09,490 23°40 20°94 488 | 13,335 | 2 10 2,37,172 
| 
| 
1898 ove ooo oon eas 108 6,977 603,290 610,267 22°r; 16°07 | 513 | 14,701 | 2 9 | 8,37,)10 
1899 ae ose oo asa 155 6,217 6173586 623,803 21°46 15'15 | $47 15,066 2 6 2,405,266 
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The total number of persons treated rose from 610,267 in 1898 to 623,803 in 1899—a very Ssctiow 5. 

satisfactory result in a healthy year like 1899. Of the persons treated, 407,122 were men, 87,376 J a5sy 
women, and 129,305 children. As reyards the class of those treated, 143 were Europeans, 722 Asya 
Eurasians, 394,292 Hindus, 170,239 Muhammadans, and 58,407 “Other classes,” The number of 
in-patients again fell a little, being 6,217, against 6,977 in 1898, and the daily average was 318'12, 
The number of out-patients increased, from 603,290 to 617,586. The number who attended 
personally also increased, 416,733 to 431,900. The attendance of women increased, while 
that of children fell off a little. Separate consulting rooms have now been set apart for women 
at all dispensaries, and a much larger number of female patients may be expected to apply for 
relief in future years. 

The principal diseases for which relief was sought were as follows :—malarial fevers 142,736, 
including 3,736 cases of kald-dzdr (the diagnosis in cases of kald-dzér is always a little “doubtful 
but the disease seems to be on the decrease), dysentery 17,387; diarrhcea 12,583; dyspepsia 
14,628, rheumatic affections 23,892 ; and respiratory diseases 23,277, The number of goitre cases 
was 6,946, or about the same as in 1898, and most of the cases occurred in the Nowgong and 
Sibsagar districts and the Naga Hills, There were 436 cases of general and 15,928 of local 
injuries treated during the year, and 275 cases of leprosy. 

The aggregate income was Rs. 2,43,372, against Rs. 2,40,081 in 1898, an increase of Rs. 3,291, 
and the total expenditure Rs. 2,40,266, against Rs. 2,37,910, an increase of Rs.2,356. The balance . 
of invested capital rose from Rs. 46,148 to Rs. 52,875, an increase of Rs. 6,727. The amount of 
subscriptions received from Europeans and Natives wes Rs. 6,805 and Rs. 13,410, respectively ; 
and the receipts from paying-patients were Rs. 2,351. There was not much variation in the amount 
of subscriptions, but the amount recovered from paying patients fell from Rs. 4,960 in 1897, 
and Rs, 3,542 in 1898 to Rs, 2,351 in 1899. 


: SECTION 4. 
LUNATIC ASYLUM. 


437. A total of 125 lunatics, 99 males and 26 females, were confined in the asylum on January 
ist 1899. During the year 16 men and 6 women were admitted. 
Of the inmates, 18 were discharged (15 cured and 3 improved). 
9 died, and 1 escaped, leaving at tke close of the year 119 persons (g5 men and 24 women) 
under restraint, of whom 33 men and 4 women were criminal lunatics. 

The general health was good, though not so good as in 1898, Eighty-five persons were 
admitted to hospital for ordinary diseases, and 2 remained from the preceding year; of these, 79 
were discharged cured, 2 remained in hospital at the close of the year, and gdied during the year. 
The mortality was therefore heavy, being 7°11 against 4°03 in 1898 and 10°52, the average of 
the preceding ten years. Of the 9 deaths, three were due to phthisis, cancer of the stomach, 
and depraved appetite, respectively, The issue of iron and quinine as prophylactics introduced in 
1897 was decidedly advantageous. 

Excluding the sum of Rs, 288-7-8 received from paying patients, the total expenditure 
was Rs, 12,124-0-6, against Rs. 12,994-3-0 in 1898, due partly to a decrease in the average 
daily strength. A net profit of Rs. 1,482-4 was derived from the manufacturing department. 


Tezpur Lunatic Asylum. 


SECTION 5. 
‘LEPER ASYLUM. 


438, Two lepers were left in the Asylum from the previous year, and 14 were admitted 
during the year, making a total of 16 receiving treatment. Of these, 1 was discharged relieved, 
7 left voluntarily, 1 died, and 7 remained in the Asylum at the end of the year. The daily 
average strength was 2°92, and the total expenditure Rs, 812-13-6. The daily average cost of 
each patient’s die was Rs. 0-2-6. 

2T 


Section 6. 


Sanstation. 
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SECTION 6. . 
SANITATION. 
489. The following statement shows the income of the municipalities, stations, unions, and 


Expenditure on sanitary works in towns and the sums spent in each on sanitary works in 1899: 
municipalities, etc. 
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= . * ‘4. % °o aye _— 
i Expenditure—Sanitary Works, Civil. = “Sdi25 
5 - ~ 57 |83 
Z 3 Fi § al pees 
8 & 5 > |f28 |Fs 
a ° E 5 fos |S 
$ sc 2 = |geclge 
> } a 2 § $53 \$ c 
Nu.| Name of locality. a ; | 3 4 e be ese sé 
| & ae 8 EI a bs Ss iss 
$ 3 - $ = a > zs \ 282 [28 
| s E Lp > : 3s | 5 3 é a S& S ~B lee 
3 ° 8 a iy ~ = e 2 = o¢ eda |9°O 
e. & rs 3 = & us E “ a | & 8 walye, 
BE S a = z - | § S02 le. |S 5 | geo [aad 
€3 3 3 5 3 § 2/3 f/2i2]&81 3 e§ | ZBE less 
Es a | "| ok Ss s |/2| 8 | s/2/2] & | 58 | ks lege 
= < > a = 3) Qa <4 = > ° e a“ < Zz 
r | 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 13 13 14 15 16 17 
| 
— | 
| Rs.| Rs.| Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.| Rs. Rs. 
| | 
1 | Silchar «+ | Municipality | 23,950 60 gio 48 | 5,946 6,378 | 1,080 | os 60 | 14.482 | 60°72 | 8,104 | 33°98 
a | Sylhet sis 1s | 29,700} 125 926 | 2,292 | 7,507 7,006 | 17,856 | 60°12 | 10,80 | 36°53 
3 | Dhubri Pe Pa (eh ee 256 441 | 2.619 | oe e181 | 1,999] soe | ace 6.496 | 42°62 | s,ar5 | 94°86 
4 | Goalpara toe » oe $5331 ave 313 14 15461 | oe 1,253 ay sve ane 3,051 87°23 1,788 | 33°54 
5 | Gauhati ere ”» soe | 53,921 180 4546 | 14.427 | 12,550 | 8.452 2:5 s+ | 15357 | 42.045 77°98 | 330593 | 62°32 
| 
6 | Barpeta ais no: rep, AGERE see os 927 | 2,824 | wn | 3.292 | 276) « os 7,319 | 38°93 | 4,027 | arog 
7 | Tezpar isp 1 wee | 19918 | ae 278 293 | 6,569) «+» | 6.139 | 496] + | 1.087) 14,862] 74°62 | 8,723 | 43°79 
8 | Nowgong saa aS we | 12,270 24 584 275 | 3453 | w+ | T4065 | 199] oe ave $1651 | 46°06 | gus45 | 37°04 
| | | 
9 | Dibrugarh oat » «| 340298 | 144 | 2,181 787 | 11.453 48 8.430) 860] ... 882 | 24.785 | 72°23 | 16.385 | 47°68 
| | | 
10 | Sibsagar +. | Station . | 12,060] 55 266 427 3.073 | 90)| 3,520] 23 eee ove 72452 61°79 3.932 | 32°60 
11 | Shillong aan » ee | 24,698 | 192 ooo 1,963 | 10,694 |... 6,685 65>] on eos 19,603 | 79°37 | 12,918 | 5a*30 
} | | 
12 | Habiganj w+ | Union... | 6,162 | 39 | 200 149 | 1,668 «. | 320 ee seg oes 2,378 | 38°59 | 2,058 | 23°40 
| 
13 | Jorhat ie » «. | 11,356 | 59 | 38) 523 | 4798 | os 687 | 934 | o- a 4/374 | 35°52 3687 | 32°47 
14 | Golaghat on ” | 7455 | 80 | 266 242 | 1.037 | «. 14932 | 184 | os 236 | 3,984 | $3°37 | 2,045 | 27°39 
| | 
1s | Hailakandi +. | Town eae ais 480 17) 613 252 19 356 | 337 aoe eee 2,226 ace 1,870 
16 | Sunamganj vee » hap. sia 8 40 262 987 8 2,106 | «. one 253 3.664 ry 1,558 
17 | Karimganj ve » at can? Sle cees 641 1,450 1,075 4I 2,043 | 250] «. | 1,470| 6,970) «. 4927 
18 | Maulvi Bazar... ” aoe mel (Bc, 36 197 1,716 14 237 | «+ ave 115 2,315 Joo 2,078 
19 | Mangaldai Fon ra seal! “RIOT! sect oa jie 2,675 | ws he we | oe | 16830] 3,805 3,805 
{ | ‘ | 
= North Lakhimpur ss ste 21549 | one 384 349 132 3 15242) 93) « dee 2194 952 
| | 
ee oes es cs | A | ebay] oles ay aes | ec ee | eee es wma | eaanann| ssi 
| | | 
Total es iM 281,973 | 1.437 | 12.395 | 25,870] 79.532 | 223 | 62,382 7,083| ... | 6,590 |1.95,512 | 63°18* |1.33.130 | 42°74 





























* Exclusive of Hailakandi, Sanamganj, Karimganj, Maulvi Bazar, Mangaldai, and North Lakhimpur, 


The aggregate income of the towns (excluding the townships of Hailakandi, Sunamganj, 
Karimganj, and Maulvi Bazar, which have no separate income), amounted to Rs. 2,81,973, of 
which Rs. 1,33,130 were spent on sanitary works, exclusive of roads and bridges. The total 
income and the expenditure on sanitary works in 1898 were Rs. 2,66,322 and Rs. 1,33,543 
respectively. Excluding the amount spent’on roads and bridges, the percentage of total income 
spent on sanitation was 42°74. No single work of any great importance was undertaken during 
the year. . 

440, The Sanitary Board did not meet in 1899, the opinions of the members having been 

Sanitary Board. obtained unofficially as occasion required. 

441, The sanitary works in most of the rural areas consisted, as usual, of construction of and 
repairs to wells and tanks. Village sanitary inspection books 
were kept up incertain selected areas under the supervision of 
the district Civil Medical Officer. 


Village sanitation. 
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SECTION 7. 
VACCINATION. 


442, The average strength of the vaccination establishment was 239, against 237 in 1898-99, Section 7. 
and consisted of 19 inspectors, 186 paid and 23 licensed vaccinators, Warieaiioke 
and 11 apprentices. The number of vaccinations performed by 

all agencies are compared with the results for the previous four years in the following table: 


Vaccination staff. 





Number vaccinated by paid and dispersary establishments. 


















































be . Population 
District. cee 
ae 1895-96. 1896-976 1897-98. | 1898-99. 1899-1970, 
1 | 3 | 3 | 4 | Ss | 6 | 7 

Cachar Pe oe 386,483 10,045 10,686 10,946 11,094 11,606 
Svlhet live oe os 2,154,503 75,712 81,066 87,004 72,292 84,359 
Goalpara we wee a 452,304 14.307 19,086 26,702 19,855 | 21,153 
Kamrup ic ove eee 634,249 29,818 25,520 24,091 32,000 25,371 
Darrang be : on 307,761 14,201 11,797 14,135 12,537 13,007 
Nowgong oe 344,141 12,776 13,207 19,659 9.347 10,259 
Sibsagar ws on 457,274 | 33.312 | 41,283 | 33,024. | 20,380 | 25,082 
Lakhimpur sa ea3 see 254,053 16,280 13,415 14,278 14,475 14,211 
_ Naga Hills ees ses 122,867 10,889 11,558 10,101 7,077 4,214 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills aes eae 197,904 3,899 4,990 45397 412 4,809 
Garo Hills vie eas 121,570 5,286 8,340 8,798 15,866 28,071 
Lushai Hills ie . aes 63,034 7 406 793 1,331 
Manipur ee sie sie 220,000 17,319 16,708 19,139 21,902 17,213 
‘Total of all districts vee oe 5:716,833 | 244,268 | 258,422 | 272,760 | 246,690 | 260,746 
Tea gardens by garden agency 16,422 | 16,274] 1154] 12,215 | 1,519 
Total for the Province 5:716,833 | 260,690 | 274,696 | 283,914 | 258,905 | 272,265 





The total number of operations performed rose from 258,905 to 272,265, of which 255,131 
were primary and 17,134 secondary ones, as compared with 237,088 and 21,817, respectively, in 
* 1898-99, the ratio of success in primary operations being 98°50 and secondary operations 88-co 
Of those successfully vaccinated, 61,793 were infants under one year of age, against 50,389 in 
1898-99. 

443, The paid and licensed vaccinators reported 217,909 of their 220,537 primary operations 
or 98°81 per cent., and 13,721 of their 15,494 re-vaccinations, or 
88°56 per cent., as successful. Of 11,519 primary operations 
performed by tea-garden agency, 95°22 per cent. were successful; and 22,420 primary and 1,640 
secondary successful operations were performed by the dispensary establishments. Taking all 
‘these figures together, a grand total was reached !of 266,525 successful operations, showing that 
46°62 per 1,000 of the population were protected, as compared with 45°02 in 1898-99. 

444, Altogether 12,065 operations were performed on tea gardens—11,519 by tea-garden 
agency and 546 by Government vaccinators, against 13,693 in 
1898-99 and 12,061 in 1897-98. Of the operations performed by 
garden agency, 9517 per cent., and of those performed by Government agency, 97°62 per cent., 
were successful. 

445. There were 61,793 infants under one year of age, and 121 1418 children over one and 
under six years were successfully vaccinated during the year. The 
corresponding figures for 1898-99 were 50,389 and 125,445. The 
number of births registered during the calendar year 1899 was 174,027, s0 that it may be roughly 
estimated that about 35 per cent. of the children born were protected against small-pox. The 
corresponding percentage for the season 1898-99 was 34°07. | 

446, Excluding 11,519 vaccinations performed by tea-garden agencies, 260,746 persons 
were vaccinated during the past year. Of these, 27,277 cases were 
inspected by Civil Surgeons and 121,660 by the inspectors of 
vaccination, against 22,577 and 133,681, respectively, in the previous year. The percentage of 
operations found successful by Civil Surgeons was 96°81, against 95°99 in the previous year. The 


Percentage of successful cases. 


Vaccination in tea gardens. 


Percentage according to age. 


Vaccination inspected. 
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Szctios 7. native inspectors reported a percentage of 98°50 successful operations, against 98°73 during the 
— preceding season, The vaccinators themselves reported 98°81 of their primary operations to have 
Vaccination. | wen successful. The Principal Medical Officer and Sanitary Commissioner himself inspected 
about 2,coo children and found the average of successful operations to have been about 98°00 

per cent. 
449, The vaccination work done in Municipalities, Stations, and Unions in which the compul- 
sory Vaccination Acts are in force is compared with the results of 


Vaccination in compulsory areas: the previous three years in the following table : 
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a | 3 
z 2 Number of vaccinations, 1899-1900. Mortality from 
3S A small-pox 
a Pas Ch YS daring the tive 
a = | years 1895 to 
ie = 2 r , 1899: 
en Wey 1896-97, 1897-98. | 1898-99. 1899-1900. 
eo | Lad 
2S ie. —_ = ae J % ‘ Date on which 
Name of Munici- | 2 ae ts | > fo b 4 2 = lara ro Bea the Compulsory 
ality, etc, 2 os = = s = o S 1} 6s <3 V-ccination 
apartyeste 3 |Z | & 3 2 = % g ° 8. gE | Acts came into 
5 : | Z | 8 | 3 | a $ i 4 s= is | force. 
8 | 3 a | 78 C bf Zi, Wis S a S 2£e |-s 
| & Se ue. Fy Ss. PI Ss. 5 3 S & 2 Ea Ise 
S 8 | Bag 2 a5 = ao 2 og is ~ a | fg ae 
§ e lies | oe 2) ce ig Succeed 2 jz 
z a 1e2) 2/523 | 2182) 5) s2 ) es) ei se] gs te 
A a |€8| 2/82 |2 | 8813] ee lelel]/e] sk 
° rs | > > & | z > ° z ~ x) 3 s 2 2 2 Lo $ 
= Ou ri 4 4 Fe Z al Zz Z Zz <7 fa) | 
| 7 
; a 4 | 5 6 | 7 8 9 | to oi 1a | 13 14 1s 16 17 
—— —— = Tif = 
| | 
char N icipality] 7,523 | 8. 185 156 210 208 22 235 
Silchar Municipality] 7,523 | 984 5| 56 5 a5 229 | 230 23 one ued 1°40 | 018 | arst January 
yihe 02 6 55 55 6 75 | 3 3 1592, 
Sylhet ” 14,027 | 7,064 559 | 559 | 365 365] 375 | 372 | 371 368} 3099] ... ade 2°20 | 0:16 | ist October 
Dhubri oo 4,825 644 167 | 154 | 107 10§ 34 | 34 | 88 86 | se oot | ave 1 | o*ar 8 
soalpara , 5). 1,21 I 142 102 8 5 5 5 | s | 1891. 
Goalpar , 51440 5 4) ™ 9 9 59 10§ | TOS | wee vee ii 0'20 | 0°03 | 12th November 
5a i 3,28 $56 53° 28 73 422 3 2 5 1890, 
Gauhati ” 8,283 | 3,550 539 | 5 | 735 7 393 39 457 435 7) ws os 4°20 | ost | August 1882, 
yrong 815 | a3 aces wee 5. 55 161 1 | 
Nowgong ,, 4315 7 | + 3 14 121 108 1 so | ove 1 | o-a1 | 7th April 1897, 
Dibrugarh ,, 8,362 §,129 463 436 507 504 614 608 640 626 70 Pa 
Canton- | stg]. 27 | 39] 1¢3 47 | 123 104 | 19 19 | } 28°80 | aor | September 
ment, | } sot | 1383, 
| 
»sagar Station ... $249 | 1.301 12 0 22 I 3 | | 2 | | 
Sibsagar Station 5249 | 1,3 4 4°93 | 3 310 | 320 316 | -160 1st) 87 22] ws 8:20 | 1°56 | 21st January 
Shillong, 45730 515 683 | 584) 190 181 | 244 235} 232 as | ... a = | 1892, 
» Cantonment | : oF 
1,999 152 | sro | 2.6 62 s4| 235 187 96 92| ... s+ | ae | ast June 1895, 
| + oe 
ape In 2 Ps | 
Golaghat Union ... 2,211 620 | 166 | 156 105 105 79 76 | «a1 114 to nee 0°80 | 0°36 | 24th March 
; | - ig 2 1892. 
Jorhat » aaa 2,159 481 297 292 125 | 119 159 147 113 1cg | 180 | 0°83 | rath April 1892. 
| | i back Alice 
Total eee | 715328 | 21,943 4.152 | 3,685 | 3.487 | 30371 | 32021 2,866 | 2.7527 | °2,648 595 22 49°60 | 0°68 
| 














In Municipalities, Stations, and Unions of the province, 2,752 vaccinations were performed, 
as against 3,021 in the previous year, but, in spite of this, the total number of deaths from smaill- 
pox was only 3, against 25 in 1898. The death rate on this cause, viz., o'o4 per mille, was much 
less than that (0°35) of 1898. During 1899-1900, 595 notices were issued under the Act, 22 
persons were prosecuted, but no one was punished. In 1898-99, 553 notices were issued, 26 
persons prosecuted, and 4 punished. 

448. The total expenditure of the Vaccine Department was Rs. 22,938, against Rs, 22,197 in the 

Cost of the Vaccination Department. Preceding year, showing an increase of Rs. 741, which was chiefly 

caused by the licensed vaccina tors in the Kamrup district having 

been replaced by paid ones. Of the total amount expended, the Provincial Funds provided 

Rs. 8,825, Local Funds contributed Rs. 11,815, Municipalities Rs. 872, and Rs. 1,426 were paid by 

the Manipur State. As 226,975 successful vaccine operations were performed by the paid staff, 
the cost of each operation was 1 anna 7 pies, against 1 anna 74 pies in 1898-1899. 

449. The number of loaded tubes supplied from the Shillong Vaccine Depét was 317, 382, 

isnahaepoeas Ghaloag: against 348, 967 in the previous season, the diminution being 

due to there being a rather large stock in hand at the commence- 

ment of the season and toa stricter supervision over the issues made to vaccinators in order to 

prevent waste. The quality of the lymph manufactured is believed to be extremely good, and 

the percentage of successful operations obtained under its use almost unequalled any where. The 

expenditure incurred on this institution was Rs. 6,991-10-7, or Rs. 738-10-10 less than the 


preceding year, the decrease being due to the fewer number of calves used and the fewer 
number of tubes despatched, 
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; CHAPTER VIL 
Instruction. 


SECTION 1. 
GENERAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 


[See section 3, Chapter III, Part 1] A of the Report for 1892—93.] 
SECTION 2. 


EDUCATION. 


450. The following statement compares the number of all classes of educational institutions Sectiow 2. 


and the number of pupils in them for the past two years : ae 


General results. Education. 





1898-99, 1899-1900. 





Claes of [nstruc: ion. 
Schools, Popils. Schools. Pupils. 

















PusBuic INsTiTurions, 

























University Education... «» Arts Colleges ... as 39 
High Schools oie 4,301 
Secondary, boys’ Middle English Schools 5,916 
sad a Eaucaoon » Vernacular __,, 2,661 
girls? oo ove 124 

For boys... aa - 
Panay 7 { is 77,707 83,079 
» girls. ra 3,613 3,910 
(Training Schools and Classes for Masters... 375 373 
School Education, Industrial Schools... one wee _ to 
Special. Law Classes ster” 33 sa 35 
Other Schools 524 
Total se tee vee 30197 100,972 

. Privatg Institutions. = 
Arabic or Persian ove 31 1,362 
Sanskrit eee tee coe 77 1,562 
5 8a 
Elementary Vernacular ... ose 

1 036 

Koran Schools wee ae { "4 sa 
3 go 

I 57 
Other ooo Cyr) eee ! Z 2 
- 2 51 

Total eee . ove 303 6,696 
Grand total eee . 3480 | 107,668 


—— 
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The net result was a gain of 857, or 36°9 per cent., in public institutions, and of 26,805, or 
36°1 per cent., in pupils attending them. ° 

As compared with the previous year, public institutions increased by gt and the pupils 
by 7,100; all districts, except the Naga Hills and the Lushai Hills, contributed to the increase, 
Under University Education there was an increase of 11 and under High Schools of 278 students. 
Middle schools showed a gain of 6 schools and 927 pupils, while primary education made the 
largest advance, vig., an increase of 89 schools and 5,664 pupils, The number of boys attending 
publit institutions rose from 86,049 to 92,430, and the numer of girls from 7,823 to 8,542, 
The percentage of male pupils to male population of scbhool-going age was 22°03, against 20°48 
in 1898-99 ; and of female pupils 2°16, against 1°98; the percentage for both sexes rose from 
11°50 to 12°39. Private institutions increased during the year by 214 schools and 745 pupils, 
Including private institutions, the total number of pupils under instruction increased from 99,823 
in 1898-99 to 107,688. 


451. The total expenditure, direct and indirect, on instruction was Rs. 7,21,428, compared 
with Rs. 6,62,469 in 1898-99. Direct expenditure increased from 
Rs. 4,72,652 to Rs. 5,06,710, and indirect expenditure, including 
charges on account of direction and inspection, scholarships, buildings, furniture, and miscellae 
neous, from Rs. 1,89,817 to Rs. 2,14,718. The heads of indirect expenditure under which 
jncreases occurred were Buildings Rs. 25,500 and Direction Rs, 5,000, approximately. The 
distribution of expenditure during the past two years was as follows : 


Financial. 










1898-99. | 3899-1900. 





Sources fs.m which expenditure on education was met. 





Proportion to total 
Amount. ‘eat: 


Amount. | Frgporion to total 














Provincial revenues coe eee aes 2,05,017 2,197,977 30°22 
Local Board Funds ane ae rem 2,01,252 2,131,590 29°33 
Municipal Runds oes aes oat 7,425 7,315 101 
Fees... on ove ove see 1,28, 286 1,44,588 20°04 
Miscellaneous (including subscriptions and endow- 
ments) ove oe eee eee 1,20,489 1,39,958 19°40 





a ae | ee repre eta 


Total ee ere cee we 6,62,469 7121,428 100 








The increase from fees, Rs. 16,302, and from miscellaneous, Rs. 19,469, was substantial, 
and indicates that education in Assam is advancing on generally healthy lines. The increase 
under Miscellaneous was due to an increase of Rs. 15,220 from contributions from the Welsh 
Mission in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and of Rs. 4,800 from subscriptions from other sources. 
Excluding indirect expenditure, the approximate cost of educating each pupil in secondary 
schools was Rs. 17, in primary schools Rs. 3-5-8, and in special schools Rs. 36. The cost of 
training each student in the Williamson Artizan School was as much as Rs. 325-9-1. In high 
schools the receipts from fees covered 74'2 per cent. of the total cost; in middle schools 29:2 per 
cent., and in primary schools t0°6 per cent. The corresponding percentages in 1898-99 were 
70°3, 27°7, and 11°t. 

452. Dr. Booth was in charge of the department throughout the year, and visited all the 
plains districts, as well as the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, He was on 
tour for 183 days and inspected 172 schools. Several irregularities 
were brought to light by him, chiefly in the’ management of aided schools. Dr. Booth also 
brought to notice the tendency of certain Local Boards, chiefly in the Surma Valley, to foster 
middle’English at the expense of middle vernacular and primary schools. The four Deputy 
Inspectors were on tour for 209 days on the average and visited 241 schools per head. The 
24 Sub-Inspectors spent on an average 253 days on tour, and made 283 inspections each. Of 
2,966 primary schools, 117, or 4 per cent., were not inspected at all. In addition to the Deputy 
and Sub-Inspectors, 19 Inspecting Pandits were employed in inspecting lower primary ptthsalas 


Inspection. 
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Below 2 per cent. 
CNaga Hills ... °S 
Yellow ....< Nowgong .. 17 
\Cachar ... 1°9 


Between 2 and 3 per 
cent. 


FDerane one BR 
| Kamrup owe 26 
t 

r rern...< Goalpara oe 29 


Khasi and Jain- 
L tia Hills”... 2:9 


Between 3 and § per 
cent, 


Pink... Sythet eee 3-2 
Above 5 per cent. 


Sibsa gar ws 5°6 
Brown... J 
Lakhimpur ... 5°6 
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These men are in no sense schoolmasters employed occasionally on ingpection duty: they are 
peripatetic officers, whose duties are to inspect pafhsalas, or village lower primary schools, and 
to instruct the gurus of these schools in the methods of teaching. 

District and Subdivisional Officers and Chairmen of Local Boards paid 187 visits to schools, 


SzcTion 2. 


Education, 


against 115 in 1898-99. The Local Boards which showed the greatest interest in their schools 


were those in the Kamrup and Sylhet districts. 
453. The standing orders which require that Local Board sub-committees should meet once 
; a month were disregarded by all Local Boards. Of the 19 Local 
Boards, 3 appointed no sub-committees, and the sub-com- 
tmittees appointed by five Boards met but once. During his tour of inspection, the Director 
noticed a disposition on the part of certain Local Boards in the Surma Valley to disregard the 
recommendations of the Deputy Inspector and the Sub-Inspectors in matters relating to the manage- 
ment of aided schools. The Chief Commissioner has no desire to fetter the discretion of Local 
Boards, but he thinks it essential, in the interests of education, that the advice of experts should 
be accepted and acted upon. 


Educational sub-com mittees. 


454. No conference of educational officers was held, but Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors 
of Schools held 16 and 104 meetings, respcctively, of gurus in 


coterie: order to give them general instructions. 


455. The Murari Chand unaided second-grade College at Sylhet had 39 names on the rolls at 
the close of the year, or an increase of 11 students, the average 
daily attendance was 26, against 24 in the preceding year. 
Twenty-five candidates were presented for the First Examination in Arts, of whom 3 passed in the 
second division and 8 in the third, against 11 candidates and 3 passes in 1898-99. The total cost 
of the college was Rs, 4,351, of which Rs, 932 were realised from fees, the balance being met by 
the proprietor, Raja Giris Chandra Ray. 


The total number of students from Assam reading in Arts Colleges in Bengal and Assam was 
308, of whom 42 passed the F. A. and 16 the B. A. Examinations, compared with 44 and 18 in 1898- 
99 Among the successful graduates were 2 Muhammadans ; and 2 students, natives of the 
Surma Valley, passed the M. A. Examination. It was-not found possible to start the new 
‘second-grade college at Gauhati in the year under review. It was decided to Open it with 
effect from the beginning of the session in tgor. 

456. There were 30 high schools in all, of which to were Government, 5 aided, and 5 unaided. 
The attendance at the Government schools increased from 2,255 
to 2,4t1, at the aided schools from 833 to 953, and at the unaided 
schools from 935 to 937. The average cost of educating each pupil at Government schools was 
Rs. 26-7-8, at aided schools Rs. 23-10, and at private schools Rs. 16-9-8, the corresponding 
figures for 1898-99 being Rs. 28-1-6, Rs. 25-7-5, and Rs, 16-3-8. Provincial revenues bore 27°57 
per cent. of the direct cost of Government schools, against 31°47 per cent. in 1898-99, and 27°28 
per cent., against 28°95 per cent. of the direct expenditure on aided schools. Of the Govern- 
ment institutions, the Dibrugarh and Jorhat High Schools were self-supporting, and of the aided 
schools, those at Habiganj, Sunamganj, Maulvi Bazar, and Karimganj more than paid their way 
from ordinary receipts, excluding the grant from Government. 

One hundred and seventy-eight candidates appeared at the Entrance Examination of the 
Calcutta University, of whom 123 passed. Of these, 37 were placed in the first division, 54 in 
the second, and 32 in the third. The Sylhet Government school held the first position. The 
Government schools passed 757 per cent. of the candidates presented, the aided schools 62 per 
cent, and the ynaided schools 52°4 per cent., the corresponding percentages for 1898-99 being 
798, 89°8, and 37°5. For the first time on record, the number of successful candidates from 
the Government and aided schools in the Brahmaputra Valley equalled the number from the 
same classes of schools in the Surma Valley, and of the 53 successful candidates from the Brahma- 
putra Valley, no less than 44 were Assamese. Thisis a very satisfactory result, and it may be 
expected that, with the establishment of a second-grade college at Gauhati, there will be still 
greater progress. 

457. Compared with the preceding year, Middle English schools increased by 7 and the pupils 

" attending them by 750, Middle Vernacular schools showed a 

_ decrease of one school, but a gain of 151 pupils. There was a 
corresponding increase of Rs. 3,298 in the cost of maintenance of Middle English schools, but 
only Rs. 463 of this was paid from State funds, the balance being met from fees and other private 


University education. 


High schools. 


Middle schools. 
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Section 3. sources. The Chief Commissioner has recently had under his consideration the qaestion whether 

Education, Public funds were being undaly utilised for the encouragement of English at the expense of the 
Vernacular education. It was ascertained that during the past decade, Middle English schools 
had increased in number from 45 to 82, and the pupils by nearly 2,000, while Middle: Vernacular 
schools during the same period decreased from 46 to 42, and the pupils by 331. In the ten years 
receipts from fees and private subscriptions for Middle English education had increased by 
Rs. 14,803, while aid from Provincial, Local, and Municipal sources increased by only Rs, 11,973. 
In other words, for every additional rupee supplied from public sources, the people themselves 
paid one rupee four annas. On the other hand, while the receipts from fees and subscriptions for 
Middle Vernacular education decreased by Ks. 3,277, State aid increased by Rs. 2,618. There is 
no doubt that a large proportion of Local Boards’ funds is devoted to Middle English education, 
vts., Rs. 22,247, against Rs. 6,905 spent on Middle Vernacular, and that the increased State aid 
afforded during the past decade to Middle Vernacular education has not been accompanied by 
any commensurate increase in fees and subscriptions; but regarding expenditure on Middle 
English education on its own merits, the fact that for every extra rupee of State aid afforded 
during the past ten years Re. 1-4 has been paid in fees and subscriptions is proof that a strong 
demand for an English secondary educativn does exist, and that the people themselves pay well 
for it. While this d-mand exists, and while the secondary Vernacular course is not a stepping 
stone to the Entrance Examination of the Universities, it is difficult to resist the conclusion that, 
under present conditions, nothing can be done in this province beyond exercising a rigid scrutiny 
over the expenditure of Local Boards on Middle English education, and putting a stop to 
individual cases of abuses in expenditure. 

458. There were a few instances of serious breaches of discipline and gross misconduct on 
the part of schoolboys, but their conduct was, however, generally 
satisfactory. 

459. Besides the 13 institutions managed by Government, there were one aided and 36 
unaided institutions in existence. Of the 13, boarding-houses 
Bondineneeet: managed by Government, g were maintained in connection with 
Government high schools, 2 with the training schools at Gauhati and Haflong, and the remaining 
two were attached, one to the Middle English school at Hailakandi and the other to the 
Middle Vernacular school at Dhakuakhana in Lakhimpur. 
460. Cricket, foot-ball, and drill continued in undiminished popularity in high, middle, and 
training schools at headquarters stations, These are also extend- 


Discipline and moral training. 





Physical training. ‘ag co-many NT AGO 
461. The subjoined table compares the statistics of primary schools for boys for the last 
Primary schools for boys. two years: 
1898-99. | 1899-1900, 
Schools, Pupile. Schools, Paplis. 


Upper Primary Schools for Boy’. 





Government ees eae rT Ae 
Aided ose See sae ate _ 106 
Unaided ie wae eee ose oe 5 
Total aes aes ous aes ane 112 


Lower Primary Schools for Boys. 






Government _ eae eee 20* 

Local and Municipal Funds ase ee 1,117 

Native State ive ove eee UW 

Aided eee ove eae on . 1,285 

Unaided ose vee ee eee oe 137 

Total ani 2,570* 73,426 
Grand total Pfr a oe eee 2,682* 97;707" 


* Including schools and pupils In the Lushai Hills. 





OYS. 





























each subdivision, 


Below 10 per cent. 
Delite ae Cachar... °8 
Naga Hills ... 1-4 

Between to and 15 per cent. 
(Dhubri we 1S 
Sunamganj 12°3 

Green .< Gara Hills... 12°3 
Mangaldai .., 12°8 
LNowgong... 14°2 


Between 15 and 20 per cent. 
(North Sythet ... 15°3 
Dibrugarh... _15°4 
Pink...4 Karimganj ... 16°7 
-| Silchac oe 172 
Tezpuc oe 17S 
\Habiganj...._19°6 
Between 20 and 35 per cent. 
(Khasi Hills ... 21° 
Gauhati oe 21°97 
Goalpara_... 23°9 
Jorhat oe 24°O 
| Sibsagar =. 24°5 
Brownd Barpeta.,.., 24°9 
South Sylhet ...27°5 
North Lakhim- 28° 2 


pur. 
| Golaghat ... go°o 
| Jaintg Hills ... 3:°6 


Hailakandi ara 


Srcrion 


—_— 


Zducatio 
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See ee 
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Upper primary schools showed a gain of 2 schools and 219 pupils, and lower primary Srctiow 2. 
schools an increase of 84 schools and 5,372 pupils. In Barpeta subdivision and the Nowgong Education, 
district, there was a considerable decrease !n the number of primary schools, due to the Local 
Boards’ educational allotments having been cut down. Transfers of grants from educational 
allotments to other purposes should be discouraged as much as possible. The following statistics 
compare the progress made in the decade ending 31st March 1900 in the establishment of 
secondary and primary schools, respectively, and indicate the sources from which the expenditure 
on each class of school has been met: 


E Number of Aaeie ot 
Secondary ace ose wee aoe 110 10,309 
ere? ae ae es ies see 2,222 62,145 
Secondary oF on ee es 134 11,104 
OEE 22 eee sas te sue aoe 2,921 81,927 
Secondary eee oo ove eee 147 13,002 
Ba { Primary eee tee eee ose 2,995 86,989 


The figures of expenditure under each head are as follow: 






Provincial. Local, Munictpar, | Fees and other 





Rs. Rs. Re. Rs. Ra. 

Secondary ae 38,024 23,152 1,398 98,674 1,61,248 
1890-91 ‘ ; 

Primary ioe 10,270 1,06,821 | | 2,877 54,351 1,74,319 

Secondary ies 39,500 26,051 840 1,22,346 1,88,737 
1895-96 . : | 

Primary oF 10,631 1,47,460 4,116 80,165 2,42,372 

Secondary 37,265 29,932 1,140 1,35,402 2,03,739 
1869-1900 


> Primary a 13,051 1,50,926 4,347 1,00,385 | 2,68,709 


—_— 





The Government of India have explicitly laid down that primary education “ has the chief 
claim on the State,” and that it “ possesses an almost exclusive claim upon Local Funds set apart 
for education.” Although the aid from Provincial Funds shows only a small increase of Rs, 3,000 
during the decade, Local Boards have been enabled to increase their grants by Rs. 44,000 owing 
to the increased grants given to Boards from Provincial Revenues. The figures show that fees 
_ have increased more rapidly than increased State aid, and that there can be no doubt that in 
Assam primary schools receive, on the whole, liberal support. 


The following statement compares the direct expenditure on upper and lower primary schools 
for the past two years : 








18y8-1 899 1899-19¢0. 
Upper Lower . Upper Lower 
primary. primary. primary. Primary. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Provincial ... aes ag tas 725 10,852 698 11,526 
Local and Municipal ... . eee ass 12,121 3,23,863 12,266 1,33,485 
Other sources oe oe on 12,710 67,687 13,921 79,919 
Total ake ik see was 25,556 2,02,402 26,885 2,24,930 
Se) ee 

2,27,958 2,513,815 
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Secrion 3. One hundred and seventy-six and 1,605 pupils passed the upper and the lower primary tests 
ene respectively, against 148 and 1,4g0 in 1898-99. 
poate In 11 of the 24 subdivisions, the percentage of boys of a school-going age receiving instruc- 


tion at primary schools varies from 30 to 35 per cent. ; in six subdivisions from 15 to 20 per cent. ; 
in five from 10 to 15 per cent.; and in the remaining two—North Cachar and the Naga Hills—the 
percentages are only °8 and 1'4. Hailakandi and the Jaintia Hills head the list, with percentages of 
35 and 31°6, while at the other end of the scale it is not satisfactory to find the two Bengali- 
speaking subdivisions of Dhubri and Sunamganj with the low percentages of 11°6 and 12°3. 


462. Under this head are included training schools for teachers and schools for technical 
instruction. As compared with 1898-99, there was a loss of 6 
Schools and 29 pupils. Three training schools under the Ameri- 
can Mission in the Naga Hills, the Sibsagar law class, which ceased to attract pupils, and two 
classes forthe training of gurus were closed. There were 21 training schools and classes at 
work at the close of the year, with a total daily average attendance of 279 pupils, compared 
with 26 schools and 259 pupils in 1898-99. The cost of educating each pupil fell from 
Rs. 64-15-4 to Rs. 63-7. Three pupils qualified for the English Master Certificate Examination, 
12 for the Vernacular Mastership Certificates, and 55 for the Guru Certificate Examination, 
compared with 4, 16, and 56in 1898-99. Ten pupils, all receiving stipends, were receiving 
a mechanical training at the Williamson Artizan School at Dibrugarh, and.at the Railway 
Workshops at Dibrugarh and Tezpur. From the 3 law classes 6 candidates passed the 
Pleadership Examination, against 8 from 4 classes in 1898-99. 


Special instruction. 


463. The number of girls under instruction at public. schools rose from 7,843 to 8,542, 
of whom 134 attended middle schools, 375 upper primary schools, 
8,009 lower primary schools, and 24 special schools. Classified 
according to race or creed, Hindu girls averaged 65°19, Muhammadans 14°89, and others 19'g0. 
The percentage of Muhammadans to all others at the census of 1891 was about 27. One girl 
passed the Middle Vernacular Examination, 7 the Upper Primary, and 52 the Lower Primary, 
compared with 3, 3, and 49 in the preceding year. 


Female education. 


464. The number of Muhammadans under instruction increased from 20,237 to 22,870, or 


21°24 per cent. of the total number of children attending schools. 
Two hundred and eighty Muhammadans, or 11°9 per cent., were 
successful at the various public examinations, compared with 238, or 11'1 per cent., in 1298-99. 
‘Two students passed the last B. A. and two the F, A, Examinations from cclleges in Bengal, and 
12 boys passed the Entrance from Provincial schools. 


Muhammadan education. 


4°5. The number of private institutions was 303, against 282 in the previous year, and the 
number of pupils rose from 5,951 to 6,696. For the first examina- 
tion of Sanskrit to/s, 49 ¢ols sent up 121 candidates, of whom.7t 
qualified, and 11 scholarships were granted, and to pundits of ¢ols 15 stipends were awarded. 
For the second examination 13 fo/s sent up 1g candidates, of whom 13 passed, and 10 were 
granted scholarships. Five stipends were granted to the teachers at this examination. 


Private institutions. 


The Text-book Committee held ten meetings at Sibsagar; 73 books were placed before 
them for examination, of which 11 were approved, 13 were rejected, 5 remanded for revision, 
and no opinion was recorded on 44 books, 


SECTION 3. 


LITERATURE AND THE PRESS. 


486. The total number of publications registered in Assam during the year 1899 under Act 
XXV of 1867, as modified by Act X of 1890, was 42. Of these, 26 
were educational and 16 non-educational ; 25 were first editions, 15 
new editions, and 2 republications, Twenty-five of these works were in Assamese, 13 in Khasi, 1 
in English, 1 in Sanskrit, 1 in Khasi and Bengali, and 1 in Assamese and English. The number of 
copies of non-edacational works published fell from 18,050 in 1898 to 13,720 in 1899, while that of 


Literary works. 
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educational works rose from 13,500 to 42,250. The publications registered during the year are 





classified below according to the subjects dealt with : SRgERE S 

Arts and 

Subject. Number of publications, Sciences. 
1. Drama I 
2. Fiction eee toe oo oo t 
3. Language eve ose ove on ove 17 
4. Science (Mathematical and mechanical) we eee 7 
5. Science (Natural) 2 
6. History eee one es tee eee I 
7. Poetry os ose toe eee 5 
8. Religion . 5 
g. Miscellaneous... tee oes ose oon 3 
Total _ aoe ose 42 


The copyright of six works was registered. There were no prosecutions in 1899 for 
non-delivery of publications. No periodicals were registered during the year under review. 


467. The fortnightly Bengali newspaper Paridarsaka was revived from the 1st January 1900, 
Two other newspapers were started during the year from Sylhet, 
the Weekly Chronicle, an English weekly paper, and the Srihkatta 
Darpana, a Bengali monthly journal. The Srihatta Bandhu, a Christian mission paper, continued 
to be published in Sylhet. The Sz/char, the fortnightly Bengali newspaper of Silchar, the Assam, 
the weekly Assamese paper from Gauhati, containing also occasional articles in English, the 
Eastern Herald and the Times of Assam, the two English weeklies from Dibrugarh, and the two 
Khasi papers, U Khast Mynta (‘The Khasi of to-day”) and Ka Pateng Khristan (“The Christian 
Community ”), continued to be published throughout the year. 


Newspapers. 


SECTION 4. 
LITERARY SOCIETIES. 


Nil. 


SECTION 5s. 
ARTS AND SCIENCES. 


Nil. 


ARCH XO- 
Loey. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Archeology. 


468. No fresh discoveries were reported during the year. The temple at the Tukresvari hill 
(called also Monkey hill), about 15 miles from the Goalpara town, which was badly damaged by 
the earthquake of 1897, has not yet been repaired. The temple has a sedai# attached to it, and is 
maintained by the Bijni estate. The ancient caves at Jogighopa in Goalpara are also out of repair. 
The Sukresvar temple at Gauhati is in need of repair. The Natmandir attached to it was 
repaired during the year at a cost of Rs. 1,200, raised by public subscription. The Natmandsr 
attached to the Ugratara temple, which was demolished by the earthquake of 1897, was erected 
by Babu Srimanta Sen of Gauhati during the year at a cost of Rs. 500 to Rs. 600. Ata cost of 
about Rs. 1,000 paid by the Maharaja of Darbhanga, the temple of Kamakhya on the Kamakhya 
hill was also repaired during the year. The temple of Chinnamasta and the storehouse of 
Kamakhya Debi on the Kamakhya hill were also under repair. In order to place a roof over 
the carving of the axanta sajya, or the sleep of Bishnu, at Aswakranta, the Gauhati Local Board 
was asked to supplement a subscription (Rs. 200) given by Srijut Chidananda Chaudhuri. The 
carved stones round the compound of the Deputy Commissioner’s office at Tezpur were, as usual, 
kept clear of jungle by the Tezpur Municipality, and the remains of the ancient Hindu temple 
on the Bamuni hills in Darrang were cleared of jungle by the’ Public Works Department, at a 
cost of Rs. 51, against Rs. 50 in the previous year, The temples at Gaurisagar and Jaysagar 
in the Sibsagar district were cleared of jungle, and the approach to the Aaringhar pattially 
dressed and earthed at a cost of Rs. 126. Rupees 121 were expended by the Temple Repairing 
Committee of Sibsagar on clearing jungle from the domes and porticos of the three 
temples on the Sibsagar tank, and arrangements have. been made to re-erect the 
portico of the Sivadol. The Subdivisional Officer of North Lakhimpur visited the temple of 
Gangadhal, near Bardoloni, {n the North Lakbimpur subdivision, which he describes as 
a substantial brick building in fair repair. The mosque of Shah Jalal in Sylhet town, which was 
built in the reign of Aurangzib, and was somewhat damaged in the great earthquake, is being 


gradually repaired, 
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CHAPTER IX, 


Miscellaneous. 





SECTION 1. 
ECCLESIASTICAL, 


469. The Ecclesiastical Establishment paid entirely, or in part, by-Government consisted of one Sacrrow 3, 
Chaplain on the Bengal Ecclesiastical Establishment, stationed at Shillong, with Gauhati and Printing, 
Dhubri as outstations, one Clergyman of the Additional Clergy Society stationed at Dibrugarh, 
one of the Society forthe Propagation of the Gospel, with headquarters at Tezpur, and two 
planters’ Clergymen stationed respectively at Silchar and Jorhat. The four Clergymen last 
mentioned receive grants-in-aid from Government, varying from Rs. rgo'to Rs. 100 a month, and 
minister to the European Congregations at their headquarters and outlying stations, The Revd. 

C. R. Thorold Winckley, M.A., was the Chaplain. No rebuilding was'put in hand in the case of | 
any one of the four churches in the province destroyed by the earthquake in 1897. The sum of 
Rs, 10,000 originally sanctioned for the purpose of providing a permanent church at Shillong 
having been found inadequate, an additional sum of Rs. 5,000 was sanctioned from Provincial 
Funds, towards the estimated cost of Rs. 22,000. Of the remainder, the Bishop of the Diocese. 
undertook to contribute Rs. 5,000, leaving Rs. 2,000 only to be raised by private subscriptions 
The question of contributions, from Provincial Funds, towards the rebuilding of the churches at 
Gauhati, Sylhet, and Dhubri was still under consideration, Services continued to be held at 
Shillong and Sylhet in the temporary structures erected for the purpose after the earthquake, 
and at Gauhati and at Dhubri in a private house and in the Club, respectively. There were two 
chapelries in the district of Cachar, one at Larsinga and the other at Thaligram, for the use of the 
Christian coolies, and divine service was held regularly on Sundays and holidays by catechists 
provided by the proprietors of the tea gardens. The total number of Christian coolies, including 


those settled as raiyats in the district, aggregated over 300. 


SECTION 2. 


STATIONERY, 
470. The cost of stationery supplied during the year 1899-1900 by the Superintendent of 
Stationery, Calcutta, to officers of the Assam Administration amounted to Rs, 42,518, against 
Rs, 36,035-5 in the preceding year. The average value for the last five years was Rs, 30,350-6. 


SECTION 3 


PRINTING, 


471. The total cash receipts of the Assam Secretariat Press were Rs. 748, the expenditure 
amounted to Rs, 83,199, and the total value of work done to Rs, 1,58,337, the corresponding 
figures for 1898-99 being Rs. 692, Rs. 80,013, and Rs. 1,43,437, respectively, After making an 
allowance for inter-departmental services rendered, the profit and loss account of the Press 
showed a net gain of Rs, 61,147, against Rs, 63,424 in 1898-99. 

‘ 2¥ 


Sxzarion 3. 


Printing. 
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The total outturn of printed matter amounted to 47,143 pages foolscap pica, of which 38,326 
pages were first productions, and 8,817 pages consisted of reproductions from standing matter, the 
corresponding figures for the preceding year being 54,582, 36,832, and 14,397 pages, respectively 
The total number of impressions taken amounted to 1,787,500. The number of copies cut, folded 
pressed, gathered, collated, stitched, etc., amounted to 540,663, and that of copies sewn, bound, etc., 
to 28,goo. Of the total outturn, 38,864 pages represented the printing work of the Civil 
Secretariat, and 3,095 pages that of the Public Works Secretariat. 

The balance was the work done for— 


The!Director, Department of Land Records and Agriculture. 
The Examiner of Public Works Accounts. 

The Director of Public Instruction. 

The Inspector General of Police. 

‘The Principal Medical Officer and Sanitary Commissioner. 
The Comptroller. 

The Conservator of Forests. 

The Personal Assistant to the Chief Commissioner. 

The Superintendent of Press. 


Private and MisceHaneous purposes, 


STATISTIGAL TABLES 1899-1900. 





CONTENTS. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 
1899-1900. 





: Page Page 
PART I.—STATISTICS OF PHYSICAL, PART III.—STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION 

POLITICAL, AND FISCAL GEOGRAPIHIY. AND DISTRIBUTION. 

A.— Agricultural Statistics—includ- A.—Finance CxxXvii 
ing total acreage, classification F . 
of areas, irrigation, crops, cur- B.—Public Works 4b. 
rent fallows, stock, character A te 
of the surface, and climate i—viii | C.—Railways CXXXvili 

B.—Political relations with Native- . ! D.—Marine cxxxix 
States oe at 1X—X!_| F.—Prices of produce andlabour... cal 

C.—Civil Divisions of British Terri- G.—Mines and Quarries ae ib, 
tory bee bee xii 

H.—Manufactures b, 

D.—Populati lassifi f 
paaikle ann biaces ee xiii | 1-—Trade exli~cclxx 

E.—Fiscal Statistics, including Sur- K.—Coinage and Currency eclxx 
veys, * Settlement, Landed ; ae us ‘ 
Tenures, and Land Revenue .« xiv—xx | &.—Charitable Institutions cclx xii—cclxxxi 

PART IV.—STATISTICS OF INSTRUCTION. 

PART II.—STATISTICS OF PROTECTION. Nix 7 , 

A.—Ecclesiastical—including places 
; of worship and Ministers of 

A.—Legislative see ies xxi all creeds a vee cclxxxii 

B.—Judicial—Civil and Criminal B.—Education cclxxxiti—ccxciii 
Courts and islati i— 

pashan Leerelation AN oaly C.—Literary and Scientific cexciv 
C.—Prisons xl vi—Ixxxii 

: PART V.—STATISTICS OF LIFE, 
D.—Police Ixxxiv—cxxxiv 


E.—Military CXXXV—cxXxxvyi 


F.—Marine CXXXVj 


A.— Deaths 


B.—Hospital Returns ... 


C.—Vaccination Returns 


CCXxcv- —CCXCVi 
ccx¢evili—ccciii 


ccciv 


e. 
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B.—POLITICAL RELATIONS. 


1.—Native States for the year 1899-1900. 



























4 
°o 
Fy Principal productions, including manafacture and mines, 
Transit 
theta £ r Population.| Supposed gross revenue. ine duties or 
B38 Products, Manufactures. | Mineral. 
G&é 
7 8 | 9 





Manipur .., 


Bhowal ... 


Cherra 


ee 


Shella 


Khairim ... 


Mylliem.., 


Langrin ... 


Maharam... 


Maoiang ... 


Maosanram 


Malais o h- 
mat. 


None... 


Ditto... 


Ditto... 


Ditto... 


Ditto... 


Ditto... 


Ditto... 


Ditto... 


Ditto 


Ditto... 


By census 
of 1881.1 
221,070 


620 


9,902 l 


6,388 


$0,137 


17,040 


3,330 


8,947 


1,933 


1,286 


403 
































Rs. 3,84,070 ae oo 
Rs, *. p. 
Market dues... 110 0 O 
Malkanaonlime- 300 0 o 
quarry. 
Total ... . 410 0 0 
Market dues... 7,000 0 0 
qodiciay anes ws 190 0 0 
mindart land 3,300 © o 
holding in Sylhet. 
Total ... ow 8,480 © 
Half royalty on 2,07: 0 
lime-stones 
Market duces... 800 0 
Judicial fines... 50 0 
Total... ow 2,93 0 
Share of forest 310 0 
revenue, 
Pension allowed 1,800 0 
by Goverrment 
at Rs, 150 per 
Morth. 
Market dues... §,000 0 
Contribution for 1,000 o 
State purposes, 
adictal fires .. 400 0 
Jephant mghal ... 1,3:0 © 
Total ... on 9860 0 0 
Marketdues .. $00 9 
udicial fines ... g02 0 
on'ributicn for 1,200 0 
State purposes, 
Forest revenue ... 60 0 
Share of excise 3,250 0 
revenue, 
Elephent mahal ... 18:0 0 
Total... «. 6,110 0 0 
Marketdues ... 150 0 0 
Malikanna on lime- 1,500 0 0 
quarry. 
Fisheries on goo Oo 
Malikana on coal- 8%, 0 o 
Mines. 
Total ... ee 36724 0 0 
Contributton 40 0 ° 
levied for State : 
Purposes. 
Market dues 129 0 O 
Judicial fines... 120 0 0 
Total ... as §=640 0 0 
House-tax an 900 
Rent of fisheries .. 50 0 © 
eect fines... 100 0 0 
‘ontri ution levied 
for State purposes go 0 0 
Total ... ° + 249 0 0 
Market dues + 18 0 0 
Contribution levied 150 0 0 
for State purposes 
Total ... w. 39390 0 
————— 
Market dues we $0 00 
Contribution levied 50 0 0 
for State purposes 
Share of forest rev- 90 0 0 
enue, 
Total ad yo 0 0 


A Milita 
Pol ice 
force of 
400 men 
is enter- 
tained to 
control 
the hill 
tribes 
and do 
escort 
duty, etc. 


None... 


Ditto... 


Ditto... 


Ditto 


Ditte 


Ditto 


Ditto... 


Ditto... 


Ditto 


Ditto... 


No transit 
duties, 


None 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


eee 


eee 


Rice, dal, and vegeta- 
bles of various kinds. 
India-rubber, war, 
tea-seed and other 
forest products, cattle. 
ponies and buffaloes, 


: Rice, millet, bay-leaves, 
black pepper, pep; er 
Digram, 


Cotton, millet, betel- 
put, dn, oran cs, 
black pepper, pepper 
nigram, chillies and 
bamboos, turmeric, 


gio.er, honey and 
potatoes, 
Orances, _betel-nuts, 


and piverapples. 


Rice, cotton, millet, 
job’s-tears, caoutchouc, 
cinnamon, sohphlian; 
(an edible root), betel- 
nuts, pdn, oranges, 
Indian corn, ae, 
potatoes, black pepper, 
pepper nigram, chillies, 
tarmeric, ginger, and 
honey. 


Rice, potato, job’s- 
tear, Indian corn, 
sobphlang, sugarcane, 
ginger, and millet. 


Rice, millet. chillies, 
turmeric, and ginger. 


Job’s-tears, black pep- 
Fer. pepper nigram, 
chillies, bay-leaves, 
honey. rice, sxgar- 
cane, potatoes, ginger, 
millet, Indian coro, 
sohphlang, caout. 
chone, and cinnam1n. 
Potato, millet, chillies 
turmeric, honey, and 
ginger. 


Ditto = ditt 


eee 


Rice, millet, job’s-tear, 
ginger, chillies, tur- 
tmcric, tay-leases, 


betel-nut, and oranges. 





Cotton ao Iron ore, lime. 


fine an stone, copper 
coarse, silk | and salt, of 
cloth, fineand | which only 


coarse, brass | salt and lime. 
and other . 
metal uteo- 
sils, a few 
articles of 
ivory and 
ordinary na- | 
tive jewellery, ' 
some leatt.er 
work, 

coarse 

of s It. 

hone 


a 
kind 





Bimboo mats 
and bamboo 
basket, 


Lime, fron, and 
coal, 


Ditto 


Lime (coal not 
worked). 


Cotton cloth, | Lime, coal, ang. 
erta, silk cloth,| iron (not 
dacs, kodalis, | worked), 
knives, ham. 

mer, crow. 

bar, wedges, 

and bamboo 

mats, 

Daos aod | Iron 

baskets. 

Nove a. | Lime and coal 
(coal not 
worked). 

Daos, hodalis, | Lime and from 


and hammers.| (not worked). 


Lime and fron 
(aot worked). 


eoveee 


None eo. | Lime, coal, and 
iron (not work. 
ed). 

Ditto wwe | Lime (aot 
worked), 








Tribute fo men or 
moncy. 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 





Population, 


B.—POLITICAL RELATIONS 


1—Native States for the year 1899-1900 - contd. 









Supposed gross revenue. 









Military 
force, 





Transit 
duties o¢ 
not. 





Principal productions, including manufacture and mines. 







Froducts, 





Manufactores. Mincrale. 





Myriaw ... 


No boso. 
phob, 


Nongkhlaw | Ditto... 


Nongspung | Ditto... 


Nongstoin...| Ditto... 


Rambral ... 


Jiang... 


Doa ra- 
Nongtyr- 
men. 


Maodon ... 


Maolong.., 


Pam San. 
gut. 


Langiong... 


Maophlang 


Nongliwai 


Sohiong ... 





Ditto... 


Ditto 


Dittu 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


1,070 


1,433 


8,936 


1,64t 


9,310 


,1S% 


372 


357 


1,559 


$42 


993 


185 


7.528 


——— 
—_L— 

















Market dues 28 © Oo 
Contr:bution levied 100 0 0 
for State purposes. 

Total ... « 19 0 0 
Market dues 100 0 0 
Judicial hoes 30 0 O 
Tctal ... 130 0 0 
Market dues +. 600 © 0 
Contribution levied 800 0 0 
for State purposes. 

poccal nes 5° 0 Oo 
ension as mauza- §c2 0 o 
dar. 

Share of forest 99 0 0 
Tevenue. 

Elephant mahal... so 0 o 
Total ... +210l 0 © 
Share of forest 197 0 0 
Tevenue. 

Market dues + 1,000 0 0 
Mahikana on lime- 750 0 © 
quarries. 

Contribution levied1,500 © 0 
for State purposes, 

udicial fines 1 1,000 0 0 
hare cf forest g0 0 © 
feveoue. 

Elephant mahal... ay 


Total ... «664,300 0 0 





Market dues eee 
Judicial fine 
Share of forest 


150 0 oO 








reveoue, 
Share of elephant 50 0 o 
mahal, 
Total .., +. 340 0 0 


Forest revenne .., 1,163 0 0 


Share of elepbant 50 0 0 
mahal, 
Total .., 


ove 1,213 0 0 


Nil 

Do, . 
Do, aoe 
D>. se 
Po. ses 
Do. es 


46 0 ©| Ditto... 


None... | None 
Ditto Ditto 
Ditto... | Ditto 
Ditto... | Ditto 
Ditto Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto .., | Ditto 
Ditto... | Ditto 
Ditto... | Ditto 
Ditto... ) Ditto 
Ditto... | Ditto 
Ditto Ditto 
Ditto ... | Ditto 
Ditto... | Ditto 


Rice, millet, job‘s-tears,| None vee 


ginger, chillies, tur. 
meric, sohphlang, 
Indian corn, and sugar.| 
cane. 


Rice, job’s-tears, Indian | Ditto see 


corn, sohphiang, and 
potato, 


Potatoes, rice, millet, 


Lime (not work. 


job’s-tear, Indian corn,| and crow-bars, 


sobphlang, caoutchouc, 
and cinnamon, 


Rice, potato, 
and bees-wax. 


Lac, honey, bees-wax, 
cotton, caoutchouc, 
bay-leaves, rice, mil- 
ict, job’s-tears, sugar- 
cane, chilies, and soh- 
phlang. 


Rice, job’s-tear, ginger,| Cotton cloth... 


chillies, millet, cotton, 
and Indian corn. 


Rice, millet, ginger, 
chillies, jcb’s-tears, 
caoutchouc, and cotton, 


Rice, millet, oranges, 
chillies, jub’s- tear. 


Millet, oranges, betel- 

unt, jack-fruit, pine- 
appies, chillies, and 
bay-leaves. 


Oranges, millet, jack- 
fruit, betel-nut, pine- 
apples, and chillies. 


Millet, job’s-tears, pota- 
ta, and millet. 


Potato and miliet ... 


Millet, job’s-tears, rice, 
aad potato. 


Ditto ae 


Ditto. 
Kodalis, dans, 
honey | Daos w | Iron. 
Earthenware, | Lime and coat 
pottery, cot- | (¢ nt 
ton cloth, | worked). 
das, - aod 
Spedes, 
None, 
Ditto «| Ditto, 
Net bag... | Lime. 
None a. | Lime and coal 
(coal not worke 
ea). ° 
Ditto .. | Lime (not 
worked), 
Ditto «. | None. 
Ditto .. | Ditto. 
Ditto «. | Ditto. 
Ditto «. | Ditto. 
Ditto. 





STATISTICAL RETURNS. 





[5.] 


B.—Po.LiticAL RELATIONS, 





2.—Native Chiefs and Principal male members of their families for the year 1896-1900. 





Name cf individual and 
Stare and family to which 
belongs, 


| M.nipum Stats. 


Chara Chand Singh esa 
Ramanondo Singh oe 
Dumbra Singh... owe 
Dimbha Singh ave 


Chaodra Hash Singh... 


Dijendra Singh eee 
Kaas: ano Jaintia Hitus. 
U Ram Sing, State Bhowal 


U Hajon Manik, State 
Cherra, 4 
v Joidon 


U Wandop 

U Sbloin 

U Klorkha, State Shella ... 

U Klur Siog, State Khal- 
rim. 

U Mon, State Nongstoin ... 

U Ron Sing, State Mylliem 


U Langngat, State CLang- 
tin. 

U Kieon Sing, State Maha- 
Tam. 

U Sombu Rai, State Mao- 
ganram. 

U Moi Sing, State Maoiang 

U -Fuka Sing, State Malai- 
eohmat. 

U Burom, State Mariaw, 

U Duwan, State Nobosoh- 

hoh. 
U Uyrba, State Nongspung 
U Hine Sing, State Nong- 
we 
U Duba sing, State Rambrai 


U Bang, Sate Jirang... 
U Bika. State Duara 
Nongtyrmen. 


U Jirmuluk, State Maodon 
U Kisno 

U Sahin® 
J Sombad 
U Ram Sing,t State Pamsan- 
U Bae State Langione. ... 
U Boiot, State Maophlang. 
U_ Kir Sing, State Sobiong 


State Ma: long 


U Hairib4, State Nongli- | Sardar ... 
wai. 


* Appointed in place of U Bia and U I Sing, dismissed, 


Present 
position. 





Raja. 
Motrang 
Niogthow.| 
Raja's eld- 
est brother. 
Raja’s 
second 
brother. 
Raja’s 
third bro- 
ther. 
Raja’s 
step-bro- 
ther. 
Scim 
Ditto 1. 
) 
las 
dare. 
y) 
Sem... 
Ditto . 
Ditto . 
Ditto... 
Ditto... 
Ditto w. 
Ditto .. 
Ditto —w 
Ditto... 
Ditto 
Ditto... 
Ditto . 
Ditto... 
Sardar ... 
Ditto... 
Dito... 
Ditto... 
Ditto... 
Long doh ... 
Ditto... 
Ditto... 





Caste or 
face and 
religion, 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Khasi 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


K hetri, 
Hiouu. 


Christian 


Khasi 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Litto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Age. 


Years. 


14-18 


How educated. 


At the Mayo Ccl- 
lege, Ajmcre. 


Can read and write 
Manipur: a littl. 


Ditto 


eee 


Ditto: See 


Ditto 


oo 


At the Mavo Col. 
lege, Aymere. 


35 | Uaedacated 


Can read and write 
Khasi. 

Can read = and 
write Kh si. 
Uaedacated oes 
Ditto oH 


Can read and write 


Bengali. 
Uneducated 


Ditto ona 


Cao read and writ 
Khasi and knows 
English a little. 

Can read and write] 
Khasi. 

Ditto 


Uneducated as 
Ditto 


Ditto we 
Ditto 58s 
Ditto on 
Can read and write 
asi. 
Ditto aes 
Ditto see 
Uneducated eet 
Ditto ns 
Ditto on 
Ditt>s ' ans 
Ditto one 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Can read and write 
Khasi, 
Uneducated 



















How employed. 


Minor under the 
care ot the Prine 
cipal. - 


Guardian of Raja 


Is a lakpa of a 
pannah, i.¢., a 
revenue official 
like a tahsildar. 


Is a member of 
town panchayat 
court. 


Nii... ae 

Nil . 

As Scim ie 

Ditto an 
NY 


As Wabadadars 


y) 


As Scim 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditt» 
Ditto 
Ditto ane 
Ditto 
Ditto ae 
Ditto or 
Ditto on 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

As Sardar 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto oe 
Ditto ae 


Ditto 
As Sard.r 


Ditto on 












Has sanad Family fol- 

authorising | lows prime. : 

adoption or | geoiture or Has male heir or not. 
not. not. 









Nil oe | Follows 
primoge- 
nituree 

Nil oe | Nil 

Nil we | NGL 

Nil wey Nil 

Nil ae | Nil 

Nil oe | Nil 

Ad ption is not | Not 
alowed, 

Ditto «+ | Ditto 

Ditto +» | Ditto 

Ditto «. | Ditto 

‘Ditto se. | Ditto 

Ditto «.. | Ditto 

Ditto +. | Ditto 

Ditto - | Ditto 

Ditto -- | Ditto 

Ditto ee | Ditto 

Ditto we | Ditto 

Ditto . Ditto 

Ditto «. | Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto a. | Ditto 

Ditto «. | Ditto 

Ditto see Ditto 

Ditto + | Ditta 

Ditto ww. | Ditto 

Ditto ee [EDitto 

Ditto we , Ditto 

D‘tta + | Ditto 

Ditto wa | Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto 


Nil. 


we | Nile 


Nil, 


Nil, 


Nil. 


in the Khasi 
succession is 


State the 
hereditary, 
but the heir must have 
the approval of the Dur- 
bar. The Scim’s or chief's 
mother’s sister’s son or faiie 
ing these, nephew i.«., sis- 
ter’s son succeed to chiet 
ship. Father's sons or 
brother’a sons are not 
deemed relatives, Relation - 
ship tbrovgh mother or 
sister alone is recognized. 
Heir-appareot, U Jit Sing 
(disputed). 

Ditts. Heit-apparent, 
Seim’s nephew (U Chuadro 
Sing). 


Inthe Shella confederate 
villages the Wahadadars 
are elected from the people. 
The othce is not hereditary, 
and is subjected to recon- 
sideration every three yeurs, 

Same as against B.owal. 
oelrapparent, U Mana 

ng. 

Same as against Bhowal. 
Heir-apparent not kaown. 

Ditto. Heir-apparent no 
known, 














Ditto 


Ditto. Heir-ap 
brother U Rabon Sing. 
Ditto. teir-apparent, 
Scim’s brother U S.rdoral, 

Ditto. Heir-apparent not 
known. 

Tes Heir-apparont not 


ditto. 


arent, Seim’s 


a. 

Ditto. Heir-apparent, 
Seim’s brother U Tap. 
Ditto. Heir-apparent, U 
Bor Sings 

Ditto. Heir-apparent, Siem’s 
brother U Shabat Sing.’ 
Ditto. Heir-apparent, U 
Kumbur Sing. 

Ditto. Heir-apparent not 
known. 


« | In Sardarship, succession is 
almost ia every case by 
election. 

o) Ditto _ Aittoe 

ae Ditto aitto. 

ae Ditto ditto. 

eee Ditto ditta. 

ry Ditto ditto. 

aes Ditto ditto. 

asa Ditto ditto. 

eee Ditto ditto. 





1 Died. No successor yet appointed. 





3 Appointed in place of U Dor Sing, deceased. 


§ Ditto 


ditto, 


xii ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. : 
re 
C.—Civit Divisions OF BRITISH TERRITORY (1899-1go0). 


(6) 

The Chief Executive avthority in the Province of Assam is the Chief.Commissioner, whois appointed 
under Home Derartment Notifications Nos. 380, dated the 6th February 1874, and 2344, datedthe 12th Septem- 
ber 1874. The Chief Commissioner is assisted by a Secretary, an Assistant secretary, and a Personal Assistant ; 
one District and Sessions Judge in Sylhet, who is also Sessions Judge of Cachar; one Judge and Commissioner 
in the Assam Valley Districts ; the Conservator of Forests; the Principal Medical Officer, who is also Sanitary 
Commissioner; the Director of Public Instruction; the Inspector General of Police and Jails, who is also 
Inspector General of Registration and Commissioner of Excise and Superintendent of Stamps ; the Director, 
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, with an Assistant ; and thirteen Deput y Commissioners, 






























3 : ge (= [te [et 
s “alg ee} ef | 2 is 
5 sc} 2 3 B= | & [Se lee 
o ee e % iat 3 s% lle $ Total cost of Land revenue 
- od = a] x) ‘ 
2 Name of executive [23> 2 Chief towns, with 3 2 Z Se jg 3 Administration, and rates. 
s district, 3 g population, . Os Els 
6 og g a 3 bo be > = sles ¥ 
— e x} ey aa EO ols w 
oe 4 e = . “ $ |s ells 
E 82) 4 § B | gS | €S leeziles.| § 
ge Eo 3 rs e3o| g® feeslf-S| ; 
ws Eo g 3 2 2s | 2a wet Ze s| 2 1898-99. [#3600 1898-99. 1899-8900. 
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1 3 | 4 13 14 
' 'Mites.| Mites. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
| > (Cachar 3.| 42800°00 3°6,183 | Silchar (ircluding cane 848 7 10 go* 9 543 |) 
3 : | tunment) ... 7,523 
a 
= 2) (| Sythet town... 14,077 1) 
as 
| E 3| | | Karimganj ... 3,349 | 
3 
| 4 (Sylhet oe) S| Se40t'0O | 3,184,934 | Habiganj ... 4,16n | } 6,515 33 | | 135 $51 
Sunameanj ... 39130 | 
7 | \| Maulvi Bazar. 3,629 J 
| Dhobri . 485 
Goalpara oe | 2 | 3:953°S4 asurrs{ Gouiparé a 1,098 4 4 70 go 256 
> 
| | Gauhati—... 8,283 
_ | Kamrop we | 2 | 3,660°31 ssusarf } 5,968 8 8 43 1s 313 
$ Barpeta =... 9,342 
S : Tezpur wee MORE 
\: Darrang ee | 2 | Soans'8r sono siadagutiad ae Pans 4 6 f Zot} as] a98 | 
¢ > = 7 69,36,241] 70,04,711§) 69,423,338 69,528,366 
a4 s Nowgong oe | ot | 3,260°16 344462 | Nowgong ... 4,815 909 3 5; 6a 22 171 
=| E Sibsagar 5,249 i 
{ [Smee we | 9 | 8829957 457.274¢ | Joghat eco 39159 1,306 a3 10 go 33 313 | 
Golaghat ... 9,315 J | 
| | ve (| Dibrugarh ... 9,876 JN | 
im pur oo a} 3733° . 
| ee oe 254.053} Nesth Cobh er j 78a 6 9; 50) 38 984 : 
se 
| (Naga Hills ooo | 2 | $0742°S" 332,867 | Kohima coo 15788 640 5 5 go 50 733 | } 
| / Shillong eee 6,720 , 
oe 
a : F [ Jowsi on 30497 ] | 
S as ao 6,049°00 197, : 
| 3] Jaiutia Hills, oe sae Cherra (includ. Vides 3 3 6s 3§ 178 | 
Jz [ ing Cherrapunji) 2,882 | 
ix Shella oe 39997 [J | 
| Garo Hills oe | ¥ | 39349°60 121,$70 | Tura se 1,045 | 1,008 2 3] 170] os 968 [J 
Grandtotal ... 25 450377°66. | 514335668 17,833 67 92 41497 | 69,36,241 edintigs 69,42,338 63,51,996 











Gross revenue of the province during 1898-99, Re. 1,20,04,819, and 1899-1900, Rs, 1,18,66,044.§ 


Note.—The particular items of gress revenue which make up the gross revenue are— 





1898-99. 4893-1900. 1898-994 189-1900. 
Rs. Rs, Ra, Rs. 

1.—Land revenne ase 62,84,108 62,80, 533 Broagitieward io pecegbes ctaaceee 
ae aeieies ad ghia acid XIX.—Edagation oa is oi 48,334 $1,604 
biaragi ™ 7 ee, | ees XX.—Medical Ee be = 11,496 8,118 
PEO Serer a te a “i ecuhaa sida XXI.—Scientific and other Minor Departments .., 85,600 81,575 

aa roar teased * ms task 2 XXIL—Receipts in aid of superannuation, retired 
X.—Registration ave on $5384 §1,s00 and compassionate allowances sie 16,360 15,$97 
XI11.—Iaterest ‘a8 ses 15,616 XXIII.—Stationery and Printing sie ier 5,332 4,883 
XVIA.—Law and Justice—Courts of Law ew 1,0%, 335 971340 XXV. —Miscellancous eee vee 52,685 33,996 
XVIB.—Law and Justice— Jails ase ove 440498 46,187 SER ee roe ae Bocks ont 13,$5,202 3,48,658 
XVII.— Police ae ose eee 1,99,817 1,°8,674 P. W. D. Books 1,00,968 52,917 
Carried over eae oe -1,75,28,°66 1,14,68,899 Total ea wee ses 3,20,04,819 1,18,66,404 

fd * Excinuding North Cachar. i t From Civil Court. 1 t From Honorary Magistrate’s Court, 


§ The figure are open to final revision and adjustment, The final figures will appear in the statement for 1900-1908, 
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xviii ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


a 


{10] E.—FISCAL, 


3.—Register of Transfers of Property in' Land in each District in Assam in the Financial 
Year ending the 31st March 1goo. 


es ar 


Number of transfers. Total area transferred. 








District and class of tenure, 























































By private By private 
.By order order 
a court. eet: or of court. nie or 
eee 
bf 2 | 3 | 4 5 
No No. Acres Acres. 
Cachar. 

: Revenue-paying vee 2 3,496 13,779 
Proprietors Wholly or partially revenue-free ... ate a soe "253 
Tenants who have statutcry (or otherwise recog- 

nised) power of transfer ie ous ss wee eee 
' Total ane te ese bs 2 3,498 14,023 
Sylhet. 

. Revenue-paying ai 1,253 19,004 * 
Bropricters Wholly or partially revenue-free ... 42 sea * 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 

nised) power of transfer sei vee 227 aes 
Total ee ve eee ova 1,522 19,004 * 
Goalpara. 

: Revenue-paying ee. 2 sit a 
Proprietors Wholly or partially revenue-free ... dee eve oie 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 

nised) power of transfer ox 51 * 
’ Total ve ies os er 53 * 
Kamrup. 

i Revenue-paying aes go 6,48 
Proprietors Wholly or partially revenue-free be 24 gana 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 

nised) power of transfer iss toe ise dine 
Total eee aoe eee eee 114 2 8,715 
Darrang. ee 

: Revenue-paying eee se 11 I 6 
Proprietors Wholly or partially revenue-free ... vee eee oo 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 

nised) power of transfer ss oe tes ise 
Total see seo see eee It 145456 
Nowgong. 

: Revenue-paying one 39 
Proprietors {Wholly or partially revenue-free ... see I oat 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- | ; 

nised) power of transfer. wee eee mee 
Total eee coe eee se 39 1,708 


* Information not available, 
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(10) E.— FISCAL. 


3.—Register of Transfers of Property in Land in each District in Assam in the Financial year 
ending the 31st March 1g0o—continued, 





Number of transfers. Total area trarsferred. 











District and class of tenure. 








By private By private 
By order of conteaet or | By order of | contract or 
court. gift. court, gift. 
I | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 
| No. No. Acres Acres 
Sibsagar. | 

‘ Revenue-paying eee 82 2,051 258 6,185 
Proprietors { Woolly or partially revenue-free ... ae "16 oes 7,588 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 

nised) power of transfer ves tee 
Total Pe di ive isk 82 2,067 258 13,773 
{ 
Lakkimpur. 

. Revenue-paying ae 7 482 14 3513 
Proprietors { Wholly or partially revenue-free ... As 40 bee 22,930 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 

nised) power of transfer van tee ees ae vs tee 
Total "ees is sae dot 7 522 
Naga Hills, . 

<4 Revenue-paying . Be eee 

Proprietors { Wholly or partially revenue-free . 


Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 
nised) power of transfer eee wos 


Total aT ee bed wi ia eee 
Khasi and Faintia Hills. 
: Revenue-payin on oes vee 
Eroperetors {Wrotly or partially revenue-free: . 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 
nised) power of transfer ove be 


Total eee _ eco eee eee 


Garo Hills, 


Proprietors { Wholly or partially revenue-free ... 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 


Revenue-paying... .. oes ere bee 
nised) power of transfer obs — 


Total eee eoe eee eee eee 
Total for the Province. | 





: Revenue-paying wee 1,486 28,20 
Proprietors Wholly or partially revenue-free ... "66 186 
Tenants who have statutory (or otherwise recog- 

nised) power of transfer nee oe ~ 278 234 
Total ae 2. coe int 1,830 28,625 
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iT ne 
(11) , E.—FISCAL. 





4.—Land Revenue (1899-1900). 


























oe a 
za 
Revenue, last year. Revenne, this year, Sn : : 3 
. 4 2 | Cause of t 
= 9 a a use of increase or 
F 3 a 2 ] decrease of revenue 
2 . s ti q with elas 
Description of revenue, 3S g Ss of an me 
ag : Z 2 # ; ws | a | realised 1s addi- 
3 
Assessed. | Realised, | Assesse |, | Realised. & 3 3 BE 3 tone ne annual 
: fy] 8 | ee] 2 
& | 28 | 3 jz? | 





Settled estates beating 
revenue in past years 70340319 11,423 9.970887 11,423 


Settled estates added to 

revenue-roll during 

present year sts 1,97+435 on 25,834 ae 
Settled estates taken off 

revenue-roll during 

present year as 4:067 oon 1,38.893 oo 





* This includes 
Rs. 8,13.¢05 not 
shown in details, 

t This includes 
Rs. 7,023,709 not 
shown in ils. 

+t Exclusion of Re. 
1 remitted during 
the year, 


907,587 825.328") = 794.518 D1 43st 





ee | ee peneeetemee | ety ——s) 


Collections from Gorern-| 


ment estates we | 48:60,822 | 48944497 | 49,55,790 | 46,94.069 $Excludes Rs, 133 


Temitted in Now- 
BODg> 


1,$6.2§3 | 45:37,092 | 2,62,5985 





Income from sale of 
Government estates... oe oes a ase 


Miscellaneous land rev- 
enue not inchuded io 


above. sae | 42350308 | 44140098 | 4019355 | 3990755 1Excludes Rs. 235 


13,616 3530135 19,378) 
: . ss remitted in Sylhet. 







me a | a te | eS 


Total say wet]  62,03.407 $8.33,923 61,69,663 §8,07,956 3.92.207 $6.15.749 | 361.358 








No1e.—The total of columns 6, 7.9. and 10 includes Re. 22,338, Rs. 737,109. No, 245, and Rs. 2,087, respectively, being the figures for the district 
of Sylhet, which cannot be distributed under the different heads of revenue shown in column 1. 
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PART II.—STATISTICS OF PROTECTION. 
(12, 18, and 14] A.—LEGISLATIVE, 1, 2, and 3. 


[Blank.] 





B.—JUDICIAL—(CiviL AND CRIMINAL CourRTS.) 


[15] 


1.— Statement showing the Number of Fudicial Divisions and the Number of Officers exercising Appellate or 
Original Furisdiction in the Frovince of Assam on the last day of the year 1899, with the cost of the 



























































































































Tribunals. 
af 
s Total number of officers 
°8 exercising original or Total —— cone 
be appellate jurisdiction, cos 
c 
at | | 
* - . - |s 
He el? 18 12 | on Pe Cre he B 
SB | 6 4 3 o s Original, ppeals, g s 
A [s ea Zz $ 3 5 
50 a £2 3 ° 3 
Name of province. “3 & 2 |£3/5 2 € o Ve Remarks. 
2s|e| 8 38 1295 [Ss] i 
25 7] 3 © Psi st 3S hes ~ 
23 1% 2:0 i2@saslia ~ tee 
sale 2 3% Is = eo\|e ° ° 
ae 53 2 28 a 6 | ° 3 2 
eels i| ® & 2,0 = 3 < 3 
. ana w © 19Q as S & = 
—e os | ‘3s © lee) ee b= ws |S g 2 
§ o3 ‘3 [Sy] Se ‘ S o 4 
= 3 b&b! 21 ..| 25 ; sis 2 
“ & ge /8| 3 i$..|/86| $4) 8. | SE 2/3 Bs & 
g & |53/5| § segs) 2 | Fs | =3 ei sre | 8 
2 < a ZP iz) 2 Ars] SF] ee] ee “ = e & 
a” on came beans lies Gi) Pete Rec ice at nnasaeniteemnena 
1 a 3 16 17 18 
Sy es te = | (ee 
Rs, Rs. 
Civil eee « | on s 
Territory Pt | y | (- vee | 19(8) oe foe 33(3) | 27,990) 2.493) 795 4917795) 247,971 | of Jadicial 
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[80] C.—PRISONS.—GENERAL SUMMARY. : 


Showing the Distribution of the Prisoners of all Classes confined in the Fails and Subsidiary Fails of Assam 
during the year 1899. 











Remal ped. ab Remaining at 


the commence-} Received during Discharged Daily average number Total daily average 
Stations Place of Classes of sec: the the year, Total. from all causes, | ‘he noch the of cach class, of whole jail, 


confinement,| prisoners. 


SS ee ee ee ; 
F,/Total.| M. |r. (Total M. |r. Total, ° . . M. | F, | Total. 
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Convicts... 
| Under-trial 
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Under-trial 
Civil ove 
Convicts... 
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Civil 
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Civil a 
Convicts... 
Under-trial 
Civil 
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Under-trial 
Civil 
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Lushaij Afjal eve 
Hills, 


Jails. Under-trial b 2 1,433 


Total | Convicts... 3 2 1§1] 4,24 
Civil =a oe nae 29 


Total ... g S| 273] 6,101 


Subsidia- 4] Under-trial 5 68) 1,7 


Total of | Convicts .., 3 ; 62| 2,65: 
Fy 
ty Jails. (| Civil feat : oe Py 54 


{ Convicts... 
Grand total 4 | Under-trial 
\) Civil oe 
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(81) C.—PRISONS.—(JUDICIAL.) 
Statement No. 1.—Showing the Number and Disposal of the Convicts in the Fails and Subsidiary Fails 











of Assam during the year 1899. 











































































































































1 | 2 3 4 5 6 7 8: 9 
a a amma z= Transferred to Released durin 
“ Received by transfer. other jails. the year, sd 
S A B ae ee 
he ee ee 
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3 $ To undergo sentence, on tor other 
2 oe 
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2 3 : 33 ie 3 a 
3 & g Bal aie 
v v - ine v - 
g 3 3 35 | 3 £ % 8 
Jails, 3 a = aS | 5 & | 3 § 
g = 3 by | 8 a 1% g 
ve 3 = eae a 
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5 | Silchar ase 74) ove 27/3 $ 
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3 | Dhubri ra]. | 181] 3 ; 
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q Sibsagar ees 62 2 192) 12 aE 
8! Dibrogarh ... 39) 322) 47 S 
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Total of Jails,| 1,191) 18] 1,744| 107 12 280] 12] 864) 13] , 2] ..+ 103 
1 | Hailakandi.., 83) 3 3 Per 2 
2| Haflong... 75) 01 1 : 
3} Sunamganj.., 337 1 3 bs 
4 Karimganj 248) 5 5 3 
5 | Habiganj .., 41] 7 7 6 
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Mangaldai ... “58 20°08 
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C.—PRISONS.—(JUDICIAL.) 


Statement No. [1.—Showing the Religion, Age, state of Education, and previous Occupation of the G onvicts 
admitted into the Fails and Subsidiary Fails of Assam during the year 1899. 
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[83] C.—PRISONS.—(JUDICIAL.) 


Statement No. [1].—Showing the Convicts admitted into the Fails and Subsidiary Fails of Assam 
during the year 1899, and those remaining on the 31st December of that year, according to the 
nature and length of sentence. 
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Statement No, 1/1,—Showing the Convicts admitted into the Fails and Subsidiary Fails of Assam 
during the year 1899, and those remaining on the 31st December of that year, according to the 
nature and length of sentence—continued. 


C.—PRISONS.—(JUDICIAL.) 
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C.—PRISONS.—(JUDICIAL.) 


Statement No, 111.—Showing the Convicts admitted into the Fails and Subsidiary Fails of Assam 
during the year 1899, and those remaining on the 31st December of that year, according to the 


nature and length of sentence—concluded. 
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A.—Prisoners sentenced to 
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[35] C.—PRISONS.—(JUDICIAL.) 


Statement No. V.—Showing the Escapes and Re-captures of Convicts in the Fails and 
Subsidiary Fails of Assam during the year 1899. 
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C.—PrisONns.—(JUDICIAL.) 


Statement No. Vil.—Showing the employment of Convicts as Prison Officers tn the Fails and 
Subsidatry Farls of Assam during the year 1899. 
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[62] D.—POLICE. 


CXXXi 





Statement showing the Result of Cases reported to each Police Station and Outpost in the 


Province of Assam during the year 1899. 
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[62] D.—POLICE. 


Statement showing the Result of Cases reported to each Police Station and Outpost in the 
Province of Assam during the ycar 1899—continued, 
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[62] D.—POLICE. 


Statement showing the Result of Cases reported to each Police Station and Outpost in the 
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Statement showing the Result of Cases reported to each Police Station and Outpost in the 
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(63) E,—MILITARY. 


1.—Statement showing the Strength, Cost, and other Particulars for the Army attached to the 
Province of Assam in the year 1899. 
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Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs, 
gtd Bengal Infantry (890 | 75 | + a1 ar | 16 | 43 885 | 1] 2] 12 | 16 | 78 |7or | 25 | 72,766 | 12,950 | 14.900 | 1.49.52) | 2.286 | 3,03,22: 
roth Jats wee (907 | 84 | «+ ™ tr | ar | sr go8 | 1]... | 14 | 16) 79 [813 | 55 | 72255 1.425 453 324 160 | 2,70,077 
43rd Gurkha Rifles [687 | 56] ... to] 10] 25 | 61 647 | +] 2] 8] 12 | 58/577 |103 | 45,954 | 10,510 | 13.930 974394 | 12,051 | 2,59.628 
44th » see 1923 | 96 | oe iW tt | 33 | 40 1934 | 1] 2] t1 | 14 | 80 [840 | 37 | 79.200 | 10,734 | 15,796 | 1,03.278-| 3,682 | 2,99,393 
[64] E.—MILITARY. 


2.—Statement showing the Distribution and Employ» ent of the Army attached to the Province 
af Assam in the year 1899. 





Employment on last day of the year. : Employment during the year. 
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3rd Bengal Infantry Nil.) On the |Nil. 









march 
to Mani. 
| pur. 
toth Jats ose vase 2] 2 325 10 |250 104 
43rd Gurkha Rifles .,. | ... ee 275°91 16 |169 185 
44th ” eos [ieee 1 305 5 |280 | 112 days musketry 
drill, 135 days 
annual course 
musketry. 
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[65] E.—MILITARY, 


3.—Statement showing the Religion, Races and Classes of the Native Officers and men of the 
Army attached to the Province of Assam on the last day of the year 189. 











Average. 
Classification according to religion, race, etc. | Number. Seneral Ph las pe peas 





Height. | Weight. 














Ft. St. Ibs 
37d Bengal Infantry. 

Brahmins xe es a 817 

Rajputs ove ae Be ae 1 

Mahomedans _.., ae ies eg 52 
34.0 5 8 to 12 | Oudh Brahmins a tall handsome 
race; fairly light in complexion; 
Other Hitidustant Hindus ... bis = 6 chiefly cullivators, =~ 


Chiefly employed in the band; 
undersized, with usual Mahomedan 


o distinctive characteristics. 


Christians ‘ae ie tee wed 9 pphysiognomy. 
oth Fats. St. 
Hindu ae te wei ie 860 25 0 5 9 10} Jats fair complexion, open counte- 
nance, well set up. 
Mahomedans _... jee we axe 26 30 0 8 6 9 Hindustani Mahomedans. 
Christians te ses ane ws 22 27 0 8 Eurasian class, employed as drum- 
mers. 
43rd Gurkha Rifles. ie 
Mahomedans of Hindustan oa wes 1 : : 
39 1 5 4 132 Gurkhas of Mongolian type low ia 
ja: » Assam wee * Nahe 2 stature, square built and sturdy, 
with large chest and limb develop- 
ment. Complexion tending to 
fair ; little hair in face or body. 
Other Hindustani Hindus see 1 44 10 5 3 125 
Hindus . . 
Gurkhas... és Fe 642 29 9 5 3 1253 Hardy and thoroughly imbued with 
the military instinct. Other classes 
F too few to require description. 
Assam Garo ese gus isa vis 1 ves wea 127 
44th Gurkha Rifles. St. Ibs. 
Mahomedan .... ee ee ate 4 38 5 5 9 §| Bandsmen and armourer. 
Gurkhas eos ove te ous 915 22 0 5 4% 9 6] Good physique. Cheerful, light- 
hearted, and ugly. 
Kunaonis sis ase Ge ae 7 33.0 5 6 9 2] Inferior physique, and rather like 
Gurkhas. 
Jhurwahs ais ase die is 8 29 ol § 6 9 2 





(66) F.—MARINE. 


1.—[Blank.] 


1873 F.— MARINE. 


2.—(Blank.] 
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PART III. 


STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 


[68, 69, 70] A,—FINANCE. 


(1, 2, 3.—See Chapter V.—Finance.] 


[71] B.—Pusii¢ WorRKS DEPARTMENT. 


l—Statement showing the Expenditure incurred on Imperial, Provincial, and Local Service 
: in the Public Works Department during the year 1899-1900. 


[See Chapter 1V.—Section 7.] 


[72] B.—PuBLIC WORKS. 


2.--Statement showing the Income and Expenditure on reproduction works for 1899-1900. 


; {Blank.] 
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[74] D.—MARINE. 


1.— Statement showing the various Government vessels in the Province of Assam during 
the official year 1899-1900. 


ek eee ee oe ee 











Names of vessels. | Remarks. 








Total annual earnings of the vessels. 


Horse-power of steamer. 
Number of officers. 
Number of men. 

Total annual cost. 





Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 











Steamer Brahmakund - 257°2 7 4 37 | 33,024 6 2 1z 8 10 
Yacht Sunamukhi... ise 47 ast a 15 | 3,989 7 2 29 0 Oo 
f 76°7" |) * Builder’s old measurement. 
Steam-launch Kestrel | { 40 2 8 | 8,181 10 6 ay 
| 
3s44t |J .t Gross register. 
Steam-launch Cygnet on 19 65 1 63] 4,7¢5 11 9 eee 
~ 5 men. 
1 pilot 
Steamer David Scott... i 15 87 1 11] 6,814 0 O]| 10,349 0 0 6 
Steam-launch Osprey ... won 5°725 8 oes 3§ 828 8 3]! ee § 1 tindal. 
2 firemen. 
3 
Rs. a. p, 
ll Pay of estab- 
lishment. 600 0 oO 
Contingent 
charges «- 228 8 3 
Total .. 828 8 3 
Ferry-steamer Nelly ... Per 68 108° 31 49 7| 5,748 © o| 8,051 13 o| § Including serang and 
engine-driver. - 


——————————— 








‘ 


In addition to the expenditure entered in column 6, chere was a charge of Rs. 21,750 on account of other transactions, 9i#.,— 





Rs. a. p. 
Pilotage fees to the Rivers Steam Navigation Company ° ... See sa 1,750 0 Oo 
Subsidy to the Steam Boat Company (Brahmaputra Mail Service)... ws. 20,000 0 oO 
Total re dee ote bas eee eee we =: 21,750 0 O 


(75] : * D.—MaRrINE. 


2.—Statement showing the number of officers and men employed otherwise than in Government 
vessels in the province of Assam during the oficial year 1899-1900. 


| Blank. 
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F ,.—PRICES OF PRODUCE AND LABOUR. 


2.—Lobour (1899-1900). 











Wages per diem. 


District. Cart per day. | Boat per day. ue per 


y: 







Unskilled. 





Skilled. 













Rs, a. p Rs. a. p. 
Cachar_... ee é ie oe 012 0 05 0 014 0 015 0 400 
Sylhet 7 . xe . 012 0 o 6 6 112 0 150 5 0 o 
Goalpara . eee oo 18 ou o § 0 1 8 0 8 8 o 200 
Kamrup ... sus ie es 013 0 090 112 0 0 60 400 
Darrang te ae os es 100 0 6 0 100 0 9 6 200 
Nowgong te eee ee a 012 0 o7o ' 40 o 6 0 28 o 
Sibsagar see ds ak hae 0114 0 o 6 6 1 8 0 o§ 0 280 
Lakhimpur ae iat bei see 1 8 o 0 60 1 80 0 8 0 280 
Naga Hills he a ae 140 070 140 a “3 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills pat sé 170 o 9 6 200 Wie 
Garo Hills ae ee 012 0 040 100 120 
General averages... ate “abe . | 10 6 o 6 6 6 137 










Where situated. 






































mi a. ee oe 
Sylhet— 
Village Chailakhel in pargana Jaflang ... | Limestone ... ee 1 Nil. Not worked. 
Kamrup— ; . 
Bathabari in mauza Chapaguri (subdi-| Ditto , 1 Nil. Ditto. 
vision Barpeta). 
Lakhimpur— 5 
Tikak, ee and Ledo Valley «| Coal 3 | 4,870,736 maunds | Figures are correct. 
Namdang and Tirap «| Ditto 2] 1,859:359 » Ditto. 
Makum and Digboi Petroleum ... 3 625337 ” _ __Ditto. 
Bed of the Digaru and Sidir Hill streams, Limestone ... Unknown... 40,316 55 Estimated figures. 
Brahmaputra and its tributaries. 
Naga Hills— 
tjju Ditto Ditto Unknown. 
aye. ... | Coal 1 Nil. 
«| Ditto Nil. 
Gelatcey (Deokhona) «| Ditto Unknown... 4,403 maunds. 
Dikhu «| Ditto 1 24,835 Pr Worked by Assam 
Khat and Jaintia Hills— mpany. 
Khasi Hills Limestone ... 27] 19,91,930 15 Seven of these are 
worked. 
Ditto a Coal an sed PE) ° | eters None worked. 
Jaintia Hills = Limestone ... 7 14,482 maunds. | 1 worked. 
Ditto _ Coal 5 ueioes None worked. 
Garo Hills— , 
on the Bask of Moheshkhali river io the | Limestone ... Unknown...) eae Not worked. 
aro Hills. 
West of Tura en . Coal Ditto -_ Ditto. 
Darrangiri Me Ditto a Ditto .. | we Ditto. 
(78] H.—MANUFACTURES (1899-1900). 
Class of Manufactures. 
8 i] : =] u 
— £| a. we | Sa] & 
gle has as wf 3 a 3] = aa 
: b= 4 5/2 i) HW ua = = ci 
3/2/38 / > 2 = O° = 22 $ x] 
a S/F /sicd = & a? a a ™ a & 
I 2 | 3] 4 | 5 | 6 7 | 8 9 | 10 II | 12 | 13 
1 
a en | 
Number of mills and large manu. | 
factures vn ses ie re 13 3 ee ee 1 I 18 
Private looms or small works ... 302,681 2,515 1,514 195 Pry : 306,905 
Number of work-( Male ves 841 500 4 106 75 1,526 
weed in large 
works. Female = ods, | -ccutpe it I shi 438 
Number of workmen in small oad | e _ . 
works or independent artizans 411,350 4,97 3,208 356 500 420,390 
Number of European Super- 
intendents iff large works 14 5 ss ase 1 I at 
Value of block in ditto Rs 3 st Ra fae) | 85,000 ote ose eve oes ot 85,000. 
Estimated annual outturn of all | 
works ws we Rs. 13,09,850 | ... 5140,389 | 1,64,280 400] 15,000] 29,898| 70,270 | 21,32,087 
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(79) 


I.—TRADE. 


1.—Imports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900 
as compared with the Imports during the two preceding years. 


Articles, and countries from which imported. 





1.—Animals, living (for saley— 


1. Horses, ponies, and mules— 


Bhutan aes _ 
Towang eee eos ees 

Manipur coe ate 
Total... a ane 

2. Cattle— 

Bhutan eee oes oe 
Towang eee ove oes 
Manipur one es oes 
Total... ; bse ais 


3. Sheep and goats— 


Bhutan oes ase te 

Towang see aes 

Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills... wee 

Hill Tipperah_... See. Ss eee 
Total ... os ase 

4, Other kinds— 

Bhuten ove ae 

Towang «ie ere 

Abor, Mishmi, etc, Hills wee eke 

Manipur one ae 

Hiil Tipperah ... see aes 
Total ... ae eet 


fa.—Arms and ammunition— 


Bhutan ete ved oc 
Manipur ise an 
Total ... 
15.—Betel-leaves— - 
Aka and Dafia Hills Lt Se 


Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills 
Manipur : 


Total ... are ve 


I11.—Canes and rattans— 
Bhutan m2 xe - 
Hill Tipperah 


Total ... 
IV.— Caoutchouc— , 
Bhutan wes 


Towang wee 
Aka and Dafla Hills 


Abor, Mishmi, et, Hills... ss 


Manipur 


Total ... wes oat 


V.— Chinese and Japenese ware— 


Bhutan - 
V1s.—Cordage and rope of vegetable fibre— 

Hill Tipperah ... ~ one 
VII,—Cotton, raw— 

Bhutan eee 

Aka and Dafia Flills 

Manipur fc eee 

Hill Tipperah ... iss 

Total ... wie es 


Quantity. 











1899°1900. 





1697-98. | 1898-99. 


Valae. 








Value. | Quantity. Value. | Quantity. 








—_— —- | -— —_—— — 











38,554 

4.200 
99,505 
82,054 
14.869 


2,390,242 









204 


—_——_———. 


2 16 

ae ate oe 1 5 
905 269 1,445 115 483 
9,938 51,041 15,199 66,004 10,597 56,651 


—, 








10,11g 51,946 15,408 67,449 10,715 57155 
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(79) I.—TRADE. 


L—Imports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900, 
as compared with the Imports during the two preceding years—continued. 





3897-98, | 1898-99, 1899-1900, 







Articles, and countries from which imported. 


Quantity, Quantity, Value, Quantity, Value, 








VIII.—Cotton, manufactured— 


1. Twist and yarn (European)— 
Manipur oes vee ee 


2. Twist and yarn (Indian)— 
Manipur aes toe wesc 


3. Piece-goods (European)— 


Manipur ove eee eos 


4. Piece-goods (Indian)— 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ve 


Manipur aa ove eee 


Total... _ oes | 


X.—lyeing materials— 
2. Madder or manjit— 
Bhutan eee tee oes 
‘Towang eee . 
Aka and Dafa Hills oes 


Total eee eee oe 
XIL— Fibrous products, raw (excluding jute)— 
Aka and Vafla Hills ous ove 


XI11.—Fruits, vegetables, and nuts— 
1a, Oranges— 





Bhutan ise ase sees! 
Towang eee ose . 
Aka and Dafia Hills aes oes | 
Total .. aes Beuen) 
15. Potatoes— 
Bhutan wee one ae 
‘Towang oui oes eee 
Aka and Dafla Hills ees ae 
Manipur eae see aoe 
Total... a es 


2. Kinds other than cocoanuts, oranges, 
nd potatoes—— 


hutan as eee ae 
Towang . ose eee 
Aka and Dafa Hills eas Po eee 
Manipur on eee eee 


Total... ees sas 
XIV.- Grain and pulse— 
1. Wheat— 
Bhutan - ves ove ae 


2. Gram and pulse— 


Bhutan age eve ‘ 
Manipur eee wee as 
Total... os ade 


3. Spring crops other than wheat and 
gram and pulse— 





_ Bhutan das aus aes 
‘Tewang ese ase 7 | 
Total... wae tee 35 227 | 433 ae 


————[—$—$——— oo 
—. 


En a ne ee 
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[79] ].—TRADE. : 


l.—Imports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900, 
as compared with the Imports during the two preceding years—continued. 





1897-98. 1898-99. 3899-1900, 


a a a 





Articles, and countries from which imported, 


Quantity, Value, Quantity, Value, Quantity, Value. 












XIV.—Grain and pulse—concld.— 
4. Rice, husked— 








Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ... eis 240 1,011 45 200 A 
Manipur ass ae aes 42 83 25,646 43,479 34,725 
Hill Tipperah ... Ges pe 124 304 qo 247 1,530 
Total... adi a 406 1,458 25,761 41,926 36,255 
5. Rice, unhusked— 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills... aa 490 1,140 230 577 
Manipur wes wis ss ae aes 465 217 180 
Hill Tipperah ... aes ane 2,818 5,601 2,800 3,300 4,605 
Total... a | 3,308 | 6,741 3405} 4,004] 4,785 
6. Rain crops other than rice, husked and 
unhusked— : 
Bhutan on ove ove 37 370 37 372 85 
Towang ~ aes eee aes 45 163 see coe toe 
Total... wae oe R2 533 37 372 85 


XV.—Gums and resins— 
Towang eee soe oes a at 20; 52 ose 


XVI.— Hides and skins— 
1. Hides of cattle— 
Manipur _ ove eee eae ove ae tse 27 























XVII.—Horns— Mds, ors. Mds, srs Mds, srs, 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ... ae o 26% i415 0 1to* 850 o j* 
Manipur Sis aoe ove oe woe 1 0 20 one 

Total... eee aoe o 26 1,415 1 Io 870 o 7 
XVITa.—Ivory— 
Bhutan toe wee oa tes ose 1 oo 350 Oo 20 
Towang vis ass seis 33 CO ELIS eee eee 
Aka and Dafla Hills uae sent bes eee oe AT 2 0 
Abor, Mishmi,etc., Hills... es 114 700 3 «8 1,630 o 13 
Manipur ees see ei ose oes Bee ea 1 20 
Total. a ia 4 14 1,815 4 8 1,980 4 13 
XVILb.—Jute— 


1, Raw— 


Aka and Dafla Hills a. 


“2. Gunny bags and cluths— . 


Bhutan oes ove 
Towang eee 
Total... ove 
XVIII.—Lac— , 

3. Stick and other kinds— 
Bhutan on ees 
Towang ry tewe ose 

Total. oo 


XIX.—Leather— 
1. Unmanufactured— 
Bhutan PCr ace 
Manipur ove oo 
Total. sae 


2. Manufactured— 
Manipur _ ove 


® Rhinoceros’ horns. 2 
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[79] I.—TRADE, 


I—Imports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900, 
as compared with the Imports during the two preceding years—continued. 






Articles, and countries from which imported, 






Quantity, Value, Quantity, Value, Quantity, Value, 


XXIL—Mats— 





Bhutan vee ae 
Aka and Dafia Hills oes ove 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ... ie 
Manipur ate one eee 
Hill Vipperah ... aes se 
Total aes oes 
XX11,—Metals and manufactures of metals— 
2. Iron— 
Bhutan a ae 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills . eae one 
Total ae ae 
3- Kinds other than Beas) and copper and 
iron— 
Bhutan 2 tie. G tae 
Manipur we ove oes 
Total ste nae 
X XHa—Musk— 
Bhutan oe ae eae 
Towang ae 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills .. aes Per 
Total is ea 
XXHL—Oils— 
(6) Oils other than mineral Gigs 
Bhutan wae oes Sie 
XXVI1.—Provisions— 
1, Ghi— 
Bhutan sus vee a 
Towang see tee ove 
Manipur cs tee te 
Total aT ues 
2. Fish, dry— ‘ 
; Manipar tee aes eo 
3. Other kinds toe tes oe 
Bhutan wae Sea wes 
Towang sas aes wees 
Manipur eee Wee ut 
Hill Tipperah ... tee ove 


Total _ eae 


XXVII.—Salt— 
Bhutan one és ase 157 786 92 434 
Towang on os 188 940 95 474 
_Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills . oes 95 455 7 39 


Total eee wat 440 2,181 194 947 


XXVIII.—Saltpetre, etc.— ie oo 
2, Saline substances other than saltpetre— 








Towang eae eee eee 1 3 tee 
XX1X.—Seeds— 
1. Qil-seeds— 

(a) Linseed — 
Hill Tipperah ... one wee 851 2,725 241 803 

(2) Rape and muses: 
Bhutan * oes de 2 14 oes aes 
Towang on aes wee 52 260 | . 7 34 one 

Total ewes ans , 54 . 274 7 34 a Saree 
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[79] I.—TRADE. 


£.—Imports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900, 
as compared with the Imports during the two preceding years—continued. 





: 1897-98, | 1838-99. 3899-1900. 
Articles, and countries from which imported, : 































Value. 





Quantity, Quantity. Quantity. | Value, 


8 | 2 3 


XX1X.—Seeds—contd.— 
1, Qil-seeds --contd.— 
(c) Tél or jinjili— 
Aka and Dafia Hills __... eee 
Hill Tipperah see ase 


6,621 24,324 4,300 16,480 6,651 25,682 































































































Total Aer oe 6,621 24,324 45300 16,480 6,656 
2. Other seeds— 
(6) Tea-seed— 
Manipur... sey 25,800 oes oes 38 
XXX.—Silk— 
2. Manufactured— 2 Mads. } 6 
Manipur... ove oes ee 3,567 yds. ne “ 
XXXI1.—Spices— Ma i at aa 
1. Betel-nuts— 
Towang ass ove oe ov Bae 150 
2a. Other kinds— 
Bhutan ove ove “aes 171 1,338 390 
Towang ase ace _ 582 12 
Manipur aes _ eee 12 79 | 54 
Total Pen ees 229 1,999 456 
XX XIII.—Sugar— | 
2. Unrefined—- 
ene ste wes ove 25 130 20 80 
Hill Tipperah _ se * eee ove 
Total eee oes 35 130 - 20 80 
XXXIV.—Tea— = tree Sa ee 
2. Foreign— | 
Bhutan woo ooo one t 45 | 3 go 
XXXV.—Tobacco— ‘ | 
_ Manipur... a a 44 479 58 ‘561 
XXXVa.—Wax— { 
i 
Bhutan sie ote eee 166 5,206 | 247} ~—-5§,380. 
Towang eve one as 22 8&8 52 2,052 
Aka and Dafla Hills... ‘ies eee axe 5 50 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills... 3 89 2,891 | 4 160 
Manipur ave oes one see eee { 1 30 
Total eee eve 277 8,985 3090 7,072 
XXXVI.—Wood— No. |- No. 
1. Timber— 
Hill Tipperah one a 30,059 | 2,01,562 | 15.097 | 2,85,644 
2. Firewood— Mads, Mads, 
Hill Tipperah vd sal 4,150 7,263 1,817 51552 1,344 
3. Bamboos— No, No. No, 
Hill Tipperah a «-. | 7:026,824 | 1,18)778 | 6,035,555 | 1.03,977 | 6,039,213 | 1,99,979 
XX XVIL— Wool— 
4. Blankets— 
Bhutan ee ae es 3,077 7,228 1,816 4,621 
Towang Eas ar wee 2,246 | 835 2,014 
Total see ee 


9:474 | 2,651 6,635 
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[79] I.—TRADE. 


l.—Imports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900 
as compared with the Imports during the two preceding years—concluded, 
























1897-98, 1898-996 | 1899-1900, 
Articles, and countries from which imported, | 
Quantity, Value. Quantity, Value, Value, 








































I 2 4 7 
No. Blo, Ra, 
XXXVIIa.—Y&k tails— 
Bhutan wae die’ tes 88 47 76 
Towang on ove eee 105 12 34 
Total ... ose tae 193 59 110 
XXXVILL.—AI! other articles of merchand- 
ise— 
1. Unmanufactured— 
Manipur ees eee ase oes 60 
Hill Tipperah ove ove ae a 54,368 
Total .. eee eee ee oo ai ore: 
2, Manufactured— i a Sea) eas 
Bhutan aie oes ase wee eee 285 
Towang tee tee ove eee aoe see 
Manipur eee rr eee eee ove 1,412 
Hill Tipperah ate es ai 6,332 
Total ... eve ww aoe 8,029 
XXXVI le.—Treasure— ; 
Gold— 
Bhutan ees eee ves Ses esa 150 
Towang eee ove one ooo ry 128 
Total ... eee oes se 278 
Silver— pee eee pes pee 
Bhutan one wee one ees eee 125 
Total— 
Bhutan eee eee oes eee 38,656 eee 56,1 14 72,084 
Towang oes ese ove ses 22,615 ae 58,122 19,240 
Aka and Dafla Hills we sas iss 28,850 nee 83,282 1,00,079 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ae 3 53417 es 57,302 84,905 
Manipur ace oe eee eee 71,464 ese 71,191 1,03,236 
Hill Tipperah ant oes ose 4:55:598 oon 4,569,235 563,927 
Grand total eee ove eee 6,70,600 - es 9,43,471 
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[79] I.—TRADE. 


a.—Exports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900, 
as compared with the Exports during the preceding two years. 





1897-98, 1898-99. 1899-1900, 


Value. Oran. | Value. | Quantity, | Value, 











Articles, and countries to which exported, 


Quantity, 











I.—Animals, living ( for sale )— 
1. Horses, ponies, and mules— 


Manipur wee ane 
2. Cattle— 
Aka and Dafla Hills Ss 
Manipur eee ase 
Total eee 
3. Sheep and goats— 
Manipur oes eee 
Hill Tipperah ... aes 
Total oes 
4. Other kinds— 
Bhutan bee ove 
Towang see one 
Manipuw su 
Hill Fipeeealio ove sue 
Total tee 


Ia.—Arms and ammunition — 


Manipur eee ose 
16.—Betel-leaves— 

Bhutan oe _ 

Towang oes as 

Manipur oo tee 

Total eee 


1].—Borax— 
Bhutan ate woe 


I¥a.—Building materials— 
1. Limestone— 


Manipur aes io Sone 

Hill Tipperah ... -_ 
Total eee 

2. Lime— 

phase see toe 

Mani oes 

Hill ‘onerake Pres 8 
Total ave 

V.—Chinese and Japanese ware— 

Bhutan see _ 

Towang . 

Abor, Mishmi, ete., Hills ... 

Hill Tipperah ... sais 
Total ae 


VIII.—Cotton, manufactured— 
1. Twist and yarn (European)— 


Bhatan oes wee 
‘Towang wea 
Abor, Mishmi, ete., Hills a8 
Manipur eve ask 
Hill Tipperah .., wes 
Total See aac 
2. Tait and yarn (Indian)— : : —— 
hutan a om sd 
Towang a 1,865 
Aka on Dafla Hills es ‘i one 
Manipur ate 
Hill Tipperah ... ves 


Total tos 





> 
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[79] I.—TRADE. 
2.—Exports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900, as 
p J 4 3 900, 
compared with the Exports during the preceding two years—continued. 
ip & g two y 
1899-1900. 
Articles, and countries to which exported. 
Quantity. Value. 
7 
Rs. 
VIII.—Cotton, manufactured—contd.— 
3. Piece-goods (European)— bina d 
26 mds.= 77 mds.= 140 mds.= 
Bhutan... ad 4] Bee 1 gee } ag0f | 778 Saal f 3106 ee yas|¢ 5253 
3 mds.=' 3 mds.= mds.= 
Towang ene ” { 604 yas} 107 {| 348 yds. } 194 § ey yds. } 513 
7 I mad = = — 
Aka and Dafia Hills ... ett bap vas. 105 { : Sierdl ont { Fase [608 
F A : I mds.= — 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ees { =68a yas. ¢ 1,430 { 4066 sais ¢ 1,177 { pee yan i 778 
ised | ania g of (87 mds it ‘ of pon es 
anipur ... eae . 0, 27,82 vds| ¢ 43:95 5'= 160,682,> 44,864 
ne wa elaparhae yds. 
pare mds.= 197 mds.= 1124 mds. = 
Hill Tipperah one + 2137,895 yds. i 6,466 { 75,610 vial ¢ 7,646 es yds. t 5,480 
560 mds. = 803 mds.= 794 mds.= 
Total on tee 37.296 } 255,235 61,990 ! 57,496 
201,777yds. yds. 2,913 yds. 
4. Piece-goods (Indian)— 
26 mds = 76 mds.='! mds.= 
Bhutan. wee a . i 115! { 17. aro xd i} 3,046 fi 6s yds. } 3 3:305 
F 28 mds.= I md= 
Towang ... a md at 1,433 { 32,162 vds. I; 4,836 {| 276 yds. ‘ TNS 
. 72 mds.=| 245 mds. = 
Manipur ... ses ase { aes { 24,086 yds. 2,880 { aon yds. } 10,200 
Hill Tipperah a ee st 6,000 { oe } 200 | aeerdalE 500 
180 180 mds.= rae at mds. = 
Total .. eos eee si ra 8,584 | 75,077 ds. i 11,022 {33m yds, t 14,120 
1X.—Drugs and Medicines— bak 
8, Mds, 
2. Other sorts (non-intoxicating)— 
Manipur... aes sed see wee . 50 1.000 
X.—Dyeing materials— 
4. Turmeric— 
Hill Tipperah eee te ait 396 64 653 
5. Kinds other thaw indigo, madder or 
manjit, safflower, and turmeric— 
Towang «. ans oo eee oo 18 14 137 
XI.—Earthenware and porcelain— 
Bhutan a ene des a eee 23 
Towang tee nae 6 oes 18 
Aka and Dafla Hills oe _ ese oe 26 
Hill Tipperah aa ses 1,433 1,761 aes 1 825 
Total ... a * as 1,454 1,767 | ae 1,886. 
XIII1.—Fruits, vegetables, and nuts— 
: No. Na. 
1. Cocoanuts— 
Manipur ace ose eat aes 8 752 56 
Hill Tipperah a 225 12,873 513 22,825 931 | 19,798 858 
Total ... see 12,873 | 513 22,915 939 914 





| 21,550 | 
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[79] I.—TRADE. 


2.—Expor!s across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900, as 
compared with the Exporl during the preceding two years—continued. 


2 3897-98. 1898-99. 3899-1500- 
Articles, and countries to which exported. 





Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. 








————— ee ee, 


XII1.—Fruits, vegetables, ahd nuts—contd.—, 
1a. Oranges— 





Hill Tipperah ooo see 
1b, Potatoes— 

Manipur... one aoe 

Hill Tipperah tes ove 


Total... noe eee 


2. Kinds other than cocoanut, oranges, 
and potatoes— 


Manipur... tee tee 
X1V.—Grain and pulse— 
1, Wheat— 
Manipur... one eos 
Hill Tipperah toe ise 
Total... ose eos 
a. Gram and pulse— 
Manipur... 4 ase oes 1,999 
Hill Tipperah ove ass 6,164 6,024 


Total ... ae ads 6,304 ; 8,023 
3. Spring crops other than wheat and a eae 
gram and pulse— 


Towang«.. eee _ 
Hill Tipperah see soe 
Total ... eee ean 
4. Rice, husked— 

Bhutan oes ee os 
Towang — «. eee eee 
Aka and Dafia Hills”... oo 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ae 
Manipur re wes eos 
Hill Tipperah one ase 
Total... sue aes 

5. Rice, unhusked — 
Bhutan tee oe we 
Towang _... nee one 
Aka and Dafla Hills. _ 
/bor, Mishmi, etc., Hills es 
Hill Tipperah vee a 
' Total... teo eae 


XV11b.—Jute— 


1, Ray— 
2. ipur.. a wee ase 
Hill Tipperah ei es 


‘Total... See Ae 


2. Gunny bags and cloths— 


Ma.ipur-.. ose oes 
Hill Tipperah eee oo 
Total .. awe one 
XVITI.—Lac— eae 
3. Stick and other kinds— 
Towang — eve ove 


X1X.—Leather— © 
2. Manufactured— 
Manipur __... ase a 


Hill ‘lipperah 


Total ees one 
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[79] J.—TRADE. 


2.—Exporls across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1990, as 
compared with the Exports during the preceding two years—coutinued, 

























1897-98. | 1898-99. | 1899-1900. 
Articles, and countries to which exported. SUE aE 
Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. | asset | Value. 
. fe ec ea 
Mds, Rs, Mds. Rs, Mds. Rs, 
XX.—Liquors— 
Bhutan tee a ate us 10 aes sae ie 78 
XXI,—Mats—~ 
Hill Tipperah ee aes tee 53 ene 30 eee 45 


XXII.—Metals and manufactures of metals— 


1, Brass and cof per— 













































































Bhutan ag aoe eek 44° 2,456 39 2,.06 44 2,098 
Towang see Ses 14 865 9 513 7 333 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills an 3. 120 1 50 ove 7 
Manipu see ace aes 54 2,700 150 7,500 17 877 
‘Hill sppatan ove oes 90 4,739 353 "15,238 376 19,573 
Total ie eee ait | 10,877 552 25,407 444 22,881 
2.~ Iron— 
Bhutan és aie bee 43 251 44 256 35 288 
Towang en ae 27 439 20 208 2t 2u 
Aka and Dafla Hills... se 10 60 16 152 576 3,509 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills «as es aie 2t 172 1 96 
Manipur... ase 273 2,740 661 8,258 151 1.376 
Hill Tipperah ans “os 178 1,522 253 5,026 Su 6,481 
Total A ses 531 | 7 5,012 ae 1,015 14,072 1,305 11,961 
Other metals— 
Bhutan ee aes Bes 17 272 47 192 14 176 
‘Towang oss 20 603 4 212 3 100 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ae 1 50 1 40 fas eee 
Manipur... eee ose eee ane 5 140 I 45 
Hill Tipperah ee ° 17 956 209 9,663 233 3,776 
Total ae sei 55 1, 881 266 10,547 251 4,097 
XXIIL—Oils— . 
(a) Mineral oils— 
Bhutan ay aes eee aes ae 7 44 eas . 
Aka and Dafia Hills... aes wes was 8 20 ae aes 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., El as _ 49 270 28 152 lI 63 
Manipur... ass 4,862 24,316 3,017 16,962 3,251 16,240 
Hill Tipperah se aes 992 4,109 976 3,717 1,108 4,604 
Total on on 5:903 28,695 4,036 20,895 4,430 20,913 
(2) Other vils— | 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills tee 17 350 5 100 1 20 
Manipur... ase Sek 58 751 41 644 1 158 
Hill Tipperah asi ots 616 8,809 540 6,820 567 7,187 
Total tes oe 691 | 9,910 | 586 71564 579 7,365 
—————_ ee {OO ee ~~ 
XXIV -—Opium— Mds. srs, Mds, ars. Mas. srs. | 


Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills oo 5.4% 10,318 | I 2t 2,994 0 19 | 908 
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(791 I.—TRADE. 


2.—Exports across the Frontier of Assam during tne year ending the 31st March 1900, as 
compared with the Exports during the preceding two years—continued, 
























































1897 98. 1898 -99- 
Articles, and countries to which exported, 
Quantity. Value. Quantity, Vatue, Quantity, Value. 
1 4 5 | 6 | q 
Mds. | Rs Mds. Rs. 
XXVI.—Provisions— 
1, Gni— 
Manipur _... 123 4,994 228 8,05 
Hill Tipperah° 56 2,196 77 2,934 
Total 179 7,199 305 10 993 
2. Fish, dry-- 7 7 
Bhutan eas 30 297 57 202 
Towang .. 10 50 10 48 
Aka and Dafla Hills oe a 30 300 
Menon ~ oe 1,671 9,350 980 5-490 
Hill Tipperah see 1,813 10,774 1,826 12,004 
Total eee 3,524 20,471 2,909 18,044 
3. Other kinds— 
Bhutan see 240 14 52 
Towang ves aoe 12 5 21 
Manipur ese ‘ine 600 279 2,290 
Hill Tipperah 1,684 1,063 6,959 
Total ae 2,536 1,361 9,322 
XXVII.—Salt— 
Towang 


Aka and Dafa Hills. 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills 
Manipur... ads 
Hill Tipperah 

Total 


XXVIII.—Saltpetre, etc.— 
2, Saline substances other than salt petre— 





Manipur... _ ee Le eee ste 
Hilt Tipperah ee toe 20 100 
Total a ae 20 100 
XXIX.—Seeds— ‘ qi 
‘1, Oil-seeds— 
(6) Rape and mustard — 
Towang vee Ses ase toe 


(c) Til or jinjilli— 





Towang aes tes I 4 
XXX.—Silk— we a 
1, Raw— 
Bhutan vee eee an 29 5,424 
2.— Manufactured — 
6 ed 
Bhutan ses ies oe f csonay } 3,518 
7o mds.= 
Towang... tee eee { 11,254 yds. \ 18,772 | 8,357 yds, 
. 5 mds = 22 mds.= ; 
Aka and Dafla Hills. 3 {| buoy } 88 { peace ls 5,586 { Pinas i 8,369 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ove { a Gas : 835 { soya 1,231 { eae i 1,904 
. loo mds,=' 
Manipur... ses ove : {700 53 30,000 ie ace 
: . I mda= 2mds.= Imd.= 
Hill Tipperah sa ace { 1,250 yds. } 600 { 2,500 Nadal 1,900 \ 1,500 yds. ; 1,083 





Total... * { 


95 mds.= 238 mds.= 121 mds.= 
15,863 yds. t 24,605 | 40,332 yds. 62,404 | } 33,183yas 





clit ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 
enn. 
(79) 1.—TRADE. 


2.—Exports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st Marck 1g00, 
as compared with the Exports during the preceding two years—continued. 





1897-98. | 1898-99. | 189 )-1900. 
Articles, and countries to which exported. 
Value, 


Quantity, Value. 


Quantity. Value, 








| Quantity, 




















































































Mds. Rs, Mds, 
XXXI.—Spices— 
1. Betel-nuts— 
Bhutan ove ove ose 165 155 gl 116 
Towang... oe eee 57 158 . 9 31 
Aka and Daffa Hills... ae sai ive aes ay 
Manipur... sae coe 4.913 24,584 6,910 46,934 
Hill Tipperah es Bes 388 3,047 337 2,389 
Total ove oss 5,523 27,944 7347 49,470 
2. Other kinds— : 
Manipur cea woe 366 1,830 48. 772 
Hill Tipperah a due 1,034 8,900 783 5,202 
Total aes ase 1,400 10,730 831 5,974 
XXXII.—Stone and marble— . 
Hill Tipperah ... one ase 100 400 500 150 
XXXIII.—Sugar— 
1. Refined— ‘ 
Bhutan eos eee de eee eee oes sie 
Manipur... ais eee 62 872 212 3,460 
Hill Tipperah Ses eee 97 1,101 164 1,641 
Total o see eas 159 1,973 376 5,101 
2. Unrefined— 
Bhutan ooo eee eco ove ove 3 15 
Towang ry eee eos aie ooo 7 25 
Manipur... cee ies S Sete ses ove wee 
Hill ripperah née eee 591 3,127 733 3,480 
Total ae ose 591 3,127 743 3,520 
XXXIV.—Tea— ar ee : ay 
1. Indian— 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills aes 9 228 I 30 
Manipur... tee AS Io 173 20 288 
Total ase ace 19 401 a1 318 
. ee geet | ome ee | eee 
XXXV.—Tobacco— 
hutan eve eee eee seh ose 22 425 
Towang ww toe ese 18 359 10 196 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills ass 6 166 8 152 
Mani UP ee ons aoe 8 120 2 24 
Hill Tipperah ie vee 743 74306 729 7,593 
Total toe 8,011 771 8,390 
XXXVa.-—Wax— 
Towang wn eee ons 1 22 


XXXVIL—Wool— 
2. Manufactured (piece-goods)— 


Towang... eee 

















375 ove 
Manipur... ose eee 
Hill Tipperah a ; 8,000 { onde fen 
Tokalcies fo bb 33 102 mds.= 1o mds.= 22 mds.= ~ 
. { 2,225 yds. i 8,375 { 310 yds. 4so { 959 yds. } ut 
3. Shawls— No, a No, 
Hill Tipperah oo Sa 50 500 15 300 20 400 





Pa 
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| 79] I.—TRADE. 
2,—Exports across the Frontier of Assam during the year ending the 31st March 1900, 


as compared with the Exports during the preceding two years—concluded., 









1899-1900, 
Articles, and countries to which exported. 


Quantity. 
































No Rs. Rs, 
XXXVIIL— Wool —contd.— 
4. Blankets— 
Aka and Dafia Hills - tee 2 6 632 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills eee 5 21 _ 
Manipur eee eee eee 282 
Hill Tipperah eee eee 500 700 350 
Total see ase 507 927 1,264 
XXXVIII.—All other articles of merchandise— 
1. Unmanufactured— 
Towang Sia eee bate ode eee 
Hill Tipperah ose tee : 269 ses 
Total bee oe ae 269 
2. Manufactured— i 
Bhutan ry eee eee 162 68 
Towang ove oes ; 49 16 
Abor, Mishmi, etc., Hills Pas Sea oon 
Manipur ooo eee ie 8,685 10,301 
Hill Tipperah a ous tes 3,609 3,121 
Total eee on Je 12,505 13,506 
XXXVIN1a.—Treasure—_ ee Seemann (eee ae 
Silver— 
Aka and Dafla Hills ae Me 1,596 eee 
Manipur ees oe Sek 2,831,600 ass 
Total Se rr on 2,83,196 A 
Total— paacteee es 
Bhutan eee eae 2 1,365 oo 31,775 44547 
Towang es oe 29,836 Ses 24,172 16,786 
Aka and Dafla Hills ats 3,785 Sea 8,801 17,341 
Abor, Mishmi, ete., Hills Ae 17,101 ee 9,780 5,183 
Manipur eee ace 1,14,531 5§,10,082 2,06,898 
Hill Tipperah one 1,16,618 aa 1,34,008 1,43,940 
Grand total ose : 3,03,236 a 7,138,618 434,695 
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[82] I.—TRADE. 


4h.—Statement showing the River-borne Trade between the two Valleys of Assam and 
the different Provinces other than Bengal during the year ending the 31st March 1900. 








Imports into Assam. Exports from Assam, 
re 

















Articics, and whence imported Total, 
or whither ‘exported, 6 
To Brahma- | To Surma From Brahma-| From Surma 
putra Valley, Valley, putra Valley. Valley, 
Quantity. Value. 
acl ieee eee NG 
, | | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 
Mds, Mds, Rs. 


Cotton, raw— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns) — 
North-Western 
Provinces and 


Oudh., 
Punjab one eee eee eo 
Total Prt oes sae 5 ove 


Cotton, manufactured— 
2. Twist and yarn 
(Indian) — 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 
North-Western 
Provinces and 
Oudh. 


3. Piecegoods 
(European \— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-purt towns) — 
North-Western 
Provinces and 
Oudh. , 
Punjab _ 


Chief se a-port 


towns — 
Bombay one eee ove e 
Total _ an vee os 


4. Piecegoods 
(indiaa)— 
british provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 
North-Western 
Provinces and 
Oudh. 
Punjab eee 














Native States— 
Rajputana and 
Central India. 


Chief sea-port | 
towns — 
Bombay ae 





Total es 





Drugs and Chemicals— 
2. Non-intoxicat- 
ing— 
(5) Others— 

British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 

Punjab as 
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(82: 1,—TRADvE. 


44 —Statement showing the Riwer-borne Trade between the two Valleys of Assam and 
tne diferent Provinces other than Bengal during the year ending the 31st March 
1goo—continued, 












Importe into Assam. Exports from Assam. 





Articles, and whence imported 
or whither exported, 






Total. 
From Brahma-| From Sarma 


putra Valley. Vailey, 
Value, Quantity, Value, 


To Surma 
Valley, 


To Brahma- 
putra Valley, 













Quantity, 
1 | 2 3 4 | 5 | 6 7 | 8 | 9 
Mads, Mds, Mds, Re, Mads, Mds, Mds, Rs, 


Dyes and Tans— 
4. Turmeric— 

British provinces 

(excluding chief 

ercstel ar 
orth-Western ase 1 I eee int : 
Provinces and d ‘ er . oe 
Oudh. 


Grain and Pulse— 
1, Wheat — 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 
North-Western 203 tee 203 596 ove ove 
Provinces and is _ 


Oudh. 


3. Rice not in the 
husk— 
Native ere : 
Rajputana an S 2. a Sd oe 
Central India. 55 55 137 


a ce re | a eg | ee ee | ees cee | a ce | ee | ee ese see | eee 


5. Gram and pulse— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 





North-Western 6,597 abe 6,697 15,905 ee see vee 

Provinces and . 

Oudh. : 

Punjab eee rr 4 4 13 ae oa _ saz 

Total _ 6,697 4 6,701 15,918 ove eee ate eae 
Horns— 


British — provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 
North-Western See a aa as 2 _ 2 28 
Frovinces and 
Oudh. 


ont empememee. | mes ame, ———— ee ole en 


Jute-— 
2. Gunny bags and 
cloths— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 





North-Western 3 oe 3 30 76 dee 76 798 
Provinces and 
Ouch, i 
Punjab eee 43 ae 43 473 tee oes oes tee 
Total oe 46 ive 46 503 76 one 76 798 





Leather, manufactured-| 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 


North-Western - 39 11 50 7,000 oo on oss ac 
Provinces and . 
Oudh. 

Punjab eee ove eee vee oes 7 ose . 7 1,571 


Total ae 39 u 50 | . 7,000 7 ae 7 1,571 
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[82) L—TRADE, 


44.—Statement showing the MRtver-borne Trade between the two Valleys of Assam and 
the different Provinces other than Bengal during the year ending the 31st March 
1goo—continued. 





Imports into Assam, © Exports from Assam, 


Articles, and whence imported 
or whither exported. 


Total. Total. 


To Brahma- | To Surma From Brahma-| From Surma 
putra Valley. 


Quantity. | Value. Quantity. 


Tz 


putra Valiey.| Valley, 


Liquors— 

2. Spirits of all kinds, 
including coun- 
try spirits— 

British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 


North-Western 
Frovinces and 

Oudh. 

3. Wines— 
Chief sea-port 

towns— 
Bombay ae 

Metals— 


4. Brass, wrought— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns) — 

North-Western 
Provinces and 

Ondh. 

Central Provinces| 





‘Total Per 


§. Iron and Steel— 
(c) V rought— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea- towns)— 
North-Western 
Provinces and 
Oudh. 


(d) Manufactures of 
iron and steel — 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 

Madras 

Bomba . 

North-Western 
Provinces and 
Oudh, 

Punjab 


towns— 
Bombay . 
Total eee 
6. Others— 


Native -tates— 
Rajputana = and 
entral India. — 


Oils— 
4 Mustard and 
rape— 
British provinces 


(exclyding chief 

sea-port towns)—| - 
NorthsWestern 
Provinces and |: 
Ough. 
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[82] I.—TRADE. 


44.—Statement showing the Rivereborne Trade between the two Valleys of Assam and 
the different Provinces other than Bengal during the year ending the 31st March 
1goo— continued. 


Imports into Assam. Exports from Assam. 

















Articles, and whence imported 
or whither exporte Total. Total, 
From Brahma-| From Surma 


To Brahma- 
putra Valley, putra Valley, Valley. 
Quantity. Value, Quantity. Value. 


Provisions— 
1, Ghi— 

British provinces 
(excluding chief sea- 
port towns)— 

Bombay eee 


North-Western 
Provinces and 


Oudh. 
Punjab us 
Central Provinces 
Total 


2. Dried fruits and 
nuts— 


British provinces 
(excluding chief sea- 
port towns)— 

Punjab 
3 Others— 

British provinces 
(excluding chief sea- 
port towns)— 

Bomba tee 


North-Western 
Provinces and 
Oudh. 

Punjab eee 


Native States— 


Rajputana and 
Central India. 


Chief sea-port 
towns— 
Bombay 


Total FYe 


Stone and Lime— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 

_ sea-port towns)— 
North-Western 

~ Provinces and 
‘Oudh. 


Central Provinces 


_. Total 


Sugar— 
1. Refined or crys- 
tallised, including 
sugarcandy— | 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
.sea-port towns) — 
‘North-Western 
Provinces an 
Oudh. 
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[82] 1,—TRADE. 


44.—Statement showing the River-borne Trade between the two Valleys of Assam ana 
the different Provinces other than Bengal during the year ending the 31st March 
1g00—continued. 


— 













Imports into Assam. Exports from Assam, 
Articles, and whence imported 
or whither exported, Total, otal. 
To Brahma- | To Surma |__ s[From Brahma-| From Sarma d 
putra Valley. Valley. putra Valley. Valley, 
Quantity. Value, Quantity. | Value. 








‘Sugar—contd.— 
2. Unrefined— 

(a) Sugar— 

_ British provinces 
{excluding _—_ chief 
-sea-port towns)— 

North-Western 
Provinces and 
Onudh. 

(b) Gur, rab, jag- 
gery, molasses 

and other crude 
saccharine pro- 
duce— 

British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 

North-Western 
Provinces and 
Oudh, 


Tea— 
2. Indian— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 


Bombay ase 
North-Wester 
Provinces and 
Oudh 


Punjab 


Native States— 
Rajputana and 
entral India. 
Nizam’s territory 
(Hyderabad). 


Total 
Tobacco— 
1. Unmanufactur- 
ed— : ; 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port towns)— 
North-Western Prov- 
inces and Oudh. 
Punjab 


Total 


2. Manufactured~ 
(a) Cigars— 
British provinces (ex- 
cluding chief sea- 
port towns)-— 
Madras tee 


(6) Other sorts— 
British provinces 
(excluding chief 


sea-port towns)— 
Madras oa 


North-Western Prov- 
inces and Oudh. 
Punjab ove 


Total di 
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[82] I.—TRADE. 

44.—Statement showing the River-borne Trade between the two Valleys of Assam and 
the different Provinces other than Bengal during the year ending the 31st March 
1go0—continued. 





Imports into Assam. Exports from Assam. 





Articles, and whence imported Total 
al, 


To Brahma-| To Surma From Brahma-| From Surma 
putra Valey. Valley, putra Valley, Valley, 


or whither exported, 


Quantity, Value, 


Wool — 
2. Manufactured— 

(*) Carpets and 

rugs— 

British —_ provinces 
(excluding chief 
sea-port t' wns)— 

North-Western Prov- 
inces and Oudh. 
Punjab 


Total 


(#1) Piece-goods (In- 
dian)— 
British provinces (ex- 
cluding chief sea- 
ort towns)— 
orth- Western t rov- 
inces and Oudh. 





(iv) Other sorts of 
manufactures — 
British provinces 
(excluding chief sea- 
port towns)— 
North-Western Prov- 
inces and Oudh, 
Punjab ces 


Total as 


All other articles of 
merchandise— 
Madras Ses 
Bombay 9 
North-Western Prov- 
inces and Oudh. 
Punjab eee 
Central Provinces ... 


Native States - 
Rajputana and Cen- 
tral India. 
Nizam’s Territory 
(Hyderabad). 


Chief sea-port towns— 
Madras sea-ports ,., 








Bombay _ 

Total Try 
Provincial total— 

Madras eee 


Bombay ate 
North-Western Prov-| 
inces and Oudh. 
Punjab see 
Central Provinces ,.. 
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[82] I—TRADE, 

44.—Statement showing the River-borne Trade between the two Valleys of Assam and 
the diferent Provinces other than Bengal during the year ending the 31st March 
1g00—concluded. 





Imports into Assam, Exports from Assam, 


Articles, and whence imported Total. % Total. 


To Brahma- | ToSurma |__—__sFrom Brahma-} From Surma | 
patra Valiey. Valley, 


Value, Quantity. | Value. 


or whither exported, 


putra Valley. Valley. 
Quantity. 














Provincial total— 
contd,— 


Native States— 
Rajputana and Cen- 
tral India. 


Nizam’s Territory 
(Hyderabad). 


Chief sea-port towns— 
Madras sea-ports ... 





Bombay 
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[84] I.—TRADE, 
6.—List of Value-rates of Articles shown in the Rail and River-borne Trade Returns 
of Assam for the year ending the 31st March 1900, as well as the Rates of Deduction 
made from the gross weight to obtain net weight. 











Tilililflzlili 
& fe g s | 25 gig a 
3 = <2) a gu a 

21/26 | | € jeg] 2 | fg | £ 
) 8 2 S65 2 2.8 

5 4 ; : 
PLE ELE ELE |E 













Per cent. | Per md. | Per md. | Per md. | Per md.| Per md. | Per md. | Per md. 














Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. 





Coaland Coke... oes ove Nil a -_ o 8 ees ave oo o 8 
Cotton, raw ia sis ove 3° wes 162 15 3 13 6 oe 5 13 
2»  manufactured— 
1. Twist and yarn (European) sis ss Pr ‘ 47. («0 68 oo oo aie 47° «0 
2. Ditto (Indian) Ses 4:0 isi ese 22 12 go 0 oe ose 3 0 
3. Piece-goods (European) — : 
(a) In bales and bundles ... ae 35 48 oo] 45 of 46 12 
oe 41 2 es 65 4 
(5) In boxes ... a see 18°0 } { 82 8] 100 o| go 3 i 
4. Piece-goods (Indian)— 
(a) In bales and bundles ... ree 3°5 ase 31 14 32 § 35 (0 36 0 
(8) Inboxes .., wee ate 15°0 se 34 8| 87 o 8 0 76 ' . ae 
Drugs and Chemicals 
1. Intoxicating other than opium tes 5°0 o : ir. 0 . oo 
2. Non-intoxic ating— 
(a) ‘Cinchona bark ies Por 5‘0 ts ‘ 7. «8 ahs oo . 
(5) Cthers... on sa 40 ois tis 1 of 2 0 ses ove 23 40 
Dyes and Tans— 
1. Indigo ate ooo 180 ose 194 4 ove owe oo obs 
2. Myrabolams ... oe ove "2 : 3 4 a o . 3 
3. Cutch os eee ae 2'o te 3 12, 4 7 ove 12,4 
4 Turmeric... ais tes re ate ss 9 o oo ae 14 10 
s. Alizarine dyes af oar 25°0 eas eee 31 «0 a ooo va : 
6. Aniline dyes ... -_ ove 25°0 aoe 82 2 eee . ° 
7. Al (Morinda citrifolia) ... ove 20 aos 2 6 ooo oe . ~ 
8. Others wes ose ist 20 a 18 4 eae : re 15 0 
Grain and Pulse— 
1. Wheat ass ues wes 3°00 2 15 eat ace 2 3 
2. Rice in the husk tee ae . 1 10 F -* oe : 
3. »» Rot in the husk ove we 3 oa oe 2 8 
4- Jowar and bajra woe aes a wa _ 2 6 eo Ba 
4. Gram and pulse eee xt 2 12 2 6 35 ses 4 8 
6. Others ea one oe 112 oe oa “ 2 
‘Slides and Skins-- 
1. Hides of cattle— 
(a) Dressed or tanned... oe 25 -_ ‘ 31 «Oo we one 
(5) Raw ek s aa Nil ses bes 18 12 aes soe ees 20 4 
2. Skins of sheep, etc.— 
(a) Dressed or tanned... a a5 aes ow 38 0 ove * He 
(5) Raw sce ate eee Nil eve wee a1 8 tes eee bes 17 33 


Horns ose one tes 10 oe ose 8 12 oe eee eee 4 «0 
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[84] 1.—TRADE, 


6.—List of Value-rates of Articles shown in the Rail and River-borne Trade Returns 
of Assam for the year ending the 31st March 1900, as well as the Rates of Deduction 


made from the gross weight to obtain net weight—continued. 





















; a - ‘ 5 rr] 3 
g | é q e |si | a | ¢ i 
8 Cy 3 
¢ = Fs a “e a 8 
; B g- | : E. 
Articles. 3 £ £ & £ oe £ £3 g 
3 2 ze) 2 £86 2 3 
FA $ & 8 B35 Hy 8 
2] 2]: |e || | | 














Per md. | Per md.| Per md. | Per md. 


































jJute— Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. 
1. Hemp and other fibres... abe 5 4 ses ase aoe 13.0 
2. Raw ne 410 as aes any 48 
3- Gunny bags and cloths ... af 10 8 Io 0 lo -_ 1o 8 

Lacm—g 
1. Sticke oo eee 22 8 eee 1o 0 
2. Shell Se ass 31 6 fs 31 

Leather, manufactured ee see .: 224 8 140 0 ; 150 0 224 8 

Liquors 
s. Ale and beer ... 110 “ 110 
2, Spirits of all kinds, including country 

Spirits. 60 12 50 0 sce Se 60 12 
3- Wines 7,7 60 o jo o ae ae 60 o 
4- All other sorts, including toddy and . 3.0 20 re ace 30 
fermented liquors. 
Metals— 
1. Copper, unwrought 44.0 40 
2. Brass, ” see « 34 0 : e 16 10 
3. Copper, wrought 46 8 ais or 46 8 
4 Brass, ” a5 tee 46 0 36 4 41 4 46 0 
5. Iron and steela~w 
(a) Cast ie “as es he 2 8 $e F 2 8 
(8) Unwrought ove eee 23 see 23 
(c) Wrought § 12 7 tes § 12 
(d) Manufactures of iron and steel. 25 0 70 8 o 8 8 ” 70 
6. Others Se a4 25 4 wen 50 0 

Oils— . 
1. Kerosine on oes on 44 ae ‘ 44 
2. Castor eee oo 124 “ist 1s 4 
3. Cocoanut... ove eee ; 1464 en 14 4 
4. Mustard and rape 1 8 12 f° ove 13 4 
5. Others ae Se an u 8 10 0 60 

Oil-seeds— 

“1, Linseed 423 eee ove 31 
2. Rape and mustard sis 42 a 3 8 
3. Til or sinjild ... 312 i 5 0 ov 5 8 
4. Poppy om a on 6 0 oe toe 
§. Earthnuts ... ae 
6. Castor ov toe eas 300 
7. Others ose a 30 

Opium ... ee ove vee 


Paper and Pasteboard 
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[84] I.—TRADE. 
6.—List of Value-rates of Articles shown in the Ratl and River-borne Trade Returns 
of Assam for the year ending the 31st Marck goo, as well as the Kates of Deduction 


made from the gross weight to obtain net weight—continued, ’ 





7 > é s . 3 F 
£ 
» | 2 | |] e]eb | 2 | 2 g 
2 R 5 g z5 A 8 3 
3 = is Ed = ; 
: ont, & &. € 
Articles. 3 gE E E oo fs} 9 ° 
= & = = ey bal £§ 3 
- a [i a 
: z 2 £ £20 2 £5 2 
3 ° fo) ouv ° oo ° 
pay a a a as & a os ~ 
« = & = ae £ £ rs} 





Sea esr 2 Es. 


Percent.| Permd.| Permd.| Permd.| Permd.| Per md.|Per md. | Per md. 








Provisions : Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a.| Rs. a.] Rs. a. 
1. Ghi dus < bed 18°0 oad 36 7 39 2 go 0 32 12 28 0 36 «8 
a. Dried fruits and nuts... aoe 40 sce aes 1 8 15 0 15 14 aoe 1 8) 
3- Others eee ase ae 20 sce 8 0 9 8 20} 8 4 oes 3 0 


Railway Plant and Rolling-stock— 


».Raw oe aes soe | 53 or ae 16 19 


1. Locomotive engines and tenders ... |) 27,0 . . 
2. Carriages andtrucks st 12,0 xe wi es 
3. Materials for construction— 

Nil se ae 

(a) Steel rails and fish-plates ... | | . 214 ou a ia. all eee 

(6) Sleepers and keys of steel and | 3 6 a i on 

cast-iron. 

(c) Other sorts ane oe J 6 14 eee ow 6 14 
Salt eee ooo Per] lo see wea 3°00 or eee oo 3.0 
Saltpetre, etc.— 

1. Saltpetre a ee ae i 8 o ane tes a see 
ro oo Bee 
2. Other saline substances Pe { 5 8 ee tee ss 3 8 
Silk, raw— \ 
1. Foreign a See we 256 o _ an eee te 
: 45 oe ees 
2. Indian oe on ee 509 0 2 $i ave : 
Silk piece-goods— 
1. Foreign aa ie axe 749 0 eee oes aes oe 
. 110 ais ds 
2. Indian ais aes Sis 976 o ish one wae 704 12 
Spices— 
1, Betel-nut 463 ee aks 10 ses oe 7 8 fed eee aay 122 
2. Pepper wee on woe 25 oe on 210 . oe one 21 0 
3. ‘Ginger hy ae ves 20 in aa 312 ay i 41 
4. Chillies és sé wa 2°5 we a 8 0 ie sa a 126 
5. Cardamoms ... i ec 10°0 bes ww | 179 4 ie ah te on 
6. Others frat tee = 2°5 es ees 12 8 20 0 oo aoe 20 
Stoneand Lime ... zee sca Nil os oa ~14 10 a o1 o7 
Sugar— 
1. Refined or crystallised, including -¥o oe see 9 6 12 0 _2 eae 9 6 
sugarcandy. : : 
2. Unrefised— 
(a) Sugar is sei 8 o 7 8 on sas -_ 
(4) Gur, rab, jaggery, molasses, and VS ae ie 412 3u is is 5 6 
other crude saccharine produce. ) 
Tea— 
1. Foreign tee ase oe 40 6 . 
3 i 23°5 eee ane 
2. Indian eas ad oa 30 6 ee a 42,0 
Tobacco— i 
1. Unmanufactured des Ys 10 “2 see 6 6 7 8 7 4 Sasi 9 4 
2. Manufact ured— : 

(a) Cigars... ae one 55°0 §2 12 oes 45 4 on ove ie 45 4 

(6) Other sorts as ee 200 Fl 2 vas jo 0 15 0 140 re 30 Oo 
Wool— 


“ges fiat ide 9 6 





STATISTICAL RETURNS. cclxix 





[84] I. —TRADE. ; 

6.—List of Value-rates of Articles shown tn the Rail and River-borne Trade Returns 
of Assam for the year ending the 31st March 1900, as well asthe Rates of Deduction 
made from the gross werght to obtain net weight —concluded. 


























i = < : s 3 : 
; z a 3 | 28 ‘3 = | FI 
g e FA = 5-8 § g 2 
€ = = Pe Z £ a is) z 
3 =] § 
Articles. 3 g -§ g ie § g £ 
3 « & & =.3 = £3 
3 7 a) 2 256 2 2s 2 
g 5 5 § | 88s} & | BB | é 
g é & 5 ES a | = Leet rs] 
Wool—contd.— Percent.| Per md. | Per md. |Per md. | Per md. | Per md. | ter md. | Per md. 
2. Manufactured— Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs, a. Rs. a. Rs. a.| Rs. a. Rs. a, 
1. Carpets and rugs a3 oo 35 _ tee 1242 100 0 232 10 wis 1242 
2. Piece-goods (European) ... wae 180 tas ae 293 12 200 0 183 5 sae 293 12 
3. ony (Indian)... dee 60 anes oan 307 0 72 0 100 0 . 307 0 
4. Other sorts of wool man‘ factures ... 20°0 aes Mee 403 0 | 1,000 0 125 8 403 0 
All other articles of merchandise see 20 3 8 3 8 3 8 3 8l+ 38 3 8 3 8 
Per oz. Per oz 
Treasure Rs. a. p. Rs. a. 
1. Gold coin and bullion... te {| 60 14 0 eee eee des 68 o 
2. Silver coin (Government rupees) ... a ; 210 8 dee toe Sea 2 4 
g fy see ses 
3. Silver bullion, vis., bars, ingots, aod 114 0 é ° . 2 1 
coin other than current coin of the 
Government of India. 
Per head. Per head. 
Animals— S. a. Rs. a. 
1. Horned cattle eae \ 27,0 25 0 
a. Sheep and goats oes Gs : 3.0 ose Ses oes 3.0 
Nil Soe seer 
3. Horses, ponies, and mules | 
4- Other kinds .., \ 
| 85] I:-—TRADE. 


q.—List of Value-rates of Articles of provincial interest shown in the Rail and River- 
borne Trade Returns of Assam for the year ending the 31st March 1G00. 








Denomina- |Imports from! Exports from 


Articles. tion. Bengal.” Assam. 





Lime bee hve 2 weg a ... | Per 100 75 0 44 0 
maunds, 

Canes and rattans Rea Eos Ze . «| Permd, 2 8 2 8 
Caoutchouc ... veg idle oP £3 3 62 0 75 0 
Oranges aes sit ais ies ... | Per too ‘ 2 0 
Cocoanuts ... eos sie a 3.12 3.12 
Potatoes . . Per md 3 4 2 13 
Ivory : . mf ves 400 O 
Mats wah vee : is 8 o 5 Oo 
Fish (raw) ... wen 5 5 8 5 8 

» (dry)... wale oe See te is 4 10 4 10 
Birds ies i ths vee vs Each o 8 o 8 
Tea-seed.... see en ae ... | Per md. 80 0 75 12 
Cocoons sie Sei cae kia sa 7 is jo oO, 
Wax “vs ae eee oe ve 5 47 0 40 Oo 
Timber wee bie fis wwe ... | Per log 2 4 3.0 
Bamboos _... ee as - ... | Per 1,000 106 o 106 0 
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[86] I.—TRADE. 


8.—Showing the Road Trafic between Assam and Bengal registered at Sidli and Lakhipur 
in the Goalpara district during the year 1899-1900, 












Imp-rt 





Export 





Into Goalpara through Into Goalpara through From Gaolpara From Set Se through 
Sidli, Lakhipur, Lakhipur, 











through Sidll, 

Articles, : 
a 
2 
4s 7 5 = 
6 s : 3 ° 2 
3 A 3 H H 3 
ae ee 3 & 3 & 

5 | a | 3 | 4 | s | 6 ? | 8 9 | 10 





Silk piece-goods— 
2. Indian eas ‘ wes ies . ave 2 401 oer wee 
Animals, living, for 
sale— . No, No, 
1. Horned cattle ... No. 908 22,700 3,248 81,200 ies eee see fee 
2. Sheep and goats 7 ove ose 2,322 9,288 on . ae oe 
3. Horses, ponies, 4 1,6co 47 18,800 | / tee as aes, 
and mules. 
4. Other kinds ... ms tee ase 4 40 ase _ ay vee 








Total ... tee ase eee 24,300 _ 1,09,328 ei | al tee oo 








[87] 
K.—COINAGE AND CURRENCY. 
1.—Cotnage. 
[Blank, there being no Mint in this Province.] 
[88] ; 


2.—Paper Currency. 


[Blank, there being no separate Currency circle of Assam.] 
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L.—CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 
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{91} PART IV.—STATISTICS OF INSTRUCTION, 
A.—ECCLESIASTICAL. 


Relurn of persons according to Religious Denominations in the Province of Assam for the year 
1899-1900 


e 2 














Number of persons. Number of 


churches 






soe polar or build- | Total annual 
Denominations, tenor ings de- | income from | Remarks, 
‘ests, | ined or Government. 
pr used for 


Natives. Others, 


2 
Church of England ... eee 1,324 1,162 
Roman Catholics... dus 432 1 302 
Presbyterians toe Sea 7 313 ove 
Baptists oes tas 3,718 47 


worship. 





o 


Wesleyans eee eae I 2 
Welsh Calvinistic Methodists ... |) 

Other Methodists ... i 
Lutherans _ oe | ° 979 
Unitarians ose de - 12 
Armenians ose 

Free Church of Scotland ioe vee 
Congregationalists ... ae 3 
Catholic Apostolic ... ats wie 
Anabaptists ore eee eee 
Salvation Army 

- Swedenborgian... ws oa 
Protestant, unspecified — wis 1,687 
Quaker RT sae sie 
Hindus ... ee _ 2,996,833. 
Sikhs .., vhs wns 83 
Muhammadans aes eee | 1,483,974 
Buddhists xT ee | ° 7,697 
Jains... ie ve 1,358 
Brahmos wie ene 239 
Animistic (Hill tribes) w» | 969,765 
Others sxe =a 18 
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[992] C.—LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC. 


1.—Relurn of Scientific and Literary Soctettes for 1899-1900. 














[Blank.] 

[100] 2.—THE PRESS (1899-1900). 

Publications thereat. 

District. Name of Press. Name of Proprietor. 
Newspapers. F or 
1 | 2 3 4 5 
Cachar ee. | Silchar ... | Babu Ananda Kisor | Bi-monthly paper | None. 
Gupta. called Silchar. 


darsak, 1n Bengali. 
2. Chronicle, in 


| Dina Nath Press ... | ,, Dina Nath Das | 1. Fortnightly Pard- ‘* 
English (weekly). 


Sylhet : 
Giris Press + | Rtawn Mani Dasi... | None ... oe 53 
(| Chaitanya Press... | Babu Chaitanya | 1. Srizattadarpan,a . 
Charan Das. ‘monthly magazine 
in Bengali on re- 
ligious matter, 
2. Srthatta Bandhu, 
a monthly Chris- 
tian Mission paper 
in Bengali and 
English. 
Goalnara eo | Parijat «+ | yy Ram Natk Bhatta-} None ... ive oy 
charjee. 
(| 1. Gauhati Mission | American _ Baptist ihe 
| Press, Mission Union. 
| a. Assam News Press} Babu Kali Ram | Assam (weekly)... i 
Sarma Barua, 
Kamrup- ww 4 
3. Sonaton Dharma] ,, Monhari Das of | None ... ah + 
Press. Barpeta, 
4. Ramayan Jantra » Chandi Charan | None .. as 5 
Chatterjee. 
(| Radhanath Press ..| ,, Radha Nath | Weekly-published is 
Changkakoti. newspaper Zimes 
| of Assam, 
Lakhimpur .., Assam Railways and | Assam Railways and | None ... us 3 
Trading Co., Limit- noe Co., Limit- 
ed, ed. 
Albion ... | Babu Durga Datta | Weekly-published ij 
Agarwalla. newspaper Eastern 
- Herald. 
Assam  Advertizer | Mrs. Agnes James... | Assam Advertiser ... - 
Khasi and Jain- Press. 
tia Hills. 
Ri Khasi Press | Babu Jeebon Ray, | U Khasi Mynta, a m 
late Extra Assistant} monthly paper 
Commissioner, (Khasi). : 


Ka Pateng Christian, 
a monthly —_ paper 
(Khasi). 


_ 
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Diseases of the circulatory system, 
Other diseases of the digestive system 


Diseases of the lungs, 
Diarrhea, 

Dyspepsia, 

Diseases of liver, 
Diseases of the spleen, 
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Diseases of the urinary system. 


Soft chancre, 


Goitre, 
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Other diseases of the generative system, 








Diseases of the organs of locomotion, 





Diseases of the connective tissue, 
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Gen eral diseases, 
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All other general diseases. 
Diseases of the nervous system. 


Primary syphilis. 
Secondary syphilis. 
Debility and anaemia. 
Rheumatic affections. 
Tuberculous diseases. 
Diseases of the eye. 
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Discases of the nose. 
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